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he Ciermany Sourc.ebook ls a supplement for the Shadowrun game system. lt 

descrlbes the Allled German States. a loose polltlcal confederatlon of states whlch 

malntaincloseculturc1landeconomlctles.SimllartootherShadowrun sourcebooks, 

the Ciennany Sourcebook 1s formatted as an electronlc document from that 

Rctlonal world. Comments and addltlonal Information has been added by readers 

who seek to correct, expand, corroborate, or contradlct the Information presented. Because thls 

''black" Information cornes from characters within the game universe, players or characters cannot 

safely assume that these comments are truthful, accurate. or clearly thought out (though they may 

be ail those thlngs). These varlous points of vlew glve gamemasters greater se.ope to declde whlch 

information presented 1s accurate, misleadlng. or false ln thelr own game. 

Originally written ln German. by Germans, and published ln Germany as Deutschland in den 

Shatten by Fantasy Productions ln October of 1992. the Ciennany Sourcebook offers a sometlmes 

unique point of vlew that makes lt dlfferent from an Amertcan product. Certain su bleds that F ASA· s 

Amerlcan products do not usually c1ddress in depth, such as religion, are an integral part of the 

German culture. and so cannot be left out of a discussion of German peoples' lives. Other copies 

that Amerlcan readers might Rnd unfamlllar are slmply a functlon of the senslbllltles of the wrlters, 

and of the translation. The translated text remains as falthful as possible to the original. and 

!ncorporates certain additions neœssary to clarlfy points for an Amerlcan audience. 

A brlef Game lnfonnatlon section ln the back of the book provides ru les for German variations 

on Shadownm magic and paranormal animais. Gamemasters need the second-edltlon Grimoire 

to use these rules. The Ciennany Sourc.ebook works wlth both the original and second-edltlon 

Shadowrun rules. 

Für unsere deutschen Leser: 

Dies ist eine für den amerikanischen Markt bearbeitete obersetzung des deutschen Urtextes 

Deutschland ln den Schatten. ln allen relevanten Punkten, selen es Regel- oder 

Hlntergrundaspekte, haben die Angaben lm deutschen Original Vorrang vor damit eventuell lm 

Wlderstreit stehenden Angaben ln dlesem Buch. 

0 
□ GERMANY SOURCEBOOK 



.. □ 

CATEGORY 

Message Base/Mail System 

Special Categories/ Tapies (SIGS) 

Library Archive 

WELCOME TO ... 

Information Base - SPECIAL FEA TURES! (Limited Du ration Posting) 

Paranormal Animais of Europe (Don't say we didnt wam ya ... ) 

Corporate Shadowflles (Corp dlrt !!) 

Shadowtech Complilation (Weird Science 101) 

GOTO: 

( OK ) 

( OK ) 

( OK ) 

( OK ) 
( OK ) 
( OK ) 

Fields of Fire (Mercs, Military. and Big Guns™1- En Route!) 

Tir na nôg (Look No Further) 

( NOT A V Al LA BLE ) 

Real Life Compilation (Way Wiz!) 

Germany Alliance (Deutschland en den Shattenl} 

Tir Taimgire (Scan this, chummer!) 

Welcome to Germany 

Fast Forward 

Hlstory 

Government 

German Society 

State Security 

Economy 

Rhine-Ruhr Megaplex 

South German States 

Awakened Lands 

GER.~A..i'IY SC>UR.C::.EBC>C>K. 

Free State of Westphalla 

Berlin 

German Magic 

( OK ) 
( OK ) •. ,. 
( OK ) 

( OK ) 
( OK ) 
( OK ) 
( OK ) 
( OK ) 
C OK ) 
( OK ) 
( OK ) 
( OK ) 
( OK ) 
( OK ) 
( OK ) 
( OK ) 

DOWNLOAD ALL? @•l• NOT( FROM CONTROL-Anyone wlth any knowledge regardlng sabotage to thls 
system should contact me ASAP. Censorshlp wlll not be toleratedl 

t 

GHIMANY SOlllCEBD 0 



t 

1lloney makes the world go around. 
-Kurt Weill 

>»»(Because we knew you wouldn't mind, we 
eut the toadying drek that originally appeared here--you 
know the type of thing, isn't our country wonderful and 
we welcome your business be sure to visit all our 
fabulous tourist traps and don't forget to buy lots of 
products produced by our benevolent and politically 
correct megacorps and- well, you get the idea. We 
decided tocut rightto something you'll find useful.]««< 

- Stermul (00:00:20/10/30/54) 

»»>[Sorry. We usually try to avoid that much 
cynicism first thing. 

Have any of you chummers heard the saying that 
"work expands to fill the time available?"Well, il certainly 
did this lime. ln fact, il overflowed the lime avallable. The 
following files represent a helluva lot of work, both in 
Germany and in North America, to gel you chummers 
the straight story on life in the German states of 2054. Or 
mostly straighl , anyway. Aside from the usual electronic 
comments, these files were written by a few different 
people, and though they tried for objectivity, we assume 
a little persona! opinion crept in. 

"This land of ours," to paraphrase a politician of the 
past century, is deflnitely not the par ad Ise people lmag­
ined il to be a hundred years ago, butthen, it isn'tthe hell 
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they envisioned ln the 1980s, either. If you know when 
to get your bull to safety or are satisfled with trideo, 
SoyPizza, and the established political parties, you will 
find plenty of places in Germany where you can lead a 
reasonably comfortablle iife. For all you non-German 
readers out there. this document is our way of saying, 
"Wilkommen,·· or welcome. Read ail there is to read, 
know all there is to know. and maybe drop by for a visit 
sometime. 

We would also like to apologlze to ail customers 
who see their ads in this document appearing months 
later than originally intended. However, their appear­
ance outside Germany (ln translation if you paid the 
small surcharge), ensures that your advertising money 
will help drum up tourist biz. To all readers, our hotline 
is open 24 heurs a day, so don't be strangersl As a 
courtesy to North American readers, we have followed 
standard practice and flagged European entrles wlth 
lime/date stamps that look like this: 01 -APR-54. Ameri­
can entries have the usual 4-1-54 date stamp so that 
readers can tell where any given comment origlnated. 
Forthose chummers reading this who want to sound like 
they know what they're talking about, or want lo know 
what they're saying once they step on German soi!, 
we've dropped in a brief glossary and pronunciation 
guide, taken !rom an unnamed German corporallon's 
drek-handy guide for visiting suits. 



GLOSSARY 

The following glossary includes common German 
slang terms as well as words for which an equlvalent 
English expression is almost impossible to find. Though 
most of these words have been in use for a century or 
more, the glossary also 1ncludes a few examples of street 
slang of more recent vintage. Appropriate pronunciation 
appears in parentheses after each entry. 

affengeil (ahfengulle) adj. See gell. 
AG abbr. "Aktiengesellschaft," meanlng stock corpora­
tion, and ÔAG, meaning the corp is partly publlcly held. 
alter (ulter) n. Llterally "old one": chummer, term, man, 
and so on, as in "Usten up, alter!" The feminine version 
is alte (ulte). 
basta (bustah) n. An expression borrowed from ltalian, 
meaning ''The discussion is closed." 
bôlkstoff (blkstoff) n. North German slang for alcohollc 
beverages, especially beer. 
bulle (bulla) n., pl. bullen. Literally, "bull"; police officer. 
Most Europeans equate policemen wlth cattle; for ex­
ample, the French slang term "vache" means cow. 
deern (dare-n) n. North German term for girl or woman. 
ebbi (abby) n. Colloquial term for the European Cash­
free Transactor ECT, the equivalent of an American 
credstick (derived from the German-language abbrevia­
tion EBZ). 
geil (guile) adj. Used in connection with a thing or 
condition, as in "a geil deck," it means wiz, heavy, and 
so on. Used in connection with a persan, as in "a geil 
little chica," or oneself, as in ''l'rn geil ," it means sexy or 
turned on. Sometimes, the variant goil (see below) is 
used to mean wiz. The word affengeil is a variant for 
bath meanings. 
GmbH abbr. From "Gesellschaft mit beschrankter 
Haftung," a limited liabillty company. 
goll (goil) adj. See Geil, above. 
junge (yoonga) n. Literally "boy"; can mean chummer, or 
serve as a general exclamation of excitement as in "Boy, 
oh boy!" 
KG abbr. From "Komrnandltgesellschaft," limited part­
nership. 
klampfe (clumpfuh) n. Acoustic guitar; positive or neu­
tral when used by folk singers and their audiences, 
derogatory when used by most other people. 
ktelner (cllne-er) n. Literally, "little one." A condescend­
ing form of address. The feminine form is kleine (cline­
uh). 
kumpel (koomple) n. Buddy; also slang for a miner, 
especially a coal miner. Used mostly in the Ruhr area. 
Herr Schmidt (harrshmit) n. Equivalent to Mr. Johnson, 
literally translated "Mr. Smith." 
land (lund) n., p/. lander (lender). Member state(s) of the 
German Alliance: used before the foundation of the AGS 
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ta denote the states of the former Faderai Republic of 
Germany. 
mann (munn) n. Literally, man; equivalent ta the West 
lndian "mon." 
merde (mayrd) n. A French expression, meaning "shit." 
This word is one of the few French expressions still used 
in German slang. 
naktl (nuck tea) n. Member of the extrema right-wing 
terrorist group Nationale Aktion (National Action). 
nee (nay) n. Law German "no"; used throughout northern 
and western Germany. 
OHG abbr. From "Offene Handelsgesellschaft," general 
partnership. 
POM Dependent adj. ln decker slang. phase-of-moon 
dependent means lunatic, crazy. 
shosan (shozun) n. Result. This Japanese term has 
recently become popular among German riggers. 

PRONUNCIATION 

The following guide gives the clos est Englishequlva­
lents for German vowels and consonants. Aside from the 
letter combinations discussed below, German has no 
silent letters: an E at the end of a word is pronounced, 
though usually unstressed. Ali vowels and umlauts can be 
drawn out by adding H or by doubling !hem. 

VOWELS 
A is always pronounced like the U in "fun." 
E is pronounced as in "set"; the rare EE combination 

is pronounced as a stretched-out version of the same 
sound. 

1 is pronounced llke the I in "bit" or "fit." A drawn-out 
1, as in "beast" or "feet," ls wrltten IE. 

0 is pronounced as ln "hot." 
U is pronounced as the 00 ln "look." 
Al,AY, El. and EYareall pronouncedllkethe I in "llke" 

or "bike." 
0 1 is almost inevitably pronounced as Iwo separate 

letters, rather than as in "oil." 
Â (also written AE) is pronounced llke the A in "bad." 
ô (also written OE) is pronounced llke the U in 

"murder." 
ü (also written UE), a sound not used in English, is 

pronounced llke the U ln French "cul de sac" or ;'fumer." 

CONSONANTS 
Most consonants are pronounced just as in English, 

with the following exceptions: 
Bat the end of a word is usually pronounced llke P. 
D at the end of a word is usually pronounced like T. 
G is always pronounced like the G in "get" or "go." At 

the end of a word Il ls usually pronounced like K. 
J is pronounced like the Y in "you." 
R is rolled ln German, llke the "r" in a Scottish burr. 
A single latter "s" followed by a vowel is always a soft 

sound, as in "has" or "casino." ln contrast ta English 
usage. it is always soft at the beglnnlng of a word and 
always hard at the end. S followed by a consonant, as in 
ST or SP. sounds like the "s" in "stop" or "speak" unless it 
is at the beglnning of a word. ln thatcase, il ls pronounced 
like SH ln "shop." 

SS or B (a special letter used only in German) both 
signify an "s" as ln "stop." SS isgenerally used alter a short 
vowel; Bis used mainly after a long vowel, but also after 
umlauts regardless of their length. 

Vis generally pronounced like F when in front of E or O. 
W is pronounced like the English V. 
Z is pronounced TS as in "hits" or "mitts," even at the 

beglnning of words. 
The Engllsh TH sound does not exist in German. If 

the lettercombination occurs at all, it is pronounced as T. 
CH is pronounced like the SH in "shoe" or "shell" after 

E, 1 and all umlauts (A ô, Ü). After A, 0 , and U, it is 
pronounced llke the CH in Scottish "loch" or "och aye." If 
followed by another consonant, as in "christian," il is 
pronounced K Just as lt ls ln English. The English CH 
sound as in "church" is spelled TSCH in German. 

SCH is pronounced as a fuller, rounder version of SH. 
Thereyou haveit. Everythlng you need toknow.)«<« 
- Sysop (00:00:23/30-OCT-54) 
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9.ythlng to declare? Weapons? Viroses? 
Wlresl Nothlng? Weil, lt's yer loss, l wouldn't 
have checked anyways." 

-Typlcal customs humor 

FACTS AT A GLANCl 

Population: 98.3 million (299 persons/square kllometer) 

Human: 68% 
Elf: 3% 
Dwarf: 17% 
Troll: 8% 
Ork: 4% 
Other: less than 5% 

Average Lite Expectancy: 59.6 to 107.1 years, depend-

ing on lncome 
Per Caplta lncome: EC 31.000 (31.000V) 
Population Below Poverty Une: 16% 
On Fortune's Active Traders List: 1% 
Megacorporate Affllladon: 16% 
Annual Crtme Rate: 1.6 felonies/ 100 lnhabitants 

Education: 
Hlgh school dlploma or equivalent: 47% 

University degree or equivalent: 13% 
Rellglous Affiliation: 

Pagan (Polytheist/ Pantheist): 25% 
Atheist/ Agnostic/Unknown: 14% 
German Cathollc: 13% 
Protestant: 12% 
Muslim: 10% 
Roman Cathollc: 8% 
Greek Orthodox/other Christian denomination: 8% 

Jewlsh: 2% 
Other: 8% 

GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMAn 
The Allled German States (AGS) covers 329,256 

square kllometers. lying between 47 and 55 degrees 
north latitude and 6 and 15 degrees east longitude. The 
fiat plains and forests of the north give way to hill country 
in the mldlands and the south. whlch extend to the 
foothllls of the German Alps. Germany' s hlghest point, the 
peak of the Zugspitze mountain, rises 2,959 meters 
above the ground. 
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The Gulf Stream glves Germany lts moderate cllmate. 
The average temper atu re variesacross the country, but has 
warmed by about 1.5 degrees Celsius over the past few 

decades. Mlld, wet wlnters offer occaslonal snowfall as 
weJI as a few violent storms; summers are hot and dry, 
leading to occasional droughts ln August. About twlce a 
year, usually near the end of January and sometlmes ln 
mld-August. heavy smog collects and hangs over the 
urban areas of Rhine-Ruhr, Rhine-Main-Neckar. Halle­
Leipzig, Berlln. Stuttgart, Nuremberg, and Munich. Hlgh 
ozone concentrations occur spontaneously throughout 
the year in these same areas, but most often durlng the 
summer. Areas along the North Sea coast and the 
Wattenmeer mud flats belch methane and other polluting 
gases with increaslng frequency. 



FAIT flRWARD 

GETilNG THERf 

>»»[Standard tounst drek agam, 1 see Guess the 

Germans really do want a few folk to corne over. Person­

ally, l'd rather skip the tounsty stuff and get to some 
paydata for those of us in shadowy places .. . ]««< 

- Matazz (00.10:04/11-18-53) 

»>»[Pay attention, chummer. This "standard tourist 

drek" cornes in handy for plenty more folk than ugly 

Americans tn loud Hawaiian shirts. Sometimes 1t's better 

for a runner to gel m by legIt routes.]««< 
- Austen (01 :11 :06/11 -18-53) 

BY PLANI 
German alrports rank among the bus lest and safest ln 

the world. The major airports operate at Berltn, Düsseldorf 
in the Rhine-Ruhr metroplex. Cologne/Bonn, Frankfurt. 

Munich . Stuttgart, and Hamburg. Ali offer transorbltal 

Aights. Because of Berlln's unique status as a free clty, lts 
alrport rules and regulatlons d lffer from those ln the rest 

ofGermany. 

Average costs for a Alght to Germany from varlous 

locations appear below. Unless otherwise noted, ait prices 
are ln ecus (European currency unlts). For more Information 

on ecus. see Curt'fflcy. p. 14 of thls section. The price glven 

ls to Cologne/BOnn from each listed destination: prices for 
Aights to other alrports vary by 25 ecus more or less. 

BY TRAIN 
Most train llnes lnto the Allied German States use the 

Transrapid (TR) maglev monorail system. TR lines travel 
into Germany from Copenhagen (EC 120), Warsaw (E.C 

230), Vienna (EC 160). and Zürich (EC 100). Prices llsted 
ln parentheses are for fares to Frankfurt, a major German 

AIRFARES TO CiERMANY 
City of Orlgln Cost (ECU/V) 
Delhi 750 
Johannesburg 800 
Lisbon 150 
London 160 
Moscow 400 
New York 800 
Paris 100 
ruyadh 650 
Rome 130 
Seattle 1,500 
Seattle Transorbital 3,000 

Sydney 2,200 
Sydney Transorbital 3,500 
Tokyo 1,900 
Tokyo Transorbital 3. 100 

economlc and rail center. Extensions of the Warsaw line 
to Kiev and the Vienna line to Budapest are under con­

struction, projected to open ln 2058. Other train llnes go 

to Paris via the French TGV high-speed rail system and to 
Rome via the Gennan E.CE hlgh-speed rail system. Sec­

ond-dass fares from Paris to Frankfurt are EC 150: to 

Rome, E.C 150. Ail Transrapid seats are first class: other 
trains offer first and second dass seats, wlth first-class 

prtces one-and-a-half tlmes higher than the amounts 
listed above. 

BYCAR 
Despite the rlsing costs of gasollne, most people 

traveling wlthln Europe stlll prefer prlvate cars. The Scan­

d inavlan route via Copenhagen and Lübeck provides easy 

access to the AGS for visitors from the north: to the east, 

the busiest highways lead to Gdansk and Kaliningrad, 
Warsaw, and Prague. Golng southeast toward Athens. 
travelers must brave the lnfamous • Auto put.• Always a 

hazardous route, the Euro-lslamic wars of the 2030s made 

this trek more dangerous than ever before. 

»»>[To be precise. the Autoput route should be 

reserved for potent1al suicides and trigger-happy ngger 
wannabes. Professional drivers discard the chrome and 

mstall a hidden rocket launcher in the trunk. Extrema 

caution must be exerc1sed south of Budapest. lt's an 
absolute free-for-all down there, and you never know 

wh1ch self-appointed toll collector you'II have to blow 
away next.]<<<« 

-Jagdpanther (16:39:05/22-APR-54) 

n,ough the A lpine roads were once heavlly traveled, 

rhelr use has fal len off slnce the Alpine states began 
demandlng a toll of up to EC 400 per car. Currently, the 

only way to reach ltaly without spendlng one· sen tire bank 

account ls via the Rail and Road system. where the car 1s 
loaded aboard a train in Rosenheim, Bavaria, for a non­

stop trip to ltaly via the Brenner rail tunnel. The only roads 

left open to and from France slnce the Cattenom nuclear 
accident are the E77 from Karlsruhe to Nancy and the 
E 102 from Freiburg to Besançon. 

Customs formalities represent an absolute m inimum 

at the borders to the United Netherlands, Denmark, the 

Czech Republic, and Austrla. but when traveling to Po­
land. France. or Swltzeriand, expect waltlng periods of up 

to several hours. Traveling by train to rhese countries 

offers a distinct advantage; officiais deal with ail formall­
tles during the journey, and the passenger !oses far less 

tlme to customs. 

-+ □ 
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BY SHIP 
Ship travel across the Atlantic and the North Sea has 

become progresslvely rarer. Of Germany's harbors, only 

those at Bremen and Hamburg can accommodate pas­
senger traffic. and the number of luxury liners crulslng the 
world's oceans has dwindled over the past few decades. 

»>»[This is, of course, quite apart from the fact that 
one passenger in three has to be removed from the ship 
by those rnce young men in their clean white coats once 
the taxie spirits who live in the seas produce thelr 
corn mon est effects. 1 seem to recall rumors of one or two 
of those in the North Sea.]««< 

- Kapten Kaos (15:55:00/27-OCT-54) 

The Baltlc Sea. however, supports boomlng ferry 

rraffic between the German harbors of Kiel, Lübeck, and 
Rostock and the harbors of Poland, Scandinavia. the Bal tic 
states. and Russia. Travelers with a Aexible schedule 

should consider the solar-driven "saii ferries" whose 

lower fares make up for the relative length of the trip. 
Those in need ofswifter transportation can book passage 

on the fast. though expensive hovercraft. 

»»>[Sure, the hovers are fast, but not everyone can 
get up for the tirsthand experlence of a race between a 
passenger ferry and an elven torpedo boat. Those 
Sassnitz longears just hate hovercraft. .. ]<«« 

-Kapten Kaos (20:20:13/02-JUL-54) 

ON ARRIVAL 

To enter the AGS, travelers from friendly or neutral 

states generally need only a passport or equivalent travel 

document. By contrast, vlsltors from such "unfrlendiy" 
States as Azt1an, Amazonia, orthose in the Damascus 

League (Alliance for Allah) must present val id entry visas 

and complete medic.al records in addition to passports. 
Every visitor who plans to pursue a professional career in 

Germany must submit such appropriate documents as 

weapon and cyberware licenses, degrees ln maglcal 
dlsclpllnes, other proof of qualification for chosen profes­
sions, and so on. Every v lsltor enterlng the country 

receives a green visitor's card that lists the individual's 

relevant data in wrlting and machine-readable coding and 
also contalns a holographie. portrait and thumbprint. The 

visiter must carry this card at ail times. 

Any visltor planning to work wlthin the AGS should, 

lf possible. handle entry requirements through his or her 
employer. If this is not an option, the German Embassy of 

the job-seeker's home country can provide the necessary 

documentation. Most International business partners of 
the AGS maintain corporate consulates in the German 
dties of Hannover. Frankfurt, Düsseldorf, Hamburg, and 

Munich. For Information on what items vlsitors can bring 
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into the AGS duty-free. travelers should consult the 

German Embassy in their own country. 

CURRENCY 
The AGS uses three currencies: the ecu or EC ([ uro­

pean Currency Unlt), the nuyen. and the deutsche mark 

(DM). Business transactions are usually conducted in ecus 

or nuyen; ln the private sector. the deutschemark (DM) 
remains dominant. 

The historical roots of this apparent monetary chaos 
began ln 1999, when a concerted effort to create a united 

European currency established the ecu as legal tender and 
issued ecu notes and coins. ln theory, the Germangovem­
ment had planned to phase out the deutsche mark over 

several years, completely repladng it with the ecu by 

2030. Unfortunately for that plan, the Awakening, the 
VITAS plague, and UGE. as well as the machinations of 

French astrologers, Engllsh druids. and German national­
ists had already reduced United Europe to astate where 

the question of a shared currency was irrelevant. Despite 

the momentous events that deralled European unifica­
tion, the ecu remalns as an outward sign of European 

willingness to uni te. As l'or the nuyen, its power ls a direct 

resul t of the rlslng strength of the japanese megacorps 
and Japan's generous ald ln helping to rebutld Europe 
after the Euro-Wars of the 2030s. 

Currently, all non-cash transactions are handled in 

either nuyen or ecu; the "hard currency" DM remains in 

use for cash sales. Exchange rates remaln stable at 1 : 1 
between nuyen and ecu and at 2: 1 for either of those 
currencies against the DM. 

Both DM bills and coins circulate throughout the 
AGS. though large-denomlnatlon coins are slowly sup­

planting the bills. These standard plastic coins vary in slze 
and color, and are valued at 50 pfennig/DM 0.5 (white), 
DM 1 (red), DM 2 (blue), DM 5 (white). DM 10 (red). DM 

20 (blue). and DM 50 (green). Five and 10-pfennig coins 

exlst, but are qulte rare, as are the purple DM 100 and 

black DM 250 coins. Ali coins incorporate a microchip, 

which makes them almost impossible to counterfeit. 
Germany does not use the Amerlcan and Japanese­

style credsticks. These must be exchanged for an ECT 
(European Cash-Free Transactor) at the border. 

»>»[Actually, most Germans cal! them Ebbis, from 
the German abbrevlation EBZ. That's short for 
Europaisches Bargeldloses Zahlungsmittel.)««< 

-Raghnal (00:11:53/10-NOV-54) 

An ECT is an EPROM-carrier about the size of a pack 
of cigarettes, with a digital readout and a jack for interfac­

lng with an automatic teller. With access to a Credlink. 

you canuse ECTs to transfer money between accounts via 
the Matrlx or even via radio. Llke the credstick. ECTs offer 

various security clearances and dasses of credlt. Financial 
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Institutions also offer flxed-value ECTs, the equivalent of 

certlfied credsticks. 

TIM[ AND DATES 
Germany runs on Central European lime (Cf.TI, one 

hour later rhan GMT. However, flnancial transactions 
depend on Tokyo Stock E.xchange lime (TS[T), eight 
hours aheacl of CET. Because of this difference, aJI banks 

and most automatic teller mad,ines feature two docks. 
each set to a separate time. but in a 24-hour format. As 
with other E.uropean nations. AGS cltizens wrlte dates as 

day/momh/year. in contrast to the American month/ day/ 

year format. 

>»»[Don't sweat it. l've taken the liberty of scanning 
the files and exchanging the numbers for three-letter 
month codes in all the Euro-entries to avoid confusion. 
Consider lt my belated Christmas gift to all you BBS 
readers.)<<<<< 

-8. J. (04:25:17/29-DEC-54) 

TRAVEL WITHIN CiERMANY 

Once inside the Allied German States, vlsitors have 

multiple options for traveling. Though maglev train and 
car remain the most popular modes of transport, air and 
conventlonal rail travei are also available. 

BY AIR 
Helicopter trips account for nearly half of ail air travel 

wlthln Germany. wlth small turbofan airplanesand prlvate 
jets or alrshlps plcklng up the rest. Most towns with more 
than 50.000 lnhabitants boast an airport, some quite 
extensive. Most inland flights have impressive safety 
records, with the number of crashes and hijackings re­
maining relativeiy low wlthin the past year. 

BeCduse so many dlfferent modes of air travel exist. 
no general price 11st is available. As an example, a tourist­
dass trip from Hamburg to Munich aboard a turbofclO 
costs roughly EC 80. Travelers interested ln exact current 

prices should as" for information at !oc.al airports. 

»>»[Thal "lmpressive safety record" means that one 
out of every hundred thousand flights will hit the ground 
spectacularly or collide with a milltary jet in midair. Or 
maybe one flight in fifty thousand you'II share the ride 
with a meshugge Nazi or Jihad freak, who·s usually 
carrying a holdout pistol and self-made plastic explo­

sives. Hall those skyjackings have a happy ending, one­
third are intercepted with acceptable losses. and the 
remaining 12.5 percent disappear somewhere down 

Lebanon way or get paid for by Uoyds . . . ]««< 
- Daniel 0üsentrieb {a.k .a. Gyro Gearloose) 

(01 :15:56/22-JUN-54) 

1 
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BY TRANSRAPID MAGL[V 
The Transrapid AG magtev trains offer a fast and 

economical alternative to air travel. MajorTransrapid llnes 
lnclude the Copenhagen-Zürlch E.xpress from Lübeck via 
Hamburg and Hannover to Frankfurt, Karlsruhe, and 

freiburg: theCopenhagen-Vlenna Express to Nuremberg 
from Berlin vla Brandenburg. Han nover, and Dortmund to 
Cologne or Rljnstaad (Warsaw-Holland Express) and from 
Lübeck via Berlin and Dresden to Prague. Connectlng 
lines llnk Hamburg to Bremen. Karlsruhe to Munich via 
Stuttgart. Ulm. and Augsburg. and Nuremberg to Munich. 
At least one llne, from Dresden via Kassel to Dortmund, 

is ln the planning stage. Fares forTransrapid travel within 
Germany run roughly 20 percent cheaper than a flight 
along the same route. and take roughly 20 percent less 

time. 

BY CONVlNTIONAL RAILWAY · 
The former t'ederal rallway Deutsche Bundesbahn 

ÔAG maintains an extensive rail network across Ger­
many. lt offers varlous d asses of train service. including 
express. regional. and local trains. ICE/ ECE. (lnterCity 
txpress/ EuroCity Express) is equivalent to first class-fast 
and expenslve: lmerRegio trains are equivalent tosecond 
class: Nahverkehrs-Schnellbahn, or Close Area Trains. 
offer third class, local service. Every town in Germany, no 
matter how smalt, lies withln 20 kilometers of a train 

station. 
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>»»[Could be a really super transport system if they 
could just gel rid of the delays that eat up approximately 
one-tenth of the planned travel time ... ]«<« 

-NN (18:41 :59/10-JUL-54) 

»»>( ... at least.]««< 
-Jagdpanther (18:48:21/10-JUL-54) 

BYCAR 
ln Germany. there exists one c.ar for every two 

inhabltants. which adds up to 49 million automobiles. 
Though most state govemments in the German Alliance 
have banned private cars from city centers, levied taxes 
on automobiles. and leglslated envlronmental controls. 
these measures have done little to curb extensive use of 
cars for lntermediate- and long-distance travel. 

The dense German autobahn (hlghway) necwork ls 
complemented by an extensive system of well-con­
structed roads. known as the BundesstraBen. whlch are 
malntalned by the confederate govemment. Many 
aurobahnen offer hoverlanes and numerous service sta­
tions supplylng energy. batteries. and fossll fuels to 
drivers. Fuel quality reaches the highest E.uropean stan­
dards, but cornes at a steep prlce; one liter of all-purpose 

fuel costs roughly E.C 2.50. 

>>>»(That cornes to 9.5\/ for a gallon of fuel I Talk about 

priceyl]««< 
-Rigger Rodney (14:44:10/16-NOV-54) 

Ali autobahnen and BundesstraBen. as well as many 
dty streets, provide ALI service (Autofahrer leit und 
Information system), an electronic driver Information­
and -guidance system that supplies the c.ar's autopilot 
with ail the necessary data to compute the fastest and 
most economlcal route between departure point and 
destination. While on-llne with A li. independent sub­
systems protect cars from colllslon. allowlng the driver 
and passengers to lean back and relax whlle cnjoying the 
latest trideo as their car takes them safely from Hamburg 
to Nuremberg. The autobahn speed limit ls 130 kph. 
dropping to 90 kph for most other roads. Within city 
llmits, the speed limit drops to 30 kph. 

>»»[A few more points worth noting, people. From 
22:00 to 04:30 hours, the autobahnen become combat 
zones. During that lime, anyone on the road can become 
target practice for bikers or autoduelists, get flattened by 
a hovertruck cruising by at a cool 200 kph, or be led into 
an ambush by taise, pirate ALI signais. Alter ten p.m., kill 
the ALI, turn on your radar, and keep your guns al the 
ready. And if the Bullen gel you, be nlce and pay your 
200 loops for speeding. If you don't stop for the cops, 
you' re nski ng an A V rocket u p you r exhaust pipe.]««< 

-Jagdpanther (19:03:21 /20-FEB-54) 

LA WS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Though many laws dllfer wldely between the various 
states of the AGS. the following three areas of legal con trot 
apply more or le.ss unlformly throughout the country. 
Even with regard to weapons, cyberware, and lllegal or 
addictive substances, however, some variations in inter­
pretation and penalties stlll exlst from state to state. 

WEAPONS 
Except for small. bladed weapons and tear gas. 

private citiz:ens may not carry weapons without a speclal 
permit. However, some llberal weapon laws enacted 
following the Euro-Wars provide an interesting loophole. 
According to the Permission and Carrylng of Arms Act, for 

example. prlvate persons may possess. carry, and use 
varlous blades. pistols, and rifles "for seJf defense and the 
avoidance of substantive damage." Though a permit ls 
still requlred for most l>lades and pistols, it is easler to get 

one. 
ln addition to the standard permit, larger-callber 

weapons requlre a Führungszeugnis. a statement signed 
by the police force of the applicanfs hometown statlng 
that he or she has no cri minai record. Permits for rifles are 
generally reserved for hunters, forest rangers. and private 
sec.urity officers; automatic weapons are only avallable to 
police and mllltary units. Courlers. prlvate lnvestlgators, 
and members of other similar professional groups occa­
slonally also qualify for these weapons. 

Private dtlzens may not possess mllitary weapons 
such as machine guns, rocket launchers, tanks, and gun­
shlps. Explosives and any weapons capable of mass 
destruction are likewlse restricted. lnterpretatlon of the 
Permission and Carrying of Arms Act does, however, 
depend on local jurlsdlction. The Lander (States) of 
Westphalia and Württemberg apply the most restrictive 
reading of the law. but a private citizen c.an carry almost 
any weapon wlthout attractlng attention ln the Free City 
of Berlin or the Marienbad Council. 

CYBERWARE 
At first glance, AGS statutes regulatlng cyberware 

appear less restrictive than ln other E.uropean states. The 
AGS permits possession and use of most types of Oass A 
cyberware, and prohlbits decl<ing only when llkely to 
cause physlcal damage or flnanclal lasses. Under thls 
llberal state of affairs. system owners whose Ries contain 
sensitive data commonly safeguard them wlth state-of­
the-art IC. For the past ten years. deckers and system 
operators have indulged ln an ·arms race" between 

invasive and protective programs. 
Desplte these tolerant laws. those in favor of tighter 

regulation can rely on a boost from a rather unexpected 
source. Any type of machine brought lnto the AGS must 
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fulfill the requirements set by the te!ecommunications 
monopo!y Deutsche Telekom and the Technlscher 
Überwachungsverein (TÜV), a private organization of 
englneers charged by law with vetting technology for 
safety. Because these requirements tend to fall behlnd the 
state of the art by fiveyears, roughly halfthe cyberware in 
current use ln Germany ls lllegal. The sale or use of such 
Items qualifies as a misdemeanor and Is punlshable by a 
fine of between EC 500 and 50,000. These requirements 
render Class B cyberware such as cyberspurs and pro­
gram-carriers illegal. Cyberguns, retinal duplications, and 
cortex bombs are considered Class C cyberware. and are 
prohlbited across the board. 

As with weapons. the punishment for a crime against 
these regulations depends on the state ln which the 
offense occurs. Westphalia has the most restrictive laws 
and largest fines. while Berlin, by contrast. seems like a 
virtually lawless zone. 

ILLEGAL AND ADDICTIVE SUBSTANCES 
Opinions on what constltutes an addictive or person­

ality-enhandng substance remain as divided ln 2054 as 
they have been for the past 100 years. The Dlsseminatlon 
of Personality-Enhanclng Substances and Instruments Act 
of 2049 divides such substances into several classes, with 
different legal penalties for misuse of each class. The 
possession of controlled substances, such as chips, is 
considered a felony in mostofGermany, though interpre­
tatlon of the law and the severity of punishment can vary 
widely. Possession and use of such Class A substances as 
alcohol or freely available sedatives such as [quiLibrium 
Ill , Tranquon Forte, and so on carry no legal penalty, 
though any Class A substance aside from alcohol may only 
be sold in specially licensed shops. 

>»»[Which pay their taxes on time and probably let 
the BIS check their client files as well.]«<« 

-Onkel Doktor (16:09:41/16-JUN-54) 

Though the sale of alcohol to minors ls prohibited, 

Germany has no UCAS-style tegal drinking age. M inors 
may, for example, enter bars or pubs where alcohol 1s 
served even though they cannot buy a drink. ln general, 
the govemmentcon5iders it the parents' jobto keepyoung 
chlldren from drinking. 

» >»[What do you expect from Europeans? The hea­
then influence of their so-called sophistication corrupts 
their entire society and does not » 1 MP DELETED BY 
SYSOP<<)<«<< 

-Hiob (1 2:05:32/21-SEP-54) 

eJI [UNIJE 
HEBTLRQQH! 

.R THQJE WITH 
LEGfU. HftBlTJ! 
99ttf FQR RE 

Gf!'l'l.\' ru t agu 

»>»[Thanks, sysop; If you hadn't done it, 1 would 
have. On a saner note, Germans slmply have a more 
relaxed attitude about drink. What else would you expect 
from acountrywhere beeris considered astaple?]<<<<< 

- Raghnal (00:30:02/1 0-NOV-54) 

» » >(l 've attached a short list of typical offenses against 
the weapons, cyberware, and controlled-substance laws, 
as well as the average sentences. Obviously, the exact 
sentence depends on the judge you get. .. )««< 

- Sandmann (00:50:00/18-MAR-54) 

» »>[ ... and the money you pays . .. )<<<<< 
- Konwacht (00:59:05/18-MAR-54) 

»»>[ . . . and the length of your teeth!)<<<<< 
-Roland von Bremen (01 :08:18/18-MAR-54) 

lil ~ - ' 
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WEAPON FINES AND PUNISHMENT TABLE 

Weapon Type 
(A) Small Bladed Weapon 
(B) Large Bladed Weapon 
(C) Blunt Weapon 
{E) Pistol 
{f ) Rif'le 
(G) Automatic Weapon 
(H) Heavy Weapon 

(1) Explosives/ A mmo 
(J) M llitary Weapons 
(K) Milltary Armor 

(CA) Class A Cyberware 
(CB) Class B Cyberware 
(CC) Class C Cyberware 
(M2) BTLs 

Possession 
EC 200 
EC 500 

EC 2 ,000/ 1 y r 
EC 3,000/2 y rs 

3 yrs 
3 yrs 
2yrs 
5 y rs 

EC 5 ,000/1 yr 
EC 20,000/5 y rs 
EC 3,000/2 yrs 

VIDPHONE AND THE MATRIX 

The ISDNpro standard developed ln Germany ln 
2041 allowed the German Marrix to lntegrate vidphone, 
fax , cable trideo, and simsense dataflows lnto a single 

system. Foreign visitors should pay partlcular attention to 
the icons representlng Integrated satellite uplinks and 
su bu nits ofvidphone and cable trideo services. Approach 
any red columns and hemispheres wlth caution: these 
icons represent cable simsense-feeders and terminais. 
Entering such a subsystem by accident could prove fatal. 

The secession of the South German Lander ln 2038 
prompted the subdivision of the Matrix lnto regional and 
local telecom grlds, glving Germany a UCAS-style LTG/ 
RTG system. though the area code (equlvalent to an LTG) 
remains the dominant unit. The following list of RTGs 

lndudes area codes for major dtles and megacorporate 
offices. as well as the color-number Matrlx sec.urity rat­
lngs. The ITTGs appear ln parentheses followlng the name 
of the region to whlch they apply. The user/ terminal 
number may be up to 8 digits long. For example. the SAN 
of the Confederate Press Office ln Hannover can be 
reached at (01 -22) 100-0278. 

NorthemGennany (D-0 1 or0491 , RadngGreen-3) 
Hamburg: Area codes 20/23/24. Rating Green-4 
Berlin: Area codes 10/ 11 / 12. Rating Orange-3 
Hannover: Area code 22, Rating Orange-5 
Bremen: Area code 21 . Ratlng Green-5 
Rügen: Area code 19, Ratlng Orange-5 
Arkoblock 1-4: Area codes 201- 204. Rating Red-4 

Soudlem Gennany (D-02 or 0492, Radng Green-4) 
Munich: Area code 10. Rating Green-4 
Stuttgart: Area code 20, Rating Green-4 

Offense and Rne/lmprlsonment 
Use Sale 

EC 1,000 
EC 2,000 

EC 3,000/2 yrs 
EC 5,000/3 yrs 

3 yrs 
5 y rs 
3 yrs 
5 yrs 

E.C 1,000 

1 yr 
5 yrs 

EC 5,000 
E.C 10,000 
EC 5.000 

EC 20,000/3 y rs 
EC 30 ,000/4 y rs 
E.C 50 ,000/5 y rs 

EC 100,000/10 yrs 
EC 100,000/ 10 yrs 
EC l 00,000/ l O yrs 

E.C 20,000/2 yrs 
E.C 20,000/2 y rs 
E.C 50,000/5 yrs 

10 yrs 
15 yrs 
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Nuremberg: Area code 30, Ratlng Green-3 

Heidelberg: Area code 40, Ratlng Green-3 

Rhine-Ruhr (D-03 or 0493, Ratlng Green-4) 
E.ssen: Area code 10. Ratlng Green-4 

Düsseldorf: Area code 20. Ratlng Green-4 
Cologne: Area code 30, Ratlng Green-3 

Dortmund: Area code 40. Ratlng Green-2 
Ruhr University: Area code 44. Rating Orange-4 

Ruhrmetall: Area code 27, Ratlng Orange-5 
Scleder-Krupp: Area code 1 1, Ratlng Red-5 

Greater Frankfurt (D-04 or 0494, Ratlng Green-4) 

Frankfurt: Area code 10 , Rating Orange-3 

l'v\ainz/Wiesbaden: Area code 20, Rating Green-4 
Mannheim/Ludwigshafen: Area code 30. 

Raling Green-4 
Frankfurt Bank Association: Area code 1 1, 

Rating Red-5 

AG Chemie: Area code 33, Rating Red·S 

SOX (0499, Ratlng Red- 4) 
SOX-ÔffNet: Area code 10, Rating Green-3 

Information about the predseallocation of area codes/ 

LTGs coded 11 to 47 is restricted by law. 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
The following list provides important emergency 

services numbers that can be reached from anywhere ln 

Germany. Ali numbers listed below. as well as ail area 

code 09 numbers, Cdn be called free of charge. 

General Emergency: Punch 1 1 1 or use an emergency 
column. These black- and yellow-striped columns func­

tion llke PANICBUTTONs and are liberally d.istrlbuted 
throughout the AGS on city streets. 

Emergency M edlcal Service (BuMoNa): 909 
League for Met..human Rlghts: (01 - 10) 3333. The League 

provldes armed protection and legal ald. 
Smog and Allergy Wamlngs: 444 
Envlronmental Hotllne: 44 7 
Telekom Information Service: 900 
Tour1st Information: (09) 1 1 22 

M edJcal Treatment 

Severa! private and publlc organiL:1tions throughout 

the AGS provlde medlcal treatment ln both emergency 
and non•emergency situations. Ali German cltizens pay 

forcasualty service and general medlc.al treatment through 
social securlty. Because the treatment avallable through 

public insurance is generally minimal, foreigners may 

wlsh to consider buying or retalnlng private insurance 
coverage during rheir stay. 
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BuMoNa 
The only nationwide medical emergency service avail­

able tovisltors ls the Bund für Mobilen Notfall-Arzteinsatz 
(BuMoNa). loosely connected to Doc Wagon and Careline. 
Visitors lnsured by BuMoNa receive an emergency moni­
tor supplled by their nation's embassy for the duration of 
their vislt to Germany. BuMoNa insurance costs EC 30,000 
annually. cmd its service lncludes tissue-cloning to provide 
replacement organs needed as a result of severe injury or 
the production of multiple organs for cryogenic storage. 
As with DocWagon, BuMoNa unlts arrive wlthin 15 min­
utes of recelvlng an emergency c.all, and one free resuscl­
l!'.tion is included in the standard fee. The 15-minute time 
limit applies even wlthln those areas considered danger­
ous because of envlronmental conditions or excessive 

violence. but does not cover war or revolution. BuMoNa 
also offers a speclal service for mages. providlng magical 
healing in a BuMoNa cllnlc. Such a special contract for 

mages costs a whopping EC 50,000 annually. 

COST OF LIVING 

ln general, the cost of living ln Germany ls cheaper 
than in the UCAS. Food. clothing, accommodations, trans­
portation. vehicles, and maglcal equipment are cheaper. 
while domestic and Japanese products tend to cost less 
than UCAS lmports. However, electronics and weapons 
can cost considerably more. Weapon prlces vary accord­
lng to the merchandise ln question and the local posses­
sion laws. German-produced cyberware, cyberdecks. and 
programs cost almost twlce as mud1 as Japanese or 
American imports. but tend to be of higher qualicy. The 
following list provides the average cost of common ser­
vices. Prlces may vary by area or clty sectlon. 

FOREIGN PRODUCTS 
Domestic variants of foreign products are gener­

ally available for 90- 120 percent of standard price, 
as shown on the table. 
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AVERAGE EX.PENSES FOR ONE PERSON 
Coffin hotel EC 5-40 
Single room w/ breakfast E.C 50-300+ 
Single room w/three 

mealsa day 
Chip shop meal 
Fast food restaurant meal 
Lunch at moderate restaurant. 

including tip 
Dinner at three-star restaurant. 

including tip 
Rentai car, per day 
Cab ride. inner city 
Bus or train t icket, 

lnterRegional 
Entry to museum 
Ticket to rock concert/ 

soccer game 

E.C 200-1.000+ 
EC 2 

E.C 5-25 

EC 40-200 

At least EC 250 
EC 30+ 

EC 5 (approx.) 

EC 5/ day 
EC 3 (approx.) 

EC 15-50 

FOREIGN PRODUCT COSTS 
rroduct 
Type 
Weapons 

Cost 
(% of standard prlce) 

200 
Security E.lectronics 
E.ntertainment Electronics 

150 
80-120 

Cyberware• 
Japanese 100 
Arnerican 200 

Vehicles 
Japanese 90 
American 200 

*See Cyberware. p. 16. 



Î:e rea/ hlstory ls ln my appolntment book, 
but I guM.tnttt you won 't get your h.tndJ on that. 

-Or. Viktor Pla.ten, tonnerChalrman of the Board, 

AG Chemle 

PRELUDE 

The rlse of the Slxth World opened a tumultuous 

chapter ln Germany·s hlstory. Economie collapse. envl­

ronmental tragedy. and polltlcal lnstablllty marked the 
mlllennlum and the beglnnlngs of the 2 1 sr century for our 

country. Desplte dlsaster upon dlsaster. Germany has 

somehow endured And lt 1s by looklng to the past that we 

wlll bulld the Germany of the ru ture. 

>»»[Such pralse lor such degeneratlon.)«<« 
- Dark Falher (08:2O:17/13-AUG-54) 

The economlccollaps,e 

of the Ruhr area lust prlor 10 

the turn of the century her• 

alded the nlghtmare events 

tocome. Yearsofeconomlc 

itnd polltlcal neglect led to 
the area·srulnlnthe l990s. 

Though the federal govem­

ment belatedly recognl2ed 

the danger and pumped bl 1-
llons of deutsche marks lnro 

the reglon hoplng to attract 
new lnvestors to what re­

malned of lts economy. the 

effort falled. Too much of 
the local population had aJ­

ready mlgrated to southem 

Germany and the eastem 

U\nderln se,,rch of lobs and 
!>eeurlty, le,wlng the sudden lnAux of gov,ernment money 

llttle on whlch to bulld. 
Hlgh unemployment and sporadlc shortages of nec­

essary goods led to bloody unrest ln the Ruhr cltles of 
Dortmund. Herne. and Es.sen. Hundreds dled. ,lnd the few 

employers brave enough ro conslder lnvestment ln the 

troublecll Ruhr reglon b.1cked off ln the face of the violence. 

The Party of Democratlc Soclallsm (PDS). successor to the 
rullng Communlst SEO of what h,,d once been c.ast 

Germany. managed a remarkable succe.ss ln thelr last 

electlon as an lndependent party. but a retum to commu­

nlsm could not Stave off collapse. Wlthln the Arst decade 
of the 21 St century, the economlc rot would spread 

beyond the Ruhr to engulf other parts of Germ,lny. 

FIRST ACT: THINGS TO COME 

Between 2001 and 2004. a serles of envlronmenc,,J 

catastrophes struck the Fcderal Republic of Germany. 
Long-forgotten landAlls ln the former East Germany be­

gan to leak poisons of every description lnto the ground 

water. leadlng the govemment to evacuate and seal off 
wlde areas of the et"\Stem l<'\nder. Wlthln a few weeks of 

these evacuatlons. a second area ofGermany succumbed 
10 envlronmental catastrophe when the Baltlc Sea be­

came so polsoned with the 
brown sludge of toxlc. 

c.,ustlc chemlcal deposlts 
that the: surroundlng com­

munltles could no longer 
survive. lt was not long 

be fore the advance of glo­

b.'1 warmlng and the cu­

mulative effects of pollu­

tion trlggered the sa.me 

collapse ln the North Sea. 
affectlng the seabo.1rd re­

glons of Germany. Den­

mari<. and the Netherlands. 

Polltlml changes followed 
ln the wake of the ecologl­

cal nlghtmare. wlth a coa­

lition of the soclal-demo­

cratlc SPD and the llberal. ecology-mlnded B0ndnls 200 
(Compact 2000) sweeplng the federal electlons of 2002. 

Unforrunately. the changlng of the polltlc.1I guard proved 

to be 100 llttle. too late. 
On November 19 , 2003, the worst flash Rood ln 

recorded hlstory struck the North Sea reglons of Germany. 



bé\thlng wlde swaths of Hamburg as well as eastem and 

western f t1sla ln olly sewage. Though the govemment 

shut down the nudear plants cllong the Lower Elbe River 
ln tlme 10 prevent an even worse catastrophe, thousands 
dled ln the Rood and then (rom chemlcal polsonll'\g ln the 

weeks followlng the d lSc\Ster. 

The North Sea catastrophe prompted the govem­

ment 10 shut down ,,Il remcllnlng German nude." plants 
by the end or 2004. Desplte the long-term benenrs of thls 

move. the speed or the operatlon aeated lts own prob­

lems. At Blblls, near Mannheim ln southem Germany. 
englneers wor1dng 100 qulckly to dose the plant relused 

small amounts of radlo.lCtlve gases lnto the atmosphere. 

An Invest igation or the Incident. completed ln 2007. 

reported th..11 the complex had corne whhln a halr's 
bre.,dth of a meltdown. 

ln M.,y 2005. polltlcal and social tensions ln E..1S1em 

Europe erupled lnto the Border Wars, extended sklr­
mlshes between Rus.si.,. Ukraine. Poland, and the Baltlc 

States that lasted almost six months and dalmed 1 5.000 

llves. The w,v ln the eas1 prompted Germ,,ns living 

uncomfortably near the conRlct to mlgrate to Germany's 
southem Md western reg Ions. Refugecs from the warrlng 

countr1~ jolned thls Rlght. n,e Russl,m Republlc's losses 

ln the war bolstered lsolatlonlsrs wl thln her govcmment, 
wl\lch ln tum brought catis for secesslon from the o ther 

members of the Commonwealth of lndependent States 

(CIS). from Slber1a. and from other seml-auIonomous 

areas of Russla. lts nelghbor' s tu rmoll ,,ffected the German 
economy, poundlng one more nall lnto the lld or the 

coffin. Though the Gemman govemment workcd dlplo­

matlcally 10 try 10 persuade the members of the CIS 10 
resolve 1helr d lfferences and to s1reng1hen thelr extem,,I 

economlc tles. the damage to the German economy had 

,,lready been done. By the end or 2005. the North Sea 

c.uastrophe, wldespread despolllng or the envlronment. 
and rhe Border Wars had aeated sudH", nood of migration 

from northem and eas1em Germany that the dtles of the 

south could no longer h..mdle the massive population 
explosion. 

ln an effort 10 malntaln lts voter base. the federal 
govemment pas.sed leglslation glvlng migrants,, volce in 

local as well as general electlons ln e,ufy 2006. Respond­
lng ,mgrlly. the overburdened southem Under of Bavarl,, 

and Baden-WOmemberg went co the Germ,,n Cons11tu-

1lonal Court ln Karlsruhe. threatenlng to secede from the 

Federal Republic unless the govemment revoked the new 

election law. This ultlmatvm tr1ggered wldespread pro­
tests that swlftly esc.1lated beyond contrai. Pro-migrant 

polltldans were gunned down in the streets ln broad 

dayllght, inflation rose dramatlcally, and for the Rrst tlme 
ln its hlstory the deu1sche mark dropped ln value agalns1 

o ther currcndes. 
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>»»[Based on what I thlnk I know about the Germans, 
1'11 bet that fragged more people than the rioting did. The 
Germans have always been very proud of their 
economy.)««< 

-Gelfln (08:01 :14/1 1·09-54) 

The general electlons ln )uly or 2006 gave a sllm 

majorlty to ,, coalition of candidates from the leftist social 

democrat SPD cmd the USPD (lndependent German So­
dalls1 Party). members or BOndnls 2000. and a f-ew 
communlsts. Wlthln months, however. the Oedgllng gov­

emment round itself at loggerheads with Germany·s 

powerful megacorporatlons. The corps, dlsturbed by gov­
emment actlvlries they percelved as threats to their 

opera1ions. began to exert economlc pressure to force the 

governmenl to bdck down At the Sc\lT'le 1ime that vat'lous 

pro-corporate leg,,I decisions in the United States were 
extending corporate power rhroughout the world. the 
German govemment was succumblng increaslngly 10 

corporate lnvolvement ln lrs affalrs. For examplc. the 

Berlln electlon of 2007 gave the d ty a government 

comprlsed almost entlrely of cronles of the Daimler-Benz 
corporation. 

By mld-2008. the coalirlon govemment collapsed 
under its lnabllity 10 have any effect on the elghteen­
month soci,,I ,1nd economlc crlsls. The USPD broke from 

the coalition. and the SPD lllled thelr places by enterlng 

lnto partnership Wlth the Christian Demoaatlc Union. Ali 

thls polltfcal mcmeuverlng brought nodw,ge toGermany·s 
mlserable economy. however. Wlldcat strlkes contlnued. 

rlots raged ln the strcers. and rhe people s dem,mds 

became more and more radie.al . ln an attempt to malntaln 
lts inaeaslngly precarlous control, the govemmel"t began 

to rely heavily on the federal Border Guards 

(Bundesgrenz.schut:z. or BGS) and Under, or lndivldual 

scate. pollce forces. 

SECOND ACT: APOCALYPSE 

The death knell or German demoaacy tolled on 

M.vch 4. 2009. At 3:58a.m .. the nudea, plant at Cattenom 

ln the French province or Lorraine lost both lts pr1mary and 
secondary coollng systems. Desplte herolc dttempts by 

the plan1's workers 10 prevent disaster. meltdown began 

a1 9:31 p.m. At 10:05. the superheated uranium bumed 
rhrough the contalnment vesse!, wlthln minutes produc­

ing a highly exploslve gas. At 10:08. Block 2 or the plant 
exploded. releasing,, r,,dloactlve doud. Prevalllng sou th· 

wcsterly wlnds blew the toxic cloud across the country· 
side and lnto nearby provinces or both France and Ger­

many. Though at Rrst hamped by the sheer magnitude or 

the dlsaster. German and french authorltles eventually 

managed to evacuate the entlre Saarland. the province or 
Lorraine. and the 1lny nation of Luxembourg. 



>»»[Fact is. the first news of the accident to corne 
through on the radio set off a mass panic that probably 
killed more people than the meltdown. People butchered 
each other just trying to gel on the trains going out. and 
the roads were filled with the burnlng wrecks of massive 
pileups stretchlng for dozens of kilometers.]«<« 

-Old Man (06:54:11 /12-OCT-54) 

Accordlng to official sources. the meltdown cialmed 

37 .241 lmmedlate vletlms. By the year 2045. v lctlms of 

radiation slcknes.s brought on by the dlSdSter brought the 

toll to 135.72.8. 

»»>[Of which a total ol 780 were still alive and hurting 
1n 2053.)<«« 

-Old Man (08:09:33/12-OCT-54) 

The govemment dedc1red the Saarland and the nearby 
administrative district of Trier dlsaster areas. Reru.gees 

from the strlcken reglon flooded the Rhlneland-Palcltlnate, 

the southem pan or Hesse near the dty or Frankfurt. and 
northem Baden-W0memberg . The government declared 

these areas ellglble ror dlSdSter rellef as well. but con­

fronted wlth another Influx of Immigrants. Bavarla and 

Badcn-W0memberg c.arrled out thelr threêlt to secede. 
On April 29. 2009. the Federal government struck 

back. Vestlng lts power ln a mllltary councll chalred by 

GeneraJ Horst Stôckter. the govemment dlssolved all 
pdrllaments and Under govemments and establlshed 
martial I,,w. Amazlngly. the population barely reslsted. 

Only ln secesslonlst Bavarla dld the local police reslst 

attempts to conflscate thelr weapons and effortS to oc­
cupy the Munich state chancellery. the seat of Bav<1rla's 

govemment. By May 4. however. the Bavarlan reslsters 

had surrendered. glVlng General Stôckter's mllltary junt,, 

contrai of the entlre German nation. 
As the mllltary began to consolldate lts power over 

lncreaslngly vodrerous International obJectlons. the Rrst 

wave of the VIT AS pandemlc hlt Germany. Thanks to the 
quarantine lmposed by the mllltary and to Germany·s hlgh 

level or medlcal care. the death toll was relatlvely low 

except ln areas overpopulated by rerugees from the 
evacuated Saarland. By the end of 2010. more than 4.5 

mllllon people had dled of the mysterlous. deadly dls­

ease. The German economy ground to a saeechlng hait. 
for some months tecterlng on the edge of lts worst crlsls 

slnce the rulnous Inflation of 1923. The Stôckter govem­
ment kept strlkes and revolts 10 ,, minimum by provldlng 

free food and shelter for VIT AS survlvors. but the ever­

worsenlngsltuatlon whlttled awé\y ,,t the mllltary reglme·s 

contrai. 
As the VITAS plague dedmated entlre populations. 

the ravaged ~1flh struck back agalnst centuries or human 
c.arelessness. On February 9. 201 1, hurricane-force wlnds 

of staggertng power pushed the polsoned waters of the 
North Sea lnto the mouth of the [lbe Rlver. preclpltatlng 

the worst flood ln human hlstory slnce the BlbllcaJ deluge. 

ln the mldst of fr an tic evacuatlons. the dlkes of North Fris la 
burst and the dams or the Dutch ljsselmeer gave way. 

When rhe talnted waters nowed back out to sea a week 
tarer, they brought wlth them most of the NetherlMds. 
the whole of E.ast Frlsla. and large parts of North Frlsla. The 

land that remalned lay burled under toxlc sludge th,11 
made the marches unlnhabltable. The catasrrophe cialmed 

aJmost half a mil lion lives. and nearly 45 million people ln 

the Netherlands. Belglum. Germany. and Denm.vk lost 

thelr homes. ln the city or Hamburg. the waters never 
receded. eamlng lt the nlc.kname · venlce of the North." 

Wlth the clty's legltlmate economy shattered by the 

Roodlng, Hamburg developed a black-market economy 
chat would tum lt lnto a smuggler's paradlse wlthln a few 

short years. The floodlng also hlt derunct nudear plants at 

Brunsb0ttel and Brokdorf. tumlng the rulns lnto radioac­

tive tlme bombs. 
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Though the mllltary govemment's heélvy-handed 

relocatlon and reconstruction measures sparked wlde­

spread reslstance, no one can deny that the effort helped 

prevent tens of thousands of addltlonal dcaths. General 

Stôckter decreed a restructurlng of the federal Ulnder, 

unltlng the northern Lt,nder of Schleswig-Holstein, 

Mec.klenburg-West r omeranla, Lower Saxony. Bremen. 

and the northem pclrt of S.1Xony-Anhall to form the North 

German rederatlon. The mllltary coundl also establlshed 

the Spedal Leglslatlve Zone ln the S.\ar (SOX). 

Germany's megacorporatlons took advantage of the 

chaos and subsequent reconstruction to absorb countless 

smaller companles and expand thelr own empires. Tele­

communlc.atlons, Information, and computer-related busl­

nesses and lndust ry settled mostly ln southem Germany, 

leavlng the North German Federatlon to heavy lndustry. 

agrlbuslness, and mld-level corporations pursulng hlgh 

technology. On November 23,201 1, the Treaty of Passau 

settled ail remalnlng disputes about the rlghts or national 

and International corporations, effectlvely guaranteelng 

e.xrraterrltorlallty to any corporation larger than a certain 

slze. Wlth thls treaty, the megacorporatlons had become 

the most powerful force ln the new Germany. 

AWAKENING 
On Oecember 24, 201 1, slghtlngsoftheflrst dragons 

<lnd paranormal crearures heralded the dawn of the Slxth 

World. ThC$C creatures flrst appeared ln areas of gre,n and 
andent power: ln the (lfel and Harz. mountalns. the 

Bohemlan Forest (Bôhmerwald), the Glant Mountains 

(Rleseingeblrge). and the Allgilu Moiunt,,lns. Though lnl­

tlally given llttle credence. the slghtlngs recelved respect­

n.,I attention ,\S reports of slmllc\r occurrences began 

comlng ln from ,,Il over the world. By e<lrly 201 2. four 

grcat dragon~Lofwyr. Nebelherr, Kaltensteln, and 

Feuerschwlnge--h,,d each appcc1red al least once ln 

Germany. Kal1ensteln dlsappe,ued before the end of 

2012. apparently kllled by Lofwyr and Nebelherr, Wlthln 

rwo years, feuerschwfnge also dlsappeared, though ru­

mor now places hlm ln lceland. Nebelherr retreated 10 the 

Wei and Harz mount,\lns, and Lofwyr lnvolved hlmself ln 

human ,lffalrs. E.ventually. thls grea1 d ragon would be­

corne lord and mé\Ster of the Sc-leder-Krupp [lectrtc.al and 

Mechanlcal Corporation. 

Throughout 2012. the media lncreaslngly devoted 

thelr headllnes to staries aboul maglc.,I occurrences, 

espec~ly slghtlngs of dragons and new nature spirits and 

elementals. Other new specles such as barghests and 

devll rats also emerged. but thelr appearance was i\l'trlb­

uted not to the rlse of magic but 10 m utations caused by 

the nuclear meltdown at C.1ttenom. When the nrst wave 

of Une.xplalned Genetie E.xpresslon (UGE) ln 2021 pro­

duced a dlsproportlonate number of dwarfs, many sden­

tists at flrst belleved they were also vlctlms or nudear 
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dis.aster rather than as h<1rblngers of the Slxth World. ln a 

backlash agalnst the startllng, frlghtenlng global changes 

wrought by the Awakenlng. vast numbers of people 

sought the comfort of religion and Jolned the E.cumenlcal 

Oevotlon Movement and Cathollc n.ind,.mentallst groups. 

By 20 14, sllghtly less than half the German population 

belonged to mc,tor rellglous organlzations. Others ex­

plalned the Slxth Wortd's unsettllng m,\glœl phenomena 

ln sdentlflc terms, dlstandng themselves from religion by 

dolng so. 

The year 20 14 also saw the fi rst active use of magic 

wlthln Germany, by the Slntl and the Roma. Aise known 

é\.S gypsles, the Roma h,1d begun settllng permanently ln 

Germany at the turn of the century and become German 

dtlz.ens. Scomed untll now for thelr ,\Ssodatlon wlth 

magic, the gypsles welcomed the new respectab!llty that 

the rtse of true magic brought chem. Mi\glcally ,,ctlve 

members of the neo-femlnlst and nature-falth move­

ments also took advantage of the power of true magic. 

Dlfferlng theologlcal and phllosophlc.,1 explanatlons for 

the apparent re,,l'lty of magic led 10 a spllt ln many 

rellglous communltle:s. the most bitter of whlch occurred 

wlthln the German Cathollc Church. lmmedl,\lely follow­

lng the Blshops' Conference of Aprtl 2014. the dlocese of 

M0nster broke from Rome and prodalmed ltself the 

cen ter of the True Church of the Lord God ,1nd His Saints. 

Rejectlng the very ldea of magic, thls conservatlve dlo­

cese could not stom ach even the Vatlcan·s llmlted, ec,u­
tlous acknowledgment and tolerance of the world · s new­

est source of power. The rellglous confllcrs arlslng from 

thls schlsm esc.,lated lnto open violence on several occ.,­

slons. promptlng the final separatlon of church and state 

ln Germany. Much to the chagrin of the M0nster church. 

Roman Carholldsm remalned dominant among German 

C.\lhollcs. 

DlMOCRA TIC RlSTORA TION 
On August 22, 2014, partlamentary electlons orga­

nlzed by the Mllltary Coundl retumed Germany to a form 

of demOC1atlc govemment. That dldn' t prevent such 

emergency laws as the loosenlng of the federal structure 

and the enhanced rtghts of large corporations from re­

malnl ng enshrlned ln the new German Constitution, how­

ever. Desplte the apl)<\rent retum to demOC1acy, social 

unrest contlnued and even escalated ln certain areas. 

The capltal dty of Berlin, the economlc center of 

northem Germany, became a hotbed of polltlcal violence. 

Trylng to quell the rebelllon. the government dedared 

Bertin an exclusion zone ,md endrded lt wlth mlllt,,ry 

unlts ln Aprtl 2015, but the troops weren't able to keep 

motorcycle hooligans and mobs from the dty's lmpover­

lshed outlylng areas from plunderlng Berlin and lts fash­

lonable suburbs. ln an eerle echo of an earller, darker tlme, 

the govemment constructed a temporary wall aJound 



Berlin. Potsdam. Oranienburg, and a few other suburbs. 
The walled dty's only remalnlng connections wlth the 

ourslde wortd were the he~wlly patrolled Transr,,pld and 

ECE hlgh-speed train links and Berlin 's three ,\lrports. 

bcept for the besleged Berlin. the years from 201 S 
to 2020 passed ln relative quiet. Under newly elected 

Chancellor MelBner. the federal govemmem launched a 

glilnt reconstruction program largely flnanced by the 

megacorporatlons. The United States pulled large num­
bers of troops out of Germany ln order to flght lts war 

agalnst the Native Amerlc.,ns ln 2016 and 20 1 7. but most 

Germans hardly notlced thelr absence. Native Amcrlcan 

sympathlz.ers occaslonally demonstrated ln front of or 
even attacked Amerlc.,n emlxmles and Institutions. but 

the Amcrlc.,n confllct provoked linle strong public reac­

tlon. The German media scene showed brlef exc.ltement 

over the Introduction of ASIST (Artlfldal Sensory Induc­
tion System) technology ln 2018. but the euphorla over 

the new "slmsense· qulckly dled down as the new 
technology bec..,me lncreaslngly commonplace. 

German shlpplng h,ld begun 

to decline bcfore 2020. as toxlc 
spirits began to tum up more and 

more frequently ln the North Sea. 

ln 202 1 . the govemment dedared 

the North Sea 100 polluted for 

wldespread commercial use. Es­
sentlal shlpplng lanes were kept 

open by spedal de.mup vessels. 
but most shlpplng companles 

swltc.hed to computerlz.ed ships 

for North Sea Joumeys, uslng live 

crews only for trans.,tlantlc voy• 
ages. The ,1ppe,1rance o f hlgh­

performance solar cells on the 

market ln mld-2021. together 
wlth the useofecologlcally sound 

bulldlng practlces and the con­

st,,ntly shrlnklng power requlre­

ments of household appllances, 
began to ch,,nge Germ,,ny's 

power supply from a centrallz.ed 
to a decentrallz.ed system. Hav­

lng spent the prevlous flve years 

rebulldlng lts shattered soclety, 

Germany flnally seemed on the 

road to recovery when another 
crisls struck. 

ln mld-202 1, about 15 per­
centofGermany's cltlz.ens under­

went sudden. violent physlcaJ changes. Though some 

vlctlms d led ln screamlng agony. the rest became nlght· 

marlsh creatures popularly dubbed orks and trolls. Though 
thls • gobllnlz.atlon • was occurrlng throughout the world. 

Germany- for re·asons stlll unknown-produced a dls­

proportlonate number of trolls. At flrst. the vlctlms of 

gobllnlz..1tlon were treated llke lepers. Sorne people even 

proposed establlshlng camps for them, a pollcy wldely 

applauded by the general public. The gobllnlz.ed Germans 
met thls thre,u by organlz.lng the now-legendary Mutant ·s 

Congress ln Cologne. durlng whlch they threatened open 

revoit é\galnst the rest of German sodety If lt dared to so 
set them apart. The si tuation mlght have gonen com ­

pletely out of hand had not the second wave of vrr AS 

chosen that moment to hlt Germany. 

THIRD ACT: FALS[ DAWN 

The omlnous specter of death Cc1St by the second 
wave of the vrr AS plague sllenced the volces of mclsm . 

This tlme the plague clalmed 371.044 llves. but· thls w<IS 
far less than the death toll of lts v irulent p redecessor. As 

the world retumed to a semblance of normal. the brlefly 

lnterrupted social unrest resur• 
faced wlth a vengeance. Demon­

stmtlons and screet llghts were 

breaklng out everywhere. espe­
dally ln Berlln. The capital dty, 

whose slow sllde lnto anarchy 

had bcgun ln 201 S. was now a 
lawtess lungle of glass and 

chrome corporate hlgh-rlses and 

glgantlc. govemment-bul lt office 
blocks. ln October 2022. mem • 
bers of the federal govemment 

quletly packed thelr bags and 

sllpped away to H,,nnover 10 set 

up govemment anew ln a klnder 
envl ronment. Parll,, ment fol ­

lowed ln ihe sprlng of 2023. On 

April 29 of that year. Berlin ex­

ploded lnto violence and anar­
chy. Wlth no real 1,,w enforce­

ment left ro stop the rloters. the 
ensulng chaos left 14 de,,d . more 
than 2,000 ln)ured, 14,000 ar­

rested. and damage estlmated In 

the bllltons of deutsche marks. 

The govemment's move t·o 
Hannover ln the North German 

Federatlon provoked .mgry pro­

test from the leaders of the 13.l· 
varlan Utnd. To plaCélte the pow• 

erful souchem st,lle. federal au­

thorltles guarante-ed Bavarla the rlght of veto over certain 

dedslons. Though thls move quleted the proœsts. lt 
would prove a costly mlsrake. 
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By the end of 2022. several German m~es had 

formed the Doctor Faustus Society to campalgn for recog­

nition of hermetlc mi\glC as a science. A full six years later. 
thcy flnaJly got thelr wlsh. Alter navlgatlng a bureaucratie 

maz.e that lncluded the Research of Pc1ranormal and Para­
medlcal r>henomena Act, the E.nactment of Patent Law vs. 

M,\glc.,1 Formuli\5 Decree. and the Control and Release of 
Paranormal. Parablolog!Cc'.11, Maglcal. ,md Noncorporeal 

E.nt!tles Act. the UnlVerslty of Heidelberg establlshed the 
flrst professorshlp of magic ln 2028. Setween 2028 and 

2032, the unlversltles of Gôttlngen. TOblngen. Marburg, 

Md Berlin followed suit. 

Though Berlin had survlved the lnlrlal spasm of 

violence prompted by the federal govemment's aban­
donment. the former capital contlnued to suffer unrest 

throughout the 2020s. Whlle the dtlz.ens rloted ln the 
streets. members of the Senate. composed of both srate 

and clty govemmcnt offic!als sponsored by the varlous 

megacorps. squabbled over petty divisions of power. 
Strlkes repeatedly brought public services to a standst!II. 

and gre,,ter numbers of the cJty's lmpoverlshed masses 

tumed to é\narcho-syndlcist Md neo-anarchlst move­

ments. When the clty govemment used the paramllltary 
Federal Border Guards to suppress a public transport 

strlke that colnclded wlth the occup,ulon of Berlln's 

unlversltles. lt was l!ke throwlng a llghted match lnto a 

powder keg. The city erupted ln d vlrtual civil war that 
clalmed hundreds of !Ives over several weeks. yet d ld not 
serlously ,,ffect the cJty's economy. Confldent that thelr 

pocketbooks were s.:,fe no matter what happened. dty 

govemment officiais saw no reason l'O chcmge thelr ways. 
n,ose who could afford !t lgnored the violence ln the 

streets whlle enjoylng the new slmsense clnemas or 
exotlc designer chips. As long as the rlch and ),,ded stlll 
got thelr ptece of the pie, they left the men ln charge of 

business and polltlcs to thelr devlces. 

Another pli\gue struck the planet on February 8. 
2029. when a worldwlde computer virus attacked and 

destroyed both state and corporate computer flles. The 

Crash of ·29 annlhlltlted m,,ny of Germany·s smaller 

compc1.nte.s and those that depended on electronlc trans­
actions and Information exchange, espec.lally ones ln 

crlsls-prone Berl!n. Followlng the Cr,\Sh. a second wave of 

corporate mcrgers set the foundatlon of modem-day 

Germany's economlc structure. 
ln 2030. the Nonh German Federatlon began re­

settlement of the devastated North Secl shore. The newly 
bullt habitats at Gronlngen. f.mden, and Bremerh,wen. 

flnanced by a German-Dutch-)apanese combine. became 

the foundatlon of the glant Arkoblocks now loomlng over 

those locations. 

»>»(Renraku owns about 25 percent, Sumltomo. 
Shell, and S-K about 15 percent each. and AG Charnie 
and ZetalmpChem own about 10 percent each. The 
remainlng t O to t 5 percent of the ownership 1s still ln 
question.]««< 

- MonopolyMan (21 :09:44/23.JUN-54) 
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FOURTH ACT: EURO-WARS 

On May 19, 2031 , Russlan forces dttacked central 
Europe. Desperate to secure vltal lndustrlal and agrkul­

tural resources. the Russlans steamrollered across 

Belorussla dnd lnvaded Poland. Though the Poles put up 
flerce reslstance. the Russlan Air Force·s brutal, unrelent­

tng hammerlng of the Pollsh ground positions slowly 

brokc the Pollsh llnes. ln August of that· year. Warsaw f'ell 

to the Russtan Army even as Germany and the remnams 
of NATO debated the proper response to Russlan aggres­

slon. The collapse of Warsaw forced NATO to take action. 

Desplte the l,,ck of Amerlcan and British troops that for so 
long had bolstered Germany·s armed forces. Germany 

and NATO began to moblllze for a counterattack. Even a 

Russlan strlke agalnst bases ln eastem Germany as mobl­

llzatlon was Just beglnnlng could not slow the Allled war 
machine. The Russlan offensive lost momentum. and for 

much of 2031. the flghtlng slowly ground lnto deadlock 

as attrition took lts toll. ln dlplomatlc efforts, the Russlans 
negotlated wlth a provlslonaJ govemment of question­

able legltlmacy for the surrender of Poland ln early 2032. 

ln late 2032. Russl,m forces broke the stalemate by 

launchlng a sudden. well-coordlnated air strlke agalnst 
Berlin. Caught by surprise. the Allled force artempted to 

regroup clnd repu Ise thls new threat. but the Russlans took 

advantage of Allled confusion and dlsarrny to press the 
offensive on all fronts. Spurred lnto action by Russfan 

gains. the prevlously uncommltted British deployed 

ground forces lnto the flooded Netherlands and other 

Low Countrles · 10 protect British lnterests. • Russla re• 
sponded wlth a declaratlon of war agalnst Brltaln. threat­
enlng nuclear escalatlon of the conlllct. 

Then. ln the wee hours of january 23. 2033. precl­

slon-gulded missiles from a fleet of unldentlfled bombers 

shartered the scattered main and fleld headquarters of the 
Allled Forces and the Russlan Army. Meanwhlle. unlden­

tlfled commandos were also murderlng several hard-llner 

officers on both sldes whlle the Marrlx grlds used by the 

mllltary of both foctlons were succumblng to attack by a 
vlrulent expert system. Wlthln hours. the dlslntegratlon of 

the comtx,tants· command and control structures effec­

tlvely ended the major flghtlng of the E.uro-Wars. though 
lower-level confllct contlnued toslmmer foryears. Though 

no one has ever conduslvely ldentlfled the bombers and 

commandos responslble for the attack, most belleve that 
the forces ln question were British Nlghtwrnlths and SAS 

commandos. 

»>»[That 1s, ol course, the German opinio~thers 
dllfer. Two tacts cannot be lgnored, however. First. the 
attacks occurred through conventional means: no slg­
nificant level of magic was used. Second, those respon­
slble for ail three phases of the attack- air, commando, 

and Matrix-knew who to attack, where, and when. This 
suggests conslderable lnslde information about bothsldes. 

Who cou Id do this? Who had the capabllity? Vou got 
me.]<<<<< 

- Ranger (02: 10:41 /12-04-54) 

The fl rst part of the E.uro-Wars ended ,llmost wlthout 

change to the European borders of 2030. except for a loss 
of German terrltory to the newly founded County of 

ROgen. The human cost or thls polntlessconftlct. however, 

ran hlgh: approxlmately 250,000 dead ,,nd four tlmes that 

number wounded. The war brought new govemments to 
both Germany and Russ la. ln Germany. the cltlzens voted 

ln a USPD and E.SP (E.uropean SoclaJ-Democratlc Party) 

coalition. whlle the Dcmocratlc Recovery Alliance c..,me 

to power ln Russla. ln conquered Poland. a so-c..,lled 

"Consolldatlon Coundl" govemed un der the watchful eye 
or the Russlan mlllt.,ry. Shortly afterward. the Coundl re­

establlshed the long-defunct Pollsh monarchy. 
Unfortun,,tely for E.urope, thls brlef calm dld not 1,lSt. 

A number of lslamlc States also experlenced violent 

upheavals durlng 2032, glvlng way to rundamentallst 
rule. One resulttng alll,,nce that lncluded Turkey lnvi\ded 

E.urope through the Si\lk,ms, forcing Russla to post the 

bulk of her troops on her southern borders and cndlng 

much of the sporadic flghtlng of the contlnulng E.uro• 

Wars. ln early 2034, Germany's ellte MET2000 together 
wlth a comblned force ofHungarlan, û.ech. Austrlan. and 

UkralnlM troops halted the lslamlc lnvaders, though they 
could not roll bdck thelr territorial gains. The German 

MET2000, deployed for the flrst tlme ln thls confllct. 

acqultted ltself wlth such distinction that many Germans 

bcJleve that these forces won the b.\ttle for Europe. 
The end of the E.uro-Wars saw severn.1 new E.uropean 

states emerge. among them a rebom Austro-Hungarlan 

E.mplre formed from the Austro-Hungarlan-Czech mlll· 

wy alliance agalnst the Musil ms. ln the southem Si\lkans, 
half conquered and half free. a patchwork of Islam le dty· 

States and Christian enclaves sprang up. 

The hordes of refugees dlsplaced by the Euro and 

lslamlc wars converged malnly on Germany. produdng a 
gre.,ter Influx of Immigrants lnto thi\t country than at any 

other tlme ln lts hlstory. Persecuted metahumans from the 
lslamlc countrles as well as ethnie mlnorltles from the 

republlcs of the former Soviet Union poured lnto Bertin. 

the Rhine-Ruhr Megaplex, and Hamburg. Needless to 

say. thls flood of poverty-strlcken. dlsplaced humanlty 
placed severe. addltlonal straln on the alllng German 

economy. 
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AfTH ACT: NO REST FOR 
THE WICKED 

The end of the E.uro-Wars brought no real stablllty to 
Germany. Though a wealthy Japan offered lncreaslngly 
generous amounts of ald, Japanese money came wlth 
strings attached. ln a backlash agalnst lncreaslng Japanese 
con trol, many E.uropean automotlve and electronlc.s flrms 
merged to form multinational combines. Automakers 
Opel. Peugeot, Landa, Skoda, ,'\nd DAF merged lnto 
E.MC, and the RrmsofSlemens, Nlxdorf. Phlllps, and many 

others became the electronlcs glant E.CC E.urotronlcs. 
Though thesc nascent megacorporatlons helped wean 
Germany from dependence on Japanese money, the 
German govemment had traded one master for another. 
The prlce for the meg,Korps· propplng up of the ec,onomy 
was that they would no longer bow to govemment 
authorlty except ln name. 

Cltllens alarmed by the E.uro-Wars began armlng 
themselves at a frantlc pace. Street hawkers sold 
Kc\lashnlkovs and Uzls on everycomer, and public opinion 
polis showed that one ln two Germ ans kept a plstol under 
thelr plllows. The lax arms laws enacted dur1ng the wars 
fvnhered the downwud spiral toward a sodety armed to 
the teeth. 

The trend tow21rd a fvlly armed German sodety took 
an unexpected and slnlster tum at the lntem,,tlonaJ Auto­
motive Show of 2037, when Opel, Mercedes, and BMW 
offered automobllesequlpped foroperatlon by rlggers for 
the fl rst rime. These armed and annored street models 
shor to the top of the market, and the autobahnen became 
battleflclds for Street g11ngs and auto-jousters. The bor­
ders between north and south Germany and between the 
North German federatlon and Westphalla qulckly devel­
oped lnto hotspors. where the gangs took advantage of 
the nclghborlng police forces· refusai to cooperate wlth 
each other and commlned thelr mayhem unched<.ed. 

ln addition to the literai arms race, a Rguratlve one 
rook shape ln the arena of computer secur1ty, Du ring the 
mld-2030s, cyberdecks appeared ln greater numbers, 
leadlng to a sharp rlse ln electronlc break-lns. Data owners 
countered wlth lncreaslngly effect ive clectronlc securlty 
measures. Whcn the flrst llnes of the ISDN2 Euro Grld 
became active ln June 2036, the famlllar technologlcal 
race between offense and defense tumed ln a whole new 
direction. The debut of the new German Matrlx esc.al,1ted 
the pace of software devclopment and gave German 
electronlc nrms a much-needed boost. 

Polltlc.1lly, the years 2035 to 2038 s.,w a growlng 

lndependence among the southem ~'\nder of Badcn­
WOmemberg, Bavan,,. Rhlneland- l'alatlnatc, and Greater 
rranlkfurt. lt beg,l!l wlth those states enacttng stricte, 
border contrais and thcn lmposlng customs dutles and 
llmlts on Immigration. Too exhausted by recent events to 
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flght these developments, the federal govemment bowed 

to the lnevltable. On May 2 1. 2038, the southern utnder 
seceded from the Federal Republic and formed 'the South 
German Federatlon, establlshlng lts capital ln Munich. 
A lfons Hunggarten, a member of the r1ght-wlng B.warlan 
People's Party (BVP), became the new federat1on·s Rrst 
chancellor. 

Desplte the elevatlon of the BVP to power ln the 
south, the worldiwlde Nlght of Rage ln 2039 moblllled 
only a few rlght-wlng radlcals ln Germany. The lives lost 
that nlght belonged almost excJuslvely to the r,mks of the 
radst attackers. whose effortS to demonstrate agalnst 
met.mumanlty met a waJI of reslstance from varlous 
anarchlst and orher groups patrolllng areas wlth hlgh 
metahuman populations. People protestlng varlous forms 
of corruption and other lnequltles ln Berlin 1><1.nded 10-

gether wlth those llghtlng agalnst radsm and launched a 
full-fledged revoit, a dty-wlde civil war that brought 
down the corrupt, corporatlon-rlddled dty government 
and replaced lt w1th neat-total anarchy. 

Violent incidents sparked by the Nlght of Rage con­
tlnued through mld-2040, but the general attitude to­
ward melc\huma.ns changed llrtle. The malorlty of the 
human population regarded thelr metahuman counter-



pans wlth a mixture of dlsgust and fascination. frownlng 

on violence or oven blgotry agalnst them but refuslng to 
admit thelr equallry wlth humans. The more rlght-wlng 

south German polltlclans malntalned represslve mea­

sures agalnst the Awakened • for reasons of public health. • 
ln the year 2041 , the Duchy or Pomorya succeeded 

ln revltallzlng the Baltlc Sea wlth a comblnculon or newly 

developed blobacterl,1 and fn<\glcal suppon. Also ln that 
year the Austro-Hung,1rlan Empire d lssolved lnto lts com­

ponent states of Austrla. Hungary. the Cz.ech Republic. 

and Slovenla. but thls upheaval ln lts nelghbor state had 

surprlslngly llttle Impact ln Germany. 
ln March 2042. the events that had rocked the United 

States decades before flnally reached Germany. As the 

U.S. had done wlth the Native Amerlcans, the South 

German Lander began to herd metahumans lnto camps. 
and the South German p.,rliament came close 10 adoptlng 

a eugenlcs program. Before the South German Under 

could en,Kt this repressive me,lSure. a sertes or volcanlc 
eruptlons ravaged the entlre [trel Mountaln reglon. Lava 

nows blocked the Rhine River. causlng the Nevwted 

Depresslon 10 flood. Koblenz and other towns ln the nooo 

plaln were abandoned as the Rhine overflow formed a 
nC\.v lake stretchlng from Remagen to Lahnsteln. At the 

same tlme. a serles or severe earthquakes struck the 

Upper Rhine Graben. Though tio one clalmed to have 
orchestrated these dlsasters by magical means. popular 

opinion ascrlbed them 10 vengeful. maglcally active 

metahumans. Apparently concurrlng. rhe govemments 

of the south German States qulckly shelved thelr pro­
posed eugenlcs laws and granted fu ll rlghts to 

metahumans. But the metahumans h<1d seen the prover­

bial handwrlting on the wall. South German dwtUfs soon 
began to emigrnte to the Eifel and HunsrOck hlll regions, 

white orks and trolls chose to resettle ln the almost 

IMccesslble valleys of the Black Forest. the Upper Palatlnclte 

forest. and the mounta.lnous ,ueas of the Boheml,,n 

Forest. 

>»»[You should at least mention the horrors that 
gobhnization inflicted on us mid-level entrepreneurs 
who mvested in the production of garden gnomes!)«<« 

- Alfons Hurrle, former entrepreneur ( 16:45:27/ 19-
MAR-54) 

»>»[Garden what???]«<« 
- Apex (03:24:33/20-MAR-54) 

NEWQRMANY 
On February 19. 2043. theTroli Klngdomofthe Black 

forest proclalmed ltself a separate Land of the federal 

Republic. establishlng lts capital ,\t Frelburg. A shon tlme 

la ter. the reglons settled by dwarfs announced the forma­
tion of the Grand-Duchy ofWe.strhlne-Luxembourg. Arter 

the South Germ,m Lander falled ln their anempts to 

reconquer the lost terrltorles vlgorously defended by the 
metahum.:ms and the nature spirits they summoned. they 

eventually gave up. 
On the heels of thls la test secesslon crlsls. Chancellor 

Alfons Hunggarten predpltated hls own govemment's 

downfall ln May or 2044 by attemptlng to break the 

monopoly of forelgn corporations. On May I O. all South 

German datagrlds ceased ro functlon. and stayed down 

for 72 hours. By the rourth day of the matr1x blackout. the 
economy stood on the brlnk of collapse and the A.ssocla­

tlon of German Unions (AGV) called for a general strlke. 

Twenty-four hours later, several dragons new ln formation 

over the clt1es or Munich and Sruttgan. whlch many 
resldents rook as a bad omen. On the sixth day or the 

crlsls. foreign govemments worldwide froze My assers of 
the South German Federatlon belng held ln thelr bMks. 

The folloWlng day. the securlry force M[T2000 dlssolved 

lts contract wlth the South German govemment. effec­

tively deprlvlng lt of an army. nnatly, on the eighth day of 

the crlsls. Hungganen was forced to reslgn. 

»>»[Aise and fall of a corporate creature.)« <« 
-Don Cartello (23:09:43/ 1 t -MAR-54) 
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ln response to the collapse of the South German 

govemment, the German States c.1lled a constltutlonal 

congres.s to establlsh new rules for cooperatlon becween 

the German L.:'\nder. The congress remalned ln session 

untll the end or the year. durlng w hlch tlme several 
delegates rellnqulshed thelr seat5 · for health reasons. • 

The departlng delegates made room for more · progres­

sive· replacementS. 

On May 8 . 2045, the new constitution establlshed 

the Allled German States (Alllanz Deutscher L.,nder) ln 

place of the old federal Republic of Get"l'Thlny. The new 

Alliance enhanced the lndependent leglslatlve powers or 

the Ulnder at the ex pense of the confedernte govemment 

ln Hannover. The L.:'\nder borders or 2045 and the extra­

terrt1orlallcy of megacorporatlons were enacted lnto law. 

,,nd sever,11 troublesome or dlsputed areas recelved spe­

d al, assod,1te status. These ·assoc1ate members" ln­

duded the recently establlshed Troll Klngdom and the 

dwarf DuchyofWestrhlne-Luxembourg. the elven Duchy 

of Pomorya. the tlny. lndlvldudl states of the Upper 

Palatlnate Forest. the Saar1and Speclal Legislatlvc Zone 

(SOX). and the Free City of Berlin. The new constitution 

formed the ba51s for,, solld economlc upswlng that slowly 

galned momentum ln the rollowlng years. 
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The past nlne years of the German Alllance·s exist­

ence have seen a reblrth or hope and deslre for achleve­

ment throughout the German states. ln 2049, the flrst 

Nobel Pr1ze for magic was awc1rded to a team of mages 

from Germany and the Cz.ech Republic. ln that same year. 

German sdentlstS developed the llrst mcvltlme fusion 

englnes. The Vulkan Wharf ln WIiheimshaven lmmedl­

ately began constructlng a new dass of fuslon-powered 

surface and submar1ne frelgh1ers, soon followed by the 

shlpbutldlng glant Blohm &. Voss. 

ln 2050 and 2051 . a corruption scandai led 10 

needed govemment reform. Cleansed or Ils · buslness­

as-usu,,J" members. the Hannover govemment norma.1-

lzed relations wlth Russla. slgned a treacy permlttlng 

cultural and economlc exchanges wlth lts former enemy. 

and made the llrst êlttempts at détente wl th the Alliance 

for Allah. The openlng of the llrst grcat Arkoblock on the 

north German plain heralded the beglnnlng of land reda­

mc1tlon ln the k\lnted North Sea reglon. A second Arkoblock 

opened six months 1,lter 10 g reat public fanfare. General 

electlons held Just last year boasted an lmpresslve voter 

tumout or 62.9 percent. Big gains by the Chrtstlan­

Democratlc cvr and the laissez-faire LDFP persuaded 

Alliance President Korrmann to entrust them wlth form­

lng ,, govemment. A~er dec.1des of turmoll. the worst 

seems to be over. 

>»»(Hahl)«<« 

- Mr. Optlmistlc (03:20: 18/09-AUG-54) 



j/le.al seu, /Mn' ln .. democr .. cy, m.ann. Where 
e/5e have you sot• free c.holce between poverty v,d 
we.thtll 

-&ldeney-fred, well- known lssen eccentr1c 

The Germany of 2054 ls a dosely woven web of 
poll tlcal and economlc relations. far less cenrrallzed than 
the old Federal Republic but unlHed by economlcs and 
shared culture. 

>»»[ln etfect, lM AGS is not a 
tederation. but a confederation. 
ln recognition of this fact. 1 have 
changed ail relerences to "fad­
erai" into ·confederate· through­
out these files.)<<<<< 

- Raghnal (00:21 :0 1/14· 
NOV-54) 

The German Alllance repre­
sents a confederatlon of several 
small . seml-autonomous unlts 
called L.Ander (slngular. Land). The 
confederate govemment deter­
mlnes forelgn pollcy and oversees 
collective defense. lt controls a 
sc.ant few cemrallzed Institutions 
and systems, among them the 
Bundeswehr (Confederate Armed 
Forces). the Bundesgrenzsc.hut:z 
(Confederate Border Guards). the 
Umweltbundesamt (Confederate 
[ nvlronmental ornce). the 
autobc\hnen. a national train sys­
tem. and the Matrlx and vidphone 
grtd. The lndlvlduaJ Land govem­
ments deal wlth every other as.­
pect of govemlng and law. ln 
theory, however. the Lllnder must 
also a.bide by the United Nations Declaratlon of Human 
RJghts of 2039 and the Confederare Consti tution of 204 1. 
Too-blatant deflance of these laws may provoke occupa­
tion by the Bundeswehr. 

CONFEDERA« GOVERNMENT 

Polltlc.\l ure ln the German Alllance. still greatly 
lnfluenced by the dear departed Federal Republic of 

German y . bears the mark of the poil tic.al parties elected to 
the Bundestc\g (confederate part lament) and the l..lndtage 
(stote parllaments). Though general lnterest ln national 
polltlc.s has dedlned. people dlscuss the minute det,\IIS of 

the gains and losses or the vart­
ous parties as avldly as they 
reh.lsh last year's soccer play ­
offs. 

»>>>[The low voter turnoul at 
general elections proves how 
lew people give a lrag. A total 
turnout of 62.9 percenl would 
have been cons,dered disas­
trously low in the heyday of the 
Federal Republic.)««< 

- Raghnal (00:22: t 3/ 14-
NOV-54) 

E.very four years. a general 
electlon ls held ro choose repre­
sentatlves 10 rhe conrederate 
partlament, the Bundestag. E.lec­
tlons to flll ltS 1.001 scats follow 
a modlfled version of the pro­
port lonol -vote system. The 
metahuman-cont.rolled states or 
the Duchy or Pomorya. the 
Grand-DuchyofWesrrhlne-Lux• 
embourg. and the Troll Kln,g• 
dom of the Bl.lck Forest retaln a 
gUc1ranteed number or seats de­
termlned by sep.uote voting 
methods. 

>>»>[The basic election system hasn·t changed s,nce 
the days of the Faderai Republic. Every citizen has two 
votes: one for a party, the other for a candidate standing 
in hls elective district. Every distnct elects one candidate 
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in a first-past-the-post system. but the number of dis­
tricts is smaJler than the number of seats and so the rest 
gel filled lrom party lists in such a way that the number 
of seats reflects the overall percentage of votes each 
party got.)«<« 

-Aaghnal (00:24:39/ 14-NOV-54) 

The Bundestag currently conslsts of represcntatlves 

of the followlng parties: the Anarcho-Syndlc.1lls1 Union 

(ASU). the lndependent German Sod<1llst Pcmy (USPD). 

the Curopean Soclal-Democratlc Party (CSP). the Germc1n 

Llberal-Democrat federallst Party (LDFP). the Christian 

People s Party (CVP). the Germ.1n N,"lonal Party (DNP). 

and the Party of National Renewal (PNC). 

The party wlth the largest parilamenta,y faction heads 

the govemment. but a single party rarely gecs an absolute 

ma)oricy. More often than not. the two (or more) parties 

wlth the hlghest representation rule by coalition. The 

executlve branch of the confederate government conslscs 

of,, chancellor {pr1me mlnlster) and a Ctlblnet of 14 10 24 

mlnlsters 10 handle spedfk areas of govem,mce. This 

cabinet determlnes forelgn pollcy and formulates laws 10 

be adopted by the Bundestag. The confederate govem­

ment controls only three areas of domestlc pollcy: Infra­

structure. social securicy. and defense. The prlndpal mem­

bers of the current Cdblnet are the followlng: 

Ch&ncellon Mr. Bemd Mertens (CVP) 

Mlnlster for forelgn AffAlrs •nd Vice Chancellon Mr. 

A lbert Relnsbach (LDF P) 

Mlnlster of the lnterton Ms. Herta BrOggen (CVP) 

Mlnlster of nnA1Ke: Mr. Dietmar von Preltz (BVP) 

Mlnlster of Commerce: Mr. Sigmund Berg (LDf P) 

Mlnlster for Sod&.I AffAlrs: Mr. Francesco Galllardl­

Hlngsdorf (CVP) 

Mlnlster of TrAnSport: Dr. Ursula Strôbach (CVP) 

Mlnlster of Telecommunlutlons: Ms. Petra Dlerb.,ch 

(CVP) 

Mlnlster for Met.ahum.n Affa.lrs: Mr. Marcus Nebelglanz 

(uncommltted) 

Mlnlster of Research: Dr. Franz Kohldmmer (BVP) 

>»»[Well, well. well. That's about 200 years of hard 
tabor congregating at the bar there. as we say in these 
parts: profiteering. tax evasion. and criminal abuse of 
power.)<<«< 

-Sandmann (03:24:49/ 13-SEP-54) 

CONffDERA Tl PRESIDENT 
The nomina.! head of state ls elected for a flve-year 

term by a natlonwlde vote. The curreni office-holder. 77 -

year-old constltutlonal lawyer Dr. Robert Kortmann of the 

ESP party. rerumed to office for a second term ln 2051 . 

Unllke the UCAS presldent. the confederate presldenc 

serves a largely ceremonlal functlon. 
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»>»(Konmann is a bleeding laissez-faire btabberbun 
trying 10 be ail things to ail folk. And that fragging morality 
bug seems 10 be part of the job, somehow.)««< 

-No Fun (05 :34 : 1 2/19✓UN·54) 

BUNDESRAT 
The most powerful Institution of the newconfederate 

democr ,,cy 1s che former sec.ood chamber of the Bundestag. 

the Bundesrac (Confederate Coundl). whlch represents 

the varlous Land govemments. The CouncJl's 101 seats 

are dlvlded up among the member L.'lnder accordlng to 

thelr populations and gross domestlc product. Beeduse 

the govemments of the var1ous L.'lnder are elected ac­

cordlng to wlldly varylng local systems. the pdrty lnterests 

of the Bundesrat representatlves occaslonally overpower 

the lntcrests of the Land that sent them. maklng for a 

dynamlc bal,,ncc of power ln thls parHamentary chamber. 

The followlng L.'lnder hdve representatlves ln the 

Bundesrat. C..,ch Land's Anglldzed name ls glven tlrsr for 

the convenlence of American readers: the German name 

appears ln parentheses followlng. 

Bavarl.\ (Bayem) 

This presldentlal democracy bœsts a hlgh degree of 

lndus1r1al development. mostly ln the aerospace and 

clulomotlve Industries. balanced by large rural areas full of 

thrlvlng small farms. The Hunggarten coup of 2044 cost 

Bavaria former spedal privlleges. such as rhe right of veto. 

that hdd m,,de lt a dedslve factor ln German feder,,J 

poll1lcs for years. The present govemment. located ln the 

capital of Munich. 1s ,, BVP/LDF r coalition. 

rruconla (rruken) 
This clvll democracy. a product of franconl,fs recent 

secesslon from overbear1ng Bavartan control. developed 

around the Nuremberg.tf0rth/lt1angen metroplex. The 

cencral plex and caphal of Nuremberg supportS several 

hlgh· lech Industries, leavlng the surroundlng areas doml­

nated by agriculture. The present govemment 1s a coall· 

tlon formed by the ESP and CVP parties. 

WOrttemberg 
Uke les netghbors Bclvana and F ranconla. womemberg 

ls home to several hlgh-1ech corporations. most of them 

m,\f'lufacturers of tools. electronlcs. and cyt>e_rware. Though 

nomlnally a democracy. the CVP-controlled govemment 

Imposes strict social conformlcy from lts seat ln the Cdpltal 

of Stuttgart. Pollce prescnce ls ublqultous. and so-called 

·moral reeducatlon· 10 cure people of BTL habits and 

01her social llls ls part of everyday llfe. Megacorps and 

such qu,ul-Chrlstlan sect:s as the Knlghts of Christ wleld 

Immense lnftuence ln chls state. 







Troll KJ11gdom of the BlAdl forest 

(Trollk6olgrelc.h Sc.hw.uzw&ld) 

This realm of trolls and orks provldes many 
metahuman vlctlms of persecutlon wlth a new, safe 
home. The sparsely populated Black Forest klngdom ls a 
feudal monarchy. lts economy based on agrtculrure and 
llght manufacrurtng. The a ment king, Berthold 1. rules 
from the capital of Frelburg. 

Gre.tter frAnkfurt (Gross-fra.nkfurt) 

Taklng lts name from that of lts capi tal dty. the 
second-largest metroplex ln the AGS spreads from 
Wiesbaden and Malnz ln the west to Hanau and 
Aschaffenburg ln the east, and from Frankfurt ln the north 
to Mannheim/Ludwigshafen ln me south. E.xcept for a 
few, scattered pcvl(s, the area Is densely populated. 
Sometlmes nlcknamed the AW,em Sprawl bec.ause that 
panlcular megacorp exerdses Influence over the reglon 
second only to the Frankfurt Bank Association. Greater 
frankfurt ls the German center of blotechnology and 
neurochemlcal research and production. AGChem ·s Influ­
ence ls so strong that rumor has the LDFP-domlnated 
govemment asklng approval of AWiem headquarters ln 
r rankfurt-Hoec.hst for every declslon lt makes. Heidel­
berg, ln me southern pan of the metroplex. ls one of 
Europe's premier centers of hermetlc magic: thls state 
hostS many companles deallng wlth m.'lglc and alchemy. 

&ldensl.l.n Pmdnate (&ldlsch-Pf&lz) 

This largely rural area covers much of the andent 
German Palatlnate. reachlng to the SOX ln the west and 
encompasslng the southern part of me former L..lnd of 
Hesse to the north. After a pertod of unrest sparked by the 
foundlng of the Troll Klngdom to ltS south. the Badenslan 
Pc\Jatlnate now enjoys relative peace, except for the 
Karlsruhe Spedal Leglslatfve Zone (see South German 

SUtes. p. 86). The present govemment. ln the provlslona.l 
capi tal or Pirmasens, ls an ESP/ CVP coalition. 

Hesse-N.usau (Hessen-Nusau) 
The ar~1S formlng thls L..lnd-old Northem Hesse. 

Taunus. and Westerwald-are among the German 
Alllance·s economlcally shaklest reglons. What llttle ln­
dustry exlsts ls located ln the lahn River valley ln and 
around the capital dty of GleBen-Mart>urg. Presently 
govemed by the ESP party. Hesse-Nassau survives on 
tourtst revenues and the sterling reputa1lon of Marburg·s 
maglcal research. 

>»»[Whal's lhat Greek f3 charac1er dolng there? ls 
lhat a glitch in the prog, or what?]««< 

-Stein (06:27:40/04-12-54) 

»>»[Didn't bother to read 1he glossary. did you? lt's a 
special character used in German to signity a sharp s­
an •s•-sound like in ·so· or ·mess"-following a long 
vowel. Sometimes il's written as doubles.)««< 

-ldle Savant (6:33:13/04-12-54) 

Grand Duchy Of Westrtll11e-luxemburg 
(Grosshenogtum Wemtieln- luxembourg) 

Most of Germany's dwarfs mlgrared to thls Land. 
where they currently make up about 40 percent of the 
sparse population. The Grand Duchy encompasses the 
HunsrOck and Wei hlll countrles. as well as the low1ands 
around Charlemagne·s coronatlon dry of Aachen. Though 
volcanlc eruptlons tumed the once denseJy forested Wei 
lnto a wasteland of cold lava and ashes ln 2042. the reglon 
remalns a popular haunt of magldans. as does the stlll ­
forested HunsrOck reglon. The state's capital does not lie 
ln the roman tic llttle spa town of Bad Neuenahr. but ln the 
nearby nud ear fallout shelter once use<i by the federal 
govemment. 

Though the Grand Duchy ls nomlnally a cons1Iru­
t1onal monarchy. the general population uses electronlc 
votlng to determlne many govemment polldes. The 
USPD wlelds conslderable Influence over the govem­
ment. as do anarchlst groups and vartous mystlcal lodges. 
As an example of how the Grand Duchy's polltlcs really 
work. a hu'lg parliament recently allowed Mr. Kart Ham­
mer of me RVP to be elected prtme mlnlster over vodfer­
ous objections from several sldes. 

» »>[Hey, ldle. if you know so much about German. 
how do you pronounce Eifel?]««< 

--Stein (6:40: 10/04-12-54) 

>»» [lt's pronounced ·eye-fell." ln German, "ei is 
always pronounced •eye. • The same goes for ·ey, ·"ai,· 
and ·ay." by the way. Those're ail different spellings lor 
the same sound.)««< 

- ldle Savant (6:41 :04/04-12-54) 

Thur1ngla (Th0r1ngen) 

Thurtngla's stable govemment. polltlcal ly acttve cltl ­
zens, and dvlllzed disputes between lts varlous polltlcal 
and socletal groups ail mark thls Land as a paragon of 
democracy. Though govemed by the ESP from the caplt.al 
of Erfurt, the reglon·s var1ous Protestant sects and maglcal 
groups heavlly Influence public debate. The state boasts 

very few major lndusrrtes: science. magic. and mld-slze 
manufacturtng domlnate the local economy. Thurtngla 
plays up lts reputatlon as a stronghold of Central Europe.an 

sorcery. 
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Duchy of Suony (Henogtum Silchsen) 
The Duchy of Saxony. whlch lndudes the southem 

part or old Saxony-Anhalt. ls the only non-met.lhuman 
monarchy on German soli. The confederate govemment 
repeatedly c.1lls the loc.:'\I govemment ro tè\Sk for human 
rtghts violations and for lt:s expanslonlst designs on lts 
nelghbors. Durtng the congresslonal convention that gave 
rlse to the AGS and set the borders of rhe Lllnder ln 2045. 
the confederate govemment gave the entlre Spreewald 
hlll country 10 the nelghbortng Land or Brandenburg. As 
., result. relMlons between Brandenburg and Saxony 
remaln tense to thls dc\y. Alter the heavy and chemlc.al 
lndustry ln the reglons near Dresden and Lelpzlg-Halle. 
S.U<ony 1s best known as a topfllght training ground for 
soldlers and securlty agents. 

The natlonallst DNP domlnates the present puppet 
parllament ln the capital of Dresden. but a coup seems 
Imminent. The popularlon appears unwllllng to endure 
contlnued polltlc.al represslon wlth so Unie economlc 
securlty. 
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Northrhlne-Ruhr (Nordrheln-Ruhr) 

[urope·s largest sprawl crowds 25 mllllon people 
d ose together. Though thts Land also contalns the rural 
hlll arecu of S.1uerland and Berglsches Land. the state's 
population and commerce Me concentrated ln the Rhine­
Ruhr crescent around the administrative centers of Co­
logne. D0s.seldorl, Es.sen, and Dortmund. Wlthln thls 
glgantlc dty, all of Germany exlsts ln mlcrocosm: hlgh­
tech enclaves. abandoned lndustrlal sites and prohlblted 
areas. ecologlc.ally protected reglons. maglev trains. traf­
flc breakdowns. street gangs. smog. and so on. The 
present coalition govemment ls made upofUSPDand ESP 
members. 

Westpha.11-1 (Westpha.len) 

To outslde observers. the Free State of Westphalla 
appears 10 be a democracy. ln real lty. the puppet parlla­
ment of nationallst DNP and flercety conservatlve CVP 
members ls out-powered and out-polltlcked by the blsh­
ops of the German Cathollc Church. Wlthln thls totalltar• 
lan. globally dlscredlred theocracy, the use of magic ts 
prohlblted, elves are person.1e non grata. and other 
metahumans barely tolerated. Wcstphc_1lla's fertile soli 
and large farms supply about 30 percent of Germany's 
food . The capital of Westphalla ls M0nster, famous as the 
site of the schlsm between the Roman and German 
Cathollc Churches. 

>»»(Münster. eh? Ali right. ldle. tell us about those 
umlauts.]««< 

-Stein (7 :08: 15/04-12-54) 

»»>[Brieflyl]<«« 
-Chucky (7:08:17/04-12-54) 

»»>(Philistines! German has three umlauts: ·a: also 
written as ·ae·: ·o: also written as ·oe·; and ·o: also 
written as "ue. • • Â • 1s pronounced like the English short 
·a· in "bad," whereas ·a· in German is always pro­
nounced like the •u· in "'!un: -O· is pronounced like the 
·u in "murder." The "ü" is a bit difficult because the sound 
it represents isn't used in English. Il you've ever heard 
someone speak French. you'Ve heard this umlaut. lt's 
the French ·u: as in ·cul de sac· or "fumer: Thal briel 
enough for you?]««< 

- ldle Savant (7:10:42/04-NOV-54) 

Br.indenburg 

The civil democracy of Brandenburg. named for the 
reglon·s current capital dty. has suffered serlous eco­
nomlc upheaval slnce lts lnceptlon. The loss of lts former 
capital of Potsdclm to the Free City of Berlin ls merely a 
symptom of the problems caused by lts srralned eco­
nomlc relations wlth that glant metroplex. Brandenburg 



has almost no lndusny. Berlin, llke a mallgnant magner. 
has drawn most lndustry ln the are.a to ltself. Attempts to 
rum the reglon surroundlng the Havel and Spree Rivers 
lnto a reson have met wlth a certain amount of recent 
success. promptlng a modest economlc upswlng. The 
ESP controls the present govemment. 

North GemYn federuton 
(Norddeutsc.her Bund) 

The North German Federatlon. formed by the union 
ofSchleswlg-Holsteln. LowerSaxony. Mecklenburg-West 
Pomeranla. Bremen. and the nonhem pan of Saxony­
Anhalt, took the bru nt of the often vlolent changes dur1ng 
the J)<'\St fifty years. Almost no lndustry exlsts ln the Land 
beyond lts maJor dtles, lndudlng the confederate capital 
of Hannover. Japanese and German-Japanese corpora­
tions domlnate the srate's economy. Currently govemed 
bya llberal USPD/ESPcoallrlon. the NonhGerman Federa­
tlon 1s prone to polltlcal crises. wlth another change of 
govemment llkely wlthln months. 

free and Hanseadc City of Hamburg 
(frele Und HAnsesQdt Hamburg) 

Hamburg polltlcs 1s a complex web of dvll democ­
racy. corporate ruthlessness. and anarchy. Large pan:s of 
the dty remafn under Hood Welters. provldlng countless 
hldeouts for smugglers and hover-plr,ues. Hamburg also 
serves as the main sec11 of the Klabauterbund. c1 maglcally 
and technlcally or1ented polldub wldely held responslble 
for local and national plrc1cy. 

AS.SOCIA TI RlGIONS 
The Free Oty of Benin and three terr1tor1es tylng on 

the borders of the AGS are represented ln the Bundesrat 
wlth up to rhree scats. These assodated States malntaln 
economlc tles 10 the rest of Germany and pantdpate ln ail 
AGS-wlde networi<.s such as srreets. rallroads. energy 
systems. and the telecom gr1d. 

Sur Sped&l legjsl.tdve Aru 
Also called the Saar Zone. SOX. or slmply the Zone. 

thls c\fea lrradlated by the Cattenom meltdown lndudes 
the former Saarland, the former Grand Duchy of Luxem• 
bourg, and pans of the former Rhlneland-Palatlnare. as 
well as large areas or the French provinces of Alsace and 

Lorraine. Most of the population who remalned ln thearea 
llve ln a few small, lsolated arcologles, research laborato­
r1es. and factorles. ln addition. heavy lndusrry and cheml­
cal companles run manufactur1ng lnstallatlons ln the SOX. 

Corporations set aslde major sections of the SOX for 
thelr exduslve use. A megacorporate combine conslstlng 
of AG Chemle [uropa. the lntemcltlonaf Vehlde and 
Machine Union. Ares Macrotechnology. Renraku. Saeder­
Krupp. and Ruhrmetall has admlnlstered the Saar Zone 
ever slnce lt:s formation dur1ng Germany s reconstruction. 

Duchy of Pomory• 
The Duchy of Pomorya provldes a base for Germany' s 

etves who are worklng to revit.allie the Baltlc Sea. This 
smaJI klngdom's capltcll ls at Sa6nltt, and lts ten1tory 
contalns the Islands of ROgen. Usedom. and Wollln, plus 
a slzable chunk of former West Pomeranla. [ Ives make up 
more than 40 perœnr of the duchy's small population of 
180,000. and thelr thr1fty llfestyle helps the duchy remaln 
self- rellant for energy and food. 

MarlentNd Coundl 
A confederatlon or small monarchies ln the mountaln 

areas of Bc1yerlscher Wald (the Bavarlan Forest). 
Bôhmerwald (the Bohemlan Forest). and Erzgebirge (Ore 
Mountains), lhls reglon. populated kvgely by metahumMS. 
encompasses several baronles Just a few square kllome­
ters ln area. Border wars, coups. and marnudlng bandit 
knlghts constantly threaten to tear apan the Marienbad 
Cound l, and lts more polluted areas seem thlck wlth roxlc 
spirits. 

free City of Bertin 

The only real anarchlst state ln the world, Berlin 
struggles under the conrrol of members of countless rtvcll 
groups: aMrcho-syndlcallst:s. neo-anc1rchlsts. mobsters. 
and anyone else who feels llke taklng a hand ln the so­
c.1lled govemment. Chaotlc wlthln. lt:s relations wlth the 
outslde world paralyz.ed by constant dispute. Bertln·s 
crazy vltallty attracts rho.se who flnd lt a Rne place 10 live 
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ln splte of--<>r perhaps because of--the near-total lack of 

order. lnterest1ngly enough. the anarchlst structure of the 

dry Indu des a niche for free enterpr1se thc1t the megacorps 

have rushed to flll. Roughly 60 percent of Berlln"s popu­

lation are metahumans and other so-called mlnorltles. 

SPECIAL INTIRESTS 
A few non-ten1tor1al lnterest groups have a seat ln 

the Bundesrat along wlth the Lc1nder. but no vote. Llke the 

assodate states. these groups play a f)clrt ln discussions 

and malntaln representatlon ln those commlttees that 

concem thelr area of c.ompetence. These organlzatlons 

lndude the Allgemelner Gewerksch.,ftsverband (General 

A~atlon of Unions. or AGV), the hlghest levels of the 

Cathollc. German Cathollc. Protestant. and Musllm rell­

glous organlzatlons. the Federatlon of German Industries. 

and dlplomatlc representat1ves from Germany·s nelgh­

borlng nations. 

POLmCAL ORGANIZATIONS 

The ever-shlftlng array of polltlc.:,J parties and lnterest 

groups ln Germany may look chaotlc to the outsider. but 

lt has the beneflt of prevent1ng any one group or person 

from gamer1ng lnordlnate power and Influence. The un­

rest of the early 2 1 st cenrury and the ch,,os of the Euro­

Wars severely damaged f)clrllamentary democracy ln 

Germany. ln general electlons. voter tumout has fallen to 

65 percent. and drops even lower for Land electlons. 

Membershlp ln pollt1cal panles ls down as well, but an 
enormous number of new groups has formed over recent 

years. Ali are trylng to eam legltlmacy by pladng dt least 

one representallve ln f)clrllament. By contrast. such non­

parllamentary lnterest groups as action commlttees. 

polldubs. and secret sodetles have enJoyed a surge ln 

membershlp. 

MAJOR POLmCAl PARTIES 
After the restorat1on of German democracy ln the 

earty 20405, the polltlcal slruatlon was chaotlc. lt requlred 

three successive electlons to establlsh a pat11ament pro­

portlonately representatlve of the 46 parties on the ballot. 

This prompted the new1y restored federal govemment to 

relntroduce the modlfled proportlonal system used ln the 

old Federal Republic. lnduded ln those elect1on reforms 

was a requlrement mat a pa_rry must wln a 3-perœnt 

m inimum of total votes cast to wln a seat ln a confederate 

or Land par1lament. At the most reœnt general electlon. 

held ln June 2053. the parties llsted below won more than 

3 percent of the total votes c.ast and thus are represented 

ln the Bundestag. The German name of each pa_rry Ls glven 

flrst. followed by lts acronym ln parentheses. 
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»>»(Before lhe listing starts. one caution to American 

readers: in general. the political connotation ol the word 

"liberal" in Germany is laissez-taire capitalist or Manches­

ter tiberal. The politics described as liberal in America. 

particular1y as used in the United States belore the 
Awakening, would be termed centrist to moderatety lef1-

wing in Germany.)«<« 

- Raghnal (04: 12:27/02-NOV-54) 

Arwr,hosyndlk.A.llstlsdle Union (ASU) 
Though an anarchlst standing for pat1lamentary elec­

tlons may seem llke a contradiction to an outsider. lt ls 

nothlng ncw for Germany. Ever slnœ the 2020s. sectar­

lansofvar1ousanarchlst spllnter groups have gone trolllng 

for votes. but rarely recelVe a mandate. 

The ASU (Anarcho-Syndlcallst Union) was founded ln 

2045. not as a polltlc.al l)<lrty per se, but as an electlon 

platform for varlous local syndlc.ates. lt functlons as the 

parllamentary mouthplece of the syndlcallst union. but 

wlll not enter lnto coallt1ons. 

Approxlmate Membershlp: 39,000 
Confederate Ctwr. Syndlcallst executlve coundl 

Unabhlngtge SodA.llstlsc,he Panel Oeutsch~ds {USPD) 
Though lt rarely hc\S a volce ln govemment. the USPD 

(tndependenr German Soclallst Party) has become 

Germany's leadlng left-wlng force. Antl-monopollst. pro­

d vll rlghts. and pro-envlronment wlthout belng antl­

technology. the pa_rry enjoys wldesprCdd support among 

the poor. The USPD's popularlry among · revolutlonarles 

and undeslrables· prompted the Lc1nder of Saxony Md 

Wesrphalla to ban the parry from lhelr borders. Though lt 
functlons as the maln opposition parry ln the Bundestag 

as well as ln most Lc1nder parllaments. the USPD fre­

quently cooperates wlth the ASU and ESP. 

Approxlm.ate Membershtp: 185.000 
Confederate Chairs: Martin Deerhoff. Angela Janlsevlc. 

Richard Stelnfest 

luro~,he SodaJdemokradsdle Partel (E5P) 
The ESP (E.uropean Soclal-Democratlc Party) was 

formed from the sodal-democratlc SPD. f)clrts of the 

laissez-fai re capltallst FDP. and the ecologlcal left-of­

center BOndnls 2000 parry. lt forms the sodal-demo­

cratlc-llberal center of the German Alliance'!> poll tlcal 

spectrum. The ESP supports broadened clvll rlghts, re­

ducect megacorporate Influence. social securtry. and a 
moderate forelgn pollcy. ln lts strongholds ln the North 

German League and Br.\Odenburg. the ESP has entered 

lnto coalitions wlth both the USPD and CVP. wlth whose 

pollcles lt agrees ln certain areas. 

Approxlrnate Membershlp: 227 .000 
Confederate ChAlrs: Dr. Petra Cassen. Dr. Mehmet Schulz­
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UberAldemoluadsche F6derAllsdsche Partel (LDFP) 
The darllng of the megacorps. the LOfP (Llberal 

Democrat Federallst Party) represents pure lalssez.-falre 

capltallsm. Most party members corne from mlddle and 

upper management. lndudlng entrepreneurs. Of course. 
every German citizen readlng a newspaper or newsfax 
knows that LOFP members slt on company boards. re­

œlve huge corp "donations.· and fe.el no qualms about 

hushlng up occaslonal sc.,nd,1ls wlth the ald ofexpensive 

lawyers. 
The Frankfu" LDFP, a govemlng power ln lts own 

rlght. offers the fastes! route lnto parllament for upper­

level executlves. manë\gers. and entrepreneurs. ln Ba­
v.u1a. the LOFP govems ln c0c1lltlon wlth the BVP. 

Approxlmate Membershlp: 46.000 
ConfederAte Ctwn Or. Volker Behrens 

Chrtsdlche Volksp,vtel (CVP) 

Shaped by the Cathollc 
social doctrines of the 19th 

century. the CVP (Christian 

People's Party) tempers capl­
ta.llsm wlth an act ive social 

conscience. ModerateJy con­

servatlve. the CVP has en1ered 
coalition governments wlth 

the ESP, LOF P. and occaslon­

ally even the natlonallst ONP. 

Oespl le lts groundlng ln 
C.1thollc doctrine. the pa.rty 

regards cyberware and më\glc 
c\S useful features of modern 

llfe and uses them frequen1ly. 
TheCVPcontrolsthegov­

emment ln WOrttemberg. The 

party ls also strong ln Bdvarla. 
where lt goes by the name of 

the Bavarlan People's Party 

(Bayerlsche Volkspartel or 

BVP). 
Approxlmate Membershlp: 
348,000 (62.500 are BVP) 
Confederate Chair: Dr . Herta BrOggen. Alols 

Hundhammer (BVP) 

DeutschnadonAle Parte! (DNP) 

The natlonall.st. conservatlve. German Cathollc DNP 

(German Natlonallst Party) ls espedally favored by large­

scale farmers and church authorttles. The DNP recelves so 
much suppo" from the German Cathollc Church that the 

words of lt.s chalrman. Frelherr von Dobereln. are read 

from church pulplts, and membershlp ln any other party 
ls dec.lared a sin. This tactlc work.s well among Jess 
educated and plous Chrtstlans. beellng up DNP represen­

tatlon ln m,,ny Land parllaments. 

Not surprtslngly. German Cathollc Westphalla ls a 

DNP stronghold. ln the Lander of Brandenburg. Saxo.nia, 

Franco.nia. ,,nd Bavarta. the party gamers frequent head­

llne.s by levellng accusations and 1hreats at nelghborlng 
Poland and the û.ech Republic. Unwllllng 10 accept the 
German Alllance·s present-day borders, the ONP daims 

the reglons of Pomeranla. Sllesla. and the Sudetenland as 

Germclrl terrl1ory. 

Approxlmate Membershlp: 1 1 .000 
Confederate ChAln Justus Hagen Frelherr von Dobereln 

>»»[What's with lhose people? 1s it a membershlp 
requlrement to be over 150 years of age, or do some 
people just never learn?]<«« 

- BattleCzech (03:12:28/07-AUG-54) 

»>»[1 don't thlnk il's a mem­
bership requlrement, but only 
the terminally stupid would 
even think of joining that bunch 
of lasers.]«<« 

-Streetwizz (04 : 10:34/07-
AUG-54) 

Partel Der N.-tlonalen 
lmeuerung (PNE) 

ln the spllntered confedemcy 

that 1s Germany. no one polltl­
ca.1 party Cê\11 guarantee the 

general welfare. ln Germany, 

as ln any other patchwork na­
tion, any group that promises 

work and bread to the lmpov­

erlshed mas.ses and daims to 

hold a simple solution to all 
economlc and social problems 

can Hnd wldespread accep-

1ance. 
ln the German Alliance of 

2054. the fasdst PN[ (Party of 
National Renewal) lllls thls dis• 

tasteful role. lts ·suggestions for heallng the German 

people' recall those 1hat spread terror 1 20 years ë\gO. The 
PN[ endorses work camps for metahumans, Immigrants. 

,md ·ant1-soclal elements'; national organlwtlon of every 

klnd of work; reduced rlghts for non-German corpora­

tions: and strict enforcement of 'law and order' through a 

vl"ual police state. The PNE has spawned lts own rtght· 
wlng pollclub. the Slegfr1edbund. and has connections to 

the Nationale Aktlon terrorlst group. 
These neo-Nazls gamered 7.2 percent of the vote ln 

the recent Brandenburg electlons. and held membershlp 
ln c0c1lltlon govemments ln Hesse-Kassel from 2047 to 

2051 and ln Saxony from 2048 to 2052. ln a frlghtenlng 
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trend, grow1ng numbers of well-«lucated, wealthy vo t­

ers have begun 10 Join the PN[ or openly sympathl:ie w1th 

lts alms. 
Approxlrnatt Me.mbershlp: 24.000 
ConfederAte Chain Dr. Richard Ebellng 

SPLINTU PARTIES 
The followlng groups boast representat1on ln some 

~\nd par11aments. but have no national Influence. 

Die GrOnen 
Though re-establlshed ln 2007 after lts dis.solution ln 

1996. the Green f>arty never regalned lts former position 
as Germany's leadlng ecologlec\l power. The new G.reen 

f>arty has degenerated lnlo a preservatlonls1 polldub w1th 
no deflnlte polltlcal program. Though active. lt possesses 

no power ln thls megacorporare "3e. 

Approxlmate Membershlp: 12.500 
ConfederAte ChA.lrs1 Dr. Ma.rlon Kunn -Herdorff. Simon 

Wledmann 

KPO/ MLM 
An amalgamation of the old German Communlst 

f>arty(Kf>D) and the Marxlst-Lenlnlst-Maolst Party (MLM), 

thls group has llttle Influence ln any Land par1lament. lts 

support for the dlscredlted ldea o f a planned economy 
govemed by the st<lte 10 ensure the general welfare ls 
obvlously ana1hema ln a country where the economy 

steers the govemment. The megacorps and thelr govem­

ment supporters use every possible means 10 dlscredlt 
the party and lts members, hoplng 10 prevent lts expan­

sion. Trotskytst. Stallnlst. and Maolst factions arc con­

SkVHly at each other's thr<><,ts w1thln the organlzatlon. 
Rumored to have connections to the terror1st Antl -lmpe­

r1allst Army (AIA), the Kf>D/MLM ls b.mned ln Saxony and 

Bavaria. 
Approxlmue Membershlp: 7 .000 
ConfederAte Ctwn ]Orgen Delneru 

PA.rtel Des Neuen Bewusstselns (PNB) 
The extreme r1ght-w1ng New Consdousness Party ls 

the polltlcal branch o f 1he New Consdousness Church. a 
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fasds! p~udo-rellglon tha! preaches creatlng a ·new 

man· uslng electronlc bralnwashlng. Intensive psychiatrie 

therapy, and o ther methods to repress the lndlvldual 
personallty. The New Consdousness Church o r1glnated ln 

the former United States, and the headquarters of the 

church's polltical affillate are sald to be on a decommls­
sloned carrier vessel somewhere ln the Atlantic Ocean. 

Only the PNlfs connections ln lnfluentlal polltlec\l and 

megacorpor<lte c.lrdes have kept lt from belng banned ln 

Germany. 
Approxlmate MembershJp: Estimated 3,000: no official 

Rgures avallable 
ConfederAte ChA.ln Belleved to be M r. Gerd Mahlmann 

VolksdeutKhe RelnhehspArtel (VRP) 
The VRf> (German People's Pur1ty Party), a spllnter 

group of former PN[ members. may only operate ln seven 

l1\nder. More exrreme than the neo-NazJ PNE. VRf> mem· 
bers lnd ude cyber~engorged neonsklns. black-shlrted 

thugs, beer-bellled mlsflts ln tradltlonal German cosrume. 

and o ther such admirable people. As the pr1mary polltlcal 
ann of rlght -wlng terror1sm ln Germany, the VRf> 1s. 

unfortunately. more than a laughable ~rtment of luna­

tlcs and marginal dtlz.ens. 
Approxlm&te Membershlp: 1 ,800 (active) 

ConfederAte ChAln Hermann Olbr1chs 

POLICLUBS 
Most polldubs flnd few adherents outslde Berlin: a 

ma]orlty of the German people prefers to loln polltlcal 

parties and secret sodetles. The followlng polld ubs. how­
ever, enjoy wldespread acceptance across the German 

Alliance. 

Slegfrledbund 
This debatlng sodety, a branch o f the neo-NazJ PNE. 

tackles toplcs such as Tue Radai Threat to the German 
f>eople, Tue Rlght of Every Healthy German Otlz.en to 
Bear Arms, ·How to Stop Pollsh Ca.r Smugglers, and 

other enllghtenlng sub!ects. Desplte thls dub·s obvlous 
neo-NazJ orlgln, mcmbers of the DNf> and 8Vf> frequently 

speak at Slegfrledbund meetings. Servlng as a dearlng­
ho~ for all r1ght•wlng groups wtthln the German AIII· 

ance, the Slegtrledbund has fM•reachlng connections to 

International groups w1th slmllar fasdst leanlngs. 

»>»[Il also serves as a front and unofficial meeting 
place for Nalionale Aktion Killers.]««< 

- Kater Carlo (23:24:54/21 -0EC-53} 

KIAl>Auter1>und 
Active ln Hamburg and the North German Federa­

tlon. thls polldub takes lts name from the Klabauterman. 

a kobold (falry belng) of German maritime legend. Ac· 



cordlng to wldespread rumors. the Klabauterbu.nd has 
dose connections to Green War and to North Sea pirates. 
ltsown figures place Klabauterbund membershlpat 7,000, 

or whlch 5.000 live ln or nea, Hamburg. Ope.nly a.narchlst 

a.nd pro-ecology. the polldub opposes megacorps a.nd 
preaches a natural way or llfe. free of hlgh technology. 
Many metahuma.ns a.nd sorcerers. as well as a number or 

promlnent at1lsts a.nd representatlves orGerma.ny·s active 

subculture. belong to the Klabauterbund. 
The Klabauters derend plracy as leghlmate selr-de­

fense agalnst megacorp actlvlty. as long as lt does not 

persorlcllly enrlch the pirates. As a precedent for thls 
conduct. the dub's founders refer to the VltallenbrOder 

pirates active dur1ng the tlme of the Hanseatlc League. 

They daim that these pirates took justifiable action agalnst 
the oppressors k.nown as the ·Hanseatlc Peppersacks. 

Members of the Klabauterbund also belleve th.li one day 
ail the shlp·s kobolds wlll awake and take revenge for 

(meta)humanlty's mlsuse of the wor1d's oceans. 
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Mutter- lrde PollcJub 
The Mother larth Polldub represents one or the few 

(uropean socletles devoted to shama.nlc mc\glc. Whch· 
craft and shamanlsm. panthelsm. femlnlsm, and the propa­

gation of a wor1d-spannlng ecologlcaJ consclousness 
form the focus or debates, lectures. and actions. Member. 

ship stands at about 10,000. of whlch 70 percent arc 
women. Members of Mutter Erde commonly belong 10 

other, llke-mlnded groups such as the femlnlst secret 

sodety Sie and the eco-terror1st Green Cells. 

xhockwellenrelter 
The annrchlst pollclub known as the 

Schockwellenrelter (Shockwave RJders) evolved from the 

Chaos Computer üub. the only polldub 10 exlst solely 

lnslde the Matrlx. Schockwellenrelter does not hold meet • 

lngs or events ln the real wor1d. conflnlng lts activltles to 
computer-generated reallty. The Shockwave RJders offer 

data protection to ordlnary cltlzens. and conduct Indus­
mal esplonage. The d ub ls partlcularly lnfamous for regu­
la.rly uncover1ng and publlclzJng corporate crimes via 

newsrax cha.nnels. lts core membershlp conslstlng or the 

seml-legendary CCC. Germany's best deckers. the club 

also acts as a sort of decker ald association for gr1drunners 

ln dlstress. Of the 4.000 or so reglstered members active 

ln the legal pan of the organlzatlon, a mere 50 are 
hardcore deckers. 

SECRU SOCIETIES 
Magic.al clrdes a.nd other groups number1ng ten 10 a 

thousa.nd members h.lve become a popular way 10 meet 

people wlth llke lnterests. The organlz.ations llsted below 

run the gamut from small socletles to leagues that span 
the world a.nd meet only sporadlcally. Bec.ause none of 

them propagate thelr ldeas via leaflets. tr1deo commer­

clals. or other public media. members of these groups 

conslder themselves pan of an ellte. and thls sense of 

belonglng appeals strongly to the German psyche. 

>»»[Don'I tell me: revolutionary revelers? A conser­
vative faction within the Martinsday parade? Mystical 

choir groups? Tell me l'm dreamingl]««< 
-Ka ter Car1o (05:02:54/ 12-FEB-54) 

Doktor-f.lustus-Verblndung 
The Doc.tor FaustuS Society. a confederacy-wldedrde 

of hermetlc mages. provldes a forum ror members to 

dlscuss new and unconventlonal approaches 10 hermetlc 

magic. Whether a mage requlres certain llterature. speclal 

maglcal mater1als. or colleagues for a r1tual sorcery team. 

he can appeal to rhe Doctor Faustus Society for help. The 
Fausrla.ns also offer Rna.ndal ald for those lnterested ln 
foundlng new branches of the soclety. Candidates 10 the 

soclety are accepted only through the recommendatlon 
or a member ln good standing. a standard le~ to the 

dlsaetlon or the local clrde. 

The Doctor Faustus Society has members on the 
fuculty counclls of every unlverslty· level magic depart­

ment ln Germa.ny. a.nd ln ma.ny companles and other 

organlutlons lnvolved ln maglcal research. Though the 

Society lacks the power 10 ensure that only lts members 
recelve well-pald lobs ln the field or acceptance for 

doctorales ln thaumaturgy. no one of whom the Society 

dlsapproves ca.n hope to work leglt!mately as a mage. As 
a whole. the Faustlans tend toward llberal polltlcal v lews 

and are open to new ldeas. though they are not politlcally 
active. 

»»>(Open to new ideas? Hardly. Faustus 1s a boys 

club. violently opposed to anything hinting at feminism. 
Il receives most of its money from the AGC, and 11 still 

hasn't grokked the true revolutionary power of magic ln 
the Sixth World.)«<« 

-Gretchen ( 14:55:04/30-JUL-54) 

BAvarlan UlumlnAd, Ad.Am Welshaupt lodge 
few people know a.nythlng about thls wor1d-span­

nlng freemasons' lodge. The lodge nevertheless boastS 
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t vast cash reserves and far-reachlng connections. and 
some people suspect that lt works toward g lobal su­

premacy. Whenever law enforcement reaches a dead 
end ln cases lnvolvlng brlbery. corporate scandai. ban king 

dlsasters, and even murder. the Savarlan lllumlnati serve 
as a convenlent sc.apegoat. Experts usually refuse 10 

estlmate thlsgroup·s membershlp, but Il lsdeflnltely lcss 

than 100. 

»»>[Fac1s at your fingertips. people: members are, 
among others, Lofwyr and Nebelherr, [ERROR) itles at 
Ru(ERROR)oup of 204(ERROR) .... fr[ERROR) 
[ABORT] ------1+++Llne Error on 203-445. Exter­
nal reroutlng on 223·900 (SlmllnkAdult). Trace re­
lused. Emergency Shutdown and lmmedlate Sys­
tem Stop. Ali Data saved.+++)«<« 

-INtruderTRACing Expert System (23:09:44/ 17-
JUN-54) 

»»>[Well-known decker HAL9000 was lound dead at 
his console yesterday evening. The coronefs report 
read ·sensory overload lhrough illegal simlink." Today. 
EC 200,000 mysteriously materialized in our account. 
logether with a politely worded request 10 report the 
incidenl on-line. No comment.]««< 

-Sysop (14:32:25/18-JUN-54) 

Freemuon lodges 
Var1ous socletles of Freemasons. such as the Scottish 

Rite. Roslcrudans. Lodge of Llght. and so on. serve as 
welfare assoclatlons to ald metahumans or exlst to spread 
pamhelstlc teachlngs. A few functlon as commercial 

gentlemen's dubs. where members use lodge meetings 

to coordlnate thelr corporate strategles. ~e estimc11ed 
membershlp of all known Mc'\.SOnlc lodges wlthln the 

confederacy stands at 6.000. 

The wtdespread femlnlst assoclatlon Sie (She) con­

slsts mostly of wltches and followers of the Great Mother. 

Men may not attend meetings or become members. The 
assoclatlon alds femlnlst projects. promotes wltchcraft. 

and funds non-hermetlc mt\glcal research. Occaslonally. 

Sic members strlke out t\galnst companles and lndlvlduals 
percelved to be sexlst and/or racist, usualty through 

lllegal distribution of sensitive or damnlng Information. 

but sometlmes via computer vlruses or even hlred klllers. 

Sfe'sestlmated membershlp throughout Germany stands 
at 2.000. 

nRRORIST GROUPS 
Cert,dn groups. not content wlth lnfluencing the 

polltlcal process through partlamem and backstalrs deals. 

resort to lllegal means 10 attaln thelr goals. The groups 
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llsted below are offidally dasslfled as terrorlst assoclatlons 

accordlng to the Staatsslcherheltsgesetz (State Secur1ty 
Act) of 2046 and the amendments of 2049 and 2052. 

»>»[Under any other criteria. more than hall of the 
organizations previously described in this chapter also 
qualify as terrorist groups.)«<« 

-Backup (04:05:54/22-JUL-54) 

This listing does not lndude the doz.ens of small. 
occaslonally acr1ve terrorlst groups such ,u the Croatlan 
Salvatlon Front. the Revolutionary People's Army (Cadre). 

Humanls Germany. the Corp8usters. and so on. 

NatloMle Akdon (NA) 
Formed at the end of the Euro-Wars. the actions of 

these fear-lnsplrlng. rlght -w lng extremlsts make the news 
almost dally. Through such atrocltles as the refugee 

mas..<.acre at the Munich Olympie Vlllage ln 2043 and the 

bomblng of the Labor Union Congress ln 204 7. National 
Action terrorlsts hdve proven tlme and t\galn that the lives 

of others mean nothlng 10 them. 

Apart from a common. Intense hatred of metahumans 

and forelgners, there ls llttle to keep the NA together. If 
the group lacks a unlfled polltlcal structure. however. lt 

makes up for thls lack wlth a watertlght mllltary structure. 

Though actual membershlp ls estimated at no more man 
500, National Action often draws support from sympa­
thlz.ers aa os.s the entlre r1ght w lng of the polltlcal spec­
trum. The confederate govemment ha.s posted a reward 

of EC 50,000 for Information leadlng 10 the arrest of any 

of the 37 known members of the NA s command. 

Andlmperl.vl.sttsd,e Armee 
llke the NA. the AIA (Antl-lmperlallst Army) 1s a 

small group of perhaps 1,000 active members supported 

by roughly 20,000 sympathlz.ers. Unllke the NA, the AIA 
ls a flrmly left-wlng organll.dtlon. concentratlng lts attacks 

on megacorporate fadlltles. pollce and mllltary Installa­

tions, •'"d polltldans from (ln thelr opinion) represslve 

German states. 
Baslng thelr polltlal t\genda on Neo-Lenlnlst theo· 

ries, AIA members vlew themselves as soldlers for the 

Thlrd World , carrylng the great North-South confllct lnto 
the centers of lmperlallst. capltallst power. Most mem­

bers of the AJA. ln fact. corne from Thlrd World ald 

socletles. lndudlng a healthy number of dlsgruntled de­

velopment workers. Most known members of the active 
cadres are well-eduated. 

Rumor has lt that Amaz.onla and the Maghreb states 

of the Federatlon of lslamlc States supply the AIA's top­
Alght weapons ,,nd mllltary gear. as well as much of lts 

money. AIA commando adres are active ln the United 

Nethertarids. ltaly. and Scandlnavla as well as wlthln the 
German Alliance. 



Green War Europe/Cirüne Zellen 
These eco-terrorlsts attack pollutlon-lntenslve ! ndus­

trles. Thelr aim ls always to damage property and other 
assets, avoiding taking rneta(human) life whenever pos­

sible. Green War ls an international organlzatlon of ap­

proxlmately 3,000 actlvlst "commandos" and at least 5 
million sympathlzers. lt recruits its allied Grüne Zellen 

(Green Celis) mostly frorn dabblers in eco-terrorism, does 

not malntaln a hlerarchlcal command structure, and re­
stricts its actlvlties to Europe. Despite its loose organlza­

tion and small membership, the organization's activitles 

show an effect on the lntended targets, and continue to 

garner strong public syrnpathy. 
Green War lntemational's most infamous accom­

plishments lnclude the slnklng of the last Japanese whal­

lng fleet ln the Paclflcand the occupation, shutdown, and 
demolition of the Ukrainian nuclear plant at Chernobyl. 

The German Green Cells achleved slmllar notoriety by 

conductlng unrelentlng sabotage agalnst chemlcal glant 

AG Chemle, culmlnating in a nighttime missile attack on 
the empty showrooms of Chemexpo 204 7. Accordlng to 
the Staatsslcherheltsgesetz of 2046, membershlp ln et­

ther of these two organlzations carries a sentence of up to 
15 years lmprlsonment. 

Deutsch-Kathollsche Klrche 
The German Cathollc Church, also known as the True 

Church of the Lord God and His Saints (Wahre Kirche 

Gottes Des Herm Und Seiner Helllgen), takes pride in lts 

reactionaryviews regarding cyberware, magic, and social 
advances ln the Slxth World. Led by Archblshop von 
Heeremann, the church has lts headquarters in the 

Westphallan capital of Münster, and most ofits adherents 

corne from that Land. lts polltlcal branch 1s the Rltter 
Christi (Christian Knights). 

Panlslamlsche Union 

Though lts name conjures up pictures of an innocu­
ous assembly of lslamlc bellevers, the ran-lslamic Union 

is a radical, fundamentallst Shlite organlzation attemptlng 

to expand lts Influence over Muslims wlthln the AŒ 

through religious schools, trideo libraries, and its own 
radio and trldeo stations. The Pan-lslamic Unton has close 

tles to the radical Damascus League, also known as the 

Alliance for Allah, and has skated close to the edge of 
being banned more than once. Led by Mr. Hamid 

Mekhnem, lt uses Jihad gangs-Jihad X throughout most 

of the German Alliance and Jihad B ln Berlin-as armed 

enforcers. 
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RILIGIOUS GROUPS 
The separatlon of church and state drastlcally reduced 

the influence of ail religious groups, and these groups now 

resort to the same means as pollclubs and corporations to 
regain thelr power. The two religious groups described 
below currently enjoy the greatest impact on German 

public life. 

:~::;;:' 
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FOREIGN POLICY 

The Foreign Ministry of the confederate government 

handles relations with the other nations of the world, 
though a few of the Uinder have attempted to enter world 

politlcs by slgning separate treaties wlth other countries. 
Bavaria and Württemberg, two Lander known for their 
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separatlst forelgn pollcles even before thelr formai seces­
sion in 2038, are particularly active in foreign relations. 

The Alliance of German States pursues vlgorous 
trade relations wlth few countrles. ln most cases, spedflc 
circumstances dictate whatever diplomatie or other rela­
tions exlst between the AGS and other politlcal entlties. 
Only those countries that the AGS considers signlflcant ln 
some way are dealt with ln this section. The present state 
of relations between the AGS and its major trading 
partners, allies. and enemies are described below. 

AMAZONIA 
Ali German states regard Amazonia as the single 

source of ail terrorist activities against them. a view held 
even in top govemment clrcies. Trade wlth Amazonla ls 
severely restricted, and citizens of this nation can rarely 
obtain an entry visa. 

AUSTRJA 
Because both nations speak the same language and 

thelr populations have hlstorically dose ties, relations 
between Austria and the AGS remain cordial. Though 
neither nation wants formai unification. at limes it seems 
as though the border between Austrla and Germany is 
virtually nonexistent. 

AIRAN 
Aztlan. along with several other South American 

nations. is one of Germany's biggest customers for weap­
ons and sophistlcated technology. The nationallzation 
wave of 2044 left Aztlan·s German-owned corporations 
largely unscathed, and trade continues to Aourish. The 
govemment ln Hannover nevertheless keeps a wary eye 
on the growlng Aztlan corporate state. A movement 
wlthin the AGS to li mit or restrict relations wlth Aztlan on 
humanltarlan grounds ls slowly gainlng support. and may 
cool relations in the future. 

BALKAN STATES 
Though Germany has warm relations with Slovenia, 

it regards Cr0c1tia and her arch-enemy Serbia as bareiy 
dvlliz.ed. These two nations, deflned almost entlrely by 
religion and natlonallsm, hold back from unrestralned 
bloodshed only because they fear the incursion of the 
numerous Islam le statelets at thelr southern borders more 
than they hate each other. 

The lslamic mini-states, some of which are owned by 
multinational combines wlth German participation, have 
constantly shifting borders. Sorne states disappear. to be 
replaced by new small countries, but little actuallychanges. 
Should any of the mlnor con filets between them reach the 
level of a full-scale war, the someone will use MET2000 to 
confine and end the violence. 
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CIS REPUBLICS 
Tied to Germany by economic aid and multinational 

corporate connections ever slnce the E.uro-Wars, the 
former CIS states of Belarus, Ukraine, and the Baltlc 
republics maintain warm relations wlth the AGS. Military 
assistance treatles and cultural agreements between Ger­
many and these republlcs provide for student exchanges 
and tourism. ln Ukraine, growing numbers of German 
vlsltors make the tourlst trade lncreasingly important. 

CZECH REPUBLIC AND SLOVAKIA 
German-Czech relations go far beyond standard eco­

nomlc and diplomatie contacts. Cultural and persona! 
exchanges as well as frequent cooperation in the fields of 
magical and sclentiflc research have created a level of 
amity seen prevlously only ln German-French coopera­
tion. Germany·s relationship with Slovakia is much more 
reserved, mostly because of Slovakla's decades-old sus­
picions of its mlghty neighbor. 

»>>>[A suspicion not always unwarranted.]<<«< 
- Tyder (21 :19:57/13-JUL-54) 

ENGLAND 
After the Czech Republic. E.ngland ls Germany's most 

important industrial, military, and law-enforcement part­
ner. Automated vessels ferry large supplies ofgoods back 
and forth across the North Sea, and many German tourists 
visit London everyyear. Despite this outward friendliness, 
however. Brltons regard Germany's growing strength 
wlth suspicion, and the German government takes an 
equally dim view of the powerful E.nglish drulds. 

FRANCE 
The events of the last half century strained German­

French friendship. Thelr sclemiflcand mllitary cooperatlon 
continues as before, but cultural exchange has dlmln­
ished. The formation of the German Alliance further 
stralned Germany's relatlonshlp wlth France, even pro­
voklng occasional border confllcts in the French province 
of Alsace. 

HUNGARY 
As the focus of trade between the Western world and 

the lslamic nations, the Hungarian capital of Budapest has 
become the center of espionage and illegal transactions 
on a global scale as well as the hub of legitimate intercul­
tural dlplomacy. The German government and the 
megacorporations have "strategic vested interests" in 
Hungary. and keep it well su pp lied with money and trade 
goods. 



ITALY 
The German Alliance cooperates with ltaly ln fightlng 

organlzed crime ln both countrles. The ltallan economy 

faces serlous challenges, however, and the AGS appears 
unlikely to offer financlal assistance. The pollution of the 
Medlterranean and the transformation of southern ltaly 

lnto a desert brought tourism to a hait, prompting the 

country's economic slide. Only the strong tles between 
German and ltallan familles, carrled over from the last 

century, l<eep relations from drying up altogether. 

KÔNIGSBERG 
The Free State of Kônlgsberg, formerly Kaliningrad, 

only recently appeared on the map of Europe. This extra­
terrltorlal corporate enclave, founded ln the former East 

Prussla as a tax haven after the chaos of the Euro-Wars, 

houses Germans, Russians, Poles, Lithuanlans, Latvlans, 

and Estonlans worklng together ln dose cooperatlon. lt 
en]oys close tles with the German Alliance: many multi­

national corporations with German elements own the 

research laboratorles and automated factorles located 
here. The young state ls governed by the board of the 

Baltlc-East Prusslan Recovery Corporation and protected 

by MET2000 and corporate troops. 

NORTH AMERICA 
The spllnterlng of the United States and Canada lnto 

UCAS, CAS, Cal Free, the NAN nations, and Tir Talrnglre 

falled to dlsrupt the historlcally cordial relations between 
Germany and North America. Desplte the pull back of U .S. 

troops during the lndian crlsis, sufficlent persona! as well 

as economic ties remalned to form a contlnulng basls for 
mu tuai contact and support between Germany and al I the 

North American states, save the Native American and 

elven nations. Germany maintains neutral to friendly 
relatlonshlps wlth the latter two polltlcal groups. 

ln general, Germany has a somewhat warmer rela­

tionship to the UCAS than to the CAS, with the exception 

of the cultural exchange between the CAS and Bavarla. 
Mutual economic contacts with Japan create warm rela­

tions between Germany and the Califomia Free State. 

POLAND 
Germany's greatest Influence ln Po land lies not wlth 

the AGS government, but wlth the Saeder-Krupp 
megacorporatlon, which organlzed most of the aid for 

Poland's reconstruction efforts followlng the E.uro-Wars. 

Poland 's conservatlve rellglous vlews also tle lt closely to 
Westphalla, most visibly expressed in a steady exchange 
of goods between the countrles via the canais of central 

Europe. 

RUSSIA 
following the end of the E.uro-Wars and the ouster of 

the reglme responslble for them, German-Russlan rela­

tions normalized wlth remarkable speed. The present 

Russian government is pursuing an lsolationist pollcy, but 
German corporations remaln that natlon's favorite trading 

partners. 

SCAN DINA VIA 
Closely allled wfth the nations of Scandlnavia via 

numerous economic cross-holdings. the AGS also pro­
motes close contacts wlth lts Scandlnavlan nelghbors 

through cooperation in such environmental projects as 

the revitalization of the Bal tic Sea. The Baltlc Sea venture 
has created partlcularly Important and strong relations 

between Sweden and the Duchy of Pomorya. 

SPAIN 
No longer the top vacation spot for German tourists, 

Spain now holds more lnterest for AGS megacorps than 

the govemment. Many of the megacorps have moved 
part of thelr production to the lberlan peninsula to take 

advantage of cheaper labor, and now enjoy cozy coopera­

tlon wlth Spanlsh corporations. Occaslonal eruptlons of 

religious fundamentalism do llttle to dlsrupt corporate 

relations. 

SWITZERLAND 
Switzerland's neutrality, financlal stabillty, and con­

servatlsm have made lt a beacon ofstabl!lty ln the heart of 

Europe. Home of the renowned Swiss banking system 

and the United Nations, Swltz.erland remains as Important 

to Germany as to the rest of the world. 

UNITED NETHERLANDS 
The German Alliance 1s competlng wlth France, En­

gland, and Switzerland for influence over the royal house 

of Orange, the only remalnlng symbol of national ldentlty 

left to the dtlzens of thls state. Only the economlc ald of 

neighboring countries allows thls remnant of the Nether­

lands and Belgium to exlst. 
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t'wenty-flrst century Germany 1s a multlcultural 

society in which an exciting plethora of contrasts can 

sometimes explode lnto vio-

lent contradictions. Though lt's 

true that llfe ln majorcities such 
as Munich dlffers llttle from the 
sprawls of Seattle or Tokyo, a 

much looser style exists in the 

provinces. This marked dlffer­

ence reflects the reglonallsm 
native to the German national 

character, which is also seen in 

the loose polltical structure of 
the German Alliance. The array 

of llfestyles may sometimes 
seem bewilderlng, yet it seems 

to have produced a remarkable 
stability, currently and through­

out history. Today's German 

citizen may live how and where 
he llkes, and everyone can flnd 

a niche. 

»>»(Diversity, my butt! Lis­
ten up, jammer, it's got noth­
ing to do with diversity or cul­
ture. Everybody just does 
whatever they like around 
here, and doesn't give a frag 
about what the authorities 
think. That's the really good news from "21 st-century 
Germany.'1«<« 

-Fritz the Blitz (22:59:03/16-MAR-54) 

»»>[Exactly! And ail that dross about a "multicultural 
society" isn't true, either. The fascists used to rant 
against foreigners. These days, they do it against 
metahumans. Metahumans are persecuted and dis­
criminated against. Thal stinksl!!!)«<« 

- Grainer (21 :34:56/18-JUN-54) 

»>»[Who the frag let VOU in?!]«<« 
- Blue Max (00:47:18/19-JUN-54) 
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»>»[Came on my own, thanks.)«<« 
-Greiner (05:24:31/19-JUN-54) 

>>>»[Nah.)«<<< 

EVERYDAY Llfl 

Whatever lts other shortcom­
ings. the German Alliance has one 

of the most all-encompassing so­

cial safety nets ln the world. Any 

member of sodety wllllng to ac­
cepta System Identification Num­

ber (SIN), whlch brlngs wlth ltthe 

necessltyofpayingtaxesandother 
fees. is entitled to unemployment 

benefits, subsidized education, a 
guaranteed pension, and univer­

sal public health care. The confed­
erate govemment is also devel­

oping an electronic ballotlng sys­

tem that works off the SIN, effec­
tivelydisenfranchising the SINless. 

ln the govemment's view, of 

course, only criminals and per­
sons of dublous trustworthiness 

refuse to accepta SIN. 

»>»(Hey, she's talking about 
us!]<<<« 

- Matrixmaster (03:37:41 / 
14-JUL-54) 

-Blue Max (1 9:44:12/16-JUL-54) 

»>»[And about two-thirds of ail persans earning more 
than EC 100,000 a year.)««< 

- Deckjack (03:57:19/17-JUL-54) 

»>»[And a lot of people who neither know how to spell 
SIN nor realize that such a thing even exists.]«<« 

-Kumpel Anton (06:00:38/17-JUL-54) 



>»»[Here's an interesting nugget of information. Those 
98.3 million AGS suits listed in the population statistics 
are a pure guess. The most recent cens us, in 2046, used 
the SIN and counted 97.2 million. Even then, at least 5 
million SINless folk fell by the wayside, and that number 
hasn't gone down since then.]«<« 

- Sandmann (02:09:45/23-SEP-54) 

HOUSING 

Germany are two Arkoblocks and the beginnings of a 
third. These giant habitats cast their shadows on the sites 
where the cities of Cuxhaven. Wilhelmshaven, and Em• 

den stood before the Great Flood. The habitat of 
Bremerhaven, forerunner of the Arkoblocks, lies to the 
south of Cuxhaven and to the east of Wilhelmshaven. 

Designed to house three million people, these gl­
gantlc structures have foundations averaglng 500 by 

1,500 meters ln wldth and 
length and they rlse to helghts ln the past 50years, already­

scarce living space has become 
even scarcer. These days, even 
mld-level corporate employees 
may have to llve ln a boardlng 
house for up to three months 

after movlng to a new job unless 
the company owns lts own apart­
ment blocks or an arcology. The 
houslng problem becomes al­

most lnsurmountable for famllles 
wlth chlldren. This housingcrunch 

affects every populated area 
throughout the German Alliance, 
and any apartments, office build­

ings. and areasoftown leftunoc­
cupled become easy targets for 
housenappers. 

•ZIEAII TRUREIH• 
of more than 1 , 700 meters. 
Work on the habitats of Emden 
and Bremerhaven was begun ln 
the year 2030, and ln 2038 the 

building program was ex­
panded to lndude Cuxhaven 
and Wilhelmshaven. So far, only 
the construction teams have 

been lnslde any of the 
Arkoblocks. Accordlng to ru­
mor, the lower 200 tloors are 

meant for livingspace and busi• 
ness purposes, while the upper 
1 10 tloors wlll remain off-limits 
to the public. 

PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS: 

THE "SKULL K.RUSHIN' NOISE" Of ... 

»>»[General duration of oc­
cupancy is 5 months. At that 
point, some real astate specula­
tor usually calls the Bullen. A 
thirty-second item in the news 
mentions 2 dead and 40 arrests, 
and the others move on.]<«« 

-Sandmann (02:56:37/23-
FEB-54) 

The trouble does not end 
when people flnd legltlmate 
houslng, whether temporary or 
permanent. Property owners can and do charge exorbi­
tant rents. A two-room apartment costs a minimum of EC 
250 per month, a four-room apartment EC 600 and up. 
Luxury apartments, far beyond most people's pockets, 
start at an average price of EC 1,500 per month. A 
boardlng house room starts at EC 300 per month, a hotel 

room costs EC 1 5 to 500, dependlng on location and 
quality, and even a cheap coffin hotel costs an average of 
EC 5 per nlght. 

Art<oblocks 
Perhaps the development of Arkoblocks wlll one day 

help solve the houslng shortage. Rfslng above the smog 
and add clouds that blanket certain reglons of northem 

The first Arkoblock is ex-
pected to open in early summer 

of 2054; the second and thlrd 
blocks will open in 2055 and 
2057. respectlvely. A some­
what smaller habitat at 

Hellgoland ls projected to open 
ln 2056. 

The government chose to use 
drones and expert-system-con­
trolled robots on a wide scale to 
construct the Arkoblocks. 
mostly to keep down the costs 

of the complicated security ar­
rangements and detox installa-
tions required for human work­

ers. A major accident is alleged to have occurred during 
the work on Block Ill in 2047, but there is no existing 
public record for verifying the details. 

FOOD 
Desplte the best efforts of Germany's countryslde 

communes and eco-farmers. the production rate of natu­

ral. unpolluted foodstuffs remalns too low to satisfy de­
mand. For the time being, natural food only shows up on 
the tables of the rich. The German Alllance produces food 
from two sources: the forced-growth meat and vegetable 
"factorles'· of Westphalla's Münsterland reglon, and er­
satz, or artlfidal foods, from factorles ln the truest sense of 
the word. Meat ls the most popular ersatz food product. 

li8IMANY IUCIBO(I( □ 



□ 

With few exceptions, imports are restrlcted to tropical 

fruits and soy products. 
The fast-food sector has become the average German' s 

regulareatlng place, and Germany's multicultural soclety 

offers tremendous variety. Fast-food cuisine from the 

Near and Far East ls currently ln vogue across the nation, 
though regular restaurants offer reglonal cooking as the 

latest version of modem haute cuisine. 

As always, beer, coffee, tea, and wlne remaln staples 
of the German dlet, though skyrocketing prices for real 

coffee have revitallz.ed the market for ersatz coffee from 
roasted grain. The German brewerles, many located ln the 

Rhine-Ruhr region, are increasing their output every year. 

Hl ALTH CARE 
The traditionally hlgh standards of German health 

care helped lts people survive the two waves of VIT AS and 

the E.uro-Wars ln much better shape than the rest of 

Europe. Subsequentyearshaveseen the expansion of the 

national network of hospltals and practicing speclallsts to 
a total of I doctor for every 244 cltlz.ens and 1 hospltal bed 
for every 78 citiz.ens. 
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AVERAGE FOOD PRICES 
Item Prlce (ln EC) 
Soyburger 1 
Turklsh takeaway 3 
Chinese lunch 5 
Japanese lunch 7 
Brunch 12 
Multl-course meal 20+ 

ln a three-star restaurant 80+ 
Cheap junk food 12 

Average quality 20 
Organically grown 50 

Glass of beer, .3 llters 2 
Glass of wine, .25 llters 4+ 
Glass of brandy, .05 liters 2+ 

»>»[My, my, such optimistic numbers. Makes me 
wonder about the source.]««< 

- Conrad (08:52:13/02-DEC-53 

>»»[And let's not forget Uncle Shadowdoc.)««< 

- Nukleus (12:47:27/01 -DEC-53) 

SINless or SINner, every resldent of and visltor to the 

AGS enjoys the rlght to basic medical care ln case of 

accident or acute lllness. Any treatment beyond that, such 
as replacement llmbs, long- term therapy, and so on, 

requires lntegration into the social safety net o r else 

private health lnsurance. Public heaith care does not pay 
for improvements not medlcally necessary, such as elec­

tronic or biogeneticcyberware. Rescue hellcopters and an 
extensive network of emergency medical teams guaran­

tee that medical help wili reach the scene of an accident 
or poisoning within less than half an hour. Germany's 

private medical service, BuMoNa, reaches emergency 

victims even faster, withln 15 minutes. 

Unfortunately, the sociallz.ed system allows pro­
found regional variations to exlst. For example, medical 

care conditions are consldered especlally poor ln the Troll 

Kingdom and the Marienbad Councll. Surprisingly, the 
same 1s true of many regions ln Bavaria and Franconla. 

»>»[As the proud owner of a phantastic replacement 
leg, let me tell you that BuMoNa couldn't care less about 

your SIN. Their con tract covers basic health care as well 
as emergency service, and they subsidfze cyberware. 

Get it now, and don'! leave home without it.]««< 
- Jagdpanther (02 :45: 12/31-JAN-54) 



PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
As mentloned earller ln Fast Forward, p. 13, the 

prlvate car remalns the average German;s favorite toy. 

Between them, 98 million cltlzens own 49 million cars. 

Only ALI, the topnotch, computerlzed trafflc guidance 
system, prevents grldlock from setting In nationwlde. ALI 

makes the situation Just bearable, as does the fact that 
most clty centers ban cars. The national network of 

autobahnen and government-maintained roads connects 
almost ail German towns wlth more than 2,000 lnhablt­

ants. 

>»»(As usual, the party line casually ignores ALl's 
intermittent routing failures, 1 see. Trust me, readers; even 
though the system generally works, the (admittedly occa­
sional) glitch can Iock up traffic for hours al a time.)«<« 

- Karl Kornerstone (04:10:15/13-MAR-54) 

Because buses bog down in clty trafflc, public trans­
port ln the AGS means train or tramway. Dur[ng rush hour, 

commuters pack the trains so densely that they keep each 
other from falllng down. For medium and long-distance 

travel, the publlcly owned Deutsche Bundesbahn ÔAG 

railway continues to hold off all private competitors. 
Though local rall llnes are consldered far Jess comfortable 

than the long-distance trains, they make up for thls Jack of 
luxury with an lmpressive safety record. 

MIDIA 
The electronic media have finally pushed printed 

newspapers and magaz.lnes to the frlnges of the market, 

and only the yellowest press and a few natlonwide daiiles 
still appear exclusively on paper. The yellow-print press 

faces lncreasingly heavy competltlon from Junkfax and 
ScreamFax services. 

As of May 29, 2053, the German telecom grid 

boasted 19 simsense stations, 47 trldeo stations, 21 
prlvate, 2D TV stations, 38 radio stations, and 51 Newsfax/ 

EFax/ScreamFax services. ln addition to the legitimate 

channels, 21 ground-based 2D 1V stations, 14 ground­
based radio stations, 1 1 1V and 19 pirate radio stations 

broadcast illegally across the AGS. Roughly the same 
number of lllegal stations ls avallable via satellite. 

>»»[lncluding the pirate satellite Korona Ill, which 
broadcasts death races, gladiator fights, hardcore porn, 
and other such niceties on four channels. Unfortunately, 
no one can shoot down this particular purveyor of manure 
because il is parked right next to NavStar 9.]««< 

- Urban Guerrilla (02:34:44/17-JUN-54) 

The popuiarlty of the electronlc media is exceeded 
only by simsense recordlngs. Indeed, more than 20 

million slmsense players have been sold withln the AGS 
to date. 

>»»(Ever notice that the first simsense tanks bore 
quite a resemblance to a video peepshow 
cabin?]««< 

- Doktor Schlwago (14:44:27/23-JAN-54) 

The most popular simchips provide intense sensory 

experiences. Relaxation sims sell less well, but educatlon 
and active travel programs on such subjects as hang 

gliding across the Grand Canyon are qulte popular. 

MUSIC 
Apart from those few private concerts stlll sponsored 

by rlght-wlng fanatlcs, the pseudo-folk music that doml­
nated much of the German-language music business over 

the past century has dlsappeared, along wlth the home­

grown German versions of Amerlcan pop songs, the 
Schlager. Nowadays, only professional samplers produce 

this kind of music, for export to Japan. 

>>>»[Vou ever hear the PsyKore cover version of 
"Herzilein"? That'II really send you spinningl)«<« 

-MC Aloysius (20:15:12/03-JAN-54) 

Nextmostpopularinsalestotheomnlpresent"muzak" 

that echoes even t hrough the sewer system Is rock music 
wlth German, E.ngllsh, )apanese, or Arable vocals. At 

present, the speedethno and cyberpsycho genres domi­

nate the market, but, as ln any generation; other styles 
also enjoy popularity. The rlslng lnterest ln rock muslc 

throughout the population is largely a product of the 
trldeo stations MW and E.uRock, which bombard their 

viewers wlth music, interviews, and speclal features 24 

hours a day. MW broadcasts what is currently considered 

mainstream rock almost exciuslvely, whlle EuRock fea­
tures more obscure, underground musical styles durlng 

approximately a third of its broadcasting time. 

SPORTS AND LEISURI 
The most prominent leisure activity in the AGS ls 

channel surflng-simply put, most people spend too 
much tlme glued to the Idiot box. The disgraceful state of 
housing in ail the Lander has made apartment-hunting an 

endurance sport. Because so many people spend so many 

of their Free hours searchlng for a place to live, member-

AVERAGE ENilRTAINMENT PRICES 
Item 

Slmsense chip 
Musicchip 
Clnema ticket 

Disco cover charge 
Ticket to rock concert 

Prlce (ln EC) 

10 to 60 

15 
8 

5+ 

20+ 
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ship in sports clubs and other such organiz.ations has fallen 
dramatically. However. most average citizens make a 

point of visiting a health club or body building studio on 

a daily basis. 

>»»[Actually, the second most popular leisure sport is 
having sex 2.7 times a week.]«<« 

-Gucky der Mausbiber (10:56:58/29-DEC-53) 

This attention to persona] well-being cannot be con­

sidered a national obsession: many companies requlre 

thelr employees ro be fit and attractive. These companles 

willingly subsidize health club v isits du ring working hours 

as long as thelr employees return to work immaculately 
dressed and groomed. 

Despite the horrifie demands placed on individua1s· 

vanishlng leisure tlme, attendanœ at prof'essional and 
amateur sporting events has actually lncreased ln recent 

years. Regional soccer leagues, the Teuton Bowl elimina­
tlon tournaments, Urban War. combat blking, hoverball. 

and corp maneuvers rank among the most popular spec­

tator events. 

FASHION 
The designers in Paris, Milano. and Düsseldorf keep 

busy by creating a new fashion trend every season, and 
produœrs of ready-to-wear fashlons slavlshly copy each 

trend, often reproducing each design in a multitude of 

unique fabrics. 

>»»(Keeps the slave laborers in Malaysia, Angola, 
and Remania working, too.]««< 

- Nucleus (07:44:27/11-APR-54) 

ln the summer of 2052, German fashion mimlcked 
the clothlng style preferred by French aristocrats. The 

winter of that year saw the fashionable set dressed in neo­

baroq ue style, wlth an emphasis on shades of canary 

yellow and plnk. The dominant styles of 2054 rely on 

natural colors, a selection that unfortunately includes 
several quite disgusting shades. 

>>>>>[A marvel to be seen-dysentery green.]«<« 
-No Fun (00:14:02/13-MAR-54) 

Double- and triple-breasted suits made frorn fine 

natural fabrics, usually lined with bulletproof kevlar, re­

main a fashlon constant for bankers and corporate execu­

tives. Suits who fancy themselves a little rebellious in their 
off-hours affect various punk fashions. often combining 

avant-garde hair. jewelry, and makeup styles wlth Japa­

nese kimonos. Cosmetic operations to change the iris, 
jewelry implants in the skin, and lu minous tattoos are also 

very popular. 
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SUBCULTURES 

Germany"s diverse culture supports rnany alternative 

llf'estyles. For the urban Joe Average, rnost subcultures 

seem odd. but not remarkably so. Two particular subcul­
tures, the lowtech rornantlcs and the lousters, comprise 
the exotlc frlnge. Most cltlzens pursue far more rnundane 

interests. 

LOWTECH ROMANTICS 
The creeping growth of urban conglomerations such 

as the Rhine-Ruhr rnegaplex created a backlash in parts of 
Germany. Whole groups of young people. rnost espous­

ing left-wing, ecological views, left the cities and occu­
pied rural areas unsuited for agro-lndustrial use. They 
formed so-c.alled lowtech communes, villages commit­

ted to making a living from the production of natural 
bioproducts and using as little modern technology as 
possible. 

>>>>>(Hee, hee, hee.)<<<<< 
-Gucky der Mausbiber (03:34:21/19-JUL-54) 

Decades of population shift into the cities had de­
populated entire regions, and so these ideallsrs, dubbed 

"lowtech rornantics," found plenty of empty farms and 
even whole villages open for housenapping. Often, they 

did thls with the blesslng of the local Land government. 

>>>>>[Housenap?]<<<<< 
-Frazier (13:24:17/01-NOV-54) 

>»>>[The term refers to squatting, the practice of 
illegally entering and occupying buildings left to rot by 
real estate speculators. Actually, the German language 
has two distinct terms for squatting: "hausbesetzung," 
the usual kind of squatting, and "instandbesetzung," or 
housenapping. ln the case of housenapping, the new, 
illegal tenants repair the damage done by the previous 
owner's neglect. These days, housenapping is the more 
prevalent practice.]«<<< 

-Raghnal (00:10:43/02-NOV-54) 

Lowtech romantics usually find favor with their neigh­

bors. People willlng to reclaim and refurblsh abandoned 

property tend, by nature, to be conscientlous (if not 

aggresslvely so) and accepting of social mores. Local law 
enforcement usually watches these groups closely untll 

assured that they lntend to be productive members of 

society. 
Two of the largest and best-known communes are 

the "Hermann der Cherusker' communlty ln East 

Westphalia-Llppe, and the "Labensgünschtler" ln the 

Ërzeblrge Mountains. The Cherusker commune takes its 
name from the Germanie chleftaln Arminius, who de-



l'eated three Roman leglons near the Teutoburg Forest ln 

9 A.D. "LabensgOnschtler" ls a dialectal rendering of the 

German word for "bon vivant.• 

>» »[Statistically, twice as many romantics as suits 
end up in the loony bin.]« <« 

-Backup (21 :37:34/17-DEC-53) 

JOUSTERS 
Though they exlst on the furthest frlnge of German 

society. the jouster sulx:ulture ls growlng in popularlty, 

despite the dangers of thelr lllegal actlvitles. Blkers and 
street gangs flrst used armed vehicles for turf flghts. but 

the true beginnlngs of joustlng began in villages and small 

towns left half-depopulated by urban migration. 
ln the 2030s, leadlng automotlve corporations be­

gan produdng cars with heavy weapons mounted on the 

chassis. Unable to flnd enough test drivers for new pro­

duction models. the corps turned to the street gangs. 
flnding many members ready to pick up high pay for a 

thrill. The corps chose to stage these violent test drives in 
seml-deserted towns, attractlng conslderable attention 

from bored, rural youths. Commercial tapes of these "test 

drives· turned into mass-market hits, and jousting evolved 

lnto a popular sportdespite the fact that it remalned lllegal 

ln most Lander. E.ventually, the fast-growing number of 
jousters exhausted the supply of small towns ln whlch to 

flght and they started looklng for other opportunitles to 

pursue thelr violent pastime. 
Today. jousts exist to suit every taste. So-called 

"stock car races· between unarmed vehlcles forma part of 

every trideo channel's programming, usually slotted wlth 

youth programs. The illegal 'death races' between heavlly 
armed and armored cars are shown as well. ln these races 

only one driver may leave the arena alive, and spectators 

wager large bets on the survlvability of thelr favorite 

combatants. Reproduced on tapes. chips. and slmsense. 

jousts rank among the entertainment industry' stop adrena­
llne-boosters. Not surprislngly, rumors are rife that a 

number of media corporations secretly sponsor the death 

races. 

»>»(Yo! And for another variation, check out the free 

demo fights on the German autobahnenl]<«« 
-Speedracer (23:02:45/16-JAN-54) 

»>»[What do you mean?]<«« 
--Greiner (16:59:23/18-JAN-54) 

>»»[The pig's loose on the bahn, 1 tell you. Lots of th ose 
adrenaline junkies are actually staging their own private 

jousts, using heavy MGs for lances. They usually slot il at 

night, and if a rival gang wanders into their sights, you can 

see the fireworks for kilometers around.]«<« 
-Jagdpanther (05:57: 19/03-FEB-54) 

GERMAN MATRIX 

Like the japanese and American Matrix grids, all 

icons and constructs ln the German Matrix obey the rules 

of the Universal Matrlx Speclflcations set down by Fuchi at 
tlle Tokyo conference of2039. However. the German grid 

also lncludes a few speclal lcons requlred to operate this 

multi-level Matrlx. 

DEVELOPMENT 
The development of the Integrated Services Digital 

Network 2 (ISDN2). also called ISDN pro. began in the last 
century, but became establlshed ln its present form ln 

204 t . The system's original planners envisloned the 

consolidation of telephone. fax, viewphone. permanent 

data systems. and cable televlslon llnes wlthln a single. 
densely Integrated grid. As technlcal Innovations began 

to appear practically one after another followlng the 
introduction of slmsense technology. the developers of 

ISDN had to ad Just their plans roughly once a year. finally 
agreeing to adopt the standards set by Fuchi at the 

Unlversal Matrix Speclfications Conference held ln Tokyo 

ln 2039. Durlng thls development phase. the designers of 

the German Matrix consistently built basic grid structures 
capable of handllng live tlmes the node capadty pre­

dlcted as necessary for 2041. 
By 2051, the Matrix exceeded lts built-ln capadty, 

and whole LTG areas now break down on a. regular basls. 
a particular problem over the past three years. The grid's 

owner. Deutsche Telekom ÔAG, promises to lncrease 
Matrlx capaclty to ten limes lts present level by 2055. but 

the leaps and bounds being made ln software capadty 

almost every few months may have already rendered this 

goal obsolete. 

»>»(As long as the systems remain consolidated, 

nothing will change. And there won't be any deregulation 
as long as Telekom is partia l ly financed by 

DeMeKo.]<«« 
- Konwacht (21 :59:26/14-MAY-54) 

» » >[Until the system expands or a miracle happens, 

stay out of the grid between 06:00 and 22:00 unless you 

think it's chilly to reboot every few minutes.]««< 
- Dator (23:01 :53/14-MAY-54) 

Germany's present Matrix system is made up of 
three separatevirtual unlverses: the basegrid. the Simlink. 

and the ALI traffic guidance system. The border between 

basegrld and Slmllnk is fuzzy. Slmlink units are simply 

standard grid elements that use a slightly d lfferent coding 
ln data transfer. Basegrld and ALI. on the other hand. 
share only a few connections and are dlvided by a dearly 

deflned intervening space if observed from the right 

position. 
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BASEGRJD 
The basegrld conflguratlon equals the UMS standard, 

with a few minor exceptions for basic Telekom services. 
Yellow pyramids represent digital phones, ralnbow-col­
ored columns represent input sources for cable trideo, 
and rainbow-colored pyramlds denote 3V display units. 
Most international links to overseas grids are satellite­
based and thelr respective transposers equlpped with 
speclal security measures. The satellite uplinks appear as 

blue parabollc antennas. 

»>»[Unes via lntelsat 19-22 support Orange-3 secu­
rity. Those via Eurocom are Green-3, those via N1pSat 
Orange-5. There exist private satellites with higher se­
curity codes, but these 
are only accessible 
from within their respec­
tive systems. Forget 
entering cable trideo. 
lt's easy enough toma­
n ip u la te , but the 
memory-intensive soft­
ware is slooow.)<<<<< 

-Dator (03:53:30/ 
26-JAN-54) 

SIMLINK 
The Matrix grld's 

four slmsense channels 
occupy a large chunk of 
the system transfer ca­
pacity. An lncreasing 
number of Matrlx-ser­
v ice blackouts have 
been traced to an over­
load of simsense data. 
However much thls 
problem !nconve­
niences the general 
public and small busi­
nesses, the media giants who own the simsense channels 
have no motivation to change the status quo as long as 

their channels make a proflt. 
Slmsense Input unlts appear as red columns, output 

units as red hemispheres. Transferring data packs inside a 
line nonnally poses no danger to gridrunners, but the 
comblned presence of simsense data, various persona 
icons, and IC within a node always carries the potential to 
create a local overload or even a subsystem crash. Enter­
lng the slmlink dataflow is not only prohlbited, but poten­
tially fatal. The similarity between simsense and Matrix 
data, coupled with the sheer mass of the dataflow. can 
easlly result ln a total failure of input units and lmmedlate 

brain death. 
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»>»[HANDS OFF!)«<« 
- No Fun (04:26:34/01-MAY-54) 

»>»[They say MSI is working on a wiz new black IC 
called Terminal Dumper that grabs a persona and dumps 
il into the nearest simsense display unit. Of course, the 
Data Security Act makes that illegal, but it sure as hell 
would make an effective security H-bomb. Fortunately 
for us, it'II take years before a system like that hits the 
open market.]<<<<< 

- Sandmann (23:43:10/29-MAY-54) 

»>»[Good thing the simlink systems use Red-6 or 
equivalent security. Even a dump program won't find that 

easy to crack.)<<<« 
-Dator (05:23:19/ 

23-JUN-54 

ALI 
The ALI trafficguld­

ance system, the grid's 
thlrd level. ls only con­
nected to the Matrix 
grid ln a few spots. This 
remarkable construct 
withln the Matrix con­
trois traffic throughout 
Germany; lts icon is an 

antique VW Beetle Hoat­
ing above the grid. To 
reach the ALI. a decker 
must travel through the 
appropriate SANs untll 
he reaches the ·empty 
space" that marks 
where ALI begins. Lin­
der normal circum­
stances. ALrs high se­
curitycodes make itim­
posslble to lntrude from 

any other place within the Matrix. 

»>»[The relevant nodes are at teast Red-4 and lced 
from top to toe. l've seen MSI Highlanders, Fuchi Wolves 
and Samurais, and even a Haarman Black Vulture 
there.]<<<<< 

- Apex (02:37:31 /19-APR-54) 

However. any system as vast as ALI has potentlal 
weak points. To protect those points and guard against 
intruders. ALI Operatlon Police (ALIOPs) supervise the 
system around the dock. These dedlcated cyberjocks also 

monitor road traffic. 



ALl's capaclty to reroute traffic offers many benetlts 

when used as lntended; lt prevents trame jams and 

accidents, savlng both money and tlme. Such a system 

also tends itself easily to m isuse, however. Simply copy­
ing the data packs (which represent actual vehides) can 

confuse the rerouting system into counting illusory ve­

hides as real. and prompt it to redlrect traffic according to 
false data. The ALIOPs' function is to prevent the conse­

quences of such tampering, and so they have to be the 

best deckers money can buy. 

>»»[Exactly, because we cannot be bribed.]<«« 
-Nemesis (Chaos XXIII) (lime stamp deleted) 

To help free the ALIOPs from purely routine tasks, 

ALI supports various automated supervision systems, for 
example. to prevent "ghost cars' from appedring and to 

delete them qulckly. Theentire system exlsts ln dupllcate, 
and the supervision subsystems and deckers also con­

stantly check !t agalnst lts twln to detect ghosts. 

ALl's guid<1ncesystem !s decentrdlly organlzed, with 

the actual CPU and the requisite giant memory unit 

physically present in the Ali administration headqu<1.rters, 

and ail other parts of the system distributed w ithin ALl­

equipped vehicles. The connections between ALI ve­

hicles and the ALI administrative headquarters are bullt 
lnto the road surface. Guidance elements ln buses, trains, 

and ships also use ALI wlthln certain locales. To prevent 

tampering. the connectlng node lnslde every ALl­
equipped car lndudes special IC that monitors illegal 

entry lnto the ALI grid. When an lllegdl call occurs, the IC 

directs the ALI vehicle to the nearest police station at top 
speed. 

»>»[The IC is effectively Red-6.]««< 
- Nucleus (00:04:27/03-JUL-54) 

»>»[Lucky for us the highway code revision proposed 
by the CVP got blocked. Thal little bill would've made ALI 
equipment mandatory in every new vehicle.]«<« 

-Dator (03:51 :55/23-MAY-54) 
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t he general chaos of Europe ln 2054, par­
tlcularly ln Germany, demands efficient externa.l 
and Internai securl ty forces. For that reason the 
confederate government malntalns an lmpressive 
standing army. lt and the Lander can also call upon 
a staggering array of public and priva.te police and 
lntelllgence forces. 

MILITARY FORCES 

The followlng organl­
zatlons protect the in­
tegrlty of the AGS 
and/or its indivldual 
Lander from exter­
nal attack or Inva­
sion, and serve, when 
necessary, to further 
German lnterests 
t hroughout the 
world. 

BUNDESWEHR 
ln accordance 

wlth the European 
arms reductlon talks 
of 2041, the 
Bundeswehr (Confed­
erate Armed Forces) 
exists purely to defend 
German national terrltory. 
The arms talks lmposed a cell­
lng of 250,000 enllsted person-
nel for Germany, and so ail three 
branches strongly emphasize defenslve weap-
ons and tactics. Ali German citizens above the age of 
18 must serve ln the Heer (army). Marine (navy), or 
Luftwaffe (air force), or else an approved, equivalent 
social service organlzatlon. 

A cadre of roughly 10,000 professlonal soldlers 
leads the Bundeswehr, supported by reserve troops. 
Upon dlscharge, reserve members keep ail equlpmen t 
but their weapons. The Bundeswehr battles pirates 
and other external threats, but does not act to sup-
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press revolts. Such Internai securlty problems fall to 
the Jurlsdlctlon of other organlzations. 

>»»[Keep in mind that many officers are cyber­
enhanced; cornes with the territory, so to speak. 
Watch out for the boys and girls in green!]««< 

-Fritz the Blitz (21 :34:27 /19-DEC-53) 

M ET2000 
One of the largest mercenary organlzations ln 

the world. the rapid-actlon force MET 2000 
(Mobile Eingreiftruppe) comprises a 

complete milltary; army. navy, and 
air force. Organized as ÔAG, a 

partly public corporation, MET 
2000's several shareholders 

lnclude the confederate 
government (34 percent), 
IFMU corporation (2 1 per­
cent), Ruhrmetall ( 18 per­
cent), other large share­
holders lncluding Ares 
Macrotech.nology ( 19 
percent). and thousands 
of small shareholders ( 18 
percent). 

MET2000 pro­
vides work for thousands 

of men and women from 
varlous countrles. MET2000's 

navy ls by far the smallest of lts 
three branches, but makes up for lts 

slze ln the quallty of lts recruits and 
materlel. Ali MET2000 soldiers recelve ex-

ceptional military training. and the organlzatlon 
equlps many of its troops wlth powerful cyberware. 
MET2000 equlpment represents the newest and best 
ln modern mllltary hardware. Because the MET charter 
stlpulates that at least ha.If lts troops must be at the 
disposai of the AGS government, one of MET2000's 
prlmary barracks lies at the SOX border and in the 
North Gerr(lan Federatlon. The remalning 50 percent 
of the troops are for hlre. but several restrictions 
determine where they can and cannot serve. 



Mf.T2000 unlts have fought wlth success ln the 
Balkans, lndla, Central Afrlca, Russla, and South America. 

As a rapld action force, Mf.T2000 ls best sulted to combat 

externat mllltary threats. lts shareholdlng corporations 

supply the force wlth the latest weapons and equlpment 

as weli as some prototypes manufacturai by thosecorpo­
ratlons, glvlng MET an lmpresslvely hlgh level of technlcal 

support. 

»>»(Let's say il straight out: MET2000 is the succes­
sorto the Foreign Legion, but bettertrained and equipped. 
If the drek hits the fan somewhere and German interests 
are in danger, you can bel your bottom nuyen the Black 
Berets will show up.]««< 

---Jagdpanther (04:28:56/23-MAY-54) 

BUNDf.SCiRENZSCHUTZ 
Toward the end of the 20th century, the collapse of 

the Berlin Wall and the reunlflcatlon of West and f.ast 

Germany deprlved the then-Federal Border Guards of 

thelr prlnclpal reason for belng, but gave new Importance 

to the Guards' sec-0ndary role as a federal police force. The 

creatlon of the AGS reestabllshed protection of German 
borders as an Important task, but the BGS (Confederate 

Border Guards) prlmarliy functlons as the paramllltary arm 

of the Confederate Crlmlnal Pollce (Bundeskrlmlnalamt) 

and Office for Internai Securlty (Bundesamt für lnnere 

Slcherhelt). BGS hltteams, known asGrenzschutzgruppen, 

or GSG, battle guerrilla fighters and terrorists, and their 
skllls and cold-blooded efficlency stril<e fear lnto cri minais 

even beyond Germany's borders. 

»>»[Meaning they serve (illegally) in foreign parts. 
They're toughl]««< 

-Fritz the Blitz (20:44:18/07-NOV-53) 

BUNDESK!UMINALAMT 
The Bundeskrlmlnalamt, or Confederate Crlmlnal 

Pollce, represents one of the few holdovers from the days 

of the Federal Republic. The creatlon of the AGS trans­

ferred most of the BKA's powers to the Lander; the 
modern-day BKA wields jurisdlction only over criminal 

acts lnvolvlng two or more Lander. The BKA concentrates 

malnly on International crime, flghtlng wlthln the frame­
work of the Interpol treaty of 2027 and paylng partlcular 

attention to the International Mafia and BTL merchants 

operating from the Far f.ast. 

»>»[And because we ail know how helpless interna­
tional crime is against the highly paid professionals of 
the international police forces, we are ail quaking in our 
bootsl]«<« 

-Slasher (22:57:51/19-AUG-54) 

»»>[l've seen yaks and mobsters with your attitude 
lying in their own blood in Hungary.]««< 

-Hitman Harry (00:02:34/20-AUG-54) 

»»>[And l've seen familias of BKA agents crying at 
funerals. Live by the sword, die by the bullet.]««< 

- Don Don (03:14:51/23-AUG-54) 

LAND MILITIAS 
The Constitution of 2045 allows every Land to bulld 

a volunteer mllltla, lts slze not to exceed one-thousandth 

of the total population, and prohlblted from uslng such 

heavy weapons as combat tanks or fighter planes. The 
mllltlas of Saxony and Württemberg have reached maxi­

mum manpower; the free cltles of Berlin and Hamburg 
have no mllltla at ali, and the mllltlas of the other Lander 

vary ln slze between these two extremes. 

The Land milltlas' purpose is to secure Land borders 

and suppress internai revolts, though none have had 

occasion to fulfill such purposes. ln practlce, the Land 

militlas occupy themselves by presenting the flag on 
official occasions and provldlng securlty for Land govem­

ment buildings and major Institutions. 

INTERNAL SECURITY 

The foli owing police and Intelligence agencies handle 

domestlc law enforcementand c-ounter homegrown threats 
to the national and Land governments. 

BUNDESAMT FÜR INNERE SICHERHElT 
The BIS (Confederate Office for Interna! Security) 

performs domestlc counterespionage throughout the 
German Ali lance. Not surprlslngly, BIS personnel lnclude 

more than a few hermetlc mages who use their talents for 
surveillance. 

The successor to the Federal Republlc's Bundesamt 

far Verfassungssch utz (Federal Office for the Protection of 

the Constitution), the BIS now handles covert surveillance 
of ail megacorps wlthln Germany. If the BIS must act 

agalnst a corp, lt may call on speclal agents of the 

Bundesgrenzschutz (see above·) to forma rapld-response 

force. 

»>»[From what l've heard, the BIS is the only security 
organization that has managed to place agents ln top­
level positions ln various megacorps.]<«« 

- Konwacht (05:24:28/08-FEB-54) 

»>»[My funeral comments stand.]«<« 
-Don Don (03:20:15/23-AUG-54) 
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ARGUS 
Technically a subsidlary of MET2000, Argus ls a 

topnotch secret service. Composed of a mere few hun­
dred agents, thls mllitary Intelligence service performs 
espionage and counterespionage for ail AGS nations and 
corporate shareholders in MET. 

L!ke their mercenary counterparts, Argus agents 
boast top-grade gear and training. and operate anywhere 
in the world for a fee. ln the service of the AGS. they 
perform ail tasks previously executed by the old Federal 
Republic of Germany's Mllitary Intelligence Service. 

>»»[l've heard they initiate spying missions for their 
private interests too; not just to pave the way for MET 
actions, but to broaden their own power base.]«<« 

~agdpanther (00:47:12/03-JAN-54) 

»>»[l've heard they do work for the UN, mostly assas­
sinating so-called tyrants ail around the globe.]<«« 

- Novo Ordo Saeclorum (02:19:27/03-JAN-54) 

»>»[If you kill the UN reference, the bit about assassi­
nations is close to the truth ... ]««< 

-Fritz the Blitz (03:37:49/03-JAN-54) 

LAND POLICE FORCES 
Every Land supports a police force (pollzel) to per­

form the standard police dut!es requ!red to malntaln a 

modern society. The major differences between the Ger­
man Alliance's various member-states become sharply 
apparent when examlning the budgets available to the 
various forces and the different laws llmiting or favoring 
police actions. 

»>»[Tell me about il. Almost no one outside Westphalia 
realizes that one of the "education measures" favored by 
the local police is the use of public stocks-no, net 
financial measures. The stocks we're talking about here 
are the kind from the bad old days- the wooden frames 
with holes eut to fit appropriate limbs that were set up in 
town squares so that other, better people could insult 
whoever got caught, and throw various.disgusting sub­
stances at them. Nowadays, of course, they build the 
stocks out of something that even the most soulless 
cyberjock couldn't escape. 1 think the disgusting sub­
stances must also be less real.)<<<<< 

-Sankt Byte (21 :56:52/23-JUN-54) 

Regardless of local variations ln budget or level oflaw 
enforcement, all Land police forces support special-action 
teams (SEKs) to combat civil unrest and terrorism. Many 
of these teams have a reputatlon for brutallty. 

PRIVA Il SECURJTY SERVICES 
ln addition to malntalnlng lts confederate and Land 

forces, the German Alllance has long-term contracts wlth 
several spedallzed prlvate services to perform jobs for 
which govemment forces are not well sulted. One of the 
duties of the Bundesamt für lnnere Sicherheit is the 
supervision of these private securlty providers. The best­
known security services are described below. 

ProSecurttas 

The unobtruslve persona! protection ProSecuritas 
(PS) provldes ls unsurpassed ln Europe. This organlzatlon 
pumps most of lts resources into servlng megacorporate 
and govemment officiais. 

Lod< and Key (Verbaod der Wach und 

SchlleBgesellschaften) 
The VWS handles site and perimeter protection for 

government and corporate Installations. lts employees 
are highly trained but llghtly armed. 

Knlght Errant 

One of the few Foreign security services operating ln 
the AGS, this wholly owned subsidlary of Ares 
Macrotechnology consistently lives up to lts worldwide, 
sterling reputatlon ln ail aspects of security. 

Deutscher Skherheltsdlenst 
The Deutscher Slcherheltsdlenst (DSD) cars travel the 

autobahnen as couriers and escorts who prefer outrun­
ning trouble to outgunnlng it. 

SecurlTech lntemadonal 
SecuriTech International (STI) handles Matrix secu­

rity. and has emerged as a major player ln the fight against 
computer crime. 

CRIME 

Though Asian gangs such as the yakuza and Seoulpa 
Rings run a few operations ln the German Alllance, the 
Mafia has by far the largest presence. The Mafia and the 
confederate government keep an uneasy peace, ln whlch 
the mob stays out of polltlcs and the govemment tums a 
blind eye to most of the Mafia's crlmlnal enterprlses. 
Though lt ls now legal to bribe public sesvants, the Public 
Servants' Supplementary Eamlngs Taxation Act of 2044 
made it unprolitable for the redpients. Such tradltlonal 
funnels for bribes as Nebenerwerben des Beamtentums 
(BNeStG), the police force's Widows and Orphans Fund, 
are subject to taxation, and lndivldual tax brackets are 
based on ail income received. regardless of source. Only 
large corporations can afford to buy whole governments 
and courts these days, and thelr payments usualiy take a 
dlfferent form than the stralghtforward bribe of the past. 
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The Mafia stlll con trois petty crime, prostitution, and 
protection rackets, but currently considers gun-runnlng 
and chip-dealing unprofitable. Famous for their bloody 
feuds, various branches of the Mafia have finally made 
their peace with one another, and now control well ­
defined territories with remarkably llttle dispute. The 
Russian Mafia theoretlcally controls Berlin and most of 
rural Germany. and the Serbian Mafia holds sway in the 
big sprawls and metroplexes. Ali Mafia recognize this 
division of power, and so the respective group need 
enforce thelr borders only occasionally. 

>»»(Which they do by launching "minor" firefights in 
which nobody uses anything biggerthan a rocket launcher. 
Real fraggin' honorable opponents, here.)«<« 

-Hazzard (1 1 :27:00/16-AUG-54} 

ln a rather strange economic twist, a single, unknown 
lndividual has controlled the entire BTL market since 
2046. Import, production, and distribution of BTLs ln 
Germany take place under thls mysterious master cri minai· s 
aegis, and no single team or organlzatlon has been able to 
break his or her hold on the market. The consumer benefits 
from this situation with guaranteed price levels and chip 
quality. The govemment must worry, however, at the 
thought of harborlng within lts borders an unknown 
economlc power of this slz.e. Not only does thls cri minai' s 
financial empire lie beyond their control, but the govern­
ment cannot prepare a defense against an enemy lt 
cannot ldentify. 

STREET GANGS 
Almost every city quarter ls run by gangs, most 

organlzed in strict hierarchies. These gangs comrol ail 
criminal activities on their turf, from burglary to picking 
pockets, from rigged bets to assassinatloo-the gangs 
w!II do anything for the right price. Non-gang members 
who plan to indulge ln crim!nal actlvlty ln any glven clty 
quarter would do well to seek permission from the local 
boss and prepare to glve up a substantial share of the 
profits. Potential criminals who fail to follow the ·proper 
procedure" may end up face-down in the gutter. 

»>»[A decent flexbooster and a fat gun serve the 
same purpose. Those street-gang louts are just little 
blowhards.]««< 

-Shutdown (04:33:10/17-FEB-54) 

»>»[Little blowhards with assault guns, and one in 
three of us is chromed to the max. Be seeing you, 
darlingl]««< 

-Kid Creole (04:40:52/17-FEB-54} 

Ratherthan claimlng turf and protecting it. motorized 
street gangs get thelrfun (and make a living) by terrorizing 
resldents of ritzy nelghborhoods, screamlng around town 
in cars or on motorblkes, plllaglng and lootlng as they go. 
Generally conslst!ng of psychopaths. often metahumans 
who goblinized late in life and went mad because of it, 
these gangs rule the streets of the sprawls after nightfall. 
Anyone unlucky enough to wltness ê\ pack of these 
man!acs cutting ê\ swath through defense!ess bystanders, 
all the whlle howling llke barghests. leams to appreclate 
the relative safety of the well-protected street gang turf. 

The "robber knights· (Raubrltter) are a less psycho­

pathie but equally dangerous motorized gang. These 
heavily armed thieves main tain numerous hlde-outsalong 
the autobahnen from whlch they attack trucks and passen­
ger vehlcles for cargo, kldnapplng vlctlms, and some­
times just for fun. 
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To Jure unsuspectlng motortsts lnto an ambush, the 
Raubrltter lndulge ln such technlcal trlckery as sendlng 
false signais through the traffic guidance system, and 
sometlmes rely on old-fashloned methods, such as cam­
ouflaglng stretches of the autobahn wlth fake, lnaccurate 
Information boards. They also frequently try to force entry 
lnto moving vehldes from other cars and hovercraft. The 
Raubrltter wlll generally glve sal'e passage to anyone who 
peacefully hands over his property and pays the ransom 

demanded because the gang wants to avold unnecessary 
bloodshed for l'ear of a large-scale govemment crack­
down. Rival gangs. random Jousters, and other armed 
opponents and armored vehides rarely survive an en­
counter wlth the Raubrltter ln one piece. however. The 
"Rltter vom Loe zum Loe" who operate ln the Northem 
Rhine-Ruhr sprawl proudly boast that only three vehlcles 
have managed to escape from them during the last live 
years, and other groups of robber knlghts daim equally 
impressive records. 
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~y the establishment of the Alliance of German 
States allowed Germany to recover sufflclent Internai 
stabillty to conduct business as usual. Though her geo­
graphical place at the heart of continental Europe stlll gave 
the German Alliance an economic advantage, the declln­
ing demand for coal and lignite was a blow to the mining 
industry and left Germany with one less natural resource 
to exploit. Forced by circumstances to change its eco­
nomic base, Germany used its central location to rebuild 
lts economy on trade, processlng, and technlcal expertise. 

The autonomy corporations enjoy ln the confederacy 
makes the German Alllance an attractive site for multina­
tional megacorporations, but numerous medium-slz.e 
companies active in research and development also make 
their homes in Germany and helped launch the country's 
current economic boom. ln tum, the innovation and 
creative thlnklng exempllfled by these smaller, more 
flexible companles Jures investors to Germany, and so 
lncreases proHts. Most of these smaller companles have 
managed to reslst determlned takeover attempts by the 
megacorps. On occasion, several competlng small busi­
nesses forget their differences long enough to uni te in the 
flght against megacorporate incursions into their terri tory 
and livelihood. 

When most of the smaller firms balked at outright 
takeover attempts, the megacorps resorted to bribing 
away thelr best employees. This rash of head-huntlng has, 
at llmes, almost matched the worst excesses of military 
recrulters ln the early 19th century, who kldnapped and 
fordbly enlisted young men in the arrny and navy. Those 
engineers or managers who refuse to be bought face 
lncreasingly dire consequences; corporate recruiters 
quickly resort to pressuring their familles and spreading 
particularly ugly rumors in attempts to force the best and 
brightest to change jobs. 

»>»[And if thatdon'twork either, you blow them away. 
The whole idea is to hurt the competition, right? Case in 
point: Martina Czernik. The AIA didn't geek her. lt was 
Gianfranco Albini-and he's expansive. Ten to one it 
was a corp hit. What persona! interest would a mafioso 
have in icing a rocket engineer?]«<« 

-Frankenstein (21 :44:37/23-JUL-54) 

The state has little impact on the economy, limiting 
lts participation to running a few services necessary to the 
national Infrastructure, such as the rallways and the 
autobahnen, on private-sector terms. 

»>»[Private sectorl Don'! make me laughl Their sys­
tems and technical equipment are so outmoded, particu­
larly Telekom's, that the people who run them should be 
blasted ta the high heavens for incompetence. We of the 
"small companies" can show them how a modern infra­
structure functionsl]«<« 

-DIHT (00:50:32/22-AUG-54) 

PRINCIPAL INDUSTRIES 

Major German industries include chemistry, bio­
chemistry, alchemy, mechanical engineering, auto manu­
facturlng, aerospace technology, microtechnology. and 
envlronmental technology. Each of these industries adds 
strength to the German economy. 

The alchemy lndustry promotes research lnto the 
development of maglc-indudng potions, polson-resis­
tant plants, new plastics wlth the properties of metals, and 
ultra-high- temperature superconductors. German fusion 

reactors, autornated factories, and arrnored veh!cles rep• 
resent the best-known products of the mechanical engi­
neering lndustry, though Jess sophisticated machines for 
use ln developlng countries also sell well. As was true 
hlstorlcally, the German auto industry concentrates on 
manufacturlng luxury limousines, trucks, and heavy-duty 
motorbikes. Aerospace technology produces transport 
helicopters, fighter planes, guided missiles, orbital facto­
ries, and communications satellites. Microtechnology 
produces micro-machines, precise laboratory equlpment. 
prosthetlcs, and also handguns. Environrnental technol­
ogy lndudes such innovations as solar energy stations, 
electrlc vehicles, breathlng masks, and waste-water puri­
fication plants. Sorne blotech companles plan to comple­
ment this technology with genetlcally englneered bacte• 
ria and soil-friendly plants to purify and enrlch earth. 
water, and air. 

Weapons continue to be a major German export, as 
export regulations remain lax under the confederate 
govemment. Even If govemment policy changes, ail 
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observers expect the extraterritorial megacorps to con­

tinue the lucrative and lethaJ arms trade orlginatlng on 

German soli. 

>»»(Hey, we didn't make the export laws, okay?]«<« 
-Wagedeck (02:37:14/12-JUL-54) 

MAJOR CORPORATIONS 

The following profiles lbriefty descrlbe Germany s 

major domestic and foreign-owned corporations. Profit­

albllity is measurect by tax retums, whlch creates a natural 

margln of error _ for corporations wlth headquarters basect 

outside the German Alliance, annual profits lncorporate 

the totals of ail subsldlaries operatlng on German so11. 

AG CHEMIE. EUROPA 

Home Office Loc:atlon: Frankfurt-Hoechst. Greater 

Frankfurt 

Presldent/ CEO: Meinhard G. Bellstein 
Pr1nclpal Divisions 

Division Name: General Genetics Worldwlde Inc. 

Division Head: Cyrene Hollister 

Chief Products/Servlces: Humangenetics(research). 

pharmaceutlcals 

Business ProRle: 

AG Chemle Europa, a merger of the 20th century s 
blggest German chemlcal corporations. produces palnts, 

plastics, pharmaceutlcals, pesticides, blotechnlcal replace­

ment parts, and poison gas. Many of these products are 

manufactured by speclaJlzed subsldlarles, whose rela­

tlonshlps to the corporatlon's Frankfurt headquarters are 

hldden by such a maze of shareholdlngs. sub-holdlngs, 
cross-holdings, and holding companles thar the BIS as­

slgned a spedal lnvestigatlve team to monitor only this 

corp·s actlvities. lts publidy held subsidlary, General Ge­

netlcs, indulges ln research technically prohibited in the 

German Alliance. However, the confecterate government 

ln Hannover apparently feels no qualms about acceptlng 
the millions of tax ecus this wholly ownect AGChem 

subsldlary generates every year. 

> »»[There must be a reason why none of the research 
subjects the company hires for field testing in Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic are eve.r seen again . .. ]««< 

- No Fun (00:46:12/21-MAR-54) 

Aslde from General Genetics, AGChem owns stock ln 
the BuMoNa prlvate health service, Besser Leben. 

Darmstadt Bloptlcs, Magdeburg Compound Materlals. 

and several Swlss pharmace\Jtical companies. AGChem 
also owns most of Frankfurt ln one form or another, 
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through real estate, home and hlghway construction 

companles, lnsurance companles, retail chalns, and 
through <<BLOCK DELETE:::: 2/Mp>> 

»»>[Let's skip the euphemisms and say it outstraight­
through direct involvement in all decisions made by the 
Land government.]«<« 

- Pyrolator (03:00:32/22-APR-54) 

>»>>(By the way, the few bits of Frankfurt not owned by 
AGC belong to the Bankenverein.]««< 

-Der Alte Âgypter (22:59:43/27-APA-54) 

ln the arenas of chemlstry and mlcro-chemlstry, the 

British firm Zeta lmpChem offers AGChem lts only serlous 

European competltlon. The nolsy public competitlon be­

tween these two chemlcal glants 1s actually a carefully 
orchestratect façade; Zeta lmpChem holds a majorlty of 

shares ln one of AGChem's three core companles. Both 

companles staked their varlous clai ms to segments of the 

chemical lndustry long ago. and present a united front to 
unwanted competitors. lndustrial espionage between the 

two has taken on the spirit of a sporting competltlon. 

Securtty/ Mlllta,y forces: 

AG ChemEurop mounts top-drawer security on ail 

levels. The corp employs skilled combat mages and 

mercenarles wielding cuttlng-edge equlpment. Massive 

amounts of gray and black IC protect ail high-capadty 
Matrlx nodes. Every few months, a new rumor clrculates 

that tells the traglc tale of some poor soul who trled to 
break lnto AGChem, only to be dlscovered braln-dead ln 

a hotel coffin or bullet-rlddled and dangllng from a hlgh­

voltage fence. 

»»>(l'd say hall of that is fiction. Maybe.]«<« 
-Der Alte Âgypter (19:22:56/21-MAY-54) 

ARE.S MAKROTEC.H EUROPE 

Home Office Loc:atJon: Copenhagen, Oenmark 

Presldent/CEO: Sq>ren Johansson 

Pr1ndpal Divisions 
Division Name: Ares Integrated Solutions 

Dlvlslon Head: Alwln Ermrlch 

Chief Products/ Servlces: Machine tools. micro- and 

nanotechnology 

Division Name: Knlght Errant Securlty 

Division Head: Sibylle Mertens 

Chief Products/Servlces: Courler/escort services, 

persona! security 



Business Profile: 
This well-known megacorporatlon rarely ventures 

lnto new fields, preferrlng lnstead to tum a steady profit 

ln a secure niche of lts own. Though Ares occaslonally 
makes obvlous attempts to play off varlous lndustrlal 

glants and sometlme competltors Ruhrmetall and Saeder­

Krupp against each other, lt usually keeps its machina­

tions unobtruslve. 
Ares Integrated Solutions, located ln Hanau, Greater 

Frankfurt, manufactures machine 

tools and production unlts for 

micro- and nanotechnology ln­

tended for sale wlthln Europe. 

One of the corporatlon's greatest 
strengths ls lts ablllty to supply 
fully automated, mobile produc­

tion and repalr facllltles for llght 

and medium weapons, whlch ls 
why MffiOOO ls among lts cus• 

tomers. Knight Errant is one of the 

few foreign securlty services wlth 
a good reputatlon ln Germany, 

provldlng malnly courler and es­
cort services. Ares ls headquar­

tered ln Cologne, ln the Land of 

Nordrhein-Ruhr. 

Securtty/ Mlllta,y forces: 
Ares relies totally on Knlght 

Errant, and can call on the entlre 

arsenal of its UCAS headquarters 

in an emergency. 

AZilCHNOLOGY 

Home Office Location: Mexico 
City. Aztlan 

Presldent/ClO: 

Juan Atzcapotz.alco 
Prtncl~ Divisions 
Division Name: Aztechnology 
International Technologlcal and 

Maglcal Development (Europe) 

Division Head: Vittoria 

Cascorele Main 

Chief Products/ Servlces: 
Magical research 

Business Profile: 
Aztech Europe concentrates 

on research and technlcal exploi­

tation ofmaglcal phenomena. The 

corporation owns several research 
laboratories ln the Bavarian Alps, 

near Heidelberg ln Greater frankfurt. and at the KyffMuser 

ln Thuringla. 

According to rumor, Aztechnology s current research 

lnvolves toxlc spirits and combat spells. Whether or not 
that ls true. the corp's research labs are remarkably unob• 

truslve. rarely even recognlzed as such by the local 
population. Aztechnology decllnes to make lts research 

results public in Germany. lnstead sendlng them off to 
dlsappear lnside the Great Pyramid in Aztlan. 1 n Germany. 

Aztechnology markets simple 

household utenslls and ersatz food. 
as well as a few spell focl, ail sold 

excluslvely through a corp-owned 

chaln of department stores. 

Securtty/ MllttaJy forces: 
Aztechnology maintalns the 

same flrst-dass corp troops in lts 
European branch offices as lt does 

elsewhere ln the world. Weil 

trainedandequlpped. thesetroops 

partldpated in recent SOX ma­

neuvers with considerable success. 

Aztechnology also maintains its 

own air force. equipped wlth 

flghter planes and ultralights for 
the purpose of esplonage. Every 

installation also has access to the 

services of shamans and hermetlc 
mages. 

DEUTSCH[ MEDIEN UND 
KOMMUNIKA TIONS AG 

Home Office Location: Free City 

of Hamburg 
Presldent/CEO: Fritz X (Friedrich 

Xaver Mooshuber) 

Chief Products/ Servlœs: 
DeMeKo sells. leases. pro­

duces, and censors anythlng 
remotely connected wlth the 

media, from daily newspa­

pers to hardcore simsense to 

trldeocommerdalsand party 

leaflets. 

Business Profile: 
DeMeKo ls the parent com­

pany of approxlmately 1.200 

newspapers, magazines, elec­

tronlc news services, junk fax ser· 

vices. MatrlxMall services. radio 
stations, video and trldeo stations. 

and much more. lt wholly or par-
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tlally ow ns 40 percent of ail media services wlthln the 
German Alliance, and owns varlous forelgn ventures as 

well. DeM eKo's "ancestors gallery" ln the Hamburg head­

quarters lncludes photos of Axel C. Springer, Rupert 

Murdoch, Leo Kirch, Hohiro Yamal<ane, and Orsan Welles 
as Citizen Kane. This corporation belleves ln growth and 

wlli use any means neœssary to promote lt. lts hlre-and­

flre polltics affect everyone and everythlng assoclated 
wlth lt. from data-entry wage slaves to lndividual journal­

ists or actors to entire prlntlng companles and broadcast­

lng stations. People worklng for any part ofDeMeKo know 

they could be out ln the gutter at anytlme ln the interest 
of profit. 

Securlty/Mllltary Forces: 
Nothing ls as old as yesterday's paper or the past 

hour's trldeo news, so DeMeKo has no reason to l<eep 
many secrets. However, lts famed corporate pollcy of 

truly equal employment, whether of neo-Nazls, rabblt ­
breeders, fashlon czars, or eco-guerrlllas, leaves lts pro­

duction facllltles vulnerable to attack by fanatics of all 

kinds. DeMeKo hires local security services to provlde 

most site protection. Withln the Matrix, however, only the 

Hamburg headquarters has anythlng llke adequate pro­

tection, except for temporary secur!ty measures mounted 

to protect certain slmsense factorles du ring the flnal days 
before DeMeKo releases such hot new products as 

Nagasaki Toxic Spirits Meet Darcl Lords 3. 

DEUTSCHE TREUHANDANSTALT 
FINANZTRANSAKTIONS-UND CONSULTING ÔAG 

Home Office Locadon: Düsseldorf, Northrhlne-Ruhr 

l'resldent/ CEO: Alfons Reurath 

Chief Products/ Servlces: lndustrial real -estate financlng 

Business Profile: 
The German Trust Institution Publlc Flnanclal Transac­

tion and Consultlng Corporation holds a unique· position 

in the German national economy. Orlglnally establlshed 
to administer and dispose of the countless state-owned 

companies of the former East Germany, it found its niche 

in the wake of the dlsasters of the ear!y 2 f st century: the 

Cattenom nuclear accident, VITAS, the North Sea coast 
floodlng, and the Euro-Wars. As part of the negotlatlons 

to establlsh the AGS, the separate Lander of Germany 

agreed that Deutsche Treuhandanstalt would handle ev­

ery transaction lnvolvlng lndustrial real-estate grounds, 
buildings. and lnvestment goods. This agreement, whlch 

was deslgned as a measure to balance the autonomy of 

multinational corporations, requlres all companles to buy 

from DT the grounds on which they wish to build as well 

as any buildings already in existence, and then to resell 

them to DT if the company fails or closes the facility for any 
reason. 
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»>»(Wïth the exception of megacorps; see Passau 
Treaty, §19a.)««< 

- KonWacht (21 :08:22/31 -NOV-54) 

This revolutlona,y concept at flrst provoked consld­

erable dlstrust and hostlllty, espedally from dtles and 

towns loslng valuable property tltles to Ihe measure. but 

practlcal experlence has demonstrated no negatlve effect 

on the economy from thls llmlted state monopoly. 

The German Alliance holds 4 1 percent of Deutsche 

Treuhand's shares, wlth another 14 percent held by sev­
eral Land govemments. The Frankfurt Bank A.ssoclatlon 

owns 22 percent, vartous large lnvestors own 19 percent, 

and the rem.1lnlng 4 percent belong to sm.111 sharehold­

ers. 
The Treuhand ls not averse to lnnovatlve solutions. ln 

orher words, lt keeps lts distance from mosr standard 

transaetlons and serves malnly as a supervlsory body. If a 

company falls behlnd ln ltssc.heduled payments 10 the DT. 

,, Treuhand restrucrurlng offlcer assumes contrai of che 

company: dependlng on the company's flnand al si tua· 

tlon, Treuhand elther takes lt over Iock, stock, and barrel 

or llquldates lt ln order to sell corporate grounds, bulld· 

lngs. and machines. Volkswa.gen and the Schumacher &.. 
Brandt departmenr stores are the mosr famous comp.1• 

nies to be absorbed by Treuhand ln thls fashlon. both 

durlng the Crash of ' 29. 

»>»[lnnovative solutions usually involve more or less 
substantial gifts and donations to the venerable partners 
of Greed & Avarice, begmning with the local inspector 
and continuing ail the way up to Oberoberkassel.]««< 

-Don Cartello ( 18:43:00/17-APR-54) 

>>>>>( ... )<<<<< 
-Enigma ( 18:55:05/ 17-APR-54) 

~curtty/Mllltary forces: 
The Treuhand may c..,11 on most s1a1e securlty ser­

vices, and therefore maJntaJns none of lts own. 

»>»[The Bundeswehr for protection of property. the 
BGS to ev1ct squatters .. . ]<«<< 

- Fritz the Blitz (20:03.44/28-AUG-54) 

[CC lUROTRONICS 

Home Office location: Turin, ltaly 

President/CE.<►. Norman F. Kaun 

Principal Divisions 
Division Name: Cyberdynamlx 

Division Head: Annegrer Berger 

Chief Products/~tvlces1 Software. cyberdec.ks. 

computer systems 

Division Name1 Consumer [lectronlc.s Amalgamated 

Division Head: Rlc.k Dl]kstra 

Chief Products/ ~Mces: Cyberdecks. enlertalnment 

elecuonlcs 

Business Proflle: 
Cyberdynamlx. located ln lngols1ad1, Bavarla. ls the 

f.uropean competltor to the omnlpresent Fuchl Corpora­

tion. Any product thal [CC produces wlth even a tangen­

tlal relatlonshlp to the Mamx Is sold by ECC subsldlarles 

under the brand name Cyberdynamlx: thls lndudes soft• 
ware as well as cyberdeck.s and complete Matrtx systems. 

Though the f.uropean equlpment tends to hold up better 

than Fuchl products. Cyberdynamlx conslstently Rnds 

ltselfone to twoyears behlnd ln development. ltcounters 

thls dlsadvanta.ge by selllng lts goods at vastly lower 

prlces. 
The Cf.A factortes ln E.lndhoven. United Netherlands. 

produce entertalnment electronlcs ror ail prtce ranges 

under the brand names Xenon. Polaris. and Phlllps. The 

company also owns shares ln a number of slmsense 

studios, chlp factorles. and priva1ely owned trldeo and 

slmsense stations. The cyberdec.ks offered by CEA under 

the Xenon Matr1xMan/Matr1xMaster br and name are dones 

of the Fuchl Serles Ill/Sertes IV cyberdec.k. 

ln addition to lts two ma]or subsldlarles. f.CC sells 

malnframes through Central Data Systemtechnologle at 

Erfurt. Thurlngla. and aJso owns the Swedlsh DrakenSys 

company th<u produces mllltary expert systems. To effec­

tively compete a.galnst Fuchl. ECC uses every legal and 

quasl-legal means .,1 lts disposai. from prlce wars and 

handshake deals wlth govemment agendes to lndustrtal 

esplona.ge and sabotage. 

~c.urtty/Mlllt.uy Forces: 
The varlous companles are guarded approprlately, 

wl th forces ranglng from a few nlght watchmen ro a 

complete mercenary unit supported by gunshlps and 

combat mages. ln general, f.CC uses physlcal heavy 

ordnance only reluctantly. ln the Matrtx. however, the 

corporation always uses lts blggest guns. 

lUROPlAN MOTOR COMPANY 

Home Office location, Prague. Czech Republic 

President/CE.<►. jeMi-Oaude Roublllon 

Chief Produm/~l"\llces: Vehlcles of all klnds 

Business Profite: 
f.MC. whose operatlons are almost a monopoly ln 

the German market. currently owns the manufacturlng 

sites and production fadlltles formerfy owned and oper­

ated by automakers such as Opel. Peugeot. Landa. Skoda. 

and DAF. 
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Sec.urtty/ Mlltt.uy Forces: 
The actual production and admlnlstrarlon fadll tles 

mount only a llght defunse. but the Matr1x systems of 
tMC s research labs pack heavy IC. 

fllANKfURTIR BANKINVlRUN 

Home Office loatton: Frankfurt. Greater Frankfurt 
Presldent/ CE.0: Monika Sr0eler-Waffenschmldt 
Chief Products/ Servlces: nnance 

Business Proflle: 

The rrankfurt Bank Assodarlon ls actually a dub 
whose members represenr 36 private German lxmks and 
a number of forelgn flnandal Institutions. Though the FBA 
seeks ro project an Image of a consumer-frlendly, dlstln­
gulshed service corporation. le actually holds a promlnenc 
place among Germany's most expanslonlst megacorps. 
The Bankenvereln lends money to comixmles and admln­

/srers rhelr sh<1reho/d/ngs. but /ts preferred method of 
operaclons Is 10 acqulre corporate holdings. real estate. 
and bonds ln lts own name. les top man"Sers lndude 
somc of Germanys most sldlled stock market plc\yers. 
men and women whose effons vlrtually guarantee a fat 
payoff. Large amounts of the bank's capital are bound up 
ln shares oflnnumerable other companles from ail areas of 
the economy: 2 7 Mtlons face the task of reix1ytng bllllons 
of nuyen of debt to the Bank Assodatlon. Overall. the 
Frankfurt Bank AssocJ.\tlon owns so many dlfferent com­
panles that evcn another flnandal dlsaster on the order of 
the Cra.sh of '29 would only margJnaJly affect lt. 

Sec.urtty/ Mlltt.uy fore.es: 

Because the frankfurt Bank Assodatlon deals mostly 
ln c.1Sh-free. electronlc transactions. Matrtx securlty Is 
staggertng. Even the smallesc branch office boasts the 
latest ln legally avallable IC to procect lts system. and the 
r rankfurt headquarters offers a number of nasty lllegal 
surprises for lnqulsltlve deckers. 

FUCHI INDUSTRJAL ELECTRONICS 

Home Offlc.e location: Tokyo. Japan 
Presldent/ ClO: Richard Villiers 
Prtnc.lpal Dlvlslons 
Division NAme: Fuchl Pan-(uropa 

Division Head: Korln YamaM 
Chief Products/ Servlc.es: M lcrotronlcs. cyberdecks 

Division N.une: Ncue B.war1c, Fuchl Slmsense Studios 
Division Head: Gerhard Klesmayr 
Chief Products/Servlc.es: Simsense. pop music 

Business Profile: 
Fuchl P.m-Euroix,. based ln BocJ,um. Northrhlne­

Ruhr. oversees ail of Fuchl' s European lnccrests. as well as 
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manufacrurlng ,,nd dlStrlbutlng mlcrotronlcs. cyberdecks. 
and neuroelectronlc Interfaces. lts competltlon forces the 
European arm to w"8e constant legal battles "8alnst the 
varlous companles produdng d ones of Fuchl standards. 
p.vtlcula.rty ECC Eurotronlcsand Muller-Schl0ter lnfoTech. 
As [uropean couns rarely ad)udlcate these cases com­
plerely lmpartlally . Fuchf's European Influence and mtvket 
sha.re have been on the wane for some tlme. Frustrated by 
the prospect of c1rl etemal string of frultless legal battles. 
the corporation occaslonally resons to vlolent out-of­
court senlements. 

ln startllng contrast to the woes or the Fuchl Pan­
Europa division. ruchl Slmsense Srudlos lead the market 
ln Germany by a wlde and lncreaslng margln. The studios 
of Neue Bavar1a produce more than a thlrd of all slmsense 
chips offered on the European market. as well as a hefty 
proportion of the pop music and softcore trash genres. 
Current top sellers lndude an amazlng ser1es of aertal 
shots of medleval Europe and a crime ser1es recorded 
uslng Fuchl's patented CharacterShlft process. The proflt­
ablllty of these products and other commercial hlts en­
ables the studios to also produce more marginal proper­
tles such as documenta.ries and educatlonal Rlms. 

Sec.urtty/Mlllury Fore.es: 

As far as anyone knows, Fuchl malntalns few corpo­
rate troops ln Europe. prefurrlng to hlre expertenced 
mcrcenatles for speclal missions. Internai securtry for 
ruchl lnstallatlons ls provlded by Fuchl lntSec.. 

INTlRNATIONAU fAHRZEUG- UND 
MASC.HINENBAU-UNION AG 

Home Office Loc.a.don: Munich. Bavaria 
Presldent/CEO: Arthur Oelltzsch 
Pr1nc.JpaJ Divisions 

Division NAme: Dalmler-Benz 
Division Head: Otfrled )ennlngs 
Chief Products/Servlc.es: Automoblles and trucks 

Division Name: Mes.serschmltt-Kawasakl Flug.teugbau 
(M . K. Alrplanes) 

DMslon Heads: Paul Blrkhofer. George Tanaka 
Chief Products/Servtc.es: Hellcopters, boats. 

hovercraft 
Division NAme: Gesellschaft fOr Technlsche Enrwlddung 

(Technlcal Oevelopment Company) 
Division Head: Pjotr 1. Wassllenko 

Chief Produc.ts/Servlc.es: nnandng building prolects 

BusJness Proflle: 

Drivers ail over the world recognlz.e person.:'1 and 
transport vehldes graced wlth the three-polnred star. the 
mc1rk of Dalmler-Benz. manufact\Jre. as perfect examples 
of the Anest ln German engineering. Vehldes produced by 



thls division of IFMU ln Stuttgart. Wurttemberg, range 
from mld•slz.ed sports cars to heavy-duty mlllt.iry trucks. 
Messerschmln-Kawasakl ln Munich. Bavar1a. prlmarlly 
manufacrures hellcopters. but ls also rescarchlng and 
testlng lmprovement:s to other me,ms of rransport. from 
boats and hovercraft to supersonlc alrplanes and even 
space shuttles. The Gesellschaft fOr T echnlsche Entw1cklung 
dlvlsJon. based ln Dresden. Saxony. co-sponsors many 
reconsrrualon projectS ln var1ous developlng and E.ast 
[uropean counrrles. partlcularly those ha.rdest hlt by the 
[uro-Wars. Espedally ln Poland. Gest[ comperes dlrectly 

w1th Saeder-K.rupp ln thls Reid. ln addition to a large 
number of srTldller companles. IFMU owns several shares 
ln Airbus. the partly state-owned ISRO. the Zeppelin 
works. and MCT2000. An active stock market player. 
IFMU seems to have a glft for flndlng. acqulrlng. and 
e.xplolting small. lnnovatlve companles. Rumors suggest 
that lts •glff ls nothlng more than a well•staffed lndusrrlal 
esplonage unit. 

Securtty/ Mlltta,y Forces: 
IFMU rTldlntalns extensive corporate secur1ty forces 

to guard lts production fadlltles. The corporation also 
owns a rapld action force. and c.an c.all on M[T2000 ln an 
emergency. for magic.al and electronlc secur1ty. IFMU 
hlres spedallsts and relies on curnng•edge IC lmported 
frorn Chiba. Japan. 

MITSUHAMA COMPU'nR TE.CHNOLOGJES 

Home Office Location: Kyoto. Japan 
PresldenV CE01 Toshlro Mltsuhama 
Prlnc.lp&I Divisions 
Division ~ e: MCT Deutschland AG (answering to MCT 

Western Europe, Geneva) 
Division He.id: Yohlro Tanashlka 
Chief Products/Servlces: Chlp and Interface devel­

opment for lndustrlal machines and Installations 

Buslne.u Proflle: 
Known for Innovation, Mltsuhama succ.<:SSfully sur• 

pr1.ses lt:s competltors every year. A comblnatlon of brll· 
llant mlnds to regularly develop new products and the 
klnd of Internai securlty necessary to prevent Information 
leaks has allowed the corporation to carve out a niche ln 
Installation conrrol. a market segment la.rgely domlnated 
by [uropean c.ompanles. 

Securtty/ Mlltta,y Forces: 
TheMCTDeutschland fadlltles. loec,ted ln DOsseldorf. 

employ local secur1ty services of sometlrnes dublous 
reputatlon. Thelr computer systems. on the other hand. 
boast state-of- the-art IC. 
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MUULUl-SCHLÜTlR INFOTtCH 

Home Office loudon: Frankfurt. Greater frankfurt 

Presldent/ŒO: Robert Schl0ter, Jr. 

Chief Products/Servkes: Slmsense. softwtue. hardware 

Business Proflle: 
MSI products lntegrate vlm.ial reallty, slmsense, and 

Matrlx software and hardware. Famous for lts almosr 
lndestructlble persona chips and servlce-lndependent 

small systems, MSI s corporate hlstory proves to every 

young entrepreneur that dreams can come true. rormed 
ln 2007. the company secured a large share ln the 

growlng Marr1x market solely on the basls of lts hlgh­

quallty products. Il publlshcd VIRLOS, lts own version of 

a worldwlde st.tndard operatlng system for Marrtx grld 

use before Fuchl's UMS, but when UMS was adopte<! clS 

the standard, MSI adapte<! qulckly enough 10 hold lts 

market share ln Europe. MSI announces new products 

only when r~,dy to ship. a marketing technique that 
drives the competltlon 10 tear out ltS halr for a1 least six 

months after each release. 

Securtty/Mlllwy Forces: 
Secur1Tech lntemarlonal personnel guc1rd the three 

MSI research centers and the Frankfurt production fadll­

tles: MSI owns 22 percent of the securlty company's 

stock. and takes advantage of that speclal relatlonshlp. As 

mlght be expected. MSI Matrlx securlty ls known for 
llterally roastlng lntruders and thelr equlpment. 

RENRAKU COMPUTER SYSTlMS 

Home Office loudon: Chiba. Japan 

Presldent/ŒO: lncu.o Anekl 

Prtnclp.11 DMslons 
Dlvblon tüme: Renraku Deutschland AG 

Division He.id: M.vlko Wabanat1 

Chief Products/Servlces: Hlgh-denslty memory 

chips. expert systems, maJnframe archltecrures 

Buslnes., Proflle: 
Renraku Deutschland AG ln D0sseldorf answers to 

Renraku Europa ln Pclrls. 11 provldes four to six companles 

per year wlth cusromlz.ed hardware and softwclre, and 

makes a comfortclble profit From thls buslne$5 alone. The 

corporcltlon doe:s not market les products extenslvely. and 
apparently ht'5 no p lans 10 expand lts customer base. 

Securlty/ Mllltlry forces: 
Renraku secure:s lts lns1allarlons a1 Mônchenglcldbach 

(Northrhlne-Ruhr). Gôttlngen (Hesse-NclSSau), t\nd Erfurt 

(Thurlngla) wlth corporate troops. hlrlng support From 

IOCc\l securlty Arms when necessary Renraku malnframes 

mount IC that ls among the best avallable ln the lntema­

tlon.,I 1n<\rket. 

RUHRMETALL 

Home Office loutlon: Essen. Northrhlne-Ruhr 
Presldent/ŒO: Mt,rtln.1 Gehrke 

Chief Products/ Servlces: lndustrlal machines and Instal­

lations. pipes. drllllng pl.uforms. compound materlals. 

ship englnes, nudear Installations. weapons. train en­

glnes. construction machlnery. and so on 

Bus.Ines., Profile; 
The Ruhrmet<lll AG ls the rcsul1 of one of the edrlles1 

mergers between big German corporations Ali the blg­
name steel companles of the Ruhr ared. wlth the single 

exception of Krupp. unlted under rhls new m.magement. 
c\long wlth sever,,I suppllers. Ruhrmetall also holds shares 
ln 01her heavy Industries. both w lrhln and outslde Ger­

many. Though Germany s heavy lnduslry 1n<,r1<e1 supportS 

more 1han one megacorporarlon. lfMU, Saeder-Krupp. 

and Ruhrmetall ail subsldlz.e rhelr operatlons by malntaln­
lng profitable buslnes.ses ln orher branches of lndustry. 

The megacorps also feel 1he need to flght for percentages 

of the machine and Installation markets wl th gloves off. 

Accordlng 10 rumor. the corp wargames wlrhln the SOX 

someclmes degenerare lnto a bloody re,,llty when the 

rroops of Ihese competlng corps meet on the Reid . 
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Securtty/ Mlltu,y forces: 
The Ruhrmelclll corp owns cl large percentage of 

shares ln MITTOOO. and so can Cel.li on ltS well-rralncd 

securlty personnel and hec1vy equlpment at a moment's 

notice. Ruhrme1all malnt<1lns a slgnlfkanc standing secu­
r1ty force that lndudes mages and deckers. orga.nlz.ed lnto 

several moblle unlts. Computer securl ty ls wherc 
Ruhrmelclll falls shon. Wlth the single exception of the 

systems lnslde the SOX. the IC <Uld deckers protcctlng 

Ruhrmet<\11 systems offer no rhrcat to any rcasonc,bly 
tcllented lntruder 

SAEDl.R-KRUPP MASCHINEN UND ANLAGlNBAU 

Home Office Loc.atton: E.ssen. Nonhrhlne-Ruhr 

President/ CIO: Lofwyr (Grec1t Dragon) 

Pr1ncl~ Divisions 
Division NMne: Ruhmuklear (Ruhr Nudear) 

Dlvlslon Head: Hassan Ncdr 

Chief Products/Servlc.cs: fusion reactors. compact 

slow-lnduslon unlts. cold' fusion reacrors 
DMslon Name: Krupp Sonderger~tebau (Krupp Sped,,I 

1st (nglneerlng) 

DMslon Head, Dietmar Zôfeld 

Chief Products/Servlces: Orbital foctorles. space• 
craft englnes. aquanautlcal Installations 

Business Proffle: 

ln addition 10 lts malor divisions. the S..,eder-Krupp 
corporation owns more than 200 small and medium• 

slz.cd companles wortdwldc. mostly suppllers to the big 
three : S-K Heavy Industries. Barytech. and Ruhmuklcar. 

Saeder-Krupp r,1nks as one the world s ten blggest 

megacorporatlons. 

»>»[Actually, Saeder-Krupp ,s the largest corpora­
tion in the world, 11 not by much Congratulations 10 all 
concerned.]<<<<< 

- Media Man (08.20: 10/ 12-10-54) 

»>>>[Thank you.)<<<<< 
- Lofwyr (01 29:16/12-15-54) 

Ruhmuklear. bMed ln Witten. ls (urope s largest 

producer o f fusion reaetors. and Krupp Sondergcràtebau 
ln Monc.hengladbdc.h mc\flufacrures a bewllderlng vartety 

of complex engineering components. 

Ali Saeder-Krupp subsldlartes deal aggresslvely wlth 

thelr competltors. Saeder-Krupp's so-called ·active sccu• 
rlty, lts lndustr1<11 csplonage rcam. ls equlpped wlth the 

most modem equlpmem and best agents ,wallable. and 
lts members use any means at thelr d isposai 10 get wh.\l 
they came for. 

Securlty/Mlltt.uy forces: 
Wortdwlde. Sa.eder-Krupp main tains a battallon-level 

armcd force rCCl\.llted from the best mercen.1ry and regular 
armed forces of eac.h branc.h offices home country. These 

forces use state-of-rhe-an equlpment. lndudlng heavy 
c1nd super-heclvy weapons Md vehldes. MaglCc\l and 

Matrtx secur1ty ùre eqUcllly tough. m.lklng Saedcr-Krupp 

one of the best-protected corps ln the wortd. 
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j/loay, eyl I Just c.tme off the b.thn. Ey, mann, 
eyl I made lt from Dortmund to E.s.sen ln Just two ho ursi 
Re.Jly gell, eyl 

-ffanne$ Ma.ri(owskJ, courter 

VITAL STATISTICS 

Populatton1 25,304.000 

>»»(l'd put it closer to 33 megs . .. )<<«< 
- Drivin' Mona Lisa (07:09:00/ 12-MAY-54) 

Hum,'1'1: 73% 

Elf: 2% 
Dwarf: 7% 
Ork: 12% 

Troll: 5% 
Other: < 1% 

Denslty ln Populated Dlstrlcts: 

Resldentlal: 3.2 14 per square kl lometer 
Business: 2.872 per square kllometer 

Annua.l Per Caplt.a lncome: EC 33.200 

»>>>[Very funnyl]«<<< 
- Drivin' Mona Lisa (07:10:00/12-MAY-54) 

Populadon Below Poverty Level: 2 7% 

Tclckom Code: 0 -03 or 0493 
Eduu.tton1 

Hlgh School EqulvaJency: 38% 
Universi ty Equlvalency: 21 % 

INSIDE THE MECiAPLEX 

The Rhine-Ruhr Megaplex ls muc.tt the sarne as orher 
German sprawls ln many ways. but Il also has many 
fearures that make lt unique. 

GlOGRAPHY 
Normrhlne-Ruhr con tains the Ruhr area. the Sauerland. 

Berglsc.ttes Land. the Cologne-Bonn urban sprawl, and 
the Lower Rhine area from Neuss/Mônchengladbach 10 

Kleve. The core of thls land. the Rhine-Ruhr megaplex. 
stretches from Bonn ln the south and Neuss and 

Mônchengladbach ln thewestvla Leverkusen. Wuppertal, 
and the dtles of the Ruhr to Mari ln the north and Unna ln 
the east. 

FAllows 

The main geographlcal fearure of the Rhine-Ruhr 
sprawl-whlc.tt most sc.ttool texts and tourlst brochures 
convenlently fall to mentlon--ls the hundreds of Indus­
trial waste areas. less colloq ulally known as dumps. These 
brac.tten, or fullows, have spawned thelr own bizarre 
ecologles that support every mlsbegorten fragger Imag­
inable. from Green War camps to mutant squarters. toxlc 
sphlt:s to the occaslonal toxlc shaman. Ali of these slags 
have rwo thlngs ln common-they all know the latest 
buzz on the ecologles. polltlcs. and crlmlnal actlvltles ln 
thelr areas. and they re ail easlly plssecl off. 

»»>(Sorne of them pull the trigger 11 you wh1z on their 
lawn ... ]<<<<< 

- Local Hero { 17:54:33/ 19-JUL-54) 

GOVlRNMlNT 
The St.ldtetag of the Ruhr munlcipéll association and 

lts é\fflllated dtles govems the Rhine-Ruhr metroplex. 
Though technlcally a Reglerungspr;lsldent. or district presl­
dent. presldes over thls partl,'\ment, the district the arc.ttalc 
tille refers to (Northrhlne-Westphalla) ceasecl m exlst ln 
2014. 

>»»lt's Regierungsprasident if lhe office is held by a 
man. and Regierungsprâs1denun if it's held by a 
woman.]<<<<< 

- Raghnal ( 14:02:54/2-NOV-54) 

»>»(Aren·1 we politically correcl?]«<« 
- H. & F. { 14:02:59/2-Nov-54) 

The afflllated d t les elect dty coundls e:very four years, 
who ln rum appoint lhe 123 members of the StMtetag. 

The current district presldent 1s "Red" Erika von 
Bergerhausen, district chalrwoman of the USPD. No one 
expects her to remaln ln power very long, because. unllke 
her predecessors. she refused to "take orders· from Saeder­

Krupp. 
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»>»[They have a proverb ln lhe UCAS: Never deal 
wilh a dragon.)«<« 

-Kumpel Anton (20:19:09/29-MAR-54) 

GimNG TitERl 
The malor dtles of the Rhine-Ruhr megaplex--Co­

logne. Bonn. Essen. and DOsseldorf-each have thelrown 

transport systems. as well as air. rall and autobdhn hubs 

connectlng the reglon to the other German Lc'lnder. 

By Plane 

Northrhlne-Ruhr's two large passenger alrports are 
D0sseldorfs Lohausen and Cologne's Wahn. LohaU5en 

offers dally connectlng Olghts to almost every large dty on 

the globe and numerous smaller ones as well. Cologne-

>»»[Almost everybody does. including metahumans, 
sorcerers. armed chrome boys, and anyone else no1 
wearing a three-kilo cross around his neck.]««< 

-Oev1I Dancer (12:09:23/12-SEP-54) 

By IWI 
Desplte the wom state of lts national train Unes. the 

German rallways stlll provlde rellable service to the Rhlne­

Ruhr sprawl. The Transrapld llne from Rllnslacld to Hannover 
and Bertin n.,ns through the Rhine-Ruhr megaplex. w1th 

stops at Cologne. D0s.seldorf-Lohausen Alrport. and 

Dortmund. ln addition. every dty and town ln the megaplex 

has a rallway station that offers connealng trains 10 the 
major hubs. 

Wahn Alrport offers dally connections to all large ----- >»»[Sure. take the train. If you don't mind 
an hour's delay or two.)<<«< 

-Kumpel Anton (22:04:33/23· 
DEC-53) 

European dties and ftlghts to ail major cilles 
ln the wor1d every two or three days. 

Both al rports offer regular transorbltal 
connections. 

»>»(And drek-hot security. 
These slags can find guns no 
matter where you put them. ( 
And in the VIP zones and first­
class lounges, detectors 
automalically "deactivate· 
cyberimplanl weapons-un­
less you're a corp goon sport­
ing a protective circuit, of 
course. The last slag who gol 
"deactlvated" was sent home ln 
a shoe box.)««< 

- Bomber (03:44:.21 /04-
OCT-54) 

BySea 
Once. the Du lsburger 

\ frelhafen was Europe·s largest 
river port. The Great Flood ln 

\ 
2003 tumed lt lnto one of 

Germany's largest sea ports. 

1 Hovercrah llnes from 
' Duisburg run to ail the larger 

towns on the Rhine as far south 

as Karlsruhe. Though fast and 
s..ve. hovercr,lft travel 1s not 

cheap. The rwo-hour trip from 

Frankh.trt to Duisburg. ln fact. 

can cost anywhere from EC 1 50 
to 250 dependlng on the llne. Part of 

the price goes to pay for the weaponry 
ln addition to Lohausen and Cologne- d armor each vessel cames. North of ,, 

Wahn. almost every dty ln the Rhine-Ruhr ____ __.,,.-, Duisburg and on the North Sea. sea trafflc 

megaplex has lts own alrport. Generally. these alrllelds con.slsts almost entlrely of computer-gulded frelght 
h,mdle private planes. small pa.s.senger alrcraft. and tilt- ve.s.scls. 
wlng craft. For those wlth tlme and nuyen to bum. an 
alrshlp port at M0hlhelm/Ruhr offers lwcury trips to any 

destination ln the wor1d. 

Byûr 
The autobdhn network serves the entlre Rhine-Ruhr 

sprawl and also handles most of the trafflc wlthln the plex. 

>»»[If you gel past the go-gangs . .. )««< 
-Hades (02:06:29/ 11 ✓UL-54) 

Travel on the roadw.-1y 1s generally unrestr1ded. 

Travelersenter1ng Westphalla. however. must pa.ss through 
the restrictive customs of the Westphallan ecdesla.stlc.11 
state. 

>»»[Not quite. children. Sorne of the pilots working for 
thosa hovercraft linas will smuggle people who nnd 
themselves in deep drek down the Rhine for a measly 
tew hundred ecus. Once they reach the North Sea. the 
slots Iock themselves below decks, leave lheir passen­
gers outslde, and wait for the toxic spirils to do theirdrek. 
If you ever have tobeat fea1, I recommend walking.J««< 

-Kumpel Anton (08:22:58/ 14-NOV-54) 

MOVING AROUND nu M[GAPLEX 
lt sa big plex. mann. Here are a few tlps for gettlng 

around the Northrhlne-Ruhr qulckly. cheaply. and some­
tlmes both. 
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8y Air 

Almost every dty ln the plex has a Sffidll al rport whlch 
offers nlghts to other sprawl dtles. Helos swarm llke 
locusts between the business cowers. corp headquarrers. 
and malis throughout the plex, offerlng another alterna­
tive for those who donc wanc to rub shoulders wl th the 
regular street folk. r>rlces can be steep. however. 

8y Car 

Most lnner-plex cravel occurs on the ,,utot><,hnen that 
crlsscross the reglon llke a splder's web. The 
Ruhrschnellweg. stretchlng from Dortmund via Bochum 
and [ ssen to Duisburg. ls the most fa.mous of these 
hlghways. lt featurcs ten rr,,fflc lanes on rwo levels. The 
megaplex's streets and hlghways are all well-malntalned 
and continue to ,lttract commucers, desplte the some­
tlmes chaotlc traflk. Dont bother wlth the exorbltantly 
expenslve t,\Xls. bec.,use rentlng a car at I SOY per d,,y 
offers a much bcner deal. 

Public Transportation 

A well -malntalned nerwork of trains. trams. and 
buses provlde 24- hour public transportation to every 
section of the plex. Armed guards ,Kcompany buses 
traveling lnto the rougher areas. and occaslonally these 
routes are suspended when guards are unavallable. Ruhr 
Unlversltys reglonal maglev suspension rallway. the 
Magnetschwebebahn. opened ln 2048 and connects all 
universlty campuses and buildings across the sprawl. 
Rldershlp Is resrrlcted to unlverslty students and faculty. 

»>»rrhe university officiais claim lhe restricuon is a 
safety measure. Il you ask me. they·re just a bunch of 
fraggin' elitisls.)«<« 

- Brecht ( t 8:07:42/2 t-DEC-54) 

UNIQUE flATURES 
The Rhine-Ruhr area is especlally well -known for the 

Ruhr University and the Subworld. 

Ruhr Unl\lers.lty 

Several years ago. the town fathers declded to s.we 
some money by merglng all the universitles in the 
megaplex Now the locals proudly point to the Ruhr­
Unlverslt;l.t. home to a tœmlng mass or almost 300,000 
students. as one of the Rhine-Ruhr s major achlevements. 
Though the universlty only bcgan offcrlng courses ln 
magic falrly recently. the school s alchemy department 
has alre,,dy eamed a reputatlon for lnnov,ulon. Naturally. 
the unlverslty administration rarely mentions the exorbi­
tant Sdlaries lt had to offer to attract such excellent mlnds 
c\S Nobel wlnner Wolfg,mg Wlnterhall. 

»>»[Bulldrek. lnlernationally. RU Is second-rate de­
spite ils size. That should set these pencil pushers 
thinking, but il won't.]««< 

-Doktor Schiwago (1 3:38:09/17-JAN-54) 

Subwortd 

Sorne 70.000 orks. dwarfs. and trolls live ln a glgantlc 
nerwork of old mlneshafts thilt stretches for hundreds of 
kllometers below the surface of the megaplex. Apart from 
d small tourlst section open 10 the public. few topslders 
venture lnto thls .uea. known as Subworld. Ils lnhabltdnts 
rarely leave chelr subterranean h,,bltat. 

»>»(Excepling, of course, those occasions when lhey 
Iump oui of the sewers to hold up a store.]«<« 

- Ooklor Schiwago ( 16:30:38/25-AUG-54) 

>»»(Lies! We are a peaceful people!)<«« 
- Duke Darkness ( 16:35:36/25-AUG-54) 

»>»[So why do most corps consider Subwortd orks 
the sprawl's best runners?]«<« 

- Kumpel Anton ( t 6:35:50/25-AUG-54) 

>>>>>[Weil ... )<<<<< 
- Duke Darkness (1 6:36:11/25-AUG-54) 

Most of the underground economy of the Subworld 
remalns hldden, but that doesn't stop God-fearlng topslders 
from attrlbutlng all sores of crlmlnal enterprlses to lts 
lnhabltams. No proof supportS these ,Kcusations, but 
metahum.;,ns h<1ve alw<1ys been convenlent sc.apegoats. 

»»>(Where did lhe dwarl king gel his legendary hoard. 
then?]<«« 

- N N. (08:29:47/28-AUG-54) 

»>»[You'vedone too many Tolkien rr-1 sims, bud.)««< 
- Duke Darkness (08:30:19/28-AUG-54) 

COST OF LIVING 
As ln .,ny other megaplex. llfe ln the Rhine-Ruhr 

sprawl Is anythlng but cheap. N<1turaJ food ls partlcularly 
expenslve. and ,,nyone who wants 10 <1vold soy junk has 
to dlg deep lnto thelr pockcts. Wlth enough money. 
however, the lucky wageslave can feasc on the Rnest 
Westphallan dellCilcles. Apartments are equally expen­
sive: ,,nythlng even remotcly sultable for human h<1blta­
tlon costs a CEo·s ransom to rem. Services. on the other 
hand. ore relatlvely cheap. and even sophistlcated equlp· 
menc such as a top-of-the-llne deck can be hild for " 
reasonable prlce . 
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CCU~TIAL E\ll'OHIDI • U~IPZIC 

fort'lold · ù1lrrpretrd · crfilrralrd 

AND~JfJES 

ENTERT AINMENT 
Almost every dty ln Nonhrhlne-Ruhr has lts own 

the<ltres, concen halls, ,1nd museums. The most Fë\mous 
the,ure and the megaplex s most popuk\r cultural c1mc1c­
tlon ls the Krupp-Aalto Theatre ln lssen. Besldes puttlng 
up the flne.st productions ln the Rhine-Ruhr. the building 
1s" rrue archltecrur,'\J masterplece. Though lcs.s interestlng 
archltecrurally, the newly bullt Bochum Schausplelhaus 
also ranks as one of the flnest st,tges of the German 
Alliance. Bochum also boastS the Lloyd Webber Halle. 
owned by the corporation of that n.vne. Long after the 
dec1th of the great composer, Andrew Lloyd Webbcr. hls 
newes1 muslCèllS premlere here 10 p.1cked houses. testl· 
mony 10 the banal taste.s or the bourgeoisie. The reslden1 
ensemble ls famous for lts members' athletlc prowes.s. 

»>»[And 1'11 eal my hal if lhey aren·1 chromed.)«<« 
- Doktor Schiwago ( t 9:00:34/ 11 -JUL-54) 

The Gelsenkirchen music festival offers audiences a 
chance to hear clas.slcal opera uMdulterated by volce­
enhandng cyberw,ue. lt sa must for anyone who longs for 
the days before electr1c gultc1rs and synthlcather. 

Every clty also hè\S a multlrude of dlscotheques, 
spons cenrers. museums, slmsense rheatres. and 01her 
entenalnment venues. Not even thls vast array of options 
for lelsure rime has dlslodged the Ruhr area s favorite 
p.1Stlme from lts place ,11 the top of the 11st: soccer. 

»>»[Or more prec1sely, !001ball, as il 1s called every­
where in the world excepl North America.)«<« 

- Rummenigge (23: 19:55/ 14-NOV-54) 

CRIME 
E.xcept for the yakuza ln DOsseldorf and the Mafla, 

who run prostitution rings ln mos1 of the Rhlne-Ruh(s 
major dties, organlz.ed cr1me plays a relatlvely mlnor role 
ln Northrhlne- Ruhr. The plex's numerous sireet gangs, 
however, are another story. Nowhere else ln the German 
Ali lance are so many vlolen1 aimes perpecrated out ln the 
open, and the gang's rule ls so complete that they boldly 
stage an ,1nnual "toumament' ln the Rhine-Ruhr. This 
tournamcnt ls actually Ilet le more than aglgantlc free-for­

all, wlth rhousands of armed and motor1z.ed psychopaths 
wreaklng havoc throughout the streets. 

>»»[Psychopalhs? Watch your moulh, aller! We fol­
low an honorable profess,onlJ<<<<< 

- Bandil King of Ancienl China (13:37.59/06-
APA-54) 

The most feared local gangs arc the Piranhè\S, the 
alleged cannlbals who rulc the Ruhrschnellweg. and the 
White and Pink Tlgers, who prowl the expressw,,ys off the 
autobahnen. Sever al groups of so-callcd ·robber knlghts· 
make a living by holding up autobahn motorlsts. T11e 
Rhine-Ruhr ls home to two such gangs: the Rluervom Loc 
z.um Loe, named after an ancJent nobleman of the Free­

dom of Mari. and the Pussycats. an ork >>FORCE 
DCLETE::IMP<<, 

>>>>>[Associa1ionl)<<<<< 
- Bandit King of Ancient China (13:39:47/06-

APR-54) 

The RJuer control eas1-wcs1 connections, and the 
Pvssycars clalm the nonh-south routes as thelr terrltory. 

»>»[Thank.s 10 lhis highly in1elligen1 division of turf, the 
two gangs cross paths every time they wan1 to move to 
another highway. l'm sorry, Bandil King, bul lhe ensuing 
fighlS look psychopathie 10 me. By the way, bolh gangs 
steer clear of the Ruhrschnellweg. 1 wonder why?)<«« 

- Kumpel Anton ( 18:10:00/ 16-JUL-54) 
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A number of smaller gang.s. cach assoc.lated wlth 
dt1es or districts of the plex. round out the Rhlne•Ruhr's 
roster of seul.boys and thriller chlllers. The strength ,,nd 
weaponry of these gangs varies wldely; some wleld 
homemade shlvs. whlle others carry llght machine guns 
and other sophlstlcated weaponry. 

The best known of these gangs are as follows. llsted 
by dty district: 

Bochum: Blue Hawks. Klllers. Toxlc Zone M.\J'llacs 
Cologne: Orks (ork.s and trolls only). Sllver StMS 

(white elvcs only) 
Dortmund: Dr. Feelgoods. Halos 
Duisburg; frankenstelns. Hooligans 
DOsseldorf: Samurai. Warrlors 
E.s.sen: !Ucher (Avengers). Hurricanes. Vlertes Reich 

(Fourth Reich) 
Leverkusen: Add, Wlnter Wolves (whlle male hu· 

mansonly) 

>»»[The W1nter Wolves are said 10 be an Alamos 
20,000 splinter group.]<«« 

-Doktor Schiwago ( 12:06:22113-MAR-54) 

CITIES AND DISTRICTS 

The followlng descriptions of the plex s major dtles 
and thelr districts should provlde a good ldea of whcll to 
expect ln each area. E.ach district name ls followed by ,, 

securlty ratlng. glven ln paremheses: ' AAA' dcnotes a 
very secure area. whlle z· denotes the opposite end of 
the spectrum. 

BOCHUM 
Before the economlc collapse of the lace 20th and 

early 2 1 se centuries. Bochum was a showcase of German 
economlc restructurlng. The clty s economy ls no longer 
so robust. but the so-called 'Las Vegas of the Ruhr' stlll 
seems 10 be makJng lt. Bochum houses numerous broth· 
els. casinos. slmsense arc.1des. and sportS arenas. as well 
as the Aggravex Center-<:entraJ E.urope s largest mail. 
E.MC s Opel car work.s and lts suppllers ,,Iso employ man y 
loCdls. but the clty s prlde ls the newly enlarged 
Ruhrlandhalle. a massive convention cenrer 1ha1 hosts a 
varlety of I,uge-scale cvents ranglng from concerts and 
corporate-sponsored dances 10 the recently popular Ger­
man karaoke champlonshlps. 

Altenboc.hum (8) 

The soclallst equlvalent of Wattenscheld , 
Altenbochum s mlddle-dass resldents tend toward some­
what left-of-center polltlcs. 

>»»11 say we force Altenbochum and ail ils subversive 
sympalhlzers to secede.]<«« 

- Franz (21 :20:30/28-OCT-54) 
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Hustadt (J) 

Condemned and abandoned ln 2015. thls glant 
nlghtmare of mlsgulded public planning grew up around 
the rulns of the former Ruhr-Unlverslt~t Bochum. Now 
Hustad1 s rottlng conaete bloc.ks house many of Bochum s 
underworld figures. who recrult thug.s to use as front -llne 
troops ln chelr flght to concrol the gambllng and chlp 
1rafflcklng ln the ,ue.:,. 

lnner Oty (BI 
The enlargement of the Aggravex Center located Just 

outslde Bochum s dty llmlts doomed the once thrtvlng 
commercial district called the ' fnnenstadrrlng. or lnner 
City to lts fate as a dreary looklng place where boarded­
up storefronts and a few tlny shops sell che,,p dothlng and 
cut-r,ue electronlcs. 

Come ntghtfall. however, lnnenstadtring awakens. 
Under the harsh neon llghts that advertlse the area s 
gambllng halls. brothels. and bars. throngs of tourlsts and 
gawkers stroll. Bodyguards dear paths for hlgh-ranklng 
corporate execs. dub owners and plmps lolcer on the 
street c.omers slzlng up potentlal customers. chlp and 
organ pu.shers hawk thelr wares 10 passersby. Overlook­
lng 1hls entlre scene ls the dty's targest churc.h: the 
Cathedra! of the Rcformed Orthodox Church, a massive 
structure thal towers above even the largest casinos. 

langendreer (A) 

A green belt lsolcltes Langendreer from the rest of the 
clty. Ruhr University professors and other wealthy mem­
bers of the bourgeoisie live ln lts spadous old houses. 

Wattensc.hefd (8) 

Desplte repeated a11empts 10 secede over the span 
of several decades. thls nelghborhood remalns part of 
Soc.hum. The clty's m lddle class has settled ln 
W,1ttenscheld. 1n<1klng 11 a bclStlon of centrlst thfnklng and 
respectable l lfestyles. After nlghtfall. however. 

metahumans should wc11ch out for the 'Blue Hawks. a 

local gang of radsts. 

>»»[Bunch of bourgeois slags if you ask me I say we 
force them 10 secede.]» >» 

-Hans (21 :18:30/28·OCT-54) 

COLOGNE 
Cologne. or Kôln. accordlng 10 the tradltlonal Ger­

man spelllng. Is one of Germany's most Important media 
centers. As of 2050. four trideo and eleven radio stations 
broadcast from the clty, whlch also serves as home to 
several smaller press and newsfax agencles. Cologne·s 
bustllng Information market attracts a verltc\ble army of 
spics. pald by competlng megacorps. n,ulons. and Inter-



est groups. Not surprtslngly. Cologne offers plenty of 
employment opportunltles for shadowrunners. 

Cologne's most dlstlncttve landmar1< Is the gultar­
shaped hlgh-rtse of Brtlllant Art Productions (BAP Inc.). 

Because thls corp exrorts a eut of every local bands profit. 
BAP Is known on the streets as the Brutal Am.ilgamated 
rosse: 

On weekends. overworked w"Seslaves and thrlll­
~klng youngsters crowd Cologne's mafor public recre­

atlon area. an artlfldal lake and surroundlng park known 

as fOhllngen. The dty lnvests a lot or money lnto the area's 

upkeep, but vlsltors should avold the area around the 
Neumarkt. espedally after dark. l'ushers, runners. BTL 

Junkles. and plenty of other shady characters make the 

Neumarkt a place that even the police wlll only enter ln 
squadrons. 

»>»(The Neumarkl? Hay, mann, it's always m1dnight 
lhere. Even the sun pukes when she looks down.)««< 

-Harle y "The Boss· Hog ( 12:00:00/30-APR-54) 

As an extension of an experlment begun ln 1998, the 
en tire lnner dty of Cologne has remalned barred to traffk. 

The trafflc-free zone. whlch contalns the Altstadt and 

Neustad1 nelghborhoods. covers a slx-kllometer radius 

extendlng from Cologne Cclthedral. Cltlzens ln the zone 
travel by automatlc walkway. 

C.horweller (() 

An ugly, gray bedroom town outslde the dty. 

Chorweller epltomlzes archltecrure's full from grace. This 

human-scale pigeon coop should no1 be forced on a dec1d 
dog. but those who cannot afford rents anywhere else 

have llttle cholce but to settle for a doss ln thls eyesore of 

cl nelghborhood. Sorne yec1rs "SO the dty coundl actually 

contemplated fend ng ln the d istrict to spare passersby 
the slght of the bllghted area. 

Oum (B) 

Sltuated on the opposite bank of the Rhine from most 

of Cologne. Deutz conslsts mcllnly of the heavlly gu<1rded 
trade-faJr area. Forced 10 produce ID Cclfds a1 lnnumerable 

chec.kpolnts. resldents flnd merely reachlng thelr homes 
a constant struggle. Before every electlon, al leas1 one 

candidate promises to ease the extensive securlty me,1-
sures, a promise that none ever keeps. 

lhren.str.ule (AA/ C.-O) 

Durtng the day. the downtown [hrenstraBe district 
attracts Cologne's mos1 fashlonable folk. who browse 

through the boutiques llnlng the streets ln search of the 
latesl fashlons. After dark, however. the [hrenstra.Se pom 

partors llght up and the Joyroys compete for dle.nts ln 
none-too-gentle ways. 

>>>>>(Love 11 or leave it.)<<<<< 
- Harlay "The Boss· Hog (08:44: t 2/24-FEB-54) 

Other Nelgtlborhoocb Securtty Ratlng 

Attstadt and Neustadt (trafflc- free)I 
Middle Class B 

Cologne last: Middle Class 
Cologne North: Middle CJa55 

Cologne West: Middle Class 
Kalk: Low CJass 

Weldenpesch1 Luxury Class 
SOli..i Low Class 

DORTMUND 

B 

B-< 
A-8 

D 

AAA 
C 

One of the largest of the sprawl's dtles, Dortmund 

stlll contalns several unbullt area.s. now home to numer­

ous eco-fredks, those self-prodalmed protectors of na­

ture. and 'green squatters. The Dortmund pollce perlodl­

cally dear these c1reas uslng the force's slzeable contin­

gent of hellcopters, but the groups keep comlng back. 

Because the green fredks' for the most pan coe.xls1 
peacefvlly wlth thelr nelghbors. public opinion has begun 

10 swing "Salnst the expenslve, violent police raids. 

Dortmund enloys a he.1Jthy economy, largely due 10 

the S.1eder-Krupp and fuchl Germany 'm ini-habitats' ln 

Unlld and the numeroU5 reglonal offices nearly e:very 
major German megacorp malntcllns ln Dortmund. Though 

some of these corp fadlltles manufacture on a small scale. 

most research and design vartous technologlcal prod­
uct:S. from rrucks 10 software. 

This economlc securlty carrtes a prtce, however. as 
16 of the clty partlament's 48 seats belong to corporate 

appolntees. Desplte the powerful corporate presence. 

however. Dortmund s parllament retalns suffident Inde-

ID ·······~.. · ...... GBIMANY SOIIUBID( 0 



pendence to block corporate excesse5. such ,1S the lnfa­
mous Holzwlckede Genetie J>rofect. 

»>»(Does anyone actually believe that? Personally. 1 
find it quite remarkable that the project was as good as 
passed until the genetically engineered. 01I-consuming 
bactena tainted the ground water and dried up the 
supply 10 the Fuchi habitat. By the way, the rest of the city 
is still drinking thal gene-tainted muck.)«<« 

- Hambruch-Hool (22:00:00/29-OCT-54) 

>»»(And where do the Fuch1s get the1r water?)<«« 
- Pietje Puck (22:00:30/29-OCT-54) 

»»>[Company secret; they·re probably alraid of a run 
on ground water. Supposedly. their eco-research teams 
pay close attention to water quality. .)«<« 

- Kumpel Anton (22:0 t :0 t /29-OCT-54) 

Oorstfeld (A) 

lts proxlmlty to the Donmund University campus has 
led l.uge numbers of unlverslty students and faculty to 
seule ln Dorsrfeld. tumlng the area lnto the dty's brnlnbox. 
Numerous bistros. cafés. and gallerles-all ln postmodem 
gl,"\SS and chrome-dot the glant p.1rk that makes up the 
largest pan or Dorstfeld. University secur1ty teams. made 
up panly or student mllltlas. keep the green squ.1tters 
away from the park and ensure the contlnued purlty of thls 
lntcllecrual endave. Cut off from all forms of public 
transport s.we the unlverslty s Magnetschwebebahn. 
Dorstfeld ls relatlvely lsolated. Theoretlc.ally. a resldent 
c.ould spend hls entlre ure ln Dorstfeld w1thout once 
coming lnto contact w1th the Jess savory features of 
metroplex llfe. 

»»>(As long as you're a norm, that is. Il your ears or 
teeth are too long, you'II find out about those Jess savory 
features sooner than you want to.)««< 

- Duke Darkness (15:09:33/21 -APR-54) 

Evtng (C) 

Evlng is an especlally fine example or Dortmund's 
mlddle-ciass districts. Tcnements and sm.111 row houses 
coexlst peacefully. the local sneet gang keeps a low 
profile. and the d tlz.ens busy themselves wlth eamlng 
money and flghtlng social decay. 

Gatte nstA dt (B) 

Desplte lts name. whlch mcans Gardentown. 
Ganenstad1 1s one of Dortmund s least green districts. 
Ganenstadt does. howevcr. boast a c.olorful collection or 
small shops, 1><,ck-lot gMages. elecnonlc.s workshops. 
small-arms dealers, hellcopter rentais, and so on. ln­
comes ln the district span ., wlde range. ,,nd Ganenstadt s 
resldents dlsplay an unsurpassed tolerance ror metahumans 
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and Immigrants. Not surpr1slngly. the Self-Help Associa­
tion of Ork-Humdn Relatlonshlps and Marnages maln­
t,,lns lts German headquaners ln Gartenstadt. 

>>>»(Of course. it moves constanUy. as the office 
tends to burn down soon alter each opening.)«<« 

-Uncle Klaus ( 17:44:00/18-MAY-54) 

»>>>(Not soon enoughln<<«< 
-Metatron (17·44:40/ 18-MAY-54) 

>»»[S0K for his head.)««< 
-Duke Darkness (17:50:12/ tS-MAY-54) 

>»»[Ace. No. 137 071 312@ 430 500 01. My plea­
sure.)<<<<< 

- Wonderblimp ( 18:09:27 /1 8-MA Y-54) 

Ganenstadt owes lts high secur1ty rntlng to a !oc.al 
street gang. the Dr. Fedgoods. rather than the Dor1mund 
police. Bec.1use they have provcd themsetves rellable. 
efficient. and rarely gullty of overklll. man y resldents vlew 
the Dr. Feelgoods more as a priva te law en forcement 
é\gency thc1n a strcet gang. 

Hombruch (C) 

Formerly a mlddle-class nelghborhood. Hombruch 
today suffers from lts dose proxlmlty to the polluted 
(mscher River. whlch has made even hlgh-quallty ,,part­
ments ln the area amazlngly cheap. Desplte the occ.a­
slon.'1I eco-horror story. the river ls Jess talnted near 
Hombruch than a rew kllometers fanher downstream. 

»>»(Meaning that trouble with toxic spirits occurs no 
more than once a week. The guys and gals living here 
have strong nerves and steely abilit1es. So if you ever 
need a runner from the Bundesliga ... )«<« 

- Wichita Cathedra! (00:09:42/01 ✓AN-54) 

Unna (AAA) 
Annexed by Donmund ln 2045. Unna remalns less a 

dty quarter than a separate corptown. After they con­
structed the Fuchl and Saeder-Krupp habitats. whlch 
house 1 5.000 people e.,ch. the two corps chose ro put the 
entlre town under corporate administration for 'securlty 
rea.sons,' whlch apparently means they found the sur­
rounding grcenbelt easler to pollce than a growlng 
cityscape. Rumor has lt that the corporc1te secur1ty ceams 
tend to Rre on each other as muchas they do on lntruders. 

»>»(Which means the Fuchis and Saeders in Unna 
are even more prone to blast away than corp goons 
elsewhere. And they're in good shape, too; all that 
practice makes ·em fragg1n· near perfect.)«<« 

-Duke Darkness (1 8:39.12/17-APR-54) 



Othe, Nelgjlborhoods 

Aplerbec.k: Upper Oass 
Brilnnlnghausen: Middle Oass 
H6rde: Low Class 
Huckarde: Upper Clc:\SS 
Undenhorst: Middle Class 
WeJllnghofen: Middle Oass 

DUISBURG 

Secur1ty httng 

A 
B 

C 
A 
C 
B 

Desplte lts focus on coal and steel manufacturing. 
whlch should have depressed lts economy when those 
hiel sources became unpopular, Dulsburg·s Frelhafen. or 
river port, helped soften the effects of Gcrmany's sharp 
economlc downtum ln that area. These days, however. 
Duisburg suffers one of the htghest unemployment rates 
ln the Northrhlne reglon. As the area's sole employer. 
Saeder-Krupp dlctates pollcy 10 the dty govemment, but 
the corp's power extends beyond the halls or govemmcnt 
as well. As Street buzz puts lt, If Saeder-Krupp told the 
whole dty to dive lnto the Rhine. lts only question would 
be. ·From how hlgh upr Opporrunltle.s for lllegal employ­
ment also depend almost excluslvely on thls corp. 

Buc.hholz (B) 

Mostly remarkable for lts tldy front yards and numb­
lng boredom. Buchholz ls a llvlng testament to the tedlum 
of llvlng a respectable existence. Buchholz's resldents 
have made Il by anyone s deflnltlon. but have apparently 
spent every ounce of ambition they ever had ln the 
proces.s. Resldents llke to entertaln themselve.s at the 
small l)<\rk. where several tlme.s a day they can watch 
some other poor lnhabltant feed the ducks that live ln the 
park's pond. 

Neudorf (f) 

As the name ·New Vlll<\ge' suggests. Neudorf stcVted 

out as a utoplan development project some 60 years c\gO 

Govemment neglect. however. has tumed lt lnto one or 
the sprawl s worst siums. People forced 10 live ln Neudorf 
hcwe reached rock bottom. 

Rhelnh~uscn (C) 

Tradltlonally a stronghold of the tabor movement, 
Rheinhausen remalns poor but proud. Here the number of 
prlvate gun owners far exceeds the reglon·s aver,'\ge. a 
situation that has anracted a strong police presence. 
Polltlc:.ally. Rheinhausen ls consldered communlsm's las1 
suonghold ln the Germ.1t1 Alliance. 

Zoo tZ) 

The zoo's orlglMI lnhabltants were ea1en durlng the 
so-called ·proteln revoit of 2033. Slnce that tlme. human 
'animais· have settled ln the zoo grounds. Strangers who 
enter thls once-public attraction are fair game for the 

restdents. but a.nyone capable of holding hls own has a 
good chance or survlvlng. The plex s blggest BTI. kltchen. 
IOCAted lnslde the former ape hou.se. produces chips for 
export. lt ls gencrally accepted that any outsider who 
reaches the kltchen under hls or her own power hê\s 
proved Ms or her quallfkatlons for a well-pald courler lob 
and can generally have one for the asklng. 

»»>(For some myslerious reason, hall of all couriers 
never return to collect lheir satanes.)«<« 

-Kumpel Anton (23:4 t : 10/21 -DEC-53) 

Other Nelgjlborhoods 
tb.mbom: Middle Oass 
Mlttelmeldertch: Upper Üc\SS 

Obermelder1~h: Middle Class 
W~nhelm~rom Low Oass 

DUISBURGIR fREJHAnN 

Securfty Radng 

B 
A 
B 
D 

The harbor and the surroundlng Dulsburger rrelhafen, 
or Duisburg rrec Trade Arca, belong 10 the megacorps 
and are lndependent or greater Dulsburg's govemlng 
authorlty. Security ls hlgher here th,,n anywhere else 
lnslde the plex, and anyone wlthout legltlmdte business 
lnslde should avold the port and lts environs. At present. 
Saeder-Krupp. Ruhrmernll. [MC. and Treuhand Jolntly 
admlnlscer port ,,ffalrs. 

»»>(Just in case anyone·s inlerested, the minimum 
payment for a run in10 the harbor stands at 2S0K.)<«« 

-Gallon Orunk (21 :51 :33/ 12-JAN-54) 

The harbor's southem area contalns bays for passen­
ger hovercrah. Three ferry companle.s handle security at 
the.se fadlltles. Rheln-E.xpres.s and Lorelei Tr.u,sport have 
pooled thelr resources to form thelr own sccurlty corn• 
pany. and che thlrd company. Freundllche none (frlendly 
Fleet). relles on the securlty teams of lts parent corpora­
tion. Ruhrmetall. The buzzon the Street says these securlty 
organlz.at lons are hlgh on mor,\le but low on experlence. 

The entlre Duisburg Free Trade Arca spans almost 80 
square kllometers. and ail the worid s megacorps m,\ln• 
tain enclaves ln the area. A corp consortium admlnlsters 
the area but generally allows each corp to fend for ltself, 
preferably a1 les nelghbor's expense. As a result. gun 
battles between guards. shadowrunners. and rival goons 
have become a daily occurrence. Asa transshlpment zone 
for valuable goods. espedaily dellcate mlcroelectronlcs 
and heavy lndusrr1al goods. the Frelhafen has bec.orne a 
common target for lndustrlal esplonage and shadowruns. 
desplte lts secur1ty arsenal of sensors. c1erlal reconnais­
sance devlces. rigged drones, ,,nd wage mages. 
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»»>[Every now and then. a run actually suc­
ceeds.]««< 

- Doktor Schiwago (12:21 :51 / 12-JUN-54) 

DÜSSELDORF 
Consldered Germa.ny·s fashlon center for almos1 a 

hundred yec1rs. DOsseldorf has becomc the metropolls of 
the modem llfestyle. lntemc1tlonal trends tend 10 arrive 
llrst ln OOsseldorf. and spread from there to Frankrurt or 
Munich. Formerly the u1pl1al of the L.lnd of Northrhlnc-­
Westphc1Jlc1. DOsseldorf has become one of the four de­
centrallz.ed. admlnlstrc1tlve centers of Northrhlnc-Ruhr. 
Though lts movers and shakers consldcr 1hemselves 
extremely lmportMI. they llke 10 show thelr doseness 10 
ihe people by havlng an Ail at the Uerlge. 

>»»[By having a WHAT?)««< 
-Stein (22· 12:04/ 12-02-54) 

>»» fTh1s is righl up your alley. Ste,n. "Ali" 1s the local 
top-fermented beer.)<<«< 

- ldle Savant (23:01 ·10/12-02-54) 

»>»[Now. isn·t that jus1 typical. The first time you 
touch on something interesting. and you give me one, 
lousy line about it.)««< 

-Stein (23:02:00/ 12-02-54) 

Demographlcally. DOsscldorfhas changed finie slnce 
the rum of the century. Largely unaffeetcd by unrest ln the 
Ruhr area. even the waves of rerugees from elsewhcre ln 
Germany and Central Europe pas5ed OOsseldorf. Slnce 
the 1980s. however. OOsseldorf has become the play­
ground for sevcral Japanese corporations and contalns 
one of the larges1 lapanese populations outSldc the 
lapanese Islands. 

The administrative he,,dquarters of M ltsuhama-Eu­
rope domlnate the OOsseldorf skyllne. Nex1 to thls 450-
mcter-hlgh skysaaper. all other buildings look lnslgnifl­
cant. Even so, Mltsuhama ls not the only j,,panese power 
ln DOsseldorf. The yakuza followed ln the corporatlon's 
wake and 1oday clalm the largest plece of the dty"s 
underworld pie. The ltalkln and Russlan manas and varlous 
for East crlmlnal outflts such as tongs. trl,,ds. and a few 
Seoulpa Rings d aim the remalnlng crlmln.11 emerprlses. 

The boomtng business DOsseldorf produces ln trade 
falrs ls the dty's most dlstlngulshlng fearure. and the 15-
squ,ve kllometer ftoor lnslde the Trade Hall ls almost 
constantly booked. The lnterMag magic fair. held annually 
at the end of Aprll. attraets everybody who ls anybody ln 
the fleld of thaum.uurgy. from the lowllest street mage 10 
the most recent Nobel rrtzc wlnner. 

DOsseldorfssuburbs. especlally R.ltlngen and Erl<.rath. 
reftect DOsseldorfs prosperlty: both have become pro-
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tected endaves of the ultra-rlch. Securlty at the Golf lla.rk 
developmenr ln R.ltlngen-Hôsel. for exdlTlple. costs every 
resldent 50.000 ecus a momh. 

Ctty Center (A) 

OOsseldorfs core district stretches from the nve­
story. chrome-and-glass rallway station down to the 
Rhine Rlver berween the Alts1ad1 (Old Town) and the 

banklng quarter ln the south. Md extends north to 1he 
borders of Derendorf. The Japanese -controlled 
lmmerm.mns1ra6e and the so-called "Golden Boomer­
ang of Kônlgsallee, SchadowstraBe. and Wehrhahn 
streets--.1 three-story m.ue that houses the largest con­
centration of direct-sales ourlets ln the entlre dty--doml­
nates DOsseldorfs City Center. One lane for cars and one 
for rrams pas.ses ln each direction at the bottom of the 
maze. two levels underground: above thcm lies a shop­
ping arcade offerlng emertalnment. electronlcs. second­
hand fashlons. sushi. and other edlbles: at ground level, 
hemmed ln by the surroundlng skysaapers. vlsltors flnd 
the actual .wenues. Fllled w1th expenslve restaurantS, 
trendy boutiques, Jewelry stores. and banks. the avenues 
attract those who want 10 see and be seen. Bank courlers 
carrytng twd cash. escorted by watchrul wage mages and 
securlty c\gentS w1th LMGs .11 the ready, are so common 
a slght 1ha1 pedestrlans barely secm 10 notice them. 

Benrath, Garath ~ ) 

Along wlth Oberbllk and nlngem. these rwo reslden-
11.,1 districts house commute~ and low-level corporate 
employees. Gc:1rath's dllapldated 1enements rtse 10 the sky 
llke wamlng flngers. polntlng a1 the advandng decllne. 
W11h an unemployment rate three tlmes as hlgh as the rest 
of the clty, crlmlnal actlvl ty and BTL abuse run rampant. 
However. the lack of anythlng worth steallng makes the 
burglary rate amaz.lngly low. and locals tend 10 be conser­
vatlve-preferrlng to deal wlth the local g.angs rather rhan 
h,we 'long-halred bomb- throwers· dlsturblng the fragile 
peaœ. Berween 1he antl-runner atrlt\Jde and constant 
maraudlng by the w,,rrlo~ of Worrlngen and the Garath 
Ronlns. runners looklng for a safe doss h."ld best avold 
these districts. 

K.\rlstadt, f r1edr1chst.ldt. Unterbllk (AAA) 

From the harbor to the Altstadt, skysaapers llll the 
skyllne of these 1hree adJolnlng dlsrrlcts. Behlnd the 
mlrrored-glass walls of these rowers. executlves from 
M ltSuhama. E.CC. Ruhrmet,lll. and many corporations 
make declslons thot affect the entlre megaplex. Nex1 10 
the corporate towers, the former L.,ndtag building hou ses 
the central admlnls1rat1on of the sprawl s Rhlneland area. 
At the center of 1hls heavlly guarded quarter lies the 
pedestrlan preclnct 1ha1 stretches from Klrchplatz to Graf• 
Adolf- lllan. Crowded w1th boutiques and bistros patron-
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l:ted by bankers and brokers. aficionados ~y thls area 
house:s the hlghest concentration of Herr Schmldts ln 

Germany. Though runners must run a gauntlet of palnstak­

lng secur1ty checks to enter. the hlgh quallty of runs 
avallable make the trouble worth the effort. 

lohausen. Stockum (Alrport and Trade Fair) (AA) 

The area between the Rhine and the alrport com­

pr1ses one vast conglomeratlon offactory-style bulldlngs. 

occ.aslonally lnterrupted by a hlgh-r1se or the rulns of an 
andent town center. No hint of green mMS the asphalt 

grovnd5. The area s architectural slmllar1ty to the Dulsbvrger 
r relhafen port at Duisburg ls no colnddence: large p.,rts of 

the district serve as transshlpment points for goods from 

all over the world. 

>»>>[Words take on new meamngs in there: hovertanks 
become "building machines: etates containing "office 

machines· tum out 10 hold modern 1argeting systems. 
and don't even ask what's inside the sacks of "fertil-

1zer" ... )<<<<< 
-Jagdpanther (22:49:37 /21 -MAA-54) 

Oberbs.sel (AAA) 

A long-establlshed haven for DOsscldorfs rlch and 

svper-r1ch. Oberkassel boc'5ts a strlklng v lew of the Rhine. 
Thovgh DOsseldorfs e.xecutlves occupy only the rivcrfront 

propertles. the triple-A secur1ty ratlng applles to the 

entlre dlstr1ct: securtty services even guard the a'itobahn 
exit ramps le.,dlng lnto Oberkasscl. The district center and 
the trendy nelghborhood of Lôrick contaln numerovs 

small shops that cater to the dally need.s of Oberkassel's 

hlgh-soc.lety resldents. 

Other Nelghborhoods 

Altstadt: Middle Class 
lr1uath1 Middle Class 

Gen-e:shelm: Low Class 
Obert>llk, nlngem : Low Oass 
lladngen: Upper O ass 

Securtty R.at1 ng 
8 

8 (AA) 

R&tlngen-H6~1 (Golf Pa.rtt)l Lux ury Class 
Unten-,Uh: Low Class 

C 
0 

C-0 
AAA 

C 

ESSEN 
Saeder-K.rupp m,"\lntalns lts world headquarters ln 

E.sscn and runs the d ty llke a ftefdom. Under the megacorp's 

control. E.s.sen s economy has boomed. enabllng the dty 
to compete wlth economlc powcrhouses llke the dey of 

frankfurt. 

»>»(Of course. the majority of c1tizens hve like serfs 
under their corporate "benelactor .")<<<<< 

- Kumpel Anton (20:54:53/28-MAY-54} 

Bredeney (AAA) 
ln rhls older district on the banks of the Ruhr lies the 

Saeder-Krupp arcology. one of the sprawl s most awe­
lnsplring manmade structures. Though only half-Rnlshed. 

lt alre.,dy houses more than 60,000 resldents. The rcglon 
surroundlng the c1rcology. lndudlng the famlly seat of the 
Krupp corporation at VIII<.\ HOgel. also rests securely ln 

corp hands. 

»>»(Translation: without a corp badge, you·re dead 

meat in there.)<<«< 
-Doktor Schiwago (13:10:43/09-APA-54) 

Helslngen (AA) 

As rlczy as hlgh· pr1ced KettWlg. Helslngen was bvll t 

wlthln the past 20 years. [ very one of lts resldentlal 

build ings offers unlmaglnable luxury to lts tenants. 

Kam•p (() 
E.s.sen-Kamap, ln the northofthedty, llesbythe most 

pollvted stretch of the E.mscher River. The arca Isa v lrtually 

unlnhabltable sium. 

Kettwlg (AA) 

Home ofSaeder-Krupp s top-level execs. thls district 

boasts some of the most well -preserved 20th-cenrury 

,vchltecture ln the wor1d. Mcrely walklng through thls 
area wlthout approprlate hlgh-fashlon dress and manner 

makes one suspect. 

Steete (C) 

Representatlve of E.s.sen's numerous mlddle-dass 

d istricts. Steele offers reasonable comfort and secvrlty. 
but lacks the sllghtest suggestion of luxury. Thlsarea holds 

llttle that would lntercst the professlonaJ shadowrunner. 

»>»[Whal would you POMs know about that?]«<« 

-Sugarcubomb (23:34:52/1 O-DEC-53) 

Other Nelghborhoods 

Bort>eck: Low Oass 
Bu~endorf: M iddle Class 

Essen-West: Middle Class 
0berruhr. Low Class 
Vogelhelm: Low Oass 

Secur1ty Rattng 
0 
B 
C 
C 
0 

GELSENKIRCHEN AND RECKllNGHAUSEN 
Gelsenklrchen and Recklinghausen share a blesslng 

and a cursc: both dt1es Ile dose 10 Northrhlne-Ruhr's 

border wlth Westphalla. Because the two dtles rely on 
trade Wlth the German•Cathollc Land for the bulk of thelr 

lncome. the clty fathers of Gelsenkirchen and 
Recklinghausen must often reson to lntr1cate. polltlcal 
maneuvertng to avold tre..,dlng on Westphallan rellglous 

senslblllt1es. 

œ - ' .......... - .. 



An average. mlddle-class district of Gelsenkirchen. 
Sch,\lke ls the home of one of the German Alliance·s most 

famous soccer dubs, Schalke 04. The company founded 

10 exploit thls fame, Schalke 04 Marketing und 

Vertr1ebsverband KG. wlelds conslderable economlc power 
throughout the Alliance. though the club's archlac power 

Stf\Jcrure keeps the promotions company from reachlng 
lts full potent1al. 

>»»[With managemen1 like that, the boys wlll never 
make the champlonship.]««< 

- Kumpel Anton (09:28:09/31 -MAY-54) 

Buer (B) 

Consldered ,, worklng-dass .uea of Gelsenklrchen 

untll 1998. the Buer district was almost totaliy leveled 

durlng the food rlots ln 201 O. The establishment of the 
Allled German States brought govemment money 1·0 

restore and renovate m,iny of the old cottages and 

tenemencs. and Buer has become popular among roman­

tics who make ,1 comfortable llvlng. LlbcraJ to a fouit . the 
resldents of Buer support s,ever,,t altem,,tive houslng 
projects ,md even an anarchlst enclave. 

>>>»(Those wannabe anarchlsts never harm anyone 
anyway.]««< 

- Duke Oarkness (22:06:56/ 15-FEB-54) 

Speckhom ([) 

Sltuated on Reckllnghausen·s Westphallan border, 

thls areil teems wlth c.1r rentai shops, vehlde repalr shops. 
and gas stations. The constant noise of hovercrafts Ails thls 

commercial district. whlch becomes especl,,lly busy a1 

nlght. The fertile farmlands of Westphalla offer an abun­

dance of valuable. natural produœ, and everyone ln 
Recklinghausen wants a plcce of the pie, whlch has 

sp.,wned a constant stre,,m of legal and lllegal transac­

tions ln the district. Many of ·these deals far exceed the 

restrictions contaJned ln the treaty of 2045. ,\nd every so 
often a rocket duel provldes ,, free. noaumc1l llght show. 

»»>[The brethren ln the garages are Just as humor­
less as their pious cousins in Westphalia. Soif you insist 
on heading out to Speckhorn with your big guns. say 
goodbye 10 your loved ones first. .. assuming idiots like 
you have any.]<«« 

- Luka Skycreeper ( 17 :09:42/08-OCT-54) 

Rudolf Erwecker. ,,n ork who owns a thrlvlng C.lr 

rentai business. represents a typlŒI buslnessma.n ln the 

Speckhom district. He never questions hls customers 

about thelr destinations or the Ir occ.1.Slon,,1 IMblll ty to IÀ'Y. 
ln the 1.itter case. he slmply pulls the trlgge,r. 

>»»(Also. he Iakes a S0K deposit. . . ]««< 
- Kumpel Anton (19:32:20/18-NOV-54) 

Ot.her Nelghborttoods 
Altst.ad t: Upper Class 
Feldmarll: Low Oass 
Grullbach: Low Class 
Herten: Low Class 
Neusta.dt: Low Class 
Rotthauseni Middle Class 

GlABOTKI 
The 1999 merger of the formerly lndependent towns 

of Gladbeck, Bottrop and Klrchhellen produced C.labotkl. 

probably the least lnterestlng dty ln the entlre Rhine-Ruhr 
megaplex. 

»>»[What. aven less interesting than Oberhausen?]««< 
- Roland von Bremen ( 11 :56 :27/20-JUN-54) 

Apart from a sm,\ll lnner-dty area and some shop­

ping, al l three districts of Glabotkl are llttle more th,,n 

bedroom towns whosc lnhabltants eam thelr llvlngs ln 
Essen. Oberhausen. or Bochum. The corporations h,we 

not bothered to lnnuence dty polltlcs. though thls ha.s not 

kept the Glabotkl City coundl [rom lndulglng ln levels of 

corNpdon and gr,,h unmatched anywhere else ln Ger­

many. local polltlco.s frequently offer low•paylng but 
amuslng employment for shadowrunners. 

Bottrop (Cl 
Desplte an Intensive search. the edltors falled to flnd 

,,nythlng or ,,nyone remotely remarkable ln thls district. 

»>»[Thal cries oui for a comment, doesn't il? Toc bad 
1 can'I think of anything. Anyone? 1'11 reseNe soma 
space, jusl in case ... ]«<« 

- Moonwalker (13:12:11 /18-DEC-53) 

Gladbeck (D) 

A lowcr-class resldentlal district wlth a small busi­
ness area. Gladbeck con tains llttle or lnterest aslde from a 

factory whose ownershlp changed hands between Telekom 

and Siemens AG (now [CC) several tlmes dur1ng the pa.st 
slxty years. 

Klrchhe:llen (D) 

This town con tains the s.1d remalnsof the f.rlebnlsparl<. 
,, modest ,lmusemenc park establls.hed ln the mld 20th 

ccntury. The ldle merry-go-rounds and reeklng food 
stalls. however. present ldeal plilces for clandestine meet­

ings. For those lnterested ln a vlslt to thls sorry pc1rody of 

an amusement center. call manager Josef Hlddlgs.berger 
at 989-235-26. 
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UVlRJCUSEN 
Leverkusen ls home to one of AG Chemle s k'lrgest 

manufacturlng sites. The corp·s glgantlc factorles here 
cover several dozen square kllometers of the dty and 
produce a distinctive aroma that ,,nnounces Leverkusen·s 
presence for several kllometers around. Orks. who are 
more reslstant 10 pollution than humans. comprise mosr 
or Leverkusen·s population. They work .,t the AG Chemle 
factor'les. live ln AGC-owned houslng. buy ln AGC stores, 
joln AGC-sponsored dubs. and are burled ln AGC zlnc­
llned coffins. AGC s strong presence ln Leverkusen has 
also amacted several envlronmental organlü1tlons. such 
as Green WaJ and fROMATI.S (frlends Of Man And The 

f.arth Society). to the dty. 

>»»(A while ago, AGC started up a couple of new filler 
installations. Supposedly, some FAOMATES runner 
lound a lew skeletons in the corp cupboards-literally­
and the group lorced AGC to build the filters in return for 
silence.)«<<< 

-Hades (00:47:20/21 -MAY-54) 

»>»[Skin cancer has a name: AG Charnie.)«<« 
-Prof. Dr. Korf (t3 : t2: 1 0/11 ✓AN-54) 

MÜLHEIM/ RUHR 
Sltuated at the southem border of the Rhine-Ruhr 

megaplex. M0lhelm has rec.ently bec.orne the preferred 
resldence of hlgher-level corp execs. The lovlngly rcno• 
vated living quarters avallable ln M0lhelm/Ruhr Me clStrO­

nomlcally expenslve. and lts shops and boutiques rank 
among the Anest ln the sprawl. Poll tlc.,lly, rhe M0lhelm 
dty coundl ls almost totally dependenr on the S.1eder­

Krupp-controlled Essen government. 

lnner City (AA) 

Most of rhe M0lhelm lnner dty ls one glant pedes­
rrlan prednct full of shops and restaurants. all exudlng the 
smell of money. Anyone sponlng armor and weapons 
who 1s not pan of a llcensed. corporatc sec:urlty te.,m ls 

arrested on slght. 

»»>[Il you're lucky )<<<<< 
-W,esenschaumkraut (00:46:39/14-SEP-54) 

Alrshlp Port (A) 
Though M0lhelm/ Ruhr's alrshlp port ls one of rhe 

largesr ln Germany, lt offers llttle for anyone but the 

traveler. not even the usual alrpon shops. 

OBERHAUSEN 
Oberh,,usen looks llke an outsiders stereotype or the 

Ruhr area: a bit too loud. a bit too dlrty. a llttle run down. 
and full of llfe. Oberhausen·s vltallty helped lt survive the 
rec.esslon better than most of the Ruhr'sdttes-lucklly. the 

dty' s generally healthy economy and sound Infrastructure 
kept lt free of a megacorporate ballout. E.ven today. not 
one megacorp malntalns offices ln Oberhausen. On the 
downslde, Oberhausen enforces restrictive Immigration 
and secur1ty polldes. Oberhausen also remalns the only 
dty ln the sprawl that employs a forelgn priVate secur1ty 
flrm. Foreign or not. however. Knlght-E.rrant has an exœl· 
lent reputatlon ln Oberhausen. because thelr ster11ng work 
allows the dt1zens 10 lead a quiet llfe. Unparalleled safety 
and ec.onomlc securlty wlthout megacorporate corruption 
make Oberhausen a lewel ln the megaplex crown. 

>>>>>[And makes shadowrunners yawn their lungs out. 
1 don'I know anybody who ever made a decent deal in 
that burg.J««< 

- Kumpel Anton ( 12:05:41 /08-OCT-54) 

Oie G.-o6e Brache (Z) 
ln the northem pan of the clty lies the Great Fallows. 

the sprawl s blggest lndustrlal dump. Swamp spirits and 
toxlc spirits lnhablt the 17-square-kllometer wasre arca. 
whlch ln ltselfkeeps most people from venturlng lnto the 
a_rea. Black m,lrkcteers and other nefarlous characters 

often mect ln the chemlcal dump. attractcd by the privacy 

h affords. 

EXTRAPO 
C 0 
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Oumpten (0) 

»>»(Spints. what a namell<«<< 
-Freddy's Return ( 15:09: 10103-DEC-53) 

The nonhem half of thls dlstr1ct looks Just llke the rest 

of Oberhausen, but the southem half houses the largest 
red-llght district ln the spraw1. 

>»>>(Phewl From the earlier bits, 1 thought the 
Oberhauseners were inhumanly respectable.!<«« 

-Ughtnin' Luke (t 7:10:58/ t2-JUL-54) 

»>»(They are, mate. Thevisitors ln the brothel quarter 
corne from the rest of the sprawl. They don·t do that sort 
of thlng ln Oberhausen.)«<« 

-Kumpel Anton (2 1 :20:00/09-OCT-54) 

Stertu~de (B) 
A colorful mixture of resldentlal and commercial 

buildings. Sterkrade runs a plcturesque tram rhat curs 
rlght through the center o f the district. 

»»>(What, above ground???)««< 
- PletJe Puck (04:55:29/23-FEB-54) 

>»»(So what? Trams in Düsseldorf, Neuss, and 
Münchengladbach are above ground. Vou don't get 
around much, do you?]««< 

-Doktor Schiwago (10:17:42/25-MAR-54) 

Other Nelghborhoods 

Alst.tden: Upper Oass 
Buschh.lusen: Low Oass 
Klosterhardt: Middle Oa.ss 

Sc)twane Helde: Upper Class 

WUPPERTAL 

Securtty Ratlng 
A 
C 
B 
A 

This 'sleeve' around the Wupper River boasts one of 

Germany's most unusual dt1es. ln 2017. the German 

govemment prohlblted expandlng construction ln the 

surroundlng area. and so Wuppenal 's dty govemment 
devlsed a unique solution to the problem of conrlnued 
growth. From E.lberfeld to Schwelm. the entlre river valley 

1s almost completely bullt over w1th concrete structures 

formlng four distinct levels. Complex. sophlstlc.ated ven­
tilation and llghtlng systems make the lower levels llv­

able. and speedways and tube trains connect the varlous 

districts. On the lowest level . the old Schwebebahn 
suspension train stlll runs along the bc:1nks of the relatlvely 

dean Wupper. 
Becausc .vrlftdal Illumination provldes the only llght 

for much of the dty. Wuppertal has attracted many 
unfom.mates allergie to sunlight. Metahumans comprise 

nearly 60 percent of Wuppenal's resldents. g lvlng the dey 
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a proponlonately large metahum._m population. Because 

many of lts lnhabltants live underground and rarely see 

the llght. outsiders have nlcknamed the clty ·zombletown. 

Districts 
Wlth the endosure of Wuppertal. the term "district" 

came to mean ' level. ln general. securlcy ratlngs drop 

wtth each descendlng level. for example. the uppermost 

level 1s rated A or B. whereas F and even l z.ones ex!st on 

the lowest levelsof the dry. The 'gray market ls espedally 
extensive ln Wuppertal: buyers can bargaln for custom­

lrecl cyberdecks, replacement organs. BTl.s of every klnd. 

clfld of course cheap ,md dlscreet h!red help. 

»»>[Carelul what you dnnk, though. They tend to 
sp1ke every second drink or so with interesting sub­
stances.]<<<<< 

-Gucky der Mausbiber (02:32:44/16-OEC-53) 



~cou,se, 1/vlng south of the Mdln w.u 
never euc:tfy fun, but these days lt's punlshment. 

-Anonymous 

After several years of so-c.alled lndependence. 
Germany·s southem Ll.nder have returned to the fold of 
lhe German Alliance. This reunlon has produced a d lmate 
condudve to the funher. healthy growth of the.se lndusrr1• 
ous and « 0.2 MP ocuno BY SYSOP>> 

»>»[Lel's cul the bulldrek and start over. shall we? 
Aller having done away with such useless and expan­
sive indulgences as embassies and a central govern­
men1. the States of southern Germany have that much 
more time to make money.)<<<« 

-Streetwlu ( 13:04: 16/23-JAN-54) 

Desplte the rendency of the public ln the other 
German L..\nder to lump · the South· together as If the 
States were a single entlty, slgnlflunt dlfferences exlst 
between the varlous South German Under. The followlng 
text descrlbes the m.1lor statcs of southem Germany. 

BAVARIAN FREE STATI 

Bavarla has not fared well ln the past decade. n,e 
state shrunk conslderably when lt lost three districts to 
nelghbortng Francon la and Sw,1bl,1 to W0rttembcrg. Sorne 
conslder her losses a well-deseNed punlshment for 
Bavarla's leadlng role ln the secesslon movement of the 
2030s. Few people have forgotten that the lnlt1,\tors of the 
shon-llved, lndependent South Germ,,n Federntlon llved 
ln the Bavartan c.apltal of Munich. 

»>»[You can only buy the punishment theory Il you 
believe all that bulldrek about histone justice.]««< 

-Streetwizz (20:09:56118-AUG-54) 

The [uro-Wars sent armles of refugees trekking to­
ward southem Germany from the turbulent B.\lkc1ns. and 
the bulk of rhem landed ln Munich. Metahumans, who 
made up an unusually hlgh percen~e of the refugees. 
presented an easy scapegoat for humans who felt rhre,,t· 
ened by the Immigrants. Soon. horror tales of the 

metahuman marauders spread. for weeks. the tabloids 
had a Reid day wlth the alleged rape of a farmer's wlfe by 
three Bulgarlan trolls until other, ugller storles pushed ft 
,islde. The cost offar-reachlng lntegratlon programs belng 
planned by the nonhem govemment was percetved as a 
threat to the Bavartan economy, and provlded funher fuel 
for the anti-met,1human propagandlst:s. Bavarla took lts 
flrst official steps agaJnst metahumans as early as 2032. 
wl1en the govemment lnstltuled compulsory reglstration 
of metahuman refugees. 

>»»[OuieUy includ,ng on their lists long-established 
metahumans with secure jobs and apar1menIs ... ]«<« 

-El rond S1lberchip (01 :00:00/04·OCT •54) 

When Bavart,,n humans reallzed that thelr counter­
pans ln nelghbortng Baden-W0rnemberg detested the 
orks and trolls ln lts Black Forest dS much as thcy lo..1thed 
thelr metahumans. the two L.'inder began the long nego­
tiatlons that culmlnated ln the formation of an lndepen• 
dent South Germany. ln 2038. Bavarla . Baden­
W0ntembcrg. Greater frankfun. and the Rhlneland• 
Palatlnate unlted 10 form the Union der L~nder 
M ltteleuropas (Union of Central [uro~,n Countrles). 

The confederarlon proved doomed from the s1an. 
Off ers of membershlp sent 10 Austrta and Swl12erland got 

no fanher than the nearest shredder. and so the union 
remc,lned the principal responslblllty of lts two largest 
sta1es. Bavarlél and Baden• W0rttemberg. however, shared 
a long hlstory of murual dlsrrust; the Swablans of Baden­
W0memberg devored conslderable effon to keeplng as 
distant from Bavarla as possible. At Sw,1blan lnslstence. 
the union c.apltal was even movcd from Munich to the 
twln dtles of Ulm and Neu-Ulm. srraddllng the border 
between 1he two Under. 

>»»(A move of striking stup1dity, given lhe cities· total 
Jack of infrastructure.)<<<<< 

- Roland von Bremen ( 16:46:31 /22-FEB-54) 

The two L..'l.nder had llttle ln common save for thelr 
represslve polldes towards metahumans. And as atti­
tudes mellowed over tlme ln nelghbortng states. Bavarla · s 
lnsls1ence on contlnued and even helghtened represslon 
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cost lt several hiends. Ourtng the 2040s. three Franconlan 

districts sec:eded from Bavarta and Swablël unlted wlth 

newly lndependent W0rttemberg ln protest of Bavar1a·s 

exrremlst. rlght-wlng polldes. Ever slnce the Rrst seces­
slon ln 2044. Bavarlans have become lnaeaslngly un­
popular among thelr nelghbors. 

»>»[Only since 2044? 1 beg to difter )«<« 
-Roland von Bremen (08:09: 12/01-FEB-54) 

»>»(Careful observers will note a 
bias agamst Bavanans in particular 
and southern Germans in general in 
lhis text. Such bias ,s a longstanding 
tradit ion , a l least among 
northerners.)<<<<< 

- ldle Savant 
(08: 10:23/12-02-54) 

»>»(Yes, well, have you scanned 
any of the shadow-data coming out 
ot South Germany? YOWI)««< 

-Stein (09:10:16/12-02-54) 

Wlthln Bavarla. the Bavarlan 

People s Pany (Bayerlsche Volkspanel. 
or BVP) remc,lns ln conrrol. State presl­

dent Anton Hofmayr. successor to 

the i\SSaSSlnated Alfons Hunggarten. 
has tallored the new constitution to 

suit hls own ends wlth the ald of a 

rvbber-st,vnp p.vllamem. Wlth a com­
fortable BVP majorlty ln parllament. 

and 68 percent of the popular vote ln 
rhe l,\St direct elcctlon, hls poslt1on 

seems secure. 

»>»(Of course, thal popular vote 
conslsts only of those who have hved 
in Bavaria since ten years before the 
Euro-Wars. Fortunately, hiseighl-year 
term ends next summer .. )««< 

- Prof. M. 
(03:44 :26/12-AUG-54) 

>»»(Do you really think Bavarians 
have changed that much?)«<« 

-Streetwlu (03:50:00/1 2-AUG-54) 

Rldlng a wave of popular sentiment, Hofmayr contin­

ues hls pollcy of 'Bavarl<'I Flrst!' Ou ring the past few yec,rs, 
however. he has loosened restrictions sllghtly. Asa result. 

BdvartM1s now grudglngly acœpt dwarfs, orks. and trolls­

provlded rhey spe,* the broad, Bavarlan dlalect llke a 
local. 

»>»(More likely it's because Bavarlans now despise 
human Serbs and Romanians more than they do 
metahumans ... )<<<<< 

-Streetw1u (22:33: 11126-JUL-54) 

The distinctive Bavarlan dlalect has recently experl­

enced a rremendous surge ln popularlty aaoss the state, 
even ln govemment offices and counrooms. Only a few 

Institutions. such as the natlonwlde dally newspaper 
SOddeutsche Zeltuns, have reslsted thls development 

and continue to lnslst on correct German. 

»>»[But the tabloïds don·t. 8 1/d 
Minga, for one, ,s published in Bavar­
ian.)<<<<< 

-Streetwiu 
(00: 1 0:55117-NOV-53) 

»>»[Of course it is. Bavanan ,s the 
perlect way to single out foreigners; 
what Greek or Bulgarian, well-edu­
cated though he may be, speaks that 
sorry excuse tor a language?j««< 

-Roland von Bremen 
(00:20:49/17-NOV-53) 

ln the econornlc sphere. 

Hofmayr rnalntalns a popular stance 
agalnst corp power ln every public 

speech. he lnslsts that the beautlful 

Bavartan countryslde should no longer 
be ,,t the service of the corporations: 

lnstead. the corps should serve Ba­
varia. 

»>»[And it's working, too. Why 
else should he get 2 million ecus 
transrerred 10 his account annually? 
l've seen h1s bank records my­
self .)<<<< < 

-Streetwiu 
(21 :36:00/12-SEP-54) 

His commltment to check­
lng corporate power, however. has 

never produced anythlng more than 

antl-corp pronouncements. 

»>»[And also sharp action against unwanted corps. 
Fuchi should counl itself lucky that Il still owns Neue 
Bavaria; il you're Japanese, the court's againsl you in 
any confhct. EspeciaHy in Bavana.]««< 

-Streetwizz (19:20:11/22-APR-54) 
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»»>(A protection racket the Bavarian way.)<<«< 
- Roland von Bremen ( 19:30:35/22-APR-54) 

>»»(Sounds almost as if shadowrunners like us had 

top-level protection in Bavaria.]««< 
- lnfomater ( 19:45:55/22-APR-54) 

»>»[Vou be carelul, alter. Sure, lhey'll use you, but il 

you gel caught, lhey'll kill you slowly.j««< 

-Streetwizz ( 19:55:23/22-APR-54) 

Surprlslngly enough. Bavarian laws regardlng weap• 

on.s. cybe.rtechnology. and mc'3IC dlffer llnle from those ln 

force elsewhere ln the Germ.,n Allfance. 

»>»[Unless you'rea refugeeor anescaped metahuman. 

If so. thefll use any excuse 10 string you up.)««< 
-Streetwizz (05:44 :00/30-MAR-54) 

MUNICH/ISAR METRO ARIA 
Bavarfa's loss of terrltory to Franconla and 

WOrttemberg leh lt wlth few major c.hles other than the 

Munich mega.sprawl. offidally known as the Isar Mctro 

Area (Ballungsraum Isar, or BI). ln many ways Munich 

remalns culturally distinct from the rest of Bavaria, and 
desplre lrs past hlstory as r1ght-wlng Germany·s seaet 

capltaL Munich has become far more open and llberal 

than the rest of the state. 
The totc\l population of the megasprawt l.s h<Ud to pin 

down: the d ty glves the number as approxlmc,tely live 

mllllon. whereas the state presldenr's office lnslst:.s on 2.2 
mllllon. The larger Ogure lndudes ail humans and 

metahumcms actually llvlng ln Munich: the smaller refers 

only to those lnhabltants possesslng papers ldentlfy1ng 

them as official dtlzcns of Bavarla. Accordlng to dty 
estlmates. S8 percent of M unlch's population Is human. 

[Ives make up 13 percent: trolls, 1 1 percent: dwarfs. 9 

percent: and orks, 8 percent. 

One of Europe's most popular ref\Jgee destinations, 
one of every two of Munich· s ln habitants was bom some­

where else. usually ln the Balkans. The common tongue of 
many clty dlstr1cts Is nelther German nor Bavarlan, but a 

polyglot or German, Engllsh. and varlous southem Slavlc 
tongues. Forty-elght percent of Munich· s population lives 

below the poverty llne. ,u,d a mere 37 percent daim 

corporate employment. Per caplta lncome l.s only [C 

34,900 per ye.ar. Education levels arc low as well among 

the population: only 36 percent of the resldent:s hold 
hlgh-school d lplomdS, and a mere 4 percent have at• 

tended a unlverslty. De:splte the.se statlstlcs. the crime 

rate remaln.s at a modcst 5.3 refontes per 100 lnhabltants 

annually. 

Wlth a population larger than that of some enrlre 

states. Munich often elects the Bavarian state presldent. 
So rar, the dty has man<'\ged 10 defend the municipal 

votlng r1ght:.s or ail lnhabltants, g lvlng conrrol or the dry 

councll 10 the llberal ESr and usro part ies. 
Oberburgermelster1n HIide Steininger of the E.uropean 

Sodallsts takesequal r1ghts ser1ously: herdepury, Slobodcln 
[lsenfaus1 of the USPD. ls a dwarf of Serblan or1gln. 

»>»[Of course, that doesn'I keep them sale from 
soma major blunders. Remember the p lans for a retugee 

camp in Munich-Dachau?)««< 

- Streetwiz.z (20:08:34/25-OCT-54) 

Llke most megaplexes. Munich controets out many 
mu nid pal services to privare organlz.atlons. Because state­

controlled police forces exhlblt a lax atti tude about pcmol­
llng certain districts. the so-c.alled "Black Sher1ffs" enforce 

the law ln these arec\S. Unfonunately. the 2.ealousness of 

these pr1vate secur1ryoperatlvesand thelr ovcrrellanceon 

flrepower keeps Munlch's 68 hospltals very busy. 
The core dry of Munich conslsts of 89 dlstr1cts. and 

durlng the past few years lt hc.u lncorporated such sut· 

roundlng towns as Dachau. F0rstenfeldbruck, frelslng. 

E.rdlng . Ottobrunn, and Gê\utlng. Though the clty wanrs to 
expand further, the B<lvêlrlan govemment has ref\Jsed 10 

.,pprove new senlement proJects. Munlch's mafor dis­

tricts are descrlbed below. wlth each dlstrlct's secur1ty 

ratlng given ln parenrhescs after the dlsmct name. 

C.lty Center (AAA) 
Munlch's dry center extends from the central train 

station to the bcmks of the Isar river lt contalns the dry·s 

be.st-known malis and speclalry shops. the famous 

Vlkruallenmarkt. and Munich Ory Hall. Culrure as well as 
commerce thrlves ln thls district. whlch supports 20 

museums. 23 theatres and cabarets, and sc.ads of street 

performèrs. 

>»»(Oflen they·re Balkan refugees who still play 

music without synths. 1 fraggin' flipped when I heard 

them for the first lime.]<<«< 
- Municking (23: 10:51106-DEC-53) 

frelslng (AA) 
The nonhemmost of the Isar Merro Area's dlstr1CtS, 

Frelslng ls home 10 the Bavartan state pariiament and the 

reglonal presldent's office and resldence. Though the 

govemment presented lts move to Frelslng as a humanl­
tarlan gesrure lntended to open up llvlng space for 

Munlch's overpopulated lnner dty, the suburb's proxlm­

lry 10 the large Fraro.-JoseJ-StrauB lntematlonal Alrport 
must have been a major factor ln thls declslon. Today 

Frelslng. as well as the nelghbortng districts of Neufahm 
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and Edllng, ls populated almost exduslvely by statc 
govemment employees and thelr famllles and ls heavlly 
guarded by state police and the PTesldentlal Guards. 

>>»>[Heavily guarded means lhal in many areas of 
Frelslng you need a special pass to be there at any lime, 
day or night.)«<« 

-Prof. M. (1 2:42:11/23-MAY-54) 

G.archlng (A) 

for dec.ades Gardllng has been the home of some of 
central Europe's most Important Institutions: rhe German 
Patent Office. the European Patent Office. and the Conred­
erate (fom,erty federal) Patent Court. Personnel ln these 
offices Cdtalogve every technologlcal and magJcal devel­
opment throughout the Gem,an Alllance ln palnstak.lng 
detall to help the courts rule on ownershlp or Inventions 
and ldeas. 

»>»[Wowl That's 901 10 be an open treasure 1rove, 
jusl waiting 10 be plunderedl)««< 

- Maltixmaster ( 15:09: 12/02-AUG-54) 

»>»[Careful, Junge. 1 sneaked a peek ln lhere once. 
The only lhing that isn·t dark red ln lhat system is the 
black-as-nlghl IC. Wilhoul passcodes. forgel it.)«<« 

-S!Jeetwiu (15:21 :.29/02-AUG-54) 

»>»[Hey, alter, you're lalking 10 the Matnxmaster 
here. The IC lhal can scrag me or my 1001 hasn't been 
developed yet.)««< 

- Ma1rixmaster ( 15:.29: 17/02-AUG-54) 

>»»[Ma!Jixmaster 901 fished out of the Isar at Landshut 
yesterday. Coronary ... )«<« 

- Streetwiu (04: 12:S 1 /09-AUG-54) 

Ncu~ uttng (C) 

This district bordering the dty center h.\s so ra, 
reslsted rumlng lnto a sium. lnhablted mosrly by German­
speakers recent1yemlgrated from E.ast frisla. Holstein. the 
[Jf'el dfld other pans of northem Germany, Neugautlng 
regards Balkan refugees and metahumans wlth extreme 
suspicion. 

Neuperi.c.h (D) 

One of the many planned developments of the 
prevlo~ century. Neuper1adl has become an endave of 
R.omanlan refugees. Thanks ro the nearby Siemens re­
seardl cenrer. whldl offers mental jobs. the standard or 
lfvlng here Is endurable. 
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Otympluudt (El 
Balkan refugees have taken over the Olymplc VIiiage. 

a relie of the Garnes of 1972 cmd 2024. Close to 2,000 
refugees live ln cramped conditions ln the athleces· quar• 
ters, halls. and stadlums. often at biner loggerheads along 
radai or nation.li llnes. The Croatlan orks llvlng ln the lce­
hockey stadlum. for example, conslder the Bulgarian• 
Maœdonlan trolls at the Olympta Tower thelr swom 
enemles. 

Pullach (A) 

As the home district of the German secret service. the 
BND (Bundesnadlrldltendlenst). Pullach boasts am.ulng 

security. rrom lts headquarters ln Pullach the BND gathers 
Information and shares lt wlth the govemment. largely 
out of the public eye. 

»»>[Rumor has lt that the boys al Pullach have been 
more helpful to the Bavarian president recently than 10 the 
Confederate Chancellor in far-away Hannover ... ]««< 

-Streetwizz ( 18:09:34/27-APA-54) 

Schw~lng (AA) 

Schwablng ls home ro a hundred or so theatres and 
Cdbarets. slmsense p..1rtors. and dlscotheques. A popular 
destination for young. upper-dass dty dwellers seeklng a 
taste of the wlld slde. Schwablng also has a thrlvlng BTI. 
rrade run by street gangs. 

As the favored haunt of Munldl's ldle r1dl. Schwablng 
starts the trends thdt later spread throughout 8avar1a. This 
year. elf poslng ls the hottest fad: next year. lt mlght be 
anythlng. 

The bright llghts and noise are not Schwabing's onty 
attractions, however. The f.ngllsh Garden near the Isar 
River Is d ravorite of Munlch's lnhabltants. For the past 
hundred years or so. dty dwellers .tnd vlsltors h.tve 
thronged the banks of the river. swlmmlng and sunbath· 
lng ln the nude every summer. These days. of course. 
nudlsts c.an also show off thelr new cyberllmbs. 

»>»(Sodom and Gomorrahl Heathen profanilyl If the 
Lord had wanted us to show ourselves in all the shame 
of our naked form, we would all be born stark na­
kedl)««< 

- True Believer (09:18:04/14-NOV-54) 

»>»[No comment.)«<« 
-Aaghnal ( 11 : t0:53/ 14-NOV-54) 

An elf gang. posslbly poseurs. has ruled the park for 
several years. Not the stereotyplc.al "badHo-nature • elves. 
the gang seems to be no more thM a group of cr1mlnals 
who llke to llve among the trees whlle havlng thelr 
favorite bar less than flve minutes away. 



Swnb~rg (BI 
This almost entlrely elven dl5tr1ct 15 the home of 

Munlch's rich and beclut1fvl: most resldents keep small 

v111as and yachts on Lake Stamberg. Because Stamberg's 

resldents tend to be just as arrogant and elltlst as the worst 
antl-metahuman haie pamphlets portray them. mosI 

metahuman-rlghts actlvlsts haie the Starnberg elves wlth 

an lntenslry they usually reserve for Humanls cult1srs. 

»>»(And if only hall the story about how the elves got 

rid or the original residents is true . .. )«<« 

- Prof. M. (06:07:19/28-NOV-53) 

Thereslenwlese (AAA) 
Under constant surveillance. thls large park 15 possl­

bly the most heavlly 

guarded open ground ln the 
world. As the tradltlonal site 

of the Oktoberfest, h serves 
as a powerfvl symbol of Ba­

var1an natlonallsm, and pre­

sents a tempting target for 

oppressed and angry 
people. The dry govem­

ment beefed up protection 

after an ug1y Incident four 

years ago. when unldentl­

Red perpetrators planted 
maglcal bombs shortly be-­

fore the Oktoberfest. The 
bombs detonated aI the 

openlng of the event and 

dalmed 1 20 lives. 

Untusu.dt (AA) 
This collection of shopping arades, museums, and 

small shops spreads beneath the dry center along Munich· s 
old subway llne:s, formlng a subterranean complex ex­
tendlng from the central station via the Stachus to 

Mar1enplatz. Every so often some unusually stupld gang 

stakes out turf among Understadt"s r1ches, but none of 
them ever last longer than two days before comlng up for 

llght. 

FRANCONIA 

lndependent for less than a decade, f ranconla ls a 
newcomer among the southem German states. Wlth 

conslderable ald from W0rttemberg. the threc reglons 

that comprise franconla seceded from Bavar1a only after 

the breakup or the Union of Cenrral European Countr1es. 
Even today, the franconlan capital of Nuremberg 

(N0mberg) Rnds lt dlfflcult to proJect an lndependent 

Image, desplte lts Rerce determlnation ro escape lts past 

as the former North Bavar1a. This determlned dr1ve 10 

aeate a d istinct ldentiry affects even the smallest aspects 

of eve,yday llfe ln franconk\. for example. flndlng Bava,­

lan WelBbler or WelBwurst anywhere ln franconla ls 
vlrtually Impossible. Any Franconlan wl th an ounce of 
prlde shuns Bavar1an produce, lnstead eatlng locally 

produced Rostbracwurst and drlnklng wlne rrom 

Bocksbeutel bottles. 

»>»[Which is almost invariably a cheap imponed 

vintage from Ponugal. .. )«<« 

- Prof. M. (23:09: 18/ 12-NOV-53) 

A mere two years after franconla dedared les lnde­
pendence. the southem pan of Hesse outslde the dry of 

Frankfurt Jolned the new 

stote. The Hesslans brought 

~~~'~ ~~~~ hlgh·techmanufacrur1ngto 
Franconla, but not enough 
10 sustdln lt economlcally, 

and franconla had to resort 

Veterinarians 
in the finest 
shamanistic 

tradition. 

Thi week only! 
10% off 

OUl•Of•body healing! 

10 drastlc measure:s to sus­

tain lts lndependence. 

>»>>(R ighi enough. 

Once the cheers had died 
down, reality harshly as­

sened itself. As soon as 
Stuttgan stopped shipping 

bundles of ecus to ils cli­
ent state, Franconiansdis• 

covered how weak their 
economy truly was. Al-

though it was fairly d iversi­

f1ed, with everything from high-tech manufacturing to 

agriculture, no single industry was strong enough to 

ensure any stability or growth ln Franconia's 

economy.J<«« 
- Prof. M. (16:38:31/23-OCT-54) 

»>»[The place a!so had problems with foreign com­

pan,es run by geographical idiots. who wondered why 

they shou!d lnvest even more money ln France!)«<« 

-Streetwiu ( 17:46:27 /23-OCT-54) 

franconla's newly elected coalition govemment of 
ESP, LOF P, and CVP members agreed to appoint Ms. E.dlth 

Weldner as state prime mlnlster. Though she had a/most 

no polltlcal experiencc. Weldner had wor1<ed as a hlghly 

pald Rack for fuchl Germany, experience chat the coalition 

hoped would enable her to attract lnvestors to prop up the 
economy. ln her flrst actas prime mlnlster, Frau Weldner 

I00k stock or every economlc sector. The srudy she 
sponsored revealed a few harsh truths about Franconla's 
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strengths and weaknesses. franconlan agriculture, ln­

dudlng lts vlneyMds. stood no chance agalnst the mas­
sive agrofaaor1es of Wcstphallc'I 10 the north. And the 
entertalnment electronlcs c'lnd toy-manufactur1ng lndus­
rr1es dus1ered around Nuremberg were the only growth 
tlfeas that rranconla could daim aslde from lourlsm. 

Accordlngly, Weldner launc.hed ,, darlng plan for 
Francon1a·s economlc revlv,,1. ln cooperatlon wlth Japa­
nese corps. she created FrankenKuhour AG. essentli\lly" 
corporate governmcnc. Almost lmmedlalely 
frankenKultour se1 about renovatlng the historie towns of 
Rothenburg over Tauber. Nuremberg, and WOnburg in 
c'ICCOrdance wlrh prevalllng t,'\Stes. (ven the famous WagnCf 
festival at Bayreuth dld not escape the treatment. 
frankenkultour continues to operate a hugc wlne cellar al 
WOnburg ( 10 ecus for the gulded tour) and m..,nages 
franconla's best-known 1.,ndmarks as well. Bu1 rhe most 
visible slgns of Frankenkul1our s Impact are lts medleval­
Aavored luxury hotel and resc.,ur,"\nl chalns spread through­

ou1 the L.md. 

»>»[Reportedly, long-time Bayreuth festival director 
Wolfgang Schneider commilted suicide when they told 

him 10 stage Siegfriedwith the hero as a decker persona 
and the Valkyries as IC .. ]«<« 

-Streetwlzz (19:57:11/21-JUN-54) 

frankenKultour also offers tours of the M.lln River 
valley and the hlll and mountaln ranges of the Rhôn. 
nchtelgeblrge. Spes.san. and Pfcllzer Wald. f rankenkultour's 
most popular tour1st anractlon. however. may rum out to 
be the Charlemagne Center ln the Stelgerwald hllls. This 
mock-medlev<1I town. scheduled to open thls sprlng. 
boastS lts own hcllport. train station. hotcls. and ,, castle 
whcre toumaments and slcgcs wlll be st,,ged regularly. as 
well as a medleval banquet. The town·s dr<lgons. whlc.h 
lndude several Smc\11 spec.lmens convenlently fltted wlth 
chlld-slzed saddles. are masterpleces of sophlstlcated 
tcc.hnology. Most of rhe dwarfs. cives, ,"\nd trolls. on the 
other hand. are qulte re,,1. 

»>»(Makmg it one of the lew places in southem Ger­
many where a metahuman will be able 10 lind a job. Unless. 
of coUTse. you·re too proud to run around in tealher and 
chain mail and have your picture taken alongStde gnnn1ng 
Japanese salarymen on vacation )««< 

-Elrond Silberchip ( 17:31 :13105-APR-54) 

Should the Charlemagne Center succeed , 
FrankenKultour plans to follow lt up wllh a metahuman 
tourtst village ln the POOz.er Wald. Mounds of souvenirs 
have already becn produccd ln connec.rlon wlth these 
attractions. lndudlng both h,mdcraftcd Items and ulrril­
modem, plastic dr<lgonsand mages. These mlnlarure toys 
are rully motorlz.ed <1nd produce reallstlc spec.lal effecrs. 

So far, most Franconlans support the govemment 
tourlsm program. whlch has brought franconia badly 
needed nuyen and lobs. An estlmared 66 percent of 
Franconla's tourlsts are japanese. and the remalnder hall 
from the UCAS. 

ln the past few ye.,rs. Franconla's economy has 
bccome lncreaslngly devoted to tourlsm and dependent 
on lmported technology. However. only a few volces ln 
the wlldemess protest the 1,,ck of technologlcal re.searc.h 
taklng pl<1ce ln r ranconla tlfld the dwlndllng dlvcrslty ofits 

economy. 

»»>[Ever heard the story about the wile who leh her 
husband because he ·oppressed" her and then was 

lorced to become a prostitute to eat?)« <« 
- Roland von Bremen (22:00 :00/16-JAN•54) 

Aslde from the capital of Nuremberg. Franconla's 
other large dtles arc WOnburg and Bayreuth. 

»>»[The descriptions of wh1ch l've personally deleted 
for safety reasons-nothing·s more dangerous than 
lalling asleep while decking.)«<« 

- Roland von Bremen (14:42:12126-SEP-54) 

NUREMBERG (REGNrTZ-PEGNITZ METRO AREA) 

»>»[Sounds like some Prussian olltcer. 1awohll]«<« 
-Streetwiu (03:01 :00/ 11 -JAN-54) 

»>»[You seem 10 know your way around the m1litary. 

You a Deckoffizier, 'Wiu?)««< 
- Roland von Bremen (03:08:08111 -JAN-54) 

The rranconlan capital of Nuremberg forms the cen­

ter of the Ballungsraum Regnltt-Pegnln (BRP). a megaplex 
of some 1 .6 million people that comprises a string of d t les 

along the Regnlnand Pegnln rivers. Wlth lts long and r1ch 
hlstory. Nuremberg hc1d bccome a favorite vacation spot 
for overstressed Japanese managers even before the 
foundlng of r ranconla. Building on thls reputatlon. mod­
em-day Nuremberg ls well on lts way to bccomlng the 
premlere convention center of southcm Gcrmany. 

>»»[Nol that it could ever match Düsseldorf as a 
yakuza playground.)«<« 

- Streetwiu (02:46:26/28-MA Y-54) 

Scver,,1 years ago, the dry spent conslder<1ble money 
to rransform Nuremburg C.lStle lnto a convention center, 
,, gamble that has p.1ld off h.,ndsomely. Unbellevably 

popular wlth overscas corp execs, the Castle commands 
staggerlng rentai fee5 and has an lmpresstve waltlng 11st. 
Our1ng rhe annlldl Chrlstklndlmc"kt ln Oecember. flndlng 
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a hotel room anywhere wlthln 50 kllometers of the dey ls 
nearly Impossible. The mass of convent1on-goers travel ­

ing lnto the dey overwhelm the road system. maklng 

large-scale traffic Jams and congestion a common slght 

durfng rush hours. Another popular event Is Nuremberg's 
annuaJ toy falr ln Febr\Jc\r)'. Thousands Oock 10 thls fair 10 

see the latest offerlngs rrom megacorporatc toy manufac· 
turers. many based ln or ncar Nuremberg. 

»>»[And Junge, are those litlle things fast these daysl 
Lasl year, Fuchi lntroduced a slowed•down F-4 deck 
w1th a small mainframe, allowing kids to play at deckmg. 
1 should have been so lucky growmg upl]<«« 

-Deckjack (05:44:00/07-FEB-54) 

»»>(Think about how much high-tech data these 
toymakers have m their databanks. lt's not cutting-edge, 
of course, but 11 is less well guarded than most.)««< 

- Pro! M. (06:22:49107-FEB-54) 

»>»(I Just wish they"d quit makîng guns for kids. The 
toy ones gel more and more like real ones every 
year.]<<<<< 

-Müller (04:21 : 16/03-MAR-54) 

>»»(1 had a smartgun with rubber bullets as a ten­
year-old, and il didn't hurt me!]«<« 

- Roland von Bremen ( 16:27:51/02-SEP-54) 

»>»(Unlortunately.)««< 
-Rommel Ill (14:02:16/14-SEP-54) 

Nuremberg boasts excellent autobahn connections 

ln all directions. plus 1ran.srapld Unes 10 Munich and Berlin. 

The rran.srapid connectlon to Stuttgart 1s ten1a1lvely sdled· 

uled 10 open ln the full of 2055. Rcportedly. Nuremberg·s 
dey government plans 10 expand the dey alrpon to handle 

International service. Unforrunately. dlvenlng funds to 

revamp the alrport may pos1ponc work on the Mc\Jn· 

Danube canal yet "3aln. fntended to m,,ke the clty a rlver 
pon. 1hfs project has been pan of Nuremberg clty plan­

ning for more than a thousand years. 

GREATER FRANKFURT 

Greater Frankfurt stretches from the chies of 

Wiesbaden and Malnz. ln the west to HaMu and 
Aschaffenburg ln the eas1. and from Frankfurt ln the norrh 

10 Mannheim and Ludwigshafen ln the south. Hlstorlcally 

Germany's Rnandal center. modem•day Frankhm essen­
tlally belongs to the Frankfun Bank Association. ln re• 

sponse 10 dey hall" s attempts 10 curb the bc\nks' expansion 

ln the carly 21st cenrury. the bc\nks slmply bought large 
pan:s of the dty by exerdslng thefr shareholders· power ln 

a substanilal number of re.,I estate concems. n,e sprawl 

began 10 emerge ln 2023, when frankfun lncorporated 
the dey or Offenbach. and contlnued 10 spread durlng the 

ensulng years. Now the spr,,wl s south slde ls ruled by AG 

Chemle. Nec1rly one•thlrd or the area, lncludlng the former 

dey or Ludwigshafen. conslsts of chemlcal factorfcs. re-­
search laboratortes. suppllers c1nd employee resldences. 

Bec.a use the b.:mks conrrol man y concems usually run 
by org.mlz.ed crime, the underworld exerts conslderably 

lcss lnOuence ln Greater Frnnkfvrt than ln other sprawls. 
The long-establlshed MaRa. ln place before the Frankfun 

Bank Assoclarlon took over. spends conslderable tlme 

defendlng lts terrltory "3alns1 the yakuza and other new• 

comers, lcaving lt wlth llnle tlme 10 expcmd lts operatlons. 
ln the absence of a powerful crime syndic.a te. street gangs 

nourlsh. The B-52s of southem Darmstadt and the Spessan 
Spiders. who terror1z.e the local autobahnen on thelr 

motorcydes. are two espedally lnfc1mous gangs. 
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VITAL STATISTICS 
Populatlom 5,607,000 

Human: 74% 
(If: 4% 

Dwarf: 8% 
Ork: 9% 

Troll: 5% 
Per Caplta lncome: (C 43,000 

Below Poverty Level: 28% 
Telekom Code: D-04 or 0494 
tducatlom 

Hlgh School Equlvalency: 44% 

University E.qulvalency: 19% 

GimNGTHlRE 
Air travel ls the easlest way to get to Greater frank­

fun. More thc\tl 1 .500 regular and suborbltal nlghts depan 
from Frankfurt Alrpon ec_,ch day 10 malor cltles world­

wlde. and a consortium of companles led by the lfMU and 

the Bank Association plan to bulld orbltal-Rlght facllltles at 
the alrpon as well. The clty and the surroundlng area are 

also Integrated lnto the autobahn and rallway nerworks, 

and the tra~rapld maglev stops at a number of places 

wlthln the megaplex. Travelers can even reach Frankfurt 

by ship. via the Rhine. 

>»»[Airport security ls extremely tight. A dozen armed 
guards greet anyone who tries 10 gel onto the grounds 
packing a gun, and hair-trigger sensors blanket lhe 
entire area.)««< 

-The Hessian (23:44:12/19-JAN-54) 

FltANKFURT 
Frankfurt ls the clty of money. Under the aegls of the 

fomkfurt Bank Association. many of the world's l.ugest 

banks malntaln towerlng, glass-and-chrome headquar­

ters ln frankfurt's so-called forbldden City. locatcd ln the 

former clty centcr. The Bank Association malntalns strlct 

securlty ln the restrlcted area dnd requlres lengthy secu­
rlty checks of ail vlsltors. Desplte these restrictions. heavy 

traffic abounds ln the Forbldden City. as ln every other 

malor urban center. Many hlgh-level corp execs keep 
luxury apartments ln the area, and lts countless boutiques 

draw vlsltors from all over Europe. 

HEIDELBERG 
Top corp execs live outslde M ,1nnhelm and 

Ludwigshafen, for from the dlrty R0sselshelm car plants, 

the nolsy alrport. Md the potentlally lethal Hanau nuclear 
factorles. Many live ln Wiesbaden. but most have Red to 

the qualnt clty of Heidelberg. 

Desplte thls Influx. the charncter of the old unlverslty 

town has hc1rdly changed ln the past Rfty years. Aslde from 
the historie architecture that continues to draw throngs or 
overseas tour1sts every year, Heidelberg University ls the 
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clty's best•known attrc\ctlon. No other unlvcrslty w1thln 

the Germon Alliance has such a hlghly regarded 

thaumaturglcal raculty. 

»>»(An interes1ing aside: the magic laculty obviously 
receives its dough from third-party funding-ln this case 
ChemEurop. Now the corp folk don't lhrow away money 
for the sake of learnlng, so lt should be obvlous that the 
entire theoretical superstructure those Heidelberg profs 
are building is a big front for alchemical research. Vou 
see, no one has yet managed to make real alchemy or 
even harness an elemental spirit for industrial work. For 
those interested in genuine maglcal theory, l'd recom­
mend the universities at Marburg, Erfurt. Weimar, or 
Gôttingen over Heidelberg any day. Also, Munich and 
Hamburg offer less impresslve faculty resumés but are 
damned good in practice.}««< 

- Magic Missile ( 19:45:00/21-JUN-54) 

KARLSRUHE SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE ZONE 
When a sertes or eanhquc\kes hlt the Upper Rhine ln 

2043. the earTh churned llke a raglng sea ln the Baden• 

W0memberg clty of Karlsruhe. House.s collapsed. sew­

age fountalned out from the ruptured ground. and Rres 

raged out of control. Wlthln just 2,4 hours. 10,000 people 
dled and materlal damage soared lnto bllllons of deutsche 

marks. 

The rollowlng years saw the flrst rebulldlng efforts. 

almost entlrely funded from the clty's own exhausted 
coffers. Followtng the declaratlon of the Troll Klngdom of 

the Black rorest ln 2043. the Baden-W0rttemberg gov­

emment ln Sruttgc1rt practlcally wrote off the en tire Upper 
Rhine reglon. The only nelp' the confederate governmcnr 

provlded conslsted of keeplng the constltutlonéll court at 

Karlsruhe for reasons or national solldarlty. North Baden 
evenrually became part of the Bc,denslan Palc\tlnélte. 

Unders1andably. ,,Il klnds or radie.ais round scores of 

followers among Karlsruhe"s dlSScltlsRed and homeless 

lnhabltants. The most successful of them c\11 , Hedwig 
G..~bler of the Greater BadenslM uusade. headed a group 

rema.rkable for cxtreme Badensla.n natlonallsm. rellglous 

f,matlclsm, and a vlrulent hatred of metahumaru. 
Though rldlculed across the rest of Germany as an 

overzealous IOCcll patrlot. Gabier was elected Lord 

Mc,yoress of Karlsruhe ln 2047. Wlthln months she héld 

establlshed a work program wlth the ultlmate goal of 
launchlng a war agatnst the hated rrolls and orks of the 

Black Forest. By April of 2049, Gabier had hlred enough 

mercenarles to put her nefartous plans ln motion. On the 
nlght of April 23. however, Bundeswehr unlts from the 

Palatlnate and W0memberg advanced towards Karlsruhe 

and took conrrol of the clty wlthln sevcn hours. Most of 

the mercenarles fled or changed sldes at the Rrst slght of 
confederate troops, who easlly caprured Gabier and her 

deputles. 



for the past Rve years, Karlsruhe has remalned a so­
called "Spedal Leglslatlve Zone.' ruled dlrectly from 
Hannover by the conf'ederate govemment and admlnls-

1ered by the army' s IOCcll commander. lt has also become 

Germanys, If no1 Europe's. largest garrlson. The b..macks 
at Philippsburg, Forchhelm, and Ettllngen con tain close 10 

30,000 soldlers. 
Severa! factors have prompted thls massive mllltaJY 

presence. not least belng the locallon of rhe constlrutlonal 

court at Karlsruhe. The court acts as the only unlversally 
accepted forum for set1llng conmcrs between the German 

U\nder and for many has become the most vlslble symbol 

of a status quo chey hace. The terrorlst attack on the nrst 

Senace ln 2.050, whlch aJmost succeeded, demonsrraces 
just how endangered chls Institution has become. Other 

lnst1t\J!lons under army protection are the German Nudear 

Research Center and Forchhelm Alrport, whlch Gabler's 
fanatlcal followers have wgeted ln the past. 

»>»(And as long as she awalts trial al Bruchsal 

penitentiary. a few of them will keep trying 10 rescue their 
heroine.)««< 

- Prof. M. (22:34:52/12-JAN-54) 

This statlonlng of rroops has prompced crlt1clsm by 

opposition parties ln the confederate govemment be­

cause of Ils hlgh cost. forelgn govemments have also 

reacted wlth mountlng agitation. France espedally has 
begun to vlew the garrlson as a threat. 

>»»(More level-headed people are concerned about 

the internai danger. A growing number of people are 

begmning 10 laud the Karlsruhe garrison commander, 
General Michael Karaoglu, as the much longed-lor 

· strong man,· aven though he has so far denied any such 

ambitions.]«<« 

- Prof. M. (04:00:24/22-JUN-54) 

»>»(He d1dn't make his headquarters in the caslle by 

accident.)<«« 

- Roland von Bremen (04:02:58/22-JUN-54) 

So far. however. the govemmenr shows no slgns that 
lt lntends to wllhdraw lts troops or rransl'er the area·s 

administration to the Badenslan Palallnate govemment. 

»>»(Basides the security bunk, they have more im­
portant reasons for staying. As long as the restrictive 

customs barriers of the southem German states remaln 

in place, the Speclal Legislative Zone gives northern 

Germany a convenient back door.)<«« 
- Dater (23:49:27/04-SEP-54) 

»>»(Correct. Despite. or probably because of all 

those troopers, more smuggling and illlcit trade goes on 

in Karlsruhe than anywhere else. Righi under the noses 
of lhe supreme court justices. you can buy anyihing you 

want. Dutch hardcore BTLs, forged credsticks !rom 
UCAS. spare body parts from Afnca, you name it. As 

long as you keep your business nice and quiet.]«<« 
-Streetwiu (00:04:32/05-SEP-54) 

LUDWIGSHAFIN/ MANNHUM 
Llke Wiesbaden and Malnz. these rwo cltles lie on 

opposite banks of the Rhine. Vlrt\Jally owned by pr1mary 

employer AG Chemle. Ludwigshafen and Mannheim are 

among the few places ln the wor1d that CM rruty boast an 
unemployment rate below 3 percent. The resldents, how­

ever. paya dear pr1ce for thls prosper1ty. Ever slnce AG 

Chemle successfully declared these rwo Upper Rhine 
drles corporate encltwes. lt has done as lt plea.sed. 

perpetratlng enormous ecologlcal crimes ln the name of 

malntalnlng rhe cltles· prosperhy. And almost every 
week, corporate damage-control tearns are huntlng for 

nosy reporters or loose-llpped employees. 

»>»(Or another Irae 1ox1c spirit. spotted in one of the 

old Rhine river branches.]««< 
- Prof. M. (22:56:.21/ 14-MAY-54) 

The onty persons allowcd to wor1< ln Ludwigshafen 
and Mannheim are those cleared by AG Chemle. Unwel­

come lndlvlduals are elther deported or slmply dls.,ppear. 

»>»[AG Charnie claims to have stopped all testing on 

lab animais 10 years ago. 1 wonder who or what they test 

lheir products on now?)«<« 
-W1ch1ta Calhedral (04:45:23/01 -MAA-54) 

MAI NI/ WIESBADEN 
Wiesbaden and Malnz are " twln cl tles, • loc.ated on 

opposite banks of the Rhine. Wiesbaden seems to have 

changed llnle durtng rhe past 60 years. Tour1sm has 

helped to keep thls spa and casino town looktng just as lt 
dld back ln the nlnetles. The banks own large areas of the 

clty. and plenry of medlum-level executlves of flnanclal 

lnstltutlons live ln Wiesbaden. 
Malnz 1s another sto,y. Everythlng and eve,yone not 

wanted ln Wiesbaden gels shoved ,,cro~ the Rhine to thls 

clty. Secause Wiesbaden absorbs almost all the money ln 
the reglon, Malru remalns one of Germany s poorest 

clt1es. Unemployment. poverry. siums, Street gangs. and 

organlz.ed crime abound ln the largely metahuman clty. as 

do prosrltutlon. lllegal gambllng, the BTl trade and other 

forms of entertalnment the good clt1z.ens of Wiesbaden 
don·1 want ln thelr own dey. Vlsltors to Malnz.areadvlsed 
10 leave the underwor1d-conrrolled ·sate area.s· only If 
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well-anned. Mafia and yakuza live slde by slde ln Malru. 
1helr most solld base ln the Grea1er frankfun area. Desplte 

the fr1endly facade. however. Mafia and yakuz.a hlrmen 
cl!ld local srreet thugs frequently shoot lt out. 

ln splte of lts rroubles. /11\alnz stlll draws a crowd 
du ring the Street camlval se.lSOn, whlch ha.s changed from 

a rather straltklced affalr 10 an orglas1lc festival more llke 
New Orleans· M.vdl Gras or RJo's Cdmaval. 

SAAR LEGISLATIVE ZONE (SOX) 

The area lrradkl1ed by the nudear dls.-.\Ster at C.1ttenom 

ln 2009 lncludes Luxembourg. large pans of Lorraine. the 
enrire S.\M1and. cl!ld the reglons around the dtlcs ofTrler 

and Kusel. These two dtles and the City o f ZwelbrOcken 

are the only points of entry lnto the lrradlated zone. 

The name SOX. a contraction of Saar-LOrralne­
LuXembourg. was colned ln the laie twentlethth cenrury. 

when the reglon began to es1ablish lrself as an economic 

cenier spannlng the natlonal bordersofGennany. Luxem­
bourg. and France. Though lt was offidally d1rlstened the 

Saar Speclal Leglslative Zone slnce then. most people stlll 

call lt the SOX. Others refer 10 Il a.s slmply " the Z.onc." 

>»»[Most Europeans v,ew the SOX as a d istinct 

·country." though Germany and France (whose territo­

ries make up the SOX) do nol. The following 1ex1 relates 
only to the German side of the Zone. The French side of 

the messis equally bizarre; the so-called · atomic punks" 
who actually live in the glow of Cattenom are très 

weird.)««< 

-Oeiter Oead-Eater (05: 10:23107-AUG-54} 

lmmedlatelyafter theûttenom dlsaster. mos1 people 
assumed that the massive radiation the mlshap released 

had mdde the area useless for mlllennla 10 corne. ln the 

2020s. however. rese,,rchers d lscovered the dlsaster had 

caused powerful astral turbulence ln the area. This rurbu­
lence 1s so strong that even the mlghtlest maglcal entltles 

c.an only remaln ln the area for llm lted perlods. Severa! 

megacorps qulckly establlshed sealed research lnstalla­
tlon5 ln the Zone. taklng advclfl1age of the lmpervlous 

maglCc\l barrler crea1ed by the ever-present turbulence. 

Others were c\ttracted to the area because they could 

conduct research wl1hou1 worrylng about c:auslng any 
hannful effects to 1he are.l's already dedmated e<ology. 

Rumor has Il that some corp5 even place researchers ln 

sealed habl1ats ln the SOX and relea.se them only when 
1hey have produced useful results. The German 5lde of the 

Zone conialns ,,bout 200 su.ch research or production 

faclll tles. mclflned by some 300.000 personnel. 
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>»»[The largesl labs are owned by Saeder-Krvpp (al 

St. Wendel), Ruhrmetall (at Merzig), and Ares Europa 
(below the remains of Volklingen). Guess what they 

research there.)««< 

- Philosopher (22:07:31/ 16-JUN-54) 

>»»[Weapons research is nol the only thing the corps 
are working on in the SOX. The Lao-Bernhardt labora­

tory al Wadern is wholly owned by AG Chemie. Vou 

could call their work "biotech." but ,llegal genet,c re­
search is closer 10 the truth.)«<« 

- Konwacht (1 1 :28:49/27-JUL-54) 

The Saar SpeclaJ Leglslatlve Zone also hosts the 
semlannual maneuvers and mllltary exerclse5 of various 

corporate armles. whlch are slowly but surely levellng the 
few buildings left ln the reglon s deserted towns and 

dtles. Addltlonally, about 2.000 corp guards ensure that 
no one enters or leaves the Zone wlthout a pass. Apan 

from much-lmproved air reconnaissance. the border re­

sembles the one that separated the Federal Republic or 

Germany and the German Democratlc Republlcdurlng the 
20th century·s Cold War. 

»>»[Ja. Here too, they shoot to kill withoul warn­
ing.)<«« 

-Old Man (23:18:15/ 13-JUN-54) 

The only people offidally allowed to enter 1hc SOX 
are the employees or the corps that own research and 

production fadlltles there. Not even confeder,ue troops 

or BIS agems have any official business ln 1he Z.one. 

WÜRTTEMBERG 

Knownas the SwltterlandofGermany. WOmemberg 

emerged greatly altered from the troubles of the early 
2040s. Wlth the secesslon of the Troll Klngdom of the 
Black Forest and the largely troll-and-ork Badenslan 

Palatlnate. 1he former state or Baden-W0ntemberg 10s1 a 

large chunk of ltS western terri tory 10 metahumans. 
The Swablaris. hlstorically dlvlded bctween Bavarla 

and W0memberg. welcomed the Badenslar, secesslon. 
An outsider unacqualnted wlth Swablan hlstory ar,d preju­

dlces. however. would be hard pressed to understand the 

sllent Joy wlth whlch many Swablans look bc,ck on the 
hlstory of lhc pasl decade. 

>»»(An' a good thlng. tool Them an' thelr fragglng 
·swabians keep working, while Badensians keep thlnk­

ing . . : They're all orks and trolls nowl)««< 
- Rommel Ill (10:13:00/ 10-NOV-53) 



Shortly after rhe Ba.denslan lands seceded. the fonner 
Ba.varian district of Swabla Jolned WOrttemberg. whlch 
more than compensated for the loss of the western 
provinces. To thls day. prosperous and lndustrlous 
Swabldns continue to bulld top-of-the--llne rlgged cars. 
cyberdecks, and orher hlgh-tec.h Items. 

For the past eleven years, a coallrlon of the rlght-of­
center CVP and the lal!>Se.2.-falre LOF P un der Prime Minis-
1er Josef B!Attle has govemed WOmemberg. from ail 
Indications. the comlng electlon wlll chdnge nothlng. 
whtch sults the largely prosperous dnd complaœnl dli· 
z.enry. 

WOmemberg s rel<11lons wlth nelghborlng 8avar1a 
have cooled markedly as well. malnly because ofllngertng 
Bavarlan resentment over Swablan support for the 
Franconlan seœ!>Slon ln 2045. Thal suppor1 fos-
tered close ries between franconla and 
WOmemberg. and the rwo Under are 

now building the Nordalb T ransrapld 
llne ro connect the WOrttcmberg 
capi tal of Stuttgart to the 
Franconlan c.apllal of Nuremberg. 

>»»(Ward is the Swabians 
want 10 make Stullgart the 
soulhem hub of the Hannover­
F rankf urt-Slungart and Ber­
li n-N uremberg-Stullgart 
transrapid lines.]<«« 

-Streetwizz (18:27:01/ 
12-MAA-54) 

»>»[Jus! you wait. Once the 
connection to ZOrich is up and 
running ... )««< 

- Rommel Ill (06:01 :11/ 
14-0CT-54) 

>»»[So lhe corp mobsters can visil lheir money 
without 100 much aggro?)«<« 

-Roland von Bremen (1 3:06:22/14-0CT-54) 

The megacorp lfMU (ln1ema1ional Vehldes and 
Mec.hanlcal Engineering Union). a plllar ofWOrttemberg's 
economy. malntalns headquarters at Stuttgart­
UntertOrkhelm. IFMU ls the only megacorp of any conse­
quence wlthln WOrttemberg and exerts conslderable 
Influence over the state govemment. 

»>»[IFMU owns the government.)««< 
-Streetwizz (22:09:23/23-JAN-54) 

Bec.ause IFMU has had the good sense to leave 
Swabla • s tradltlonal economlc structure al one. 
WOrttemberg has retalned lnnumerable small and me,-

dlum-slz.ed companles. Many of them famlly-owned. 
these companles tend to manufacture single product 
llnes. For example. fuchs GmbH ln the dty of Aalen 
manufactures almost ail Telekom charge meters. 

Tourism provldes WOmemberg wlth a second source 
of steady lncome. Not evcn Swlss lndustry has been able 
to klll the beauty of southem Swabla's Lake Constance 
(Bodensee). whlch continues 10 amaa 1our1sts seeklng a 
bit of unspolled nature. 

»>»(Right. The Bodensee is about as unspolled as a 
two-ecu joygirllJ««< 

-Deckjack (21 :38:21/1 2-0CT-54) 

>»»[You honeslly think anyone who can alford a 
waterfront cottage there gives two dreks about 

thal?]«<« 
-Elrond Silberchip (22:01 :57/ 12-

0CT-54) 

Other courlst destinations ln­
dude the Ulmer MOnscer cathe­
dra!. Neuschwansteln Castle. 
and the Allgau mountalns ln 
newly reclalmed eastern 
Swabla. as well as the old 
Hohem.ollem c.'\Stles ln the 
S<.hwAbtschc Alb range. The 
Hohenwllem c.astles shclter 
the graves of famous Pru551an 

klngs. 

>»>>[They were moved back 
there when Potsdam became part 

ol lhe Berlin sprawl. A really big 
celebration. lhat. with the chancellor 

anending and everythingl]«<« 
-Rommel Ill (09:46:22/21-FEB-54) 

»>»[The Fredericus Rex travelingsideshow. eh?]«<« 
-Roland von Bremen (09:52:44/21 -FEB-54) 

ln addition 10 Stuttgan (also known as the Metro 
Area). WOmemberg lncludessuch dtfesas Ulm. Augsburg. 
and Friedrichshafen on Lake Constance. Friedrichshafen 1s 
home to IFMU's Zeppelin works. whlch produces dlr1-
glbles for customers ail over the wor1d. Nearby. Germany's 
flrst large fusion Instal lation produœs power for the dty 
and hellum for the Zeppelin Works. 

»>»[ln 2038, the Lothar Spath got in the way of a 
dragon above lhe Black Forest. Full of hydrogen. lt was. 
Junge, you could see the flames ail the way 1n Munich 
and Pans!)<«« 

-Streetwizz (22:58:11/27-APR-54) 

GBIMANYIOIIUBOOI 0 



»>»{Hadn't they learned anythlng since the days of 
the Hindenburg?]««< 

-Stein ( 13:43:28/12-04-54) 

>»»[Yes, they had. ln tact. the Lothar Spath was the 
only airship using hydrogen at that lime, because its 
builders couldn't gel any helium. So of course the dragon 
had to roast thls partlcular zeppelin-a spectacular 
example of Murphy's law in action. 

tronically. the Hindenburgcarried hydrogen for the 
same reason.j««< 

-tdle Savant (13:52:10/ 12-04-54) 

W0memberg malntalns frlendly relations wlth the 
human-run German Lc\nder and les other European trad· 
lng parmers, and many Swab!ans regard Swttzerland as a 
model for thelr own state. ln fact , the members of one 
obscure Lantfr1dbund named after a former Swablan duke 
,1dvocate merglng W0memberg wlth Swlt:2.erland. 

>»»[Those Lantfreaks are ait owned by banks and 
corps.)«<« 

-Streetwiu (22: 12:23/10-JUN-54) 

W0rttemberg's laissez-faire economlc pollcy 1s en­
shrtned ln the stare's constitution, enabllng corps 10 

extend thelr control lnto ait areas of dally llfe. The constl• 

tutlon also guarantees ail humans the rtght ro freety 
practlce thelr rellglon. Not surprlslngly, W0memberg 
ceems wlth countles.s smalt rellglous sects commltted to 
enforclng thelr partlcular version of purlty. morallty and 
decency. Nowhere else ln Germany does the occaslonal 
lawbre._lker meet wlth such public hostlllty. 

»>»[He wouldn't be lalking of us. nowwould he?)««< 
-Streetwizz (22: 14 :07/l0✓UN-54) 

»>»(Surely not such law-abidmg ci11zens as us, al­
ter!!)«<« 

- Roland von Bremen (04 : 13:56/lO✓UL-54) 

Spotles.s Swabkl has a simple way of de._lflng wlth lts 
metahumans: lt folsts them off onto lts nelghbortng 
U\nder. When a well-known and trusted nelghbor sud­
denly beglns to sport orklsh fearures. the government 
m.lkes hlm a glft of a rall ticket to the Freudenstadt border 
st.)tlon. Of course. the govemment provldes the lndl· 
vldual wlth generous compensation for the property he 
must leave behlnd-usuaJly about one-thlrd of lts actual 

value. Of all the metarypes. only elves c.an expect any 
sympathy, provlded they have thelr ears surglcally al· 

tered, adapt to loc.al customs and lead quiet. unobtruslve 
!Ives. 
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W0rttemberg's most acrlve polldubs lndude the 
Christian K.nlghts (Rlner Christi), the aforementloned pr~ 
Swlss Lamf'rldbund. a multitude of purltanlcal Christian 
groups, and a few lalsse.z.-falre organlzatlons Rghtlng for 
even greater ·corp freedom: 

»»>[Definitlon of a puntan: a person who lives ln fear 
that somewhere, someone 1s having a good time.J««< 

- Raghnal (06: 12:30/1 0-NOV-54) 

STUTTGART (MID- NECKAR METRO ARIA) 
WOmemberg s capital. Stungart, lies ln the ldylllc 

Neckar River valley. Although lts lnhabltants call Il the 
"plex of woods and streams. · Stuttgart ls a malor lndustrtal 
center and contalns numerous lfMU factorles. The Incor­
poration of the towns of Ludwigsburg, Bletlghelm. 
Walbllngen, Esslingen. Bôbllngen. Slndelflngen. Hellbron.n. 
TOblngen. Reutllngen. and Gôpplngen have glven the 
MetroAreaapopulatlonof5.6mllllon,maklngltGe.rmany·s 
fourth-largest dry. lts official name ls the Ballungsraum 
Mlnlerer Neckar, or BMN. 

Desplte lts slze. Stuttgart boasts few cultural attrac­
tions. The dry fathers are much more lnterested ln the 
smooth flow of business than music, museums. or leam­
lng. Apart from T0blngen University at the southem 
border of the sprawl. Stuttgart supports few other cultural 
Institutions. The dry also has no m.,Jor newspa.per or 
trldeo station. 

»>»[And even Tüblngen·s pretty lightweight. inteltec­
tually speaking. They mostly research commercial appli­
cations for cybertech and magic.)<«« 

- Oeckjack B (22 : 12 :37/lO✓UN-54) 

»>»[What about the Cannstadter Wasen?)««< 
- Rommel Ill ( 14:09:52/10-JUL-54) 

»>»[What about it?]«<« 
- Roland von Bremen (20:10:10/10-JUL-54) 

Stungan contracts out police protection to a wholly­
owned subsldlary of IFMU. the StemSchutz (StalSecurlty) 
Company. This outflt brutally keeps even the roughest 
districts under control. Needless to say. no black market 
worth mentlonlng e.xlsts anywhere ln Stuttgart. 

»>»(A word 10 the wise, kumpel-lf you've 901 any 
brains al ait, NEVER refer to SternSchutz by their Initiais. 
Not ,n anyone else·s earshot, anyway ... ]««< 

-Streetwiu (17 :19:32/02-JUN-54) 

»>»[Sounds cozy tome. If they ever hold a champi­
onsh,p for the wor1d's most boring sprawl, l'd put ait my 
money on Stuttgart.)««< 

-Roland von Bremen (23:59:59/1 0·AUG-54) 



Îearure.s ITom the depths of he/1 found thelr 
own klngdoms ln the mlddle of Europe. 5.lùn has 
trlumphed. We h.ave descended lnto the DMk Ages/ 

--8rottier Gabriel (Gottfrled BuntJnger), SJ 

Metahumans are the numer1cal majorlty and hold 

conrrol over the govemment ln two German Uinder and 

two assodate States. These Awakened lands are the 
Grand Duchy of Wesrrhlne-Luxemburg, the Troll King­

dom or the Black Forest, the Duchy or Pomorya, and the 
Manenbad Co und 1. The latter two are not full L.Jnder, but 

assodated wlth the Alllance of German States, as pro• 

vlded by the Constitution of 2045. 

>»»(Let's get one thing clear right from 1he start. Not all 
German metahumans live within these Lander, nor are 
these states populated entirely by metahumans.)«<« 

- Prof. M. (22:56 :00/22✓UL-54) 

BLACK FOREST TROLL KINCiDOM 

This young sou thwest ern Land , known as 

Trollkônlgrelch Schwarzwald ln the original German, of­

fers c:1 homeland. shelter. and work to Germany's perse­
cuted trolls and orks. The German Alllance's flrst 

metahuman state, the Troll Klngdom of the Black Forest 
has become home to neat1y half or all German orks and 

trolls. for the remalnder. the Black Forest ls an almost 
mystlcal refuge where they can Rnd a welcome If thlngs 

go drastlc.ally wrong. 

»>»[The Black Forest is the butt of constant derision 
and attacks by · normal" human fanat,cs, but wlthout 11, 

metahumans in the rest of Germany would be a lot less 
resigned to their fate.)«<« 

- Prof. M. (00:21 :38/06-FEB-54) 

VIT AL ST A nsncs 
Populadon: 180.000 

Troll: 38% 

Ork: 34% 

Human: 21 % 
Other: 7% 

Per upfta lncome: f.C 2 1 .000 
Below Poverty Level: 38% 

M egiacorporate Afflllatton: 3% 
lduu.tton: 

Hlgh School f.qulvalency: 22.% 
University f.qulvalency: 14% 

The King of the Black Forest. Benhold 1. ls a former 
cltlLen of Frelburg 1.-vho helped found the Troll Klngdom. 
At 44 years of age. he has reached a remarkable longevlty 

for a troll. Perhaps lt ls the wealth or exper1ence from hls 

unusually long llfe that has helped hlm steer hls realm ln 

profltable directions. 

»>»(Especially since he was supposedly a tairly good 
shadowrunner in his day ... )<<«< 

-lnfomaster (22:49:01 / 14-FEB-54) 
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»>»[Fairty good? Jungchen, there won't be a better 
street samurai in thls centuryl]<<<<< 

- Roland von Bremen (22:56:31/14-FEB-54) 

Organlzed along feudal prtndples. the Land ls dl­
vlded lnto the duchles of Feldberg. Trlberg. and KJnzlgtal. 
ail of whlch lndude numerous smaller countles. The rfch 
and fertile Upper Rhine valley. lndudlng the capital dey of 
Frelburg. ls a Crown domaln and provldes the state 
revenue. Thedtysltsastrlde thevhal North-South autobahn 
from Karlsruhe to Basel. glvlng Frelburg strateglc Impor­
tance. 

>>>»(Nice source of toll revenue for those street rob­

berslJ««< 
- Rommel Ill (23:22:00/05-JUN-54) 

>»»(Just taktng care of the1r own. you drekhead IJ« « < 
- Roland von Bremen (4:25:53105-JUN-54) 

Though much of the Troll Klngdom ls lnhabiled 
almost exduslvely by ork5 and trolls. many of the Land's 
humans remaln ln the towns and villages of the Crown 
domaln. Mostly workers ln orchards and vlneyards, the 
humans have the legal status of royal wards; to harm or k.111 
one ls consldered a felony. 

>»»[This special status cannot hide the ugly truth thal 
they have almost no rights.)««< 

-Rommel Il l (09:22:11/04-OCT-54) 

ln addition to agrfculrure. the Black Forest gets much 
or lts lncome from tourism. ln winter as well as summer. 
hl king enthusl,'5ts enjoy holldays ln the forested hllls and 
valleys. The lncreaslng frequency of report:S of dangerous 
paranormal animais and hostile trolls and orks. however. 
may soon dlmlnlsh thls populartcy. Certain polltlc.al d rdes 
wlthln the Troll Klngdom would welcome an end to 
tourl.sm. desplte the loss of revenue. 

Unllke the Grand Duchy of Wesrrhlne-Luxemburg. 
the Troll Kingdom has few frlends. Most orher L..:'i.nder and 
nations regélfd the Black Forest as a dumping ground for 
bothersome metahumans. and would not 11ft a Rnger to 
guard King Berthold or hls Land agalnst trouble. Of 
course. the Troll Klngdom's preferentid.l treatment oforks 
and trolls over humans has not helped the trolls' Couse. 

>»»[Thal hasn·1 hurt them hall as muchas the King·s 
refusai 10 rent out his subjects cheaply for hard labor. 
The corps hate that.1<«« 

- Roland von Bremen (03:20:09/12-AUG-54) 
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DUCHY Of POMORYA 

The legal association between the German Alliance 
and the elves of Pomorya ls extremely loose. The associa­
tion treaty of 2045 lndudes a non-aggr~lon pact. dec­
laratlons of fr1endshlp, a smalt amount of ald. and provl• 
slons for easlng customs formall tles, ensurlng a rec'ISOn• 
ably free flow of goods. and establlshlng embassles to 
represent the cives abroad. Apart from the speclt1c provl• 
slons of the treacy. the new lords of the Baltlc Sea keep 
thelr dlst<1nce from the affalrs and troubles that be5et the 

rest of the German Alliance. 

VJT Al ST A TISTICS 
Popul.ùton: 180,000 

Human: 54% 
rn: 44% 

Other: 2% 
Per ûplta lncome: E.C 18.000 
Below Po'1erty Level: 45% by AGS standards. 5% by local 

standards 
MegAcorporue Afflll.ùton: 2% 
lduc.atlon: 

Hlgh School E.qulvalency: 35% 
University [qulvalency: 21 % 

The Duchy of l'omorya contc1lns the Islands of ROgen. 
Usedom. and Wolin, as well as the former state of New 
West l'omeranla 1ha1 lies nonh of the Rec.knltz. Treve 1. and 
Peene rlvers. The dtles Ribnltz. Demmln. Anklam, and the 
ferry port of SaBnln are the onty legal border crosslngs. 
Hlstorlc.ally part German and p.,rt Pollsh terrltory, the 
duchy was settled largely by cives. After ihe suc.c.essful 
rcvltallzatlon of the Baltlc Sea. numerous E.uro-War refu­
gees from l'ol,md. Russla, and the Baltlc states as well as 
addltlonal German elves flocked to Pomorya. 

Wlth thelr c.omlng, llfe rerumed 10 the villages that 
had become vlnual ghost towns slnce the de.ith of the 
Baltlc Sea. The cives brought rhe glft of llfe 10 a realm 
thought dead. and thelr joyful songs rose above the 
rooftopS>>BLOCK DE.LETfo lOMp<< 

>»»[Enough is enough. Must have been written by an 

ell.]<<<<< 
- Roland von Bremen (18:37:46/25-JAN-54) 

POMORYAN SOCIETY 
As a visible slgn of thelr lndependenœ. the Pomory,m 

elves have creclted a new sodety from old myths and 

traditions. 

>»»[That's one way of putting it. You could also say 
the se nostalgia freaks are stealing llke magpies--every­

thing down to names and fairy tales.]««< 
-Roland von Bremen (18:38:22/25-JAN-54) 



Unllke thelr cousins elsewhere ln the world. they 
have e.sc.hewed Celtlc legends ln f,wor of local Pomorlan 
traditions. For example. they created a new language 
from Pollsh and Gennan elements. llberally ml.xed wlth 
terms from varlous ancient Slavlc dlaleas. Place names. 
too. have largely reverted to ancient forms. The name 
Pomorya l~lr ls related both to the German Pommem 
and the Pollsh Pomon e. "land near the sea. and makes a 
flttlng name for an area so rtch ln water and Islands. 
lndeed. the sea lnterests the Pomoryan elves much more 
than the land. For them. the restoratlon 
or the Baltlc Sea s former weal th of llfe ls 
thelr prlmary reason for existence. 

»>»[I thought they had already revi­
talized it.)««< 

- lnfomaster (07:00:52/ 
06-SEP-54) 

»>»[Unfortunately not. They have 
made lile possible agaln. but il ,s not yet 
present.]<«<< 

- Elrond Silberchip (07:08:37/ 
06-SEP-54) 

The ground beneath thelr feet. on 
the other h,llld, recelves sc..mt ,mention. 
Wldc areas of Pomorya remain wilder­
ness forx\ken by m.1n and elf, lnhablted 
only by wlldllfe and paranormal anl­
mc,Is. Pomorya·s elves congregate ln 
Smélll seaslde vlll<\ges and ln the c.apllal 
city of SaBnln : most humans live ln the 
towns and cltles of Gora (formerly 
Bergen) on R0gen Island. Strelasund 
(formerly Stralsund). Greifswald (former1y 
Swlnou)scle). ,,nd Vlneta (formerly 
Swlnem0nde). 

Pomorya's rullng Duke Jarom,u Grelf 
has hls official resldence ln the capital. 
whlch ls on the shores of the Baltlc. 
There he presldes over the tlny govem­
lng councll. 

>>>»(His favorite residence Is said to 
be the nearby Kônigsstuhl. a coastal 
hilly region that offers a breathtak1ng view across the 
Baltic Sea.)««< 

- Elrond Silberchip (09: 10:00/ 17-DEC-52) 

Pomorya's four remalnlng towns are govemed by 
counts. Count Ratlbur Drelkopf rules Gora. Count Ladislas 
runs Strelasund, Count Kasimir Tymlnskl govcrns 
Greifswald, and Count Wratlslas Grelf controls Vlneta. 

»>»[Fascinating names, some of them. ln case any­
one Is lnterested. Dreikopf means Threehead, Greifswald 
means Gryphon's Wood, and Greil means Gryphon. Not 
sure if Tyminskl means anythIng. but Kômgsstuhl means 
Chair of the King.)««< 

- ldle Savant ( 17:42:05/04-NOV-54} 

»>>>(Anyone have any more tacts about these 
longears?)<<«< 

-Caramon (04:28:09/03-DEC-52) 

>>>>>[A few, all rumors. 1 can't guar­
antee the truth of any of it. Duke 
Jaromar is supposedly eco-romantic 
and a deadly enemy of all sea pollut­
ers. Sorne people claim he's a mage 
and a priest of 1he Great Mother. 
Rat,bur of Gora has a rep as a sell­
imponanl blabbermouth and poser. 
Ladislas appears to be a talented sha­
man and a so-called "black elf: His 
ancestors were supposedly Sint, or 
Roma. That's gypsies, for the uniniti­
ated. Kasimir Tyminski is a human 
scientist lrom Poland, and Wratislas 
of Vineta Is allegedly an elven racist 
who calls himself "Brother to the 
Duke.")<<<<< 

- Prof. M. (04 :55:22/03-DEC-52} 

>>>>>[But no one knows whether that 
tille denotes a true sibltng relationship 
or is just an honorific. Apart from that. 
why do you ask. Caraman?]««< 

- Elrond S1lberchip (05:32:02/ 
03-DEC-52) 

>>>>>[No comment.)<<<<< 
-Caraman (05:39:56/03· 

DEC-52) 

Among the counts. Wratlslas ofVlneta 
J_s partlcularly lnfluentlal wlth younger 
elves and those wlth a strongly elltlst 
bent. Havlng long vlewed Pomorya's 
human lnhabltants as a thorn ln hls 

slde. he has recently begun openly advocatlng thelr 
evlctlon wlth the goal of establlshlng a purely etven state. 
d tlng llr na nôg as a precedent. 

>>»>(They say he maintains close ties to Tir na nôg 
through discreet channels. One might almost suspect 
him of plotting a coup against moderate Jaromar except 
that Duke Jaromar ls a lellow elf ... )««< 

- Elrond Silberchip ( 17:55:00/20-MAY-54) 
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»>»[Any such action would do a lot of damage to 
Pomorya's own interests. An awful 101 of humans are 

active in environmenlal protection and biotech research. 

For example, Count Kasimir Tyminskl ol Greifswald was 
once Poland's leading aulhority on environmentally 

friendly genetic technologies.)««< 
-Prol. M. ( tS:05:35/20-MAY-54) 

So far. however. Couni Wratlslav ha.s not succeeded 

ln punlng hls lar-reachlng proposais lnto practlce. 

»>»[lnstead. he vents his spleen with petty chicanery 

against Polish fre ighters and the nearby city of Szczecin. 
He once destroyed 500 tons of food because it hadn't 

been grown organically enough lor his taste.)««< 

- Prof. M. (22:54 :22/16✓UL-54) 

»»>[They have other troubles with Poland. Pomorya's 

official state religion is pantheism, combined with the 

venerat,on of old local gods. The elves buill a temple at 
Kap Arkona and dedicated it 10 the gods of nature. Just 
the kind of thing that really sets the teelh of the militant 

Pohsh Catholics on edge.)«<« 
-El rond Silberch1p ( t 4 :52:23/27-AUG-54) 

MARIENBAD COUNCIL 

The Marienbad Coundl encompa.sses pans of Bavarl<, 

and Bohemla and has one of the loosest Internai strucrures 

of aJI E.uropean nations. Apart from the amorphous advl­
sory body referred to ln thls Land's name, there exlsts 

vlrru..1Jly nothlng ln the way of national govemment. 

According to the Treaty of rrague and the German Con­
stitution of 2045. the Coundl is a dient state of bath the 

Cz.ech Republic and the German Alliance. which togerher 

represent lt d lpiomatlcaliy and malntaln a modicum of 

lnvolvement ln lts affairs. 

»>»(Which means ensuring lhat the barons and petty 

kings can'l get their grubby little hands on missiles. 

fighter planes, or cybertech.J«<« 
- Prof. M. (18:00:26/28-AUG-54) 

Govemment wlthln the vartous constituent pans of 
the Cound l ls entlrely the locals' own affalr. Currently. the 

Marienbad Coundi consists of 8 klngdoms, 4 grand 
duchles. 4 countles, 7 baronies, 3 republics. 3 d ty· St<1les. 

and one revolutlonary people's republic. 

»>»[Two days ago, the people's repubhc was the 
Empire of Marktredwitz ... )««< 

- Prof. M. (19:35:21 /23-MAR-54) 

VIT AL ST A nsncs 
Popul.ttton: 80,000 (approx.) 

Human: 46% 
E.I~ 2% 

Dwarf: 24% 
Ork: 10% 
Troll: 14% 

Other: 4% 

l'er Captu tncome: E.C 14,000 
Below Poverty Level: 67% 

Mepco,porate AfflJladon: 19% 
Education: 

High School Equlvalency: 12% 

University E.qulvalency: 3% 

A ferodous deslre for lndependence ls the only thlng 

that unltes thls small nation. Wars. coups, and raids are 
such common occurrences that the caretclker govem­

ments ln Prague and Hannover cannot spare the tlme to 
put a sw1ft end to the constant confllct . The comblnatlon 

of the Coundl s polltlcal d lsarray and lts location on the 
borders ofThurlngla, Franconla, and Bohemla ha.s made lt 

the center for smuggllng maglcal products lnto Germany. 

>»>>[Just walch out, chummer; step off a forest !rack 
on the wrong side, and you may land in the m1ddle of a 

bloody border war Lhat would put any gang war in the 

Ruhr sprawl to shame.J«<« 
-Deckjack (22:00:00/01 -OCT-54) 

A Jokc ln the newsmag.u.Jnc Der Splegel desalbed 
the Marienbad Coundl as a tolerant nation lnhabited by 

lntolerant people.· Though amuslng. the qulp ls less than 
accurate. The bloody vendettas between 25 rulers have 

llttle to do wlth race and everythlng to do wlth the lust for 
power. The Coundl conslsts of 9 human, 8 troll , 5 or\(. 2 

dwarf. and I elf ruler who flght each other constantly over 

money. terrltory, and resources wlthout resortlng to racial 
prejudlce as a rallylng cry. ln fact. the Marienbad Coundl 
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ls among the most radally tolerant arcas ln Europe. 

This atmosphere of tolerance has made the Malfenbad 
Coundl attractive to large numbers of European Slntl and 

Roma. the descendants of lndlan Immigrants more com­

monly known as gypsles. Dlscrlmlnated agalnst else­
where. they tlnd a haven of sorts ln Marienbad. Upon 
reglstering ar the Bureau of Vlt,\J Statlstlcs at Marienbad 

and paytng a fiat. Mnu.1I tax rate of EC 500, they become 
dtlz.ens of the German Alliance and the Czech Republic 

just llke everyone else. The characterlstlc color of dtlzen­

shlp documents has eamed Mar1enbaders the nlckname 
"Redbooks. 

>»»(Ever heard of Gretna Green in Britain or the city 
of Reno. Nevada? At Marienbad, you can gel marned 

without a waiting period, as long as ail involved can 
prove their sentience. Age. race, gender, number .. 

. none of that matters. A divorce doesn't take any longer 
than a wedding: you register your dlspleasure with your 

present partner(s), and if you haven't changed your mind 
aher three hours, you're divorced.)<<«< 

-Prof. M. (09:02:56/22-JAN-54) 

The Coundl has a vlrtu<1lly none.xlstent economy: lts 
lnhabltants tend to spend any lncome they gain on petty 

warfare. The legendary wealth of some Marienbad klngs 

ls mostly exaggeratlon. though some hold conslderable 
property outslde Coundl terrltory. 

>»»(The King of Cheb, for examp!e, ls said to ho!d 
valuab!e shares in IFMU.)««< 

-Prof. M. (11 :43:27/18-FEB-54) 

What llttle !ndustry and agriculture exlsts c.an bcvely 
feed and supply the people. Large parts of the Coundl are 

polluted: several areas dllegedly harbor hostile. toxlc 
spirits. 

»>»(lsn't there talk about soma guys Who can contrai 

those critters? Thal would be quite a weaponl)«<« 
-Deckjack (20 :29:21 / 15-MAA-54) 

>»»(Careful, alter. If you know so much, you should 
know enough not to blab about it.)««< 

-Dances-in-the-Matrlx (20:32:3 1/15-MAR-54) 

WESTRHINE-LUXlMBURG 

The Grand Duchy of Westrhlne-Luxemburg covers 
the left bank of the Rhine between the Nahe and Rur 

RJvers. encompasslng the HunsrOck hllls. the Mosel and 
Ahr RJver valleys. and the Elfel hllls. The latter reglon ls the 

home of the Grand Duchy's largely dwarf population. 
followlng the unexpected eruptlons of the Elfel's numer-

ous dormant volcanoes ln the 2040s. the southem Ger­

man l..\nder were persuaded to grant metahumans nomi­
nal equal r1ghts, whlch eventually led to the development 
of a dwarf-controlled state. 

>»»[Boy, 1 wlsh I could talk complicated like 
that. . . )«<« 

- Roland von Bremen (16:05:02/31-MAY-54) 

ln the wake of the dlsaster many dwarfs and other 
metahumans from the South German States emlgrated to 

the Eifel and HunsrOck hllls. The surroundlng govem­
ments granted the dlsa.ster area lts lndependence ln 

2043. glad to Shed responslblllty for lts people. Adolphe 

Ill. helr to the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg. bec.ame the 
new reaim·s head of state. 

»>:»(lnteresting fellow. thls Adolphe. When he was 
born ln 2012, people thought h1m deformed from to the 
radiation that spilled over Luxemburg in the Cattenom 

accident. For the loss of his health and country, the 

French granted hlm the highest compensation ol ail 
lime. Rumor has it that he gets five to ten million ecus 

annually !rom them. If that's true, he is the main source 
of revenue for hls Land.)«<« 

- Prof. M. (23:09:21 /07-AUG-54) 

»>»(Sorne say he received a lot of cred on top of that 
for selling hls land rights w ithin the SOX to the 
corps ... )<«« 

-Roland von Bremen (05:32:32/14-AUG-54) 

œ - ' ....... . \ · .. 
-· 

G6MANY SWlCIBOOI( 0 







VJT AL ST A TISTICS 
PopulA1ton: 892.000 

Human: 40% 

Dwarf: 43% 

Troll: 11% 
Other: 6% 

Per Caplta lncome: [C 4 1 .000 

Below Poverty Level: 8% 
M egAcorpora_te Affiliation: 1 2% 
ld uc.a.tlon: 

Hlgh School [qulvalency: 61% 

University [qulvalency: 30% 

roLmcs 
The Grand Duke's power rests mosrly on the dose 

connections between hls prtvate monles and the Land 
finances. hls personal shares ln sevcral promlnent [uro­
pean and multinational megacorps. and hls connections 

to International hlgh soclety. Wherever the remalnder of 

the International jet set meets. Adolphe Ill ofWestrhlne­
Luxemburg ls a frequent guest. At least partly because of 

hls lnfluentlal fr1endshlps. the Grand Duchy enjoys favor­
able relations wlth almost all of lts nelghbors and wfth 

other [uropean states. 

Desplte the legendary d lllgence of her dwarven 

dtlzens. the economy of the Grand Duchy rests on small 

feet. 

»>»[That supposed 10 be a joke?]<«« 
-Roland von Bremen (22:09:56/04-JAN-54) 

Because the yleld from agriculture and animal hus­

bandry 1s lnsuffident even to rulflll local requlrements. the 
Land depends entlrely on export eamlngs and the Grand 

Duke s persona! fortune. Unfortunately. lt produces few 
exportable goods. The lncome from mlnlng tufa. basait. 
and other volcanlc rock. bonllng the minerai water from 

the numerous mountaln sprlngs. and the production of 

flne red wlne ln the Ahr RJver Valley have proven lnsuffi­

dent to cover the stubbom trade defldt. So far. lt ls malnly 
Grand Duke Adolphe s prlvate flnandal resources that 
have kept the Land prosperous. 

>»»[Sorne claim that Westrhine minerai water pos­

sesses magical properties. ]««< 

- Prof. M. ( 10:00:43/28-MAR-54) 

The capital of the Grand Duchy ofWestrhlne-Luxem­
burg ls Bad Neuenahr. Though the lava flows mlraculously 

spared the small. ldylllc Sl)<'I town of that name. the dwaris 
set up thelr govemment seat ln a fallout shelter bullt by the 

former fedcral govemment. This vast subterranean com­

plex sheltcrs the monarch and major govemmental bod­
ies. lt 1s also alleged to protect them even from gulded 

mlsslles. dragons. and magic of all klnds. 

0 GERMANY swœmc 

The constltutlonal monarchy of Westrhlne-Luxem­

burg lndudesa Landtag (state partlament) ln Bad Neuenahr, 
where the Rhlnlsh People's Party (Rhelnlsche Volkspartel, 

or RVP) and the ESP have kept each other at b.\y ln three 

electlons over the past flve years. This polltlcal deadlock 
makes the provlslonal prime mlnlster. Herr Karl Hammer 
of the RVP, unerly dependent on the Grand Duke's trust to 

hold onro hls position. ln smaller by-electlons. the USPD 

has been steadlly galnlng votes. 
Accordlng to rumors. the Freemasons of Westrhlne­

Luxemburg wleld conslderable polltlcal Influence. ln the 

years after the Awakenlng. many metahumans aban­
doned the establlshed churches that had scomed them. 

tumlng to more tolerant organlzatlons. Dwarf-s. espe­

dally, drifted toward Freemasonry. and these days make 
up almost half of Germany·s Masonlc communlty. 

»>»[Tuen agaln . they might just ldentily with old 

fantasy clichés ... )<«« 
- Roland von Bremen (14:54 :00/17-JUL-54) 

The Masonlc lodge known <\S Hiram zu den Zwel 
S.'\ulen (Hiram ac the Two Columns), headquartered <,t Bad 

Neuenahr. 1s sald 10 be one of Germany's wealthlest and 

most lnfluentlal lodges. Il enjoys a close relatlonshlp wfth 

hlgh-ranklng business executlves as well as politlclans; 
both Prime Mlnlster Hammer and Grand Duke Adolphe 

are sald to be members. ln fact. the Grand Duke allegedly 

holds hlgh rank wlthln the group. 

>»»[Thal gang is aise said to be up 10 its neck ln 

magic. especially alchemy ... ]««< 
-Streetwizz (21 :55:31 /28-OEC-52) 

Most members regard thelr lodge as a place 10 lind 

ald, comfort, and flnandal support ln tlmes of trouble. 
Most lodges accept only male Initia tes. or else allow only 

males lnto positions of Influence. Many Westrhlne dwarfs 
tend to keep thelr women subservlent. and the M.'\SOns 

are no exception . For example , >> FORCE 
OUETE:: t .SMp<< 

»>»(Sorry, but we really don'I need to suifer through 
a dissertation on the oppression ol lemale dwarfs.]««< 

-Streetwizz (02:22:17/19-MAY-54) 

»>>>(Care lul where you say lhal. mann. Ta some, your 
lamily jewels are at just the righl height for mining.]<«« 

-Grisle (20:18:56/20-JUN -54) 

rLAClS Of INTER.EST 
A discussion of lnterestlng localltles wlthln the Grand 

Duchy must begln wlth the Eifel rcglon. The volcanlc 
eruptlons of 2042 rurned thls pleasant. gentle hlll country 



lnto a desol.,te ,eglon h.111 of often blz.mre minerai and rock 
formations. For example, where the town or Gem0nd 
once stood, there now stretches a lava descn fllled w lth 
basait columns, c\ place remlnlscent of the nlghtmare 
visions or Hieronymus Bosch. 

>»»[Who the dev1I is he?)«<« 
- Roland von Bremen ( 13·09·33/03-JUN-54) 

>»»[Bosch? Mus1 be a system designer ]<«« 
-Streetw1u ( 14 00·00103-JUN-54) 

>>>>>[Ph1hstinesl)<<<<< 
- Prof. M. (1 1: 10 11 /09-AUG-54) 

The Mondtal. <lbove the former town of Adenau. 
rcsembles the surface of the moon 

»>»[Wh1ch makes 1t a favorite recrea11on spot for 1he 
We1se.)<<<<< 

- Prof. M. (23:54 .37/31 -MAY-54) 

uccept for a few MCc\S whcre small covens or the 
Welse are helplng to reforest the reglon by maglcal 
means. the volcanlc ground has not yet shown any 
,enewcd fenlllty lnste.,d. the [ lfel has bccome a magl­
ec,lly potem .vea nlled wlth maglCcll phenomena: the 
clemental power of the volcanocs has brough1 10 the 
surface minerais that exhlblt srrMgcactr1butcs. The reglon s 
alchemlsts pr1ze such stones Md pay generous prlces for 
them. 

The lova llows from 1he eruptlons d.\mmed up 1he 
Rhine abovc the mouth of the Ahr aJI the way 10 the town 
of l.dhnsteln. The entlre Neuwleder Beckcn, lndudlng 1he 
towns of Neuwled ctnd Koblenz. werc transformed lnto a 
lake that has become a favorite weekend destination of 
1reasure-<llvers. 

»>»(And finally ended the controversy about whelher 
or not to put the Kaiser monument backup al Deutsches 
Eck .. ]«<« 

- Prof. M (2 1.22.39/21 -OCT-54) 

The Grand Duchys 01her hlll reglon. 1he heavlly 
forcsted HunsrOck, offers much lcss spcetacular scencry 
than the Eifel. ln HunsrOck lies ldar-Obcrsteln, where 
dwarfs have made the town·s tradlclon,,I handlcraft of 
jcwclry-maklng almost entlrely thelr own Huns,0ck's 
woodcd si opes ,\Jso serve c\S a reac,\ltonal arca for nearby 
rrankfun. 

Westrhlnc-Luxcmburg boastS few c.ltles. The survlv­
lng population of the city of Luxemburg Red aner the 
C,wenom dls.\Sler. and the chies of Trlcr and KoblenL 
wereaba.ndoncd ln the w<lke of the Z042eruptlons. ln the 
nonhwest there stlll stands the d ty of Aachen. former 

capllal of the great Charlemagne. ,, tlme-honorcd source 
of legends about magic and other srrange occurrences 
1ha1 took place long before lhe Awclkenlng. S1a1lst1cally, 
lt ls the Ldnd s IMgest dty. Along with the nelghborlng 
towns ofWOrselen, Stolberg. Eupen. Kerkrade. and soon. 
Aachen ls ruled by a Gehelmr,,1 (prlvy coundlor) respon­
slble only 10 the Land govemmcnt. 

>»»[Believe it or not, th1s Gehe1mra1 1s supposedly 
Charlemagne h,mself, who has returned 10 his old cap1-
1al. The dwarfs suifer h1s rule because they couldn't stop 
h1m if they tned.]«<« 

- Destroid (23:21 :46/24-FEB-54) 
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Go from your f,1ther's l.&nd . . . to ,1 l.lnd, I shd/1 show 

ye . . .And I shA/1 ble$$ w ho b/e$$ thee, .tnd curse who 

eu~ thee. 

- 1 Moses 12: 1- 3 

ror cenrur1es. Vélr1ous blshops hélve ruled 1he reglon 
Mound 1he dtles of M0nsIer. Paderborn. ,\fld OsnabrOck 
<lS c.\ rellglous Refdom. Westphéllla todély remalns dghtly 
under Church control. glvlng the Germc\n AIII• 

,,nc.c ltS only rrue 1hcocracy. Conservatlve. 
dose-mlnded. and derermlned 10 shut 
ltself off from the res1 or the Slx1h 
World as much as possible. 
Westphalla remalns a closed so­
dery Thoseofuswhoare br1ng• 
lng you these Ries know llrtle 
,,bout Westphalla's lnner 
worklngs. but we present 
wh.,t we know and Whélt 
llttle we could ferret out. 
Wcstphalla ln ma.ny ways ls 
,, law unro lcself. a danger­
ous one for those who h.1p­
pen 10 be dlfferent. 

Westphalla had lts orlgln 
ln Mger and negtect Orlglllally 
lnhabl tants of Northrhlne• 

Westph.\lla. lts people felt sllghted 
by thclr govemment s conccnrr,lllon 
on the Ruhr area s problems. Though the 
farmers compk1lned loud and long. no one 
llstened. and ln 2013 leadlng polltlclans and dtl:iens ln 
the rural d lstr1cts or M0nstcr and Oetmold prodalmed ,, 
separate Land wlth the arch.1lc name or Wesrphalla. A 
year I,ucr. des pite vlgorous protests from the Northrhlne 
govemment at O0sseldorf. the federal Republic of Ger­
many formally recognlzed and acceptcd the new Land. 

>»»(You can tell the name Is archaic. Il Is wrinen 
-Westphalen· wllh a "ph." a d1s11ncuvely Enghsh spell· 
ing. whereas the name ot Westphaha In the Land name 
ot Northrhine-Westphaha is wrinen w1th a proper. Ger• 
manized "F" as in Nordrhe1n-Westfalen. ]<«« 

- Raghnal ( 19.25.03123-OCT-54) 

Westphalla s foundlng fathers wcre a mtx of Cathollc 
and Protestant farmers. The Cathollc Bishop or M0nster ln 
2013. Kl,,us Kleln-Schmclnck. scrvcd both communl1les 
well as ,\fl Imparti.li head or sta1e. His successor, Bishop 
Bernhard frelherr von Heerema.nn. was an ambl1lous 
polltldan who c.l,,lmed Ca1hollc precedence as Ir by divine 

rlght. 

>>>>>[HalleluJahl)«<<< 
- Sandmann (0 t ·38 ·52/24✓UL-54) 

ln hls Rrst ma)or actas Blshop­
Pre:sldent. von Hecremann ex· 

changed terrltory wlth Lower 
Sd.xony ln 2022. glvlng up 
the Protestant areas around 
the dry of Blelefeld ln ex­
change for the rradhlon­
ally C.,thollc tmsland re• 

glon. followfng rhe land 
swap. hc rumed ro lnte­

rlor problems. Under hls 
rule. Wesrph.,llahasdevcl­

oped the strictes, ,,n1l­
me1al\uman laws north of 

1he Main river. 

»>»[Lel's be taw north ot the 
equaIor.)«<« 

- Duke Oarkness (23 :47:11 /09· 
OCT-54) 

The r ree State or Wesrphall,, Is an lnnuentlal ,\C1or on 

rhc polltical scenc. drawfng lts power from les starus as 
Germany s brcadb.\Sket. We:stphc\11,, produces more théln 
one-1hlrd of all food consumed ln Germany. from the 
ramous !Muer Bcrnd bacon and sausage specl,\Jtics 10 
grecnhouse veget,,blcs and fruit to cheap soy-and·pro­
teln sludgc. The nclghbortng Land of Northrhlne-Ruhr. 
,\mong others, depends on M0nsterland lmportS for more 
1han héllf lts nutrl tlonal requlrements. 
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»>»[Thal allemale name for Westphalia comas from 
its capital cIty, Münster. Westphaha's religious d ictator­

ship makes the name partlcularly appropriate. Münster 

means m,nster. as in cathedra!)«<« 
-Prof M. {14.06:35f.30-OCT-54) 

»>»[Of course. they can only produce as muchas they 

do by an unsurpassed rape of nature Do any of you have 
the sllghtest rdea how many megahters of liquid manure 

are annually sloshed over the frelds by the porl< factories? 

What do the feed refinenes around Ungeny do with the 
01ly rema1nder? Questions like that are why elves hke me 
get shot there.J«<« 

- Elrond Silberchip 

(04 56 :42/23✓AN·54) 

POLITICS 

Wesrphc,lla s state pari la­

ment ( Landt,\g) ls elected by all 

resldent humarrs. but recil power 

lies ln the hands of 
MOnscert.md s wealthy farmers 

and rhc German Cathol lc 

Church. The r1ch farmers own 

the greenhouses. meat facto­

ries. vase plg. poultry. and c.attle 

farms. and all other proAtable 
producers of foodsruffs. The 
terms ·meat baron· or feed 

baron· often used c\S nlckncvnes 

for such farmers refer to the 
power they hold through eco­

nomlc control of such valuable 

resources and also 10 the ries 

mcv,y of them have to long -

establlshed famllles of rhe mlnor German nobl!lty 

»>»(l.Jke the ruhng brshop. Fre1herr von Heeremann. 

"Freiherr" means he's a baron.)<«« 
- Raghnal ( 11 :42:13102-NOV-54) 

As for the German Cathollc Church. lrs pr1esrs have a 
surpr1slng degree of power over the people. They belleve 

and teach thelr congregatlons that the Lord created the 

flighcenlng Slxth World to test the falthlul. and th.li 

MOnslerland wlll deAnltely pass thls test thanks to lts 
dlvlnely lnsplred Bishop-President. 

His cmlnence. Cardinal Bernhard Frelherr von 

Heeremann. combines both these power groups and hcls 
held hls position as WesrphaJl.l s spiritual and sccular 

lec1der for more than thlrty years. As the Lands precml• 

nent prlest c1nd meat baron (wlth persona! ownershlp of 

elght INge feederfarms). he Cc\n rely on the suppon of 

both ofWestphalla's malor power bases. ln fact. hls status 

as Bishop-President of Westphc,lla and chcllrman of the 
Chambcr of Lords (Herrcntag). the Landta.g chamber 

reservcd for the rlchest lc\ndowners. has brought 

Westphalla s ,\gr1cultural lndustry 10 lts prcsent position of 
power 

Westphallél s reléltlons wlth almost a.li the othcr Lc,nder 
dre rescrved. The l.c'\nder gladly accept Westphalla s pro­

duce whlle pr1vdtely derldlng lts popery. and WestphaJla 

ln tum regMds most outsiders as godles.s. Only les rel<,. 
tlons w1th 8.lvdrld are cordial; w1rn~ the rreaty WcsrphclJI,, 

recently slgned agreelng to supply &varia wlth food-
production tedlnology. 

Relations wl th West ­

tphalla s southem nclghbor ,Vld 

rival. Northrhtnc-Ruhr. hcwe 
rec,ched il tense pcc1cc ilfter 

years of quarrellng provoked 

by the basic d lfference ln wortd 
vlcw berween dty folk and 

prosperous farmcrs. Two Is­

sues remaln controverslal. The 

Arst lnvolves the Transrapld llne 
runnlng across Westphalldn 

1err11ory from Dortmund ln 

Northrhlnc-R.uhr to Btelefcld ln 

the North Germ<'\11 Lcaguc. The 
second 1s a low-grade 1err1to­
rlal d ispute ln the Sauerland. 

The Transrapld llne 
p.uses through Wcstphdll<, 

wlthout any stopover. ,,nd 

Bishop -President von 
Heeremann demands enor­

mous payments from both 

Northrhlnc-R.uhr and the North 

German Lcague for protectlng the llne from terror1st 
att,Kks. The other rwo Lc\nder r1ghtly regc\rd thls demMd 

as extortton. dnd at Arst refused 10 p.,y. Two days ilfter 

Northrhlnc-Ruhr relected the Arst demand for such pay­
mcnt. the Westpht1ltan govcrnmenr removed pollce pro­

tection from the llne. dtlng c\ shortage ln personnel. 

Wlthln hours of the pollce wlthdrawal. unldentlRed terror­

lsts blew up rwoofthe transrapld fines plllars fortun,'lely. 
no one was hurt. Slnce that tlme. however. Dortmund has 
not mls.sed a payment. 

»>»[Mann. that's the drrtiest piece of blackmail be­

tween nerghbors l've ever heard ofl)«<« 

-OeckJack (21 05:57/31 -MAY-54) 

»»>(ldeahs11c fool.J««< 

- Roland von Bremen (22: 1 Q·33/31 -MA Y-54) 
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The subdued terrltorlal dispute slz.zllng ln the 

Sauerland. located southeast of the Rhine-Ruhr sprawl. 
const,mcly rhreaten.s to Rt1re lnto a larger conftlct Most of 

the Sauer1,md s lnhclbltan15 ,ue conservarlve and Cathollc 

llke the Westphallans Vlewlng thelr reglon c\S the 
Rhlnel,md s last colony. the leaders of a growlng local 

movement are demandlng union wl th Wcstphi\lla. Need­

lcss 10 s.,y. Wcstphall,, would be only 100 happy 10 galn 

1crr1rory at lr.s rival s expense. 

»>»[Problem Is. mosI of the 
Rhine-Ruhr megaplex·s water 

supplycomes from t.he Sauer1and 

Dusseldorf couldn'I cade the 
Sauerland aven 11 11 wanted 10 
Anybody remember back ,n '48 

when Munster blocked the supply 

from the Haltem reservo,r for two 

months because of a so-called 
technical fa1lure? About 2,000 

people dIed of IhirsI in 

Recklinghausen and Gelsen­
kirchen because 1hey couldn't a f­

iord 10 buy botlled water )«<« 
- Prof M ( 13·56:23122-

FEB-54) 

Outslde of Germ,,ny. 

We.stphalla h..\S Ils Wt\rmest rela­
tions wlth such strongholds of 

polltlcal Cclthollcism as Poland. 

Croatl,,. and Spain. ail of whlch 

have embassles ln MOnster 

SOCIETY 

WestphallM thlnklng can be 

summed up ln the old ddagc. 

Wat de Bur nit kennt, ddt frett he 

nit (A farmer won t c,11 wh.,t he 
docsn't know). This w,,ry mcntal­

lty h,\S sh,,ped every aspect of 

21 st-centuryWestphallan society. 

lt takes most people " long tlme 
to overcome thelr n,11ur,,I suspl­

cion of ,mythlng new. rorcMmplc. 
cybcrlmplants are consldered cx­
tremely suspect by the church and. 

wllh very fcw exceptions. Me pro­

hlbltcd. 101 one legal bodyshopexlsts lnallofWcstphalla. 
Although cosmetlc chMges uslng cyberlmplants .uc not 

officially prohlblted. Ihc Church conslders Il one of the 

seven deadly slns to undergo such a proccdurc ,,nd does 

not conslder excommunlCéltlon too strong ,, punlshment. 
Attitudes towMd met"hum.ms are lust ,\S bad. If not 

worse Most Wc.stphall"n hum.,ns consldcr dwarfs and 

0 GIRMANYSIMIICEBOOIC 

orks unnatural abominations. and the govemment co• 

crces them lnto le,wlng whenever possible. üvcs. feared 

"5 ccologlcal rroubletTW<ers "5 well as for 1hclr metclhuman 

nature. may not enter Westphalla and are lmmedlately 
expelled If by chance they are natives. Only trolls rccelve 

the sllghtest con.slderatlon . and very sllght lt ls. Bec.ause 
of the Ir slze and strength, thcsc met,,hum,,ns have,, smalt 

d,ance of ftndlng low-paylng 
lobs ln ,, meat factory or per· 

haps as " dockworker ln " 
coastal port. work rcqulrlng 

cnormous strength. 

>»»(Just as long as you·re 
piousanddecent,andyourheart 

is pure. .drekbrél!ns~««< 
- Roland von Bremen 

( 18·56:00121 -APR-54) 

>>>>>(Hey, Junge, that 
sounds as 1f you're talking from 

personaJ experience.)<<<« 
- DeckJaCk ( 19·21 :37/21 · 

APR-54) 

»>»(Usten. boy. the origi­
nal Bramer Roland isn't ex­

actly on the small sIde. Sat1s­

lied?J««< 
- Roland von Bremen 

(20 01 ·29121 -APR-54) 

Though m,,glc: ls suspect, lt ls 

,Kcepted wlthtn scrlngent llm­

ltS Aner ycars of hedglng and 

ambivalence, MOnster Univer­
sity founded a dep.,rtment of 

what le c:..\lls thcurgy ln 2041 

DeRnlng theurgy as white. 

'God-fearlng hermerlc m,,glc. 

the School of Theurgy clllows 
the surprlslngly numerous 

maglcally talented West ­

phallans. known as Spôkcn­
klekcr, to tr.-.ln thelr ,,bllltles for 

the service of the Church and 

the greater glory of God. The 

actions of all other mages are 
severely restrlctcd Sh.-.mans and wltches. for example. 

are consldcrcd bl,\Sphemers. and may not enter the L.1nd 

The unlverslty s long-stcmdlng fome h.\S made rhe 

Westphallan capital of MOnster a major dry Other 
Westph,,llan dtles lnclucle Osn,,br0ck. known for lrs llb­

eral "rtltudes ln comparlson wlth les nelghbors: plous and 
conserv,ulve Paderborn. the pon of Papcnburg: and nu-



merous feedcorp headquarters whose owners prefer liv­
ing ln old mansions or moated castles fltted wl th modern 
luxur'les. 

»>»[ln wrath at mankind ail forlorn, God created 
Paderborn.]«<« 

-Roland von Brem en (04:22: 19/03-SEP-54) 

PAPEN BURG 

Westphalla's remarkable economlc power allowed 
the Land's rulers to bulld a glant habitat at the mou th of the 
E.ms River. wlth a port vlslted by ships from abrœd as well 
as by German vessels. The Münster govern-
ment named lt Papenburg. after a ne.1rby 
town that sank beneath the w,wes 

ln 201 1. 
Wlth ,, population 1ust 

under a quarter of a mil­
lion lnhabltants. of 
whom 98 percent 
are human. Papen­
bu rg 1s West ­

phalla's most 
Important clty 
save Münster. 
Varlous we,,1-
thy meat bar­
ons and the 
clty govemor. 
who bear:s the 
archalc tl tle of 
'Orost.' l lve ln 
the restrlcted dis­
trict of Kaper­
naum. The ,,ctual 

habitat lncludes a 
few towns founded 
on the nearby main­
land. 

Papenburg·s main 
frelght and ~nger port lies at 
the town of Ludgershaven. named 
after an anclent. local saint. from 
Ludgershaven. Westphallan produce ls shlpped over­
seas. and lt ls here that the hlgh-tech goods recelved ln 
payment enter the Land. P,1S.Senger trafflc ls qui te sparse. 
not surprlslng glven Westphalla's suspicion of outsiders. 
The heavlly guarded Portus Christi ln Ludgershaven ls the 
war port of the Westphallan Coast Guard. 

»>»(Fortunately, the Coast Guard amounts to all of 
live torpedo boats, ten hovercraft, and a few small 

vessais.]<<<<< 
- .fr.of. M. (21 :03:00/10-MAR-54) 

»>»(Careful there, kumpel. If you had botthered to take 
a peek into the Vulkan order lists. you woU'ld have seen 
th ree light cruisers- the Gabriel, Michael, and Raphael­
destined for Papenburg.]«<« 

- Roland von Bremen (06:47:24/30-OCT-54) 

Papenburg's existence. let alone lts prosperlty. raises 
slgnlAcant questions about the sources of the money for lts 

construction. The Land has nelther trade rev­
enues nor any other monles ln suffi. 

dent surplus to fin,,nce a hablrnt of 
Papenburg s slze. Speculatlon 

as to the habltat's lnvestors 
ranges from anonymous 

forelgn b.1ckers or the 
M«Ra to treasure 

troves rescued 
from the sea. 
The Westphal-
1 an govern ­
ment has llttle 
to say about 
Papenburg. 
credl tlng lts 
prosperlty to 

' the grace of 
God and the 

dlllgence of the 
people.' 

>>>>>IMe , I 
heard something 

from a mate who 
got into one of the 

Münster finance files. He 
said they·ve got something 

cailed the St. George's fund, 
chock- full of ecus. Apparently, it's 

the hoard of a dragon lound dead in 
the Teutoburg Forest. The thing had been dead for 

centuries, and somebody stumbled by chance over its 

hldden lair.]««< 
- lntomaster (15:09:56/07-APR-54) 
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ZJlou thlnk you're hot, c.hummerl Come to Ber­
lln, ~~d let's uke •look•·' wh.tt you'Ve got. .. 

-M&nickMAn 

FACTS AT A CiLANCE 

Someone once sald. ·Never cru.St a statlstlc you 

haven't forged yourself: and the words mlght have been 
wr1tten espedally to descrlbe Berlin. The dty's fluetuatlng 

population 1s made up mostly of Berllners who refuse to 

be counted and make flerce offers to cause bodlly harm to 

the official asklng the question. Under these d rcum­
stances. the followlng data was Impossible to ver1fy: take 

Il wtth a block of sait. 

City Area: Covers an ldeallz.ed dlameter of 65 km. sur­

rounded by a waJI 

Popu!Atlon: S. 7 mllllon (approx.) 

Human: 40% 

Elf: 11% 

Dwarf: 10% 

Ork: 26% 
Other: 13% 

Popul&tton Denstty: 2.340 per square kllometer wlthln 

the dty center 
AnnUAI Per CAplta lncome: EC 33.600 

Popui.tton Bdow Poverty Level: 1 5% 

»>»[That's an extremely low estimate. Nice try, 
boys.]«<« 

-Drivin' Mona Lisa (18:10:24/12-APR-54) 

Corpor.ate Affllladon: 27% 
FeJonlous Crtme Rate: No stat1stlcs avallable 

»>»[Thars right. No one has the cojones to ask what 
people do for a living, bul we can assume that at least one 
in three makes it by on illegal activity. But hey- without a 
police force. whodecides what's a crime in Berlin?]«<« 

-Orivin' Mona Lisa ( 19: 18:20/ t 2-APR-54) 

lducadon 

Hlgh School f.qulvalency: 43% 

University f.qulvalency: 1 7% 

□ lilRMANY soœœmc 

»>»(Have you ever seen a Berllner's job application? 
Ali the diplomas and publications people claim wlll make 
you diuy. You can buy diplomas and other "education 
documentation• on every Berhn slreet corner for just a 
few ecus, and no one in the world can say they aren'I 
authentic. Why should anyone cram. if he can qualify as 
a ·university grad" by paying for it?)««< 

-Professer Z. (20: 11 :32/12-APR-54) 

CiEmNCi THERE 

Travel to Berlin. whether from lnslde Germany or 
outslde. can be an adventure. The old saylng that gettlng 

there ls half the fun: takes on partlcular1y Ironie meanlng 

for thls anarchie dty-state. 

BY CAR 
Tour1sts planning to vlslt Berlln should avold travel· 

lng by car. as the roads around and ln the clty have not 

seen a repalr crew for many years. Advenrurous travelers 
comlng to Berlin by automobile often use the historie 

lnterzonenautobahn: though thls ro.,d resembles a Aeld 

track more than a hlghway. lt glves the prospective vl!>lror 

the feeling of havlng traveled bock ln tlme to the prevlous 

century. 

»>»[Especially if 1heir vehicle's suspension isn·t really 

up to the challengelJ««< 
-Stermul (08:27:58/ 1 0-MAR-54) 

BY PLANE 
Air trclvel offers a comfonable and reasonably safe 

alleffi<ltlve to drtvlng. desplte the occaslonal unexplcllned 

crash over Berlin. 

>»»[The risk of a crash is fairly small, unless you use 
AOL-Fly. Stay away from thal airline, chummer!)<«« 

- Pinguin (13:22:12/16-MAR-54) 

»>»[The airline has nothing 10 do with 11. lt's the 
planes, 1 tell youl)««< 

- Dick Techl ( 18:07:32/22-MAY-54) 



»>»[You're all POM dependentl Where do you 
drekbrains gel your data? From state archives? Don't 
make me laugh. 1 thought everybody knew about that 
weapons shlpment that hlt Berlin awhlle back. Mostly 
ground-to-air missiles, or so they say.]««< 

-Mari< Apache (21 :12:56/28-MAY-54) 

B\' TILT WING 
Anyone wllllng to pay for ,1 fast. safe, stress-free 

joumey should conslder rentlng a tl lt· 
wlng hellcopter. Before planning such 
a trip, however, get landlng clearance 
from one of Berlln's alrport authorltles: 
anyone landlng ln Berlin outs Ide of the 
alrports stands a good chMce of never 
needlng landlng dearance agaln. Ber­
lin alrport authorltles lnclude reprc­
se n ta t Ives of Saeder -Krupp at 
Tempelhof Alrport: United Alrport 
Corporations (LIAC). a cooperatlve of 
varlous alrllnes that contro ls 
Schônefeld Alrport: and Luft-und 
Stadtverkehrsgesellschaft Berlin (L &. 
S-VGB) . Air and City Transport Com­
pany Berlln,atTegel Alrport. Beaware 
that these authorltles plck and choose 
who they allow onto thelr alrflelds. For 
example. Tempelhof only accepts 
Hlghts arranged by corporations that 
malntaln a genernl landlng-rlghts 
agreement wlthl Saeder-Krupp. 

B\' RAIL 
Travelers can reach Berlin by two 

dlfferent trains: Transrapld E.xpressand 
conventlonal hlgh-speed rall. An ln­
expenslve alternative to Hylng. t'he 
Transrapld, or E.CE. (EuroClty Express), 
trains fly along so fast that they blur 
the conaete jungle beyond the train 
wlndows lnto a psychedellc mael­
strom. The wlndow panes are of 
Flachglas'"' quallty, whose manufac-
turer daims they wlll wlthstand direct hlts from anti­
personnel rounds. Though Transrapld Busters (a nlckname 
for the bored chlldren of rlch parents) used to klll lime 
almlng polntblank shots at the trains, the new wlndows 
have spolled thelr fun. 

The underground passage beneath the wall that 
encloses the whole of Berlln to protect the d ty from 
"destructive elements· ls an expertence ln ltself. 

»>»[Ah, but whom does the wall protect?]<«« 
-Pinguin ( 14:07:30/08-APR-54) 

One moment, the train ls above the surface, chumlng 
along under the slate-gray sky: the next moment, the train 
plunges lnto the dloxln-polluted ground. The waJI. a llght 
gray llne chat one gllmpses dlmly from the corner of the 
eyc. appears for a spllt second: twoseconds later. the train 
stops for ten minutes ln Gatow, whee.tlng and rattllng as 
If lt powered by an anclent mechanlcal englne. 

»>»[Our gentle writer seems to be channeling the ldol 
of Pulp Fiction.]«<« 

- Krleger-san (03:53:30/ 12-
APR-54) 

Gatow lsoneoftwo Berllnstops 
for the maglev train: the s<econd ls 
below Tempelhof Alrport. Travelers 
who wlsh to reach the clty center or 
other destinations wlthln Berlin can 
travel by bus or U-Bahn (under­
ground) from elther stop. 

Those travellng wlthln the Ger­
man Alllance unwllllng or unable to 
spend 200 nuyen for a Transrapld 
ticket from. say, E.ssen to Berlln, ecm 
book passage on the Bundesbahn 
hlgh-speed rallways. The oonfeder­
ate govemment malntalns thls ex­
tensive rall network across Germany, 
and tickets cost half the prlce of 
Transrap ld far es. However, the 
Bundesbahn Is much slower and 
somewhat less safe. The govemment 
does not guard lts trains. ,,nd so rhey 
olten pose a temptlng target for 
thleves. A rraveler on the confeder­
ate rall Unes may enjoy lelsurely travel 
aaoss a counnyslde Hlled wlth awe­
lnsplrlng vlews of the polluled land· 
SCè\pe and the sc.ordled rulns of aban­
doned rowns. enllvened by an en­
counter wlth train robbers If he ls 
supremely unlucky. 

>»»[Vou think lhat's worth risking your hump for? Me, 
1'11 jus t spend a few nuyen more and ge l some 

peace.]<<<« 
- Marrlck Man (15:28:45/28-MAY-54) 

ON ARRIVA! 

Upon arrivai at one of Berlln's three alrportS or the 
Gatow Transrapld station. forelgn vlsltors wlll undergo a 
thorough document check before the Berlln authorllles 
allow them to proceed. Aboard planes and trains, alr1lne 
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personnel and rail crews check entry papers as AGS law 

requlres: anyone entering by tllt-wlng cannot get landlng 

dearance unless he holds a green card. 

DOCUMlNTATION 
forelgners who wlsh to enter Bertin need a valld 

passport or equlvalent travel document. such as an entry 

visa. As ls true everywhere else ln Germany. every 

forelgner approved for entry recelves a green c.ard as well 
,, guest card requlred by the Berlin Councll. However, 

aflé\rchlc Berlin lacks a OJStoms or other ,,uthorlty to check 

up on forelgn vlsltors: entry wlthout a guest card ls easlly 

,\Ccompllshed. and once wlthln Berlin. thls same lack of 
govemment authorlty practlCL'\lly encourages people to 

pltch thelr green card. ln fact. not havlng a green card 

makes for a safer stay ln Berlin: the card Identifies the 
bearer as an outsider. whereas a lack of lawful ID lets 
vlsllors blend ln wlth Berlln's dtlz.ens. More to the point 

than ,,n 10 c.ard ln Berlin ls an AVIP (A Very lmport,,nt 

Person) card. lssued by the megacorps as an entry permit 

to corporate endaves. 

»»>(Where would citizens gel lawful ID? Berlin has no 
such antiquated trash as a passport office. ll's anarchy, 
mannl]<<<<< 

-Funky Peter (16:09:55/12-MAY-54) 

Because lts vlrrually non-existent law enforcement 

cannot regulate travel and entry. Berlin has become a 
favorite home base for 

dublous characters who 

manage to pass through 
the rest of the AGS wlth· 

out a green card. Many 

lndivlduals ln Berlin can 

and do produce any klnd 
of plastic or papers a vlsl­

tor mlght deslre. for a 

prtce. The dty's prof-es• 

slonal forgers use top­
of-the-llne equlpment: 
thelr handlwork ls vlrru­

ally lndlstlngulshable 

from the real thlng. 

PUBLIC TllANSPORT 
Berlln's U-B.ahn (un­

derground) network ls 
one of the blggest sub-

ways ln the world. 

>»»[Notice a trend here? Most things in Germany 
seem to end w1th the suffix · -est." as in "blggest." 
"fastes!." and so on.]<«« 

- nnker (20:51 :28/12-05-54) 
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>»»(Particularly interesting when you consider that 
members of the German anarchist movement put this 
document together. By all appearances, they seem to be 
a falrly nationalistic bunch; a rare sight these days. My 
fellow Americans reading these files should recognize 
that the German anarchists are not the same as the Neo­
anarchists we know and love.)<«« 

- Tailor (08:38:30/12-6-54) 

No spot wlthln the dty lies more than two hundred 

meters away from a U-Bahn entrance. The star-shaped U­

Bahn network aeated more than one hundred years ago 

stlll operates. supplemented by a second network con­
structed ln 2009, flfty meters below the flrst one. City 
planners orlglnally lntended to make thls new network 

much faster and more comfortable than the original. 

thereby allowlng lts managers to charge hlgher rares and 

tum a profit. The network's modemlz.atlon was never 

completed. but the Berlin U-Bahn now runs faster than 
equlvalent systems ln any other German dty. This fc1ct ln 

ltself may be of no Importance: o ther cltles' systems are 

often so bcld that anythlng ls an lmprovement. 
Countless escalators and walkways connect the two 

U-B.ahn systems. whlch allow travelers to qulckly reach 

any p.,rt of the city. Desplte the convenlence lt offers. 
native Berllners use the U-Bahn less frequently slnce 
slghtlngs of ~,rth spirits wlthln the tunnels bec.ame com­

mon. City authorltles (such as they are) responded to 

dtlz.ens' fears by postlng guard-mages on the U-B.ahn 
dur1ng rush hour. but the 

hlgherfareschargeddur­
lng ·mê\glcally protected 

travel tlmes" dld llttle to 
make the trains more at­

tractive. Though the 

earth splr1ts hclve proved 

more annoylng than clan· 
gerous. travelers should 

beware of gangs and 
other crlmlnals who 

daim the tunnels as thelr 

territory. Tlmetc1blesand 

llne maps are avallable 
at any of the 23 Travel 

International stations lo­

cated throughout Berlin. 
Untll recently. 

Berlln's bus system was 

stlll comp.lrable to the 
safer U-Bahn of a few decades ago. These days. 70 percent 

of the buses are out of commission at any glven tlme 
because of trafflc accidents and breakdowns. The bus 

companle.s cannot repalr the exlstlng vehlde.s or acqulre 

new ones fast enough to malntaln service. but thls makes 



llrtle dlfference to the average Ber11ner. Most Ber11ners 
forced to use public transport 11de the bus ln favor of the 

U-Bahn. no matter how far the cranky machlnery and non­

existent schedules tax hls or her patience. 

»>»(lnteresting aside for tourists: Berlin is the only 
German cily that uses double-decker buses on regular 
routes.)«<« 

-ldle Savant (00:34:10/3-NOV-54) 

Berllners stlll travel by prtvate cars. apparently wllllng 

to face always chaotlc and frequently llfe-threatenlng 

trafflc. Around the tum of the century, street traffic ln 
Berlin approached terminal grldlock: the suspension of all 

traffk laws dur1ng one of Ber11n's per1odlc 21 st-century 

upheavals allowed the process of natural selectlon to 

lessen the chaos somewhat and prompted the evolutlon 
of trafflc patterns lnto thelr current state. 

Maneuverable. heavlly armored vehldes domlnate 

the dty streets of 2054. machines runed to perfection by 

thelr owners and apparently dr1ven by suicidai manlacs. 
Though Berllners treat thls danger as a part of normal llfe, 

vlsltors should not attempt to drive a car ln the dty. 

Anyone unfamlllar wlth the Benin trafflc gauntlet runs the 

r1sk of loslng hls llfe to the next car man lac derermlned to 
add another klll stlcker to hls door. 

Berlln's omnlpresent taxlcabs provlde a convenlent 

alternative to dr1vlng oneself. Llke cab drivers every­
where. Benin cabbles know the dty llke the proverbial 
backs of thelr hands. and almost always dellver thelr 

pas.sengers safely to thelr destination. 

»»>(Any conven1-educated young ladies who decide 
to grab a cab are advised to wear industrial-strength 
earplugs; Berlin cabbies express their feelings about 
bad road conditions and ·sunday drivers· in no uncer-
1ain terms.)<«« 

- Twisted Blister ( 10:08: 10/08-AUG-54) 

However. vlsltors to Berlin should 11s ten carefully to 

local advlce agaJnst the dty's vat1oU5 ·cab-gangs.· These 
gangs operate llcensed cab services and know the clty 
better than anyone, lndudlng ail the shortcuts no sane 

dr1ver would take. Thelr juvenlle tendency to play chlcken 

wlth rival cab-gang drivers places pas.sengers ln great 

danger, as do the lnfrequent outbursts ofvlolence caused 
by one ganger poachlng on a rival gang's turf. 

TIME 
Ber11n tlme follows the same reckonlng used through­

out the AGS. but only the mergacorps use Tokyo Stock 

Exchange Time (TSET). 

CURRI.NCY 
Berlin lacks a standard legal tender: deutsche marks. 

ecus. and nuyen all drculate throughout the dty. Most 

Ber11ners accept nuyen reluctantly, and ecus only under 
certain condltlons. Rather than uslng currency. most Ber­
liners favor payment ln klnd; a no-obllgatlons Introduction 

to a thlrd party. Information. and other services are ail 

accepted more readlly ttkm cash of any klnd. 

RECENT HISTORY 

Though wracked by troubles before the E.uro-Wars. lt 
was that series of evenu that preclplt,lted Berlln's sllde 

lnto anarchy. The RuS5lan air as.saule agalnst Berlin ln 

November 2032, followed by months of llght-lnfantry 
wartare. devastated large areas of the clty. However. the 

vlctor1ous RuS51ans found Benin as d lfficult 10 domlnate as 
had thelr Communlst predecessors. German and Pollsh 

forces defendlng the dty, supported and supplled by 

Berlin-based corporations. held the Russlans to the clty's 

eastem half. 

»»>[Il appears that one of my fellow professors­
turned-anarchist con1ributed heavily 10 this ra1her for­
mally worded file. Stick with it. though-the lnfo is worth 
scanning.)<<«< 

- Raghnal (09:21 :21 /15-MAY-54) 

The N/ghrwralth Incident ln January of 2033 brought 
an end to the flrst phase of the Euro-Wars. but Berlin 

remalned occupled by German. Pollsh, and bogged­

down Russlan forces throughout most of that year. The 
threat of the great lslamlc Jihad srrlklng lnto E.urope 

through the vulnerable Balkans changed the rules of the 

game. lur1ng the RuS51ans out of E.ast Berlin and Poland to 
redeploy on the southem front wlth lslamlc Turkey. 

Germany's rolish allies rerumed to thelr newly freed 

country to asslst ln the relocatlon of rerumlng refugees. 

Germany's federal forces also left Berlln 10 cope wl th the 
waves of refuge-es floodlng Germany from the besleged 

Balkans and those l.slamlc states not lnvotved ln launchlng 

the Great Jihad. Taklng advantage or the chaos created by 
the war, ethnie m lnor1tles and metahumans fled the 

republlcs of the former Soviet Union ln lncreaslng num­

bers to sett1e ln Berlin, the Rhine-Ruhr megaplex, and 

Hamburg. 
The E.uro-Warsand thelrcon.sequences monopoll.z.ed 

the attention of the German federaJ govemment for many 

years. Left 10 ltself. Berlin sank lnto a moras.s ofvlolence. 
corporate machlnadons. polltlcal str1fe. and social dys­

functlon. Though Berlin made a herolc effort to return to 
normal operat1ons followlng the Ru.sslan wlthdrawal. wlth 

multlnatlonal and national corporate fundlng of the Euro­
pean Restoratlon lnltlaJly maklng up for the German 
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govemment's neglect. social and polltlcal wai contlnuecl 
to rage ln the streets. The secesslon of the southem 

German 11\nder from the rest of Germany ln 2038 made 

the federal govemment even more determlned to com­
pletely Ignore Berlin and the events wlthln lts walls. 

The escalatlng conflla came toa head overwhat non­

Berllners mlght see as a trivial set of circumstanœs. Early 

ln 2038, a few radical. left-wlng srudent organlzat1ons at 
the three Berlin unlversltles organlzed massive strlkes and 

protests to demand lmmedlate lmprovement of teachlng 

conditions and an end to exarm they deemecl unralr. At 
the venerable Humbolt UnlversltAt. much of the protest 

revolved around unlverslty pollcies th.1t srudents be­

llevecl were deslgned to offset tuitlon fosses by forcing 

srudents to remaln ln school longer. 
The protests at Humbolt took a partlcularly vldous 

rum. The unlverslty presldent trled to slt out the str1ke, but 
was forced to resort to tougher measures when hls office 

recelved a package contalnlng the severecl ears of several 
profes.sors who had eamed the radical srudents' Ire. He 

hlred private securlty forces to ciear occupled c.unpus 
buildings. but these forces retreated after meeting defeat 

ln several bloody sklrmlshes. 

The escalatlng confllct ln Berlin drew scores of polltl ­

c.1l devlants to the troublecl city from the surroundlng 
counrryslde, thelr ldeologles ranglng from monarchlsm to 

neo-fasclsm to anarchlsts of every Imaginable hue across 

the polltlcal spearum. Berlln's lncreaslngly nervous law­

abldlng cltlzens reacted by movlng out of Berlin to the 
surroundlng towns, dlsparaglngly called the 'Downlands 

by modem-day Berllners. The dlstracted and overbur­

denecl city govemment could control the rlslng civil 
unrest only ln certain are.as, wlnnlng meager vlctorfes ln 

battles near the districts of Kurfllrstendamm and SchloBallee 

through brute force. Eventually, urban warfare was ac­
ceptecl as the normal state of affalrs ln Berlin: the national 

mecllc1 relegated reports of the ongolng violence to the 

back pages. Only the lnhabltants of Bertin stlll felt the dally 
Impact of the contlnulng strlfe. 

The natlonal as well as the clty govemment wllllngly 

playecl down me cs1sls ln Berlin. When the wortdwtde 
Nlght of Rage ln febl'Uèlry of 2039 brought severe raclst 

attacks agalnst metahumans across the globe. the Berlin 
govemment selflshly hoped that rlslng xenophobla mlght 

end the city's trouble by unltl ng all the current combatants 

agalnst a common, metclhuman enemy. lnstead. the 
rebels alllecl themselves wlth the Bertin anarchlsts. a 

group whose membershlp conslsted mostly of 

metclhumans, to form the Berlin Anarchlst Movement 
(Anarchlstlsche Bewegung Berlin, or ABB). Racism gave 

thls new organlzat1on a worchy foe to Rght. Spurrecl on by 

the Nlght of Rage. the radical rlght-wlng Humanls Pollciub 

and slmllar racist movements began to conduct thelr 
bloody hate railles ln broad dayllght. The anarchlsts and 
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the racists almost lmmecllately dashecl ln one of the most 
brutal confrontations Bertin had ever seen. 

After a flve-day civil war far worse than the vlolence 

of all the precedlng years. the anarchlsts handecl the 
Humanls Pollciub a crushlng defeat that effectlvely de­
stroyed lts Influence ln the city for the next fourteen years. 

Not satlsfled wlth slmply drtvlng out extremlsts, the 

vlaorlous anarchlsts next chose to attempt total polltlcal 
reform. They forced Berlln's acting mayor and hls encire 

cabinet to abdlcate and bumecl das Rote Rathaus, the recl­
brlck city hall. to the ground. 

Havlng brought down Bertln's govemment. the rebels 
wlthdrew to the Schôneberg city hall for the now-lnfa­

mous Schôneberg Consultations. Alter 23 ddys. durlng 

whlch not one word of the discussions reachecl the clty 
outslde, much less the general public of Germany. the 

anarchlst commlttee waJkecl out of city hall and pro­
clalmed Berlin ' the grearest experlment ln the hlstory of 
the anarchlst movement. The anarchlsts resclnded all 

democratlc laws. repladng them wlth the nnaJ Law that 

proclalmecl anarchlsm as the basls of public llfe. They 

strlpped the Bertin Councll, once the clty's supreme 
leglslattve body, or lts powers and reclucecl lt to a slmple 

coordlnatlng body for city services. Under the name of 

Treusorgende Hand" or Devoted Trust (a pun on the 
govemment agency Treuhc1nd, set up ln the 1990s to 



privatlz.e the East German economy after German reunltl­
catlon). the anarchlst commlnee privattz.ed all publlc 
Institutions. Postal services. sodal services. publlc rrans­
port, and even the pollce were elther dlsbanded or 
restructured and rumed over to private concems. 

>»»[The corporations. 1 mighl poinl out. were more 
than happy 10 see Berlin dissolve in10 conlrolled anar­
chy. What better place 10 operate in?)<«« 

-Uncle "A" (02:10:14/ 12-JUL-54) 

»>»[The non-native, multinational megacorps with a 
presence in northern Germany were pleased. Corpora­
tions such as Saeder-Krupp, however, were not. Al· 
ready funneling billions of ecus inlo the European Res­
toration, lhal corp was and still is displeased by Berlin 
dissolving inlo chaos. Il appears Lotwyr does not belleve 
ln anarchy.)<<«< 

-Krelger-san (03:20:28/09-AUG-54) 

»>»[Lofwyr. 1 suspect. ls more of a totalitarian lhan an 
anarchist. Anarchy runs in the other part of his fam­
ily .)««< 

-The Big ·o· (02:20:18/12-AUG-54) 

»»>(Chummer, you got bang-bangs jabbing al the 
wiz-worm like thatl Hope you got a deep hole to hide 
inl]«<« 

-Wiuer Wee (10:29:19/14-AUG-54) 

>>>»fYes. Do you?]<<<<< 
- The Laughing Man (21 :02:03/ 15-AUG-54) 

These upheavals sent Berlin lnto a state of chaos 
exceedlng even the worst predlctlons of the staunchest 
skeptlcs. The Parte! der Radlkalen Anarchie. or Party of 
Radical Anarchy (PdRA). the most radical group ln the 
ABB. llved up to every anarchlst expectatlon of lts mem­
bers: the PdRA's determlnatlon to permit no govemmen­
tal structure of any klnd led to renewed street Aghtlng and 
violence. Such unabated radlcallsm soon led to dlffer­
ences w1thln the ABB. whlch formallydlstanced ltselffrom 
the PdRA wlthln a few months of Bertln's revolutlon. After 
the spllt. the ABB developed lnto Bertln's most promlnent 
polltlcal force: the Neo-Anarchlst Polldub (NAP). 

North and South Germany watched the suddenly 
ungovemed Berlin area suspldously, but took no action 
when lt appeared that Berlln's anarchlst revolutlon would 
not spread beyond the rebullt Berlln Wall. The South 
German Uinder eventually came to vlew the walled dry 
as a cheap. self-regulatlng lntemment camp for ·undeslr­
able· metahumans. 

Desplte the chaos resultlng from lts a.lmost non­
existent govemment. Bertin refused to stagnate. Though 

no dry govemment regulated llfe ln Bertin. an unspoken 
code of conduct developed among lts dtlz.ens and prlvate 
organlz.atlons. New morals and dependendes developed 
alongslde rejuvenated fashlon trends and popular culture. 
Attracted by thls new vttallry. corporations began to 
lnvest ln the dry agaln. enlarglng endavesalready present 
and foundlng new ones. Berlin of 2054 Is lnAuenced by 
megacorporate business, but malntalns lts absolu te poll tl· 
cal freedom. Though too chaotlc to mesh comfonably 
wlth the rest of the German Alllance. Berlln ofters a 
functlonlng structure to those llvlng lnslde lts anarchlst 
system. 

STUDY IN ANARCHY 
Many people conslder that the state of anarchy 

precludes power: If no one ls ln conrrol. then no one 
po.ssesses true power. This adage does not apply to 
Berlin. Dependlng on one·s point ofvlew, Berlln appears 
as a shlnlng ex.m,ple of a functlonlng, anarchlst soclery or 
a wamlng agalnst a lalssei-falre govemment and corpo­
rate polltldans. Regardless of one's vfewpolnt, publlc llfe 
ln Berlln functlons falrly smoothly, though no one really 
understands why. 

The concepts espoused by North Amerlcan-sryle 
Neo-cmarchlsts have llttle place ln the Benin power struc­
rurc. ln Ber1In. Neo-anarchlsts Me just one group amon_g 
many; polltlcal lnterest groups. polldubs. gangs. and 
megacorp lobbylsts abound. all part of the mysterlous. 
amorphous power structure generally known as the ·nux· 
or ' f•State: Anyone trylng to accompllsh anythlng ln 
Berlln must use the vagaries or the Flux cmd lts participants 

to hls or her advantage. 
Who one knows Is more Important ln Berlin than 

anywhere elsc ln Germany. and perhaps ln the world. 
Unllke most polltlcal organlz.atlons. whlch seek to estab­
llsh and preserve the status quo. Berlln's anarchlst groups 
work to keep the power structure ln a constant state of 
change. Whenever a shlft ln the power structure seems 
llkely to establlsh a status quo. the rest of Berlln's powers­
that-be sprlng lnto action 10 ellmlnate the threat. Any 
lndlvldual or group recognlz.ed as Bedrohung des Status 
F (BSF). or a threat to the f•State. lmmedlately anracts the 
efforts of all other groups ln Berlin to strlp lt of lts power. 
Under such a system. only a true polltlcal mastermlnd can 
hope to bulld a Rrm power base wlthout attractlng atten­
tion. but the constant shlft ln alliances and rlvalrles de­
slgned ro promote the F-State makes such polltlcal ma­
nlpulatlon almost Impossible. 

»>»(Hey-isn·I a constant slate of flux also a form of 
status quo?)«<« 

-Stermul (10:10:10/ 14-JUL-54) 
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The es.sentlal feature of the F-State ls the bal<111ce of 

power between Berlln's polltical and social groups. The 
dey draws lts v ltallty from the stro11g conftlcts of ldeology 

and lnterest between the.se groups: only those who stay 

on the wlnnlng slde at a.li tlmes through constant tactlcal 

maneuverlng have any chance of achlevlng thelr persona! 
objectives. Though anarchy theoretlcally offers the best 

possible representatlon to all socio-polltlc.al groups of 
society because lt sets no rules. many groups and lndl­

vlduals stlll attempt to secure a permanent power base to 

ensure power over others. 
To accompllsh anythlng ln the f -State. groups and 

lndlvlduals must form tempornry coalltlons and alliances. 

Such alliances rarely last for any length of tlme; a perma­

nent co.'\Jltlon would represent an unacceptable power 
base. and every group outslde the coalltlon would work 

actlvely for lts defeat. As few legal bodies exlst 10 help 
anyone or any group promote a glven lnterest. the f -State 

ls the only way to Influence public llfe. Even antl-anarchlst 
groups w111 dedare themselves savlors of the f -State If 

they sense a profit ln lt. 

>»>>[The F-State is the best rumor and intrigue mill ln 
Berlin. 11 1 could turn lies and mlslnlormatlon lnto money, 
l'd be the richest woman in the city.)<<«< 

- Nakaira Sander 44 (20:03:33/28-JUL-54) 

>>»>[For those of you who couldn't gel your head 
around the babble above. 1 present the condensed 
version. Power in Berlin is dispersed among many 
groups, corporations. individu ais, and other power blocs. 
Change In the stratification of power is mandatory; any 
group in a position of real power for any prolonged period 
of lime may find itself the target of the rest of the F·State. 
Members of the F-State do enter into temporary alli­
ances and coalitions in order to knock someone aise out 
ol power, but run the risk of becoming targets them­
selves if their power bloc remains active for too long. 

Real power in Berlin is achieved at an individual 
level, based on who and what you know. A few Berllners 
have considerable politlcal power held in reserve to be 
focused where needed and then dispersed before the F­
State can react. A dynamic environment, to say the 
least.)«<<< 

-Colonel Dôrn (03:20:18/24-NOV-54) 

>»»[And the Colonel would know.]<<<<< 
-Krieger-san (20:19:39/28-NOV-54) 

Adaptablllty became the most Important social trait 

ln the new Free Oty of Berlin. Those who could adapt to 
the clty's changed d rcumstances soon dlscovered what a 

marvelous opportunlty thls vlrtually lawtess envlronment 
provlded to further thelr persona! lnterests. The megacorps 
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adapted partlcular1y swlftly, perhaps because many of 

them were used to playlng fast and loose wlth the law. 

lndeed. the megacorps' lack of respect for legal nlcetles 
gave them a leg up on more consclemlous small busl­

ne.sses when the legal barrlers to the mlsuse of data 
dls.,ppeared wlth the anarchlsts' one bold stroke. 

Contrary to what mlght be expected, the dlsappear• 

ance of the laws regardlng mlsuse of data dld not lncrease 

the Incidence of unauthorlz.ed entry lnto megacorporate 
databascs: hacklng actually went down because of the 

concurrent legalll.c:ltlon of formerfy prohlblted defenslve 

meMures such as black IC. Even before the revoit. every 
corp had some spedatlsts ln thls area on lts payroll. 

However. the prohibition of such devices had forced the 

megacorps to use black IC sparlngly and rely on less 

effective. but legal means of protectlng thelr data. The end 
of the legal restrictions allowed the megacorps to use and 
lmprovc the black IC already ln place. This made small 

buslnesses. whlch had kept fal thfully to legal means of 
data protection. easler targets and so more vulnerable to 

data theft: no patent remalned sale untll publlc:at lon, and 

small buslne.sses found lt lncreaslngly difficult to bulld or 

malntaln a technologlcal lead. 
Information became Berlln's Instrument of power. 

flxers. lnformers. and deckers found themselves ln great 

demand: every group recognlzed that thelr services could 

tlp the scales of the r -State toward one group or another. 

>>>>>[This is news? Children are born knowing that 
information is everything. A boui time everybody grokked 
thatl]<<<<< 

-Funky Peter (23:33:28/ 15-JUL-54) 

POWER STRUCTURE 

Though the Berlin Councll remalns as a de jure 
polltlc.al platform and has a certain responslblllty for 

coordlnatlng privately run clty services, Information bro­

kers such as lnformers. deckers. and ftxers from vruious 

lnterest groups hold the bulk of the power ln Berlln. 

BERLIN COUNCIL 
The Berlln (Quncll (Berliner ~t) remalns the clty's 

only conventlonal pollt1c:a.1 body. reduced by the Flnal l..lw 

to provldlng a platform for open dialogue between Berlln's 
varlous lnterest groups. To ensure that thls polltlc,,J plat­

form does not become a new govemment. all coundl 

functlons are redlstrlbuted among lts members every six 
months. 

Because anarchlst phllosophy refuses to acknowl• 

edge the coundl as a permanent organlz..atlon. lt cannot 
use the trapplngs of an establlshed govemment. No 

govemment securlty force surrounds the cound l's small 

administrative bulldlng or glant congress c.enter, nor do 



coundl membel"$ rate speclal securlry. Theoretlcally. ev­
ery councll member may draw funds for pr1vate body­
guards from the councli bank Berliner l«'\S.Se. But bec.,use 
lt has no Internai revenue service to generate operatlng 
funds through taxes. the coundl depends on donations 
from Berlin resldents. ln pr,Ktlce. thls me,ms the coundl 
marks lt c'5 a red-letter d,,y when money ,Ktualiy ,,ppears. 

Aslde from the Berlin Coundl. all service organlz.a­
tlons ln Berlin are prlvately owned. Every so often. the 
polidubs or megacorps try 10 take covert control or the 
dry's services in order 10 grasp a grea1er measure of 
power. but none or these attempcs succeed. lnformers 
pald 10 do nothlng but snoop lnvarlably tumble 10 the 
scheme for whlch 1hey are belng pald 10 act ,1S the 
v,,nguard and publidze lt. conslstently cre,ulng a massive 
bac.klash agalnst the offendlng group. 

»»>Il remember one attempted coup, about three 
years ago. Sorne "democratic" splinter group. definitely 
corp-sponsored, tried to cow the anarchlsts through an 
assassinat,on campaign. Needless to say, the anarchist 
groups blew them purely to hell.)««< 

- Pinguln (23:53:43/28-JUL-54) 

The attempt that came the closest to ,, succe$Sful 
coup to date took place ln 2048. when the elven Meaters 
brothers arrlvcd ln Berlin to est,1bllsh a tochold ln the 
market for thelr family alrllne. Enlistlng the aid of certain 
offld,,ls at the Tempelhof and Tegel alrports, the brothers 
hlred skllled dec.kers ,,nd qulckly plled up remarkc1ble c.ash 
reservcs. Over several months. they coordlnated control 
of counc.il seats, hlred ,,n army of specl,'\J operatlves. ,,nd 
lmported a crack dwarf mercenary unit from thelr home 
t...,nd to storm the gates of the clty. An Informer wlthln the 
bro1hers· organlzatlon pald one of the deckers 10 splil the 
whole plot. and the Meaters brothers ended up dead ln a 
steamer trvnk. 

RXERS 
Berlin fixers work freelance: their c.,pltal conslsts of 

thelr persona! contacts wlth lnnumer,ilile gangs. polldubs, 
and corpora1e man.1gers. A successful fixer personc:'\Jly 
knows hundrcds of Important or useful people. è\nd use~ 
hls own lnformers 10 stay ln touc.h with curren1 events. 

»>»[Stay ln touch? The average fixer knows news 
faster than all of Berlin's radio stations put together. Stay 
in touch-talk about understatementl)«<« 

- Hermes Areo (23:13:02/18-MAY-54) 

>»»[Yeah, and most of lhat information could make a 
balloon floatl Fast. maybe, but badly researched.)««< 

- Nakalra ( 18·13: 16/24-MAY-54) 

»>»[Jealous. eh? By the lime you folks find the scene, 
everyone with any idea of what's going down has beat 
teet. Our inlormalion is true and hot: why do you think so 
many stations buy our news? Hmm?I]<«« 

- Hermes Areo (02:23:38/25-MAY-54) 

INFORM[RS 
Sorne lnformers work for one client. who provldes 

ordel"$ 10 lnflltrate sped flc organlzatlons. Major corpora­
tions and polldubs plant lnformers wlthln every other 
org,mlz.atlon they cons!der Important 10 1hclr business or 
agenda. 

Other lnformers work freelance. lnflhra1lng organlza­
tlons or powerful drcles whose pl,m.s mlgh1 be worth 
money to vcH!ous ln1erested pc,rtles. Freelance lnformers 
sell thelr lnformculon 10 everyone wlth the approprlate 
prlce. Bec.ause the open market sets the prlce for freelance 
rx1yda1a. Il often cornes chcaper than exclusive Informa­
tion. 

People who need Information from a varlety of 
sources usually prefer 10 bvy 11 on the Street. freelance 
lnformers tend 10 be more flexible ln the way they do thelr 
job. and rarely blow their covcr. On the other hand, 
freelance lnformers are more llkely to spread false or 
lncomp!e1e news If needed 10 guarantee payment. be­

cause they do no1 depend on the good gr aces of a slngle 
employer. 

»>»[False or incomplete news ,s the leasl of the 
problems. They'II sell you out for the slightest profit il they 
see the chance 10 make soma money Keep clear of 
these people!]««< 

- Nakaira ( t6:13:11/02-JUL-54) 

O[CK[RS 
Dcckers came lnlo existence ln Berlin wlth the lncep­

tlon or the Matrlx. The enormous number of megacorps ln 
Berlin makes the clty seem a foots p.1radlse of data a1 flrs1 
glanc.c. A second look reveals the potentlally lethal data 
protection measures made possible ln Berlin by the lad< of 
restralnlng laws agalnst klller IC. Glven the extrc,ordlnary 
h,uards or thelr profession. Berlln's freelance dec.kers IIVe 
secrctlve lives. hldlng thelr p.11hs ln10 the Matrlx wlth 
greal c.,re. 

The megacorps also employ an unusually hlgh per• 
centage of dec.kers. These corpor.ue wagesl,wes use all 
the 1,ues1 technology. lncludlng state-of-1he-c1rt combat 
programs. Needless to say. some of these deckers apply 
thelr corporate-bestowed goodles to persona! freelance 
prole<ts. 
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LAW AND OROER 

Bcrlln's approach 10 law and order 1s unique among 
1he dtles of the wortd. Crime ln Berlin does not exlst: 
Berlin has no laws 10 bre,\k. save for rhe anarchlst­
prodalmed Flnal Law whlch states that no lndlvlduaJ or 
org,mlz.atlon sh,\11 make or enforce generally accepted 
rules or accumulate slgnlflC<mt power. This law, the foun­
darlon of anarchy. ls the only legal blll ln force wllhln the 
dty of Berlin. 

»>»[T o all citizens of Bertin: Herewith, the Revolution­
ary Committee declares anarchy to be the official state of 
the Free City of Berlin. Henceforth, the settlng of rules and 
regulations of general validity will be considered high 
treason, as w1II the accumulation of power in the hands of 
an individual or group of persons. The only official body 
will be the Berlin Counc11, which will restrict ils activities to 
coordinating services and interest groups within the city. 
Ali c1t1zens of Berlin are empowered to eliminate any 
person gu11ty of breaking this Final Law. )<«« 

-Matrix Entry: The Final Law ( 19: 19:42/ 
11 -AUG-54) 

Offidally speaklng. Berlin has no laws safeguardlng 
1he rtghts of rhe lndlvlduaJ. Ali cltlz.ens musl defend thelr 
own rlghts. gdlnlng temporary ,\Id from w homever they 
can persuade 10 thelr cause. Even If a majority of the 
population conslder.; a dtlz.en's demands jus11Aed. he or 
she must bulld an effective coalition or sente for short 
shrlft. Whether flred wllhou1 just cause, double-cros.sed 
on a business deal. or robbed on the srreets, each Berliner 
musr fend for hlmself. 

Nelther do laws exlst to protecr the Innocent or 
ensure rad,,1 equdllty. for example. If someone chooses 
10 collec1 rroli scalps ,'5 a hobby. no public outcry accuslng 
hlm of vlolatlng the law wlll stop hlm. Such a person can 
only be s1opped by vlgllante Justice from those under 
am,ck. 

Vigilante Justice most often takes cwo forms: revenge 
by members of the group under attack. or retaliatlon by 
hlred secur1ty forces. Berlln's racial mtnor111es have an 
espedally strong sen.se of communlty 1hai demands 
lnstMI retaliatlon, and these groups wlillngly set asldc 
mlnor enmltles for the duratlon of any vendetta. Individu­
ais wlthou1 such group support must retallate uslng hlred 
secur1ty forces. rhe strength of the retallarlon dependent 
on how much the offended party CM afford 10 pay. No 
spedal securlty enforces 1he Flnal Law: none ls needed. 
Anyone brecichlng lt lmmedlately draws the attention of 
all power blocs ln Berlin, who ser about brtnglng the 
perpetrntor down. 

Berlln's police force. dlssolved durlng the prlvatlutlon 
of dey services ln 2040. found a niche ln the new securlty 
market. Prlvate d tlz.ens, who often live outslde Berlln's 
corporate enclaves, found they needed bodyguards to 
movc about freely. At flr.;t. ex-cops worked for thelr new 
employers as lndlvlduaJ contractors. but as the demand 
for guards ,md SfT!. (SelbstJustlztrupps. or vigilante reams) 
grew, they began to btlnd together lnto securlty compa­
nles. 

The meg,\Corps use thelr own securl ty-and-order 
te,uns (SOTs) to protect the Ir lnst,\llatlons and regulate llfe 
wlthin the end,wes: these troops enforce corporate law 
and prosecute Internai crlmlMI aclS. Regular SOTs rarely 
oper,,te outslde the endaves. though a few speclally 
rralned agents among them work as nxer.; and lnformers. 
Policlubs provlde exceptlonal securlty for thelr leaders 
and supponer.;, drawlng enforcer.; from tough street 
gangs of a slmllar ldeologlcaJ bent. ln addition 10 provld­
lng person.'11 securlty for polldub supponers. the gangs 
also provlde general security dl polltlcal rallies and serve 
as bodygu,vds for speakers on the Berlin Coundl, 

Organlzed crime holds some sw,,y ln Berlin. but the 
polldubs and megacorps offer crlmlnaJ organlutlons 
tough opposition. Attempts by the Russlan Mafia to 
extend lrs network lnto Berlin met wlth dlsmal fallure, as 
the lntended vlctlms ofltS lntlmldatlon campalgn showed 
a dlsconcerting wllllngness to retum Rre. 

MEGA CORPS 

As the u1pl1al dey of German y and later the only non­
Communlst outpost ln Communlst last Germany. Berlin 
hdS ,1lways played host to several well -established corpo­
r,1tlons. Though conditions have changed conslderably. 
the Free City of Berlin stlll acts as a magner for the 

megacorps of 2054. Anarchist Berlin offers megacorps 
total freedom ln whlch to operate, and several corps have 
Rnanced glgantlc endaves there ,'5 hcadquarter.;. Berlln's 
specl,11 flair offers an almost lrreslstlble attr,\Ctlon to many 
s.1larymen: the corporate endaves provlde employees 
wl1h living space. shopping. and entertalnment ln the 
mldst of a vibrant. colorful dty. 

As unllkely as lt m,,y seem, Berlin s polltlcal anarchy 
offers corporate maMgers many more beneflts th.111 draw­
tx,cks. Though the unstable power structure m.1kes polltl­
caJ takeover qulte Impossible. tangible benefltS lnclude a 
complete lack of govemment overslght of thelr opera­
tlons,,nd a large pool of capable lndlviduals wllllng to take 
on work consldered lllegal outslde Berlin. Shadowrunners 
of every cl,'55 and quallflcarlon are re,,dlly avallable here. 
and everythlng ls legal that a corp or lndlvldual can pull 
off. ln partlcular, Berlin fosters an ldeal envlronmcnt ln 
whlch to spy on competltor.;' R &. O . 
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Despite the aforementioned dangers inherent in 
showing too much power ln Berlin. the following 
megacorporatlons regularly draw attention to themselves 
by their sheer size or influence, and therefore deserve 
special mention. These corporations treat any breach of 
their securlty as an extremely serious matter: runners 
conslderlng action agalnst these corps should cake strln­
gent precautlons. 

>»»[Reminds me of the Ragtime Blues team­
hounded by a corp agent for more than a year. He really 
gave 'em hell, but Ragtime and his people eventually 
vanished underground.)<<<<< 

-Mark Apache (18:27:53/19-MAY-54) 

» »>[Hey, mann, they impressed the corp so much 
that it bought Ragtime. Ali the Blues are working well­
paid jobs now; but on corp security, not against it.]«<« 

- Single (23:22:47/21-MAY-54) 

AZTECHNOLOGY 
Chief f.xecuttve Offlcer: Mr. Marcus Frederico 

Aztechnology's Berlin enclave concentrates on com­
bining magic with cybertechnology. If successful, this llne 
ofresearch cou Id lead to a technological revolution, but so 
far no one knows anythlng about Aztechnology's success 
rate. Though much is possible these days that seemed 
Impossible a generation ago, magic and cybertech st/11 
appeélr incompatible. However, Aztechnology's tena­
clousness ln pursuing this llne ofinqulry suggests to some 
that CEO Marcus Frederico's efforts are based on a spe­
cilic, plausible theory. 

Aztechnology's relatively small Berlin office is lo­
cated ln the north of the dty, withln the walls of the old 
Spandau citadel. lts easily recognlzable logo shows castle 
ramparts. Staffed by shamans. mages, and lirst-dass 
deckers, this office has exceptional security on all levels, 
including an on-site unit of elite corporate forces. 

DAIMU.R-BENZ 
Chief f.xecutlve Offlcer: Mr. Gustav Grather 

After the vast Saeder-Krupp enclave, the Mercedes 
bulldlng ls the most prominent landmark in the dty. ln 
1998, Daimler-Benz covered the Potsdamer Platz ln the 

heart of Berlin with an ugly, 250-meter skyscraper flanked 
by three administrative wings fannlng out from the central 
tower llke spokes from a wheel. Flve years ago. Dalmler­
Benz flnally tore down this monstroslty-only to replace 
it with another. Now, the Daimler-Benz International 
Building , a glass-and-steel skyscraper, looms over the 
KurfOrstendamm hlghway. A glant. triumphal-looklng 
arch spans the 70-meter w idth of the highway and the 
nearbyTransrapid line. with the skyscraper climblng high 
above lt to mark the traffic hub. From the heart of the city, 

Dalmler-Benz executlves set the direction of thelr 
company·s future ln weekly conferences. 

Daimler-Benz controls the transport branch of the 
International Vehlcles and Mechanlcal Engineering Union 
(IFMU AG), whlch manufactures cars, coordlnates the 
producrlon ofhellcopters by D-S's Messerschmirt subsld­
iary, and designs rail and maglev cars to be built ln the 
northem reglon of the Dalmler-Benz enclave. Ali train cars 
are rlgorously tested on the expanded and redeslgned 
AVUS racing track. Throughout its 150-plus years of 
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existence, quality and safety have been the constant 
watchwords for this corporation. lts vehides, factorles, 
and lts Matrlx system are among the safest. best-pro­
tected, and most efficient ln Europe. 

Gustav Grather runs his branch of the corporation with 
abundant persona! energy and self-confidence. An innova­
tive manager, he concentrates on preventing mistakes 
before they happen, by this approach becoming one of the 
most successful administrators of this or any other time. 

»>»[And one of the riches!! 1 once tried, purely forfun, 
10 crack his private bank account; take il from me, it's 
fragging impossible\ Boy, am I glad BuMoNa operates in 

Berlin ... ]<«« 
- Marrick Man (21 :08:41 /08-AUG-54) 

DEUTSCHE MEDIIN UND KOMMUNIKA TIONS AG 
Chief f.xecutfve Offlcer: Mr. Wolfgang Osterwald 

Formed ln the 20th century from the merger of 
Germany's three largest media corporations, the DeMeKo 
(German Media and Communications Corporation) has 
become one of the world's largest media corporations. lts 
wlde range ofofferlngs covers almost ail areas of commu­
nications, from prlnt media to trldeo productions to the 
latest concoctions of various simsense stars. The Berlin 
market, saturated with media-craz.ed citizens, is one of 
DeMeko's biggest. By mannlng an office ln Berlin, CEO 
Wolfgang Osterwald suffers the price of direct access to 
this market; unwelcome attention from crazy fans. 
chipheads, simfreaks, and other lowlifes determlned to 
get the newest releases before anyone else. Computer­
controlled production oftrideos and chipsgreatly reduces 
the risk of theft, but bootleg copies still reach the black 
market because expert and determined freelancers know 
exactly how to crack the corp databanks. 

Many people consider a job with DeMeKo a dream 
corne true; in addition to drawing a good paycheck. 
employees receive discounts on and special versions of 
new simsense and trideo releases that often lnclude 
bonus tracks. 

Deutsche Medien und Kommunikations AG poses 
no threat to other interest groups because lt sees no need 
to directly enter the struggle for polltical power. Thecorp 
sufflclently protects its interests by indirectly influencing 
public discourse through its media outlets. For example, 
the city-zine Timeout has found a niche ln the media 
landscape from whlch no other product can hope to 
dlslodge it. SuperBlld, a yellow-press broadsheet avail­
able via the TelekomGrid for t deutschemark. publishes 
a new edition every hour; its sterling reporting on Berlin 
life by a top-grade edltorial and production staff earns lt a 
regular readershlp of almost one million. 

DeMeKo's main building, surrounded by varlous 
studios and printing plants, represents a dassic example 
of the abstract architecture popular in the late 20th 
century. The main wing resembles an antiquated com­
puterchip. lt standsabove theground. resting on 40 giant 
co\umns each measuring 1 2 meters ln clrcumference; the 
columns camouflage entrances to the main building and 
various small shops. The second floor appears to hang 
roughly 50 meters above the ground. The space ln the 
building's center shelters a park covered wlth a transpar­
ent glass roof, secured by plastosteel rails. To the \eft and 

right of this rest area, the roof offers two heliports for the 
convenience of special guests. 

EUROPEAN MOTOR COMPANY (EMC) 
Chief f.xecutlve Offlcer: Mr. Matthias Garau 

The Berlin Office of EMC handles sales rather than 
production. The Berlin market's dense auto traffic repre­
sents a gold mine for thls manufacturer of small. fast cars, 
making it worthwhile for EMC to maintain an office in the 
city. Despite lts prodigious sales record. however, em­
ployees ln other EMC offices regularly restst transfers to 
Berlin. The general reluctance to work in Berlin has eamed 
that office the reputatlon as a dumping place for employ­
ees unable to live up to expectations in their former 
positions. Though the managers and employees at the 
Berlin office rotate ln and out regularly, Garau has held hls 

position for the past 19 months. 

»»>[Small wonder! Thal guy is so unscrupulous that 
he feels more at home in Berlin's lawlessness than 
anywhere else. A guy like him can only succeed where 
he can do whatever he feels like. He's probably the only 
employeewho ever resisled beingtransferred out!]«<« 

- Hulk (15:59:13/16-MAY-54) 

FUCHI BERLIN 
Chief f.xecut.lve Offlcer: Mr. lnoshiro Müller 

Fuchl Berlin produces software, lncluding help pro• 
grams for the Matrix and simsense recordings. These 
days. Fuchi makes its biggest bucks provlding custom 
software to Berlin's top earners. ln entertalnment. Fuchl 
Berlin's hottest seller is Car-Sim 88.9, agame simulating 
Berlin traffic. The user braves a holographie test run while 
connected to a battery that administers an electrlc shock 
every time the driver coll ides wlth another vehicle or any 

other object. 
lnoshiro Müller has managed to lead this once-nearly 

bankrupt company into the black through aggressive and 
innovatlve changes in production, both the process and 
the product. Uslng hls instincts forwhatwill sell in thedty, 
Müller consistently designs and creates software that the 
rich Berliners _want. lnformation-hungry freelance deckers 
often try to breach Fuchl's Matrix securlty, hoping to steal 
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any one of the multitude of ideas waiting to become real 
at any glven tlme, but the megacorp's efficient in-house 
securlty system still proves a formidable obstacle. 

»»>[Most observers believe that Fuchi Berlin is the 
focal point of Fuchi lnternational's German intelligence­
gathering operations. Proof? Consider that the subsid­
iary operated in the red for six years without a major 
change in management or direction. The corp's Yamana 
faction almost exclusively controls Fuchi's European 
operations, and they keep a tight reign on its operations. 
lnoshiro Müller is related to an important member of the 
Yamana clan on his mother's side. He's lucky to be in the 
position he's in.]«<« 

-Tyger Taunter (20:19:27/08-SEP-54) 

MESSER.SCHMITT-KAWASAKI 
Chief Executlve Offlcer: Mr. 
Akator Merlande 

A subsldlary of Daimler­
Benz and affiliated with IFMU, 
Messerschmitt boasts little 
powerwlthln ltscorporate fam­
lly. Though the subsldlary pro­
duces a range ofvehlcles, from 
minlcopters (including the fa­
mous Grashilpfer) to larger 
copters pad dng the latest ln 
drive and weapon systems. 
most production decisions are 
handed down from Mercedes. 
Messerschmitt management 
makes very few decisions. 

However. Akator Mer­
lande has managed to shake 
up the entlre International Ve­
hicles and Mechanlcal E.ngi­
neerlng Union during his ten­
ure as CE.O, earning a reputa­
tlon as a troublemaker. So far, 
only his close frlendship wlth the manager of the Daimler­
Benz Berlin office has kept Merlande safe from dangerous 
repercusslons. Though recalcltrant toward his superlors, 
Merlande ls known for hls even-handed and people­
friendly management style, and, in a relatively short tlme, 
has developed a reputation as a good man for whom to 
work. 

RlNRAKU COMPURR SYSTEMS 
Chief Executlve Offlcer: Mr. Shlgei Kanazuri 

A thlrd hlgh-tech corporation wlth offices ln Berlin, 
Renraku produces topnotch hardware and software. ln no 
respect taking a back seat to lts main competitors, Fuchi 
and TelTech, the Renraku Building on the Alexanderplatz 

in east Berlin is among the most lmpressive ln the city, 
housing Renraku's E.uropean Operations headquarters. 

CE.O Shlgel Kanazuri lntends to protect Renraku's 
European offices agalnst any incursions by the competl­
tion and remain competitive in the market, but he has only 
reœntly arrlved from Chiba and remalns somewhat un­
sure of German and E.uropean business practlces. The 
Berlin afflllate must also deal wlth the extreme securlty 
precautions needed to protect lts malnframes; the high 
security level slows down calculations and generally 
lmpedes the progress of work. Lucklly for Renraku, lts 
competitors must cope with similar problems. The market 
share belonging to Fuchi, Renraku, and TelTech changes 
daily, with any advance by one immediately matched by 
lts competltors. 

SAEDER- KRUPP 
Chief Operadng Offlcer: 
Mr. Karl-Heinz Bemlnger 

lt 1s impossible to over­
look Saeder-Krupp's pres­
ence in Berl in. Having 
gobbled up Tempelhof Air­
port at a fraction oflts value 
aftertheE.uro-Wars, thecorp 
makes a profit not just with 
the machines lt produces, 
but also by leasing llcenses 
for thls E.ast-West alr-trafflc 
hub. 

The huge corporate en­
clave located south of the 
airport stretches ail the way 
to the liergarten, the Berlin 
zoo that Saeder-Krupp 
renovated at a steep cost. 
Of all the corps ln Berlin, 
only Saeder-Krupp offers its 
85,000 employees more 
than the standard bennles. 

Through the llergarten restoratlon and other, simllar 
projects, Saeder-Krupp continues to show an exemplary 
commltment to offering a cornplete range of activlties to 
lts employees. 

Lofwyr's corporate empire plays a powerful role ln 
Berlin's Huctuatlng politics. Karl-Hein~ Berninger plays 
various lnterest groups agalnst each other wlth consider­
able sklll ln order to take full advantage of Berlln's ldeal 
location as a base for Saeder-Krupp's export business to 
Eastern Europe and the Middle E.ast. 

»»>(lnteresting that the Berlin office is one of the 
pillars of the Saeder-Krupp empire, considering how 
much Lofwyr dislikes even the idea of the anarchist 
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state. Seems contradictory. but the great dragon obvi­
ously knows how to play the cards he's dealt.)«<« 

-Kreiger-san (03:31 :31 /09-AUG-54) 

SCHERJNG PHAJlMA AG 
ChJef b ecuttve Offlcer. M r. Arndt-Wilhelm Koertlng 

ln addition to ongolng genetlc and viral research. thls 
la.rge pharmaceutlcal corporation conducts exper1ments 

deslgned to produce maglcal medlcatlon. So ra.r. they 

have had ll ttle success. Thelr only hope of progress seems 

to lie ln a Joint venture strvck wlth the Berlin office of 

Aztechnology ln whlch the twO megacorps agreed to 
share thelr knowledge for mutual profit. No other com­

pany has even come dose to dupllcatlng the cwo 

megacorps' results ln thls fleld. Malnframes and laborato­

r1es have only average secur1ty, but the acrual research 

data 1s encrypted and poses a tough challenge for anyone 
trylng to dedpher lt. 

>»»[This guy ls either sponsoring his own agenda or 
is hopelessly nalve. 1 know of at least six different corps 
sponsoring mystical pharmacology projects: Fuchl's •oa­
sis" project. for one. Also, if Schering Pharma AG ls 
involved with the Azzies. they're bending over while 
doing it.)«<« 

- Tuber Hopper (02:01 :28/13-OCT-54) 

Arndt-Wilhelm Koertlng. a hermetlc mage and phar­

macologlst. also knows hls way around the business 
Jungle. His corporation holds lts own agalnst the Euro­

pean competltlon and 1Tu1kes a tldy annual profit. most of 

whlch ls relnvested ln new medlcatlons and lmprove­
ments to exlstlng producrs. 

mncH HOLDING 
Chief b ecuttve Offlcer: Ms. Marika GareJewltsch 

TerT ech Holding. a corporation formed by the merger 

of several large Berlin companles. produces hlgh-tech 

hardware. TerTech's major product llnes lndude ITh\ln­
frame computers bullt wlth chips rashloned from hlgh­

temperature superconductlng materlal. No other 

megacorp has yet produced such tlny chips w lth an 
equlvalent memory cap.1dty, and rvmors abound that 

TerTech accompllshes thls unparalleled feat of computer 

engineering uslng magic. 

»>»[Nonsense! Nonsense! Nonsense!]<«« 
- Prof M. (21 :44:02/19-MAY-54) 

Unrortunately. thls rumor 1s Impossible to prove or 

dlsprove. ln addition to malnframes and Matrlx part:s that 

requlre frequent replacement, Teflech also produces 

slmsense chips nnd bodyware for export. 
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Marika GareJewltsch controfs the Berlin office w1th a 
strong hand. Rumor has lt that she herself Ls 80 percent 
TerTech cyberware. 

»»>[Even the braln of thal woman gleams with matai. 
Computers and especlally the Matrix are the Lord's 
punishment for our slns. Smite the technosinnersl)«<« 

- Dark Avenger & MichelAngelo (08:06:41 / 
17-MAY-54) 

POLICLUBS 

No other dty ln the wor1d can boa.st such a multlrude 

of organlzed. polltlcal lnterest groups as Berlin. The free 

clcy's anarchlst polltlcs allow polldubs unlnhlblted opera­

tlon nnd action. Though the enmlty of other polldubs. 
var1ous organlU1tlons, and the megacorps may restraln 

them, no state-sponsored authortcy exlsts to challenge 
thelrexistence. Many polldubsconslder Bertin. the wortd's 

only functlonlng anarchy, as a paradlse where they can 

realLte as well as propound thelr goals and vlews. 
Caught up ln revellng ln the freedom of Berlin. many 

of the lesser polldubs and polltlca.l parties tend to rorget 

that they must constantly compete wlth one another for 

Influence over the population. Large,. better-establlshed 
organlzatlons watch thelr lesser brethren wlth serenlty 

and a certain amusement. generally remalnlng aloof from 

the hullabaloo. The constcmt appearanœ and dlsappear­

anceof small groupsswells the ranksof the large, polldubs. 
whlch attract recently dlsenfranchlsed members preclsely 

because they usually mana_ge to reach thelr goals before 

lntemal connlcts spllt them apart or outslde attacks de­
stroy them. 

The follow1ng 11st descrlbes only the most durable. 

and so Important, polldubs. Most have been around for nt 
least several years. 

AUGEM.EINER SJUDE.NT(N-AU~HUSS 
These General Student Commlttees. composed of 

Berlin unlverslty srudents. play only a mlnor polltlcal role 

focused on <ldvandng narrowly deRned student lnteresrs. 

Though they enthuslastlcally enforce anarchlst ldeals 
among thelr supporters. they also run srudent cafés, 

organlze rallies, debate such social questions as student 

houslng. and so on. Many ASTA members leam to value 

the prtndplesof anarchy asCommlttee members. and Join 
the Napples upon graduation. 

>»»[They're just a bunch of bed welters with no idea 
of what actually goes on ln Berlin! They ape NAP rituals, 
but the Nappies and ASTA aren'I worth drek. Anarchy, 
hahl Withoul us. not one corp would stay in Berlin! 
They'd go bankrupt, and Berlin would be a stlnking 
hellhole. Royal Blue ls the only party that can really get 
us anywhere!]«<« 

- Louis Carré ( 18:90:53/ 14-APR-54) 



>»»(Hey, Sysopl I thought you said you guys had 
gotten rid of all the trash comments.]««< 

-The Alien/Chaos 1 (00:15:22/07-NOV-54) 

LIBERTY OF SOUL AND BODY (LSB) 
LSB. nlc.knamed the Llsblans. flghts for lndlvldual 

r1ghts ln the anarchlst state. Oriented toward democratlc 

pr1ndples. thls polldub espouses a sodally and legally Just 
govemment modeled on those that led western nations 

ln the second haJf of the 20th œntury. Ac.cordlng to the 

Llsblans. government should exlst 10 control 

megacorporatlons and protect sodety's mlnority groups. 
To mlnlmlz.e the Influence of posslbly corrupt and blased 

pollt1dans and megacorps. the LSB demands that ail 

declslons regardlng the state's dtlz.ens should be made by 

popular vote. 
The partys routine wor1< ls done by a streamllned 

organlz.atlon of officiais. elected every three years. No 
official may hold office for two consecutlve tenns. Impor­

tant declslons must be put to a membershlp-wlde vote. 
lts legltlmate concem for data protection and the 

physlcal safety of lts mem bers prompts the LSB to mount 
bener secur1ty than ls common among democratlc 

polldubs. The party's Influence on poli tics and status ln the 

constant struggle for power ln Berlin remalns sllght, 
however. because the LSB's organlz.atlonal structure wor1<s 

agalnst qulc.k dedslons. By the tlme the LSB organlz.es a 

vote. the question posed has often become lrrelevant. 

»>»(ldealists. Sorne idiots always believe that altru­
ism works in real file. History has proven otherwise. but 
they never learn.)<<<<< 

-Funky Peter (22:51 :57/ 12-JUN-54) 

»»>(And apparently, they're not alone. How else do 
you account for the USPD supporting the LSB to the tune 
of billions annually?]«<« 

-Sandmann (00:34:27/ 13-JUN-54) 

>>>>>(Blackmail?]<<<<< 
-Knows Setter (03:20: 14/19-JUN-54) 

NEO- ANARCHIST POLIClUB BlRllN (NAP) 
The NAP. nlc.knamed the Napples, ls the largest 

polldub. and ln pan created the success of anarchy ln 

Berlin. Along wlth other anarchlst groups. they have 

grown steadlly ln membershlp slnce anarchy replaced the 
regular govemment. and desplte a change of officiais 

every four months. have remalned a surprislngly effective 

organlz.atlon. Recrulted largely from unlverslty graduates, 
NAP members uphold a hlgh lntellectual standard and 

defend Ber11n's anarchlst power structure wlth t remen­

dous energy. As Ber1ln's most Important polltlcal faetlon. 

every lnterest group that wants to eut a rival down to slz.e 

courts the Napple's support. 

ROYAL BLUE 
As the monarchlsts' appeal lncreases for those dlsll­

lusloned by other polldubs, Royal Blue's membershlp 
grows by leaps and bounds. Thelr rlslng membershlp 

lndudes an Influx of conservative democrats dlsappolnted 

by the fallure of LSB to change Berlin, as well as left­

wingers and radlcals who see the monarchlsl's as a tool 
wlth whlch to achleve thelr goals. The latter jolners feel 

that My system other than the present one offers scope to 

bulld on. and so they prefer a constitutlor1<\I monarchy to 

anarchy or a non-f'unctlonal democracy. Because few 
democratlc polldubs have achleved enough influence 

and power to actually accompllsh anythlng, many people 

d lslllusloned wlth anarchy look for salvatlon to Royal Blue. 

»>»(Haven'! you heard of lreedom? Jusl leave us 
alone!)<<<<< 

- Funky Peter (23:22:4 \/19·MAY-54) 

>>»>[Sorne list this is l Where ·s Der 
Nachtmachen?]«<« 

-Curious Carl (20:19:18/21 -JUN-54) 

»>»[Dead and buried. Der Nachtmachen exists as a 
policlub in name only, for the purposes of voter registra· 
lion and block-liling. They've ceased to exist as an 
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important entity ever since the majority of their radical 
leadership "vanished," if you get my drift.]««< 

-Prof. Forest (10:19:1 5/24-JUN-54) 

»>»(Gone for now, perhaps. But in this Awakened 
world the dead can do amazing things.]<«« 

- Deadman (02:10:26/28-JUN-54) 

ETHNIC POLICLUBS 
Both humans-only and metahumans-only organlza­

tlons exlst ln Berlin, wlth agendas ranglng from benlgn 
"cultural empowerment" to overt political repression. 
Though metahumans make up roughly 60 percent of 
Berlin's population, no one pays them much real notice, 
and wlthout ethnie pollclubs. plenty of them might end up 
alone and forsaken in the gutter. The two polidubs listed 
below wield the most power ln Berlin. 

Humanls Polldub 
Members of any ethnie minority are well advised to 

keep clear of Humanis members. This violently radst, 
humans-only pollclub repeatedly grabs headlines, begln­
nlng wlth the Nlght of Rage ln 2039. After sufferlng 
devastating def-eats ln the minor wars following that 
upheaval, these self-proclaimed members of the master 
race retreated to llck their wounds. ln recent years, most 
militant Humanis actlvists have begun organlzlng lnto 
various gangs and launching bloody street fights. 

>»»[Just a short time aga, about three dozen orks and 
trolls demolished half a housing black in 
Hohenschünhausen while hunting fora groupof Humanis 
jokers disguised as bike freaks. They'd set lire to some 
warehouses and a gas station and the matas wanted 
revenge. When the orks finished with the Humanis 
nothing was lelt but junk parts. That's what you gel fo~ 

not watching your steps ... )««< 
-White Label (22:09:43/16-JUN-54) 

»>»[Aye, indeed. And the lires that lit the sky last night 
were a watch tire for ail metahumans: your time is nearly 

done.]<<«< 
-Dark Father (20:19:15/20-JUN-54) 

ORC Pollclub 
Many of Beriln's orks and trolls have jolned in thls 

polldub to flght for thelr place ln society. They flght for 
metahuman rights. with fists and weapons as well as with 
words. Despite anarchy, they remain an oppressed race: 
underprivileged, despised, and deemed only good enough 

for slave labor. 

»»>[ln case anyone is interested, l've gone chasing 
for soma hard data and made a short list of the various 
policlubs' "vital statistics." The listed categories are 
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Matrix capability (M}, paramilitary strength (P), influence 
(1), and estimated membership, with the first three cat­
egories rated on a scale from 1 (low) to 5 (high).) 

BERLIN POLICLUB TABLE 

Name M r 1 Membersblp 

NAP 4 4 5 145,000 

ASTA 3 2 t 32,800 

Liberty (LSB) 5 4 2 67,500 

Royal Blue 3 4 3 70,000+ 

Matrlca 5 2 5,000 

Humanis 3 s 3 23,000 

ORC 3 5 2 7,000 

Of course, this may all change before I finish this 
message. Ah-the sweet volatility of life.)««< 

-Marrick Man (13:21 :49/17-JUN-54} 

SECRET socum.s 
Berlln's secret socletles remaln secret out of neces­

sity, intention. or both in order to effectlvely influence 
matters from behind the scenes. Llke conventlonal 
pollclubs, they pursue certain goals, but with an ex­
tremely narrow focus and never openly admltting thelr 
agenda. Berlin has f-ewer secret socleties than the rest of 
the German All iance, but those f-ew operating in the city 
lnclude the Dr. Faustus Society, SIE. and the Lodge. Of 
these, the Lodge appears to hold the most power. though 

no one can tell for certain. 

>>>>>[Who knows, we might get a real surprise from 

them someday ... )«<<< 
- White Label (21 :52:37/25-MAY-54) 

The Lodge 
A secret organlzation that does not even use the 

Matrlx. the freemasons (commonly referred to as the 
Lodge) possess their own code of laws. 

>»»[I haven't found a single trace of the Lodge 
anywhere within the BerliNet. No databank, no tracing 
shreds, nothing. Do they enter from outside Berlin? 
Without action, they won't get any shosan, that's for 
sure. Personally, 1 assume they've got a few deckers 
handy to check through the Matrix regularly for biz or 
mentions of their affairs. If anybody finds some info, l'd 
be grateful to hear aboutit. .. ]«<« 

- Marrick Man (19:55:36/22-MAY-54) 

According to rumor, membership consists mostly of 
high,-level corporate executives and managers. Officlally, 
the Lodge does not exlst, and so Freemason membership 
and power can only be estimated. If the rumors are true, 



the Lodge llkely exerts conslderable Influence on Berlln's 
economy. The managers and board members ln the 
Lodge may even use the organlz.atlon for lllegal. poten­

tlally destruetlve actlvltles. 

GANGS 

Berlin ls overrun wlth street gangs. who recrult most 
of thelr members from the young and/or un.employed. 
The gangs offer llke-mlnded people a chance to band 
together and translate their ldeas and demands lnto 
concerted action. Many gangs stake out rurf, usua.lly 
deflned down to the meter, and only flght wlthln thal 
terrltory. Other gangs roam throughout the dty. Uke 

polldubs. many gangs form and dlsband a1 an amazlng 
rate. and so the followlng llst only dlscusses those gangs 
that are relatlvely long-llved and unllkely to dlsappear 
before thls postlng. 

>»»[Okay, mann. We know your name and where you 
hang out. And you don'I look anything like a big, strong 

ork. See you soonl]««< 
- Mork the Ork (22:09:48/21 -JUL-54) 

JIHAD B 
An outgrowrh of a rellglous sec.t that antldpates lts 

salvatlon on the Day of Reckonlng. members of Jihad B 
frequently commit acts of violence lntended to brlng that 
day about as soon as possible. On nlght rampa.ses through 
Berlin, Jihad members commit arson and murder ln the 
name of thelr rellglous convictions. Recently. however. 
Jihad B seems less active ln lts usual pursults. lt appears to 
have become a more mlddle-of-the-road radical Musllm 
gang usually saddled wlch the dlrty work of unscrupulous 
Musllm fundamentallsts who prefer not to get thelr hands 
dlrty. Jihad B h.\S the distinction of belng one of the few 
rellglous groups openly persecuted by the Strelter Gottes. 

WILLHEM BECKER 
f INE MEATS & SAUSAGE 
LUDWIGSHAFEN 
OUR WURST IS f URST! 

GRlEN BARDS 
The Green Bards (GtOne Barden) formed when a 

trldeo station redlscovered and popularlz.ed songs by the 
medleval troubadour Walther von der Vogelweide. Thesc 
gang members conslder themselves modem-day trouba­
dours. courtlng the clty's fair damsels wlth music. Unre­
qulted love tends to brlng out the worst ln the gang 
members: many a cuckolded husband surfers palnful 
Injuries for hls reslstance to the bards' courtlng of hls wlf'e. 
The bards have little trouble recrulting new members from 
the dty's youths. espedally among plmple-faced. llsplng 
nerds and perverts. 

THE HORDE 
Among Berlln's most violent gangs. the Horde's 

membershlp ls llmlted to large, physlcally powerful ork.s 
wlth an unquenchable hatred of anyone unllke them. 
Anyone or anythlng Horde members don't llke. they 

break ln half. 

K.Rf.UZRITTlR 
The Kreuz.rltters. or Crusaders. are fanatical Chrtstlans 

who conslder lt thelr duty to send those they deflne as 
heretlcs stralght to hell rather than lettlng them waste 
predous oxygen by living out thelr allotted tlme on earth. 
Tourlsts should carefully conslder thelr answer 10 appar­

ently Innocent questions asked by any fr1endly pa.sser-by 
wearlng a large red cross on hls or her chest. Many 
Innocents end up dead ln the Spree River for glvlng the 
wrong answer to an apparently fr1endly 'GtOB Gottl' 

»>»[So how do you answer it? And what does thal 

sound like, anyway?)«<« 
- Edna above Average (13:42:51 /02-NOV-54) 

»>»(lt sounds like •greese got'" and literally means 
"Hail God." I1's a greeUng from the south of Germany, a 
shortened version of "Hello and God be with you. • The 
correct answer is to repeat the greeting exaclly as given. 
If you speak German, resist any temptation to toss off 
flippant remarks like ·sure thing. next lime I see Him" or 
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"Why, He around somewhere?" That's the kind of wrong 
answer the writer of thls file ls referring 10.J«<<< 

-Raghnal (14:09:01/02-NOV-54) 

The accused slnners are tled up so tha1 they cannot 
escape, wa.shed. beaten wtrh swltches. and then sk.lnned 
allve. The remalns or the body are 1hrown lnto the Spree, 
as food for the flsh. 

>»»(And the Lord saw the Berlin guidebook and it 
displeased Him mightily. Thus. He smote it and burned 
it to ashes on the eighth day, and cast the ashes upon the 
wind. And He sald: wheresoever the se ashes shall fall to 
the ground, there a crusader shall arise and proclaim My 
will with a clear voice, now and for all eternity.)«<« 

- Holy Scripture of the Crusaders (09:26:25/ 
12-APR-54) 

MAGNIAKERS 
Active ror several years, the ail-male Magnlflkers 

number about two hundred members. The.se gangers 
Style themselves mages. and spend thel r lives dlvertlng 
and often shocking passers-by wlth Illusions and by 
conjuring mlnor splrlt:s-malnly 10 part onlookers from 
thelr wallets. An Illusion thls gang flnds partlcularly funny 
ls maggots crawllng from the vlctlm's nase: untll the mark 
pays up. he gets no relier from that horrible sensation. 

>»»[We got this one couple good. The slag was trying 
to tell h1s chica that he'd never had nothing with no other 
bounce, you know? So we projected some naked bob­
bers, and the old lady started screaming: ,hat looks like 
Lotte Schmidtl You've rubbed her, haven't you? And 
what about that joygirl I saw hanging around your door 
last week? That's her, isn'I it? How many have you had 
it with. you lragglng bastard?" She walloped him straight 
into hospital, shedid. Pity hedidn't have no money.)«<« 

- Magnifity VII (17:42:48/14-JUL-54) 

RED SKINS 
Swom enemles of the White Sklns, the Red Sklns also 

shave thelr heads and wear lmplanted glass skull plates. 
Unllke the White Sklns. they have llrtle lnterest ln polltlcs. 
and only commit c1ru ofvlolencc agc1lnst the White Sklns 
when mlstaken for members of thclt gang. 1r left alone. 
they stick to thelr favorite pubs. swtll beer, and llsten to 
slash-metcll music. 

STRUTlR OOTTES 
The Streiter Gottes (Aghters or the Lord) from the 

Berlin branch or the Christian Knlghts. Though a more 
llberal rellglous gang than the Kreuultters, they share the 
conviction that they must do battle ln the service or a 
Htgher Power. ln accordance wlth thls belleL the Strelter 
Gottes readlly ally w1th any rellgious polldub that re-

quests thelr help agalnst the godless. Unllke other rell­
glous groups. the Strelter Gones shy away from Beriin's 
lnfrequent rellgious wars: they vlew the varlous Supreme 
Seings of the world's religions as dlfferent aspects of the 
same Hlgher Power. 

SURITURF 
The members of thls gang live ln the U-Bahn tunnels. 

golng outslde only durlng rush heurs. By lmplantfng 
suctlon pa~ lnto thelr hands and feet. rhey can cllng 10 

the outslde or the trains and try to scratch flytng-llzard 
eggs. whlch command a good price on the black market 
as potency enhancers. from the damp tunnel walls wlth• 
out loslng thelr grlp. The gangers a.ISO love to shock the 
passengers ln lnnovatlve ways. and spend a certain 
amount of tlme dodglng e.arth spirits. 

WHITI SKJNS 
Even more radical than the notorlous Humanls 

polldub. thls gang promotes the notion that a pure Aryan 
race ls me<u,t to lnh.1blt and domln.3te the entlre solar 
system. As part of thelr radst agenda. they have devel• 
oped a complex genctlc test that they dcllm deflnes the 
genette worth or a hum,m belng. Because the White Sklns 
have been unable to gamer the sllghtest gllmmer of 
support ln anarchlst Berlin. they have resoned to funher­
lng thelr crusade through such drastlc means as cordon­
lng off whole resldentlal blacks and forcing everybody 
caught ln thelr trap to take thelr test. Those who fall to 
measure up to the genetlc purity of the new Aryans are 
kllled and left to rot ln the gutter. Todlstlngulsh themselves 
from so-called lesser monclls. all White Sklns ~we thelr 
hearu to revecll the glass plates lmplanted ln thelr skulls. 

LIVING IN BERLIN 

Living conditions ln Berlin can be summarlzed ln one 
sentence: llfe's a fr<\g ln the eyel 

»>»[Oh, like tha!'s only typical of Berlinl Try get11ng 
through the day in Dortmund, mann.)«<« 

- Hombruch-Hool ( 19:29:48/27-AUG-54) 

FOOD AND SHllilR 
Anyone looklng for a comfonable standard of living 

ln Berlin needs pienty or money .md at least a llttle 
Influence. Those lucky enough to possess both can afford 
one or the many well-preserved villas located ln the 
suburbs of Zehlendorf, Kleln-Mc,chnow. and others. offer• 
lng exotlcally out-of-dare architecture w1th panoramlc 
wtndows and red d lnker-work on the outer walls. Need· 
less to say. the wlndows are made of armored glass. and 
well-tralned gangs patrol the perlmeters to keep out 
lntruders. The well-to-do can never have too much sec.u• 
rlty . 
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Though the villas are pr1vate property. the OCC\Jpants 
are not necessarlly the owners. More th.cm a few megacorp 
exec.utlves have bought property ln the suburbs and make 
hefty profttS through extortlonary rents. 

»>»(And il any elfing dealer or anarcho gels up my 
daddy's nose. he's out on his ear. Just hke thatl)«<« 

- Bobby (17:19:48/23-MAY-54) 

Most megacorp executlves and thelr familles llve ln 
thelr respective corporate endaves, where llvlng space 1s 
provlded free of charge. However. acceptlng corporate 
quarters wlthln the endave tadtly demands a llfetlme 
commltment on the part of the corp employee: the 
corporation collects back rent for all tlme spent ln the 
enclave when an executlve quit!> hls Job. The scarœ llvlng 
space avallable outslde the 
endaves ls hotly contested, 

though average rent ln Berlin 
runs to DM 60 (30\t) per $quare 
meter. a pr1ce that even a wcll­
pald executlve flnds dlfflcult to 
afford. 

Sawymen below execu­
tlve level. as well as the major 
segment of the population 1ha1 
makes a llvlng by other means. 
llve ln tenement houses owned 
by small companles or prtvate 
land lords. The steep rentscover 
surcharges for maglcal trash 
disposai and for the blod<'s 
protection by varlous small 
gangs. Because Berlin has a 
plethora of gangs, a landlord 
dl55atlsfted wlth hls present 
protection service can easlly 
sw1tch to ,mother 8clfl8 If he 
feels the need. This thrlvlng 
protection market keeps the 

gMgs on thelr toes. and makes 
for a faJrly safe llvlng environ­
ment. Howevcr. rent cats up 
the bulk of most tenants' ln­
come: many people work at 
day fobs but depend on moonllghtlng to get by. Accord­
lng to some estlmates. one ln three Ber11ners makes a 
living wlth actlvltles that any other place would condemn 
as crlmlnal. 

Four large corporations supply Berlln's more than 
400 grocery stores wlth food. drink. household supplies. 
and cosmetlcs: Kaisers. A&..P, Luxus. and Ôdnur. The 
latter. currently domlnatlng the market. has connections 
to the Turklsh megacorp of the same name thai ships food 

10 customers around the world. Berlln's grocery stores 
never dose. Attempts to do away wlth stores ln favor of 
radio or n1deo shopping falled: supermarkets remaln a 
social meeting place. where many customers corne to 
hear the latest gosslp as much as to buy somethlng. 

Once lnslde a store. the customer recelves a shop­

ping card. If he or she wlshes. he may shop ln the tlme­
honored fashlon of strolllng around the alsles pushlng a 
small cart. If the customer prefers to shop wlthout the 
bother of a cart, he slmply slldes hls shopping card lnto the 
appropr1ate s101 ln var1ous shelves throughovt the store 
and types ln the number of unlts he wants of a glven 
product. The Item automatlcally shows up on the 
customer's blll, and he collects hls grocer1es at the store 

exit. 
For shoppers who corne for the pl1!<1Sure of pushlng 

a cart and chooslng thelr own 
merchandlse. after the cashler 
rings up aJI Items purchased. 
he or she uses the shopping 
card to transfer the appropr1-
ate amount from the 
customer'saccount. A secur1ty 
man then canles the merchan· 
dise to the customer's place of 
resldence. spar1ng the shop­
per the fasclnatlng and exhlla­
ratlng experlence of belng 
mobbed by Beriln's poor and 
homeless on hls way out the 
door. The cost of dellvery ls 
lnduded ln the price of the 

merchandlse. 

»»>(And 1ha1·s s teep, 
mannl l'd rather to do without 
the secman and gel some­
thing to eatl What do these 
guys lhink we're supposed to 
live on?]«<« 

-Single (11 :29:44/17-JUN-
54) 

SOCIAL SERVICES 
No government-provlded 

social seNlcc.s exlst ln Berlin. The prlvatlz.atlon of ,\li publlc 

Institutions opencd the floodgcltes for unscrupulous ex­
ploitation of the needy. espec.lally ln the areas of heahh 
care and retirement beneftts. 

>»»[Wîthoul us, hall of Berlin would be deadl How 
can that compare to the few measly bucks we get pald 
for our extra heurs?]<«<< 

- Prof. Dr. Dr. Fahrkus, M. D. (16:59:18/25-JUL-54) 
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The dty offers the services of three large hospltals. all 
run by prfvare owners. A bed ln an open ward can cost up 
to DM 900 a day: to have any hope of recovery. anyone 
falllng Ill must have money to spend genlng well. 

The hospl tals make thelr blggcst bucks on 
cyberfmplanrs. Patients who brfng thelr own cyberware 
lnto the hospltal for lmplantatlon. usually after bvylng 
them on the shadowmarket. save money by not paylng 
for hospltal-ls.sue cyberware: however. many doctors 
prefer to work wlth Implants wlth whlch they are famlllar. 

and a few dellberately botch operatlons to make thelr 
feelings on rhe maner dear. Though cyberware now 
pervades soclety to every class of citizen and walk of llfe. 
gang and polldub members equally favor detectlon-proof 
weapon Implants. as do those who make frequent 
shadowruns ln Ber11n·s suburbs. Another wldely popu!ar 
Implant ls a radio recclver ln the skull th.11 enables the 
wearer to stay ln const.\nt touch wlth the multlt\Jde of 
radio stations ln Berlln. 

The charlatans who travel a.round Bertin and lts 
suburbs selllng horse urine laced wlth sugar as a cheap 
heallng potion flnd themselves prosecuted wlth ext.reme 
prejudlce by the Bertin Physldans' Assoc.latlon If caught 
lnslde the clty. ln accord.lnce wlth t.radltlon. the Associa­
tion drowns the gullty ln the Teufelssee (Devll's Lake). 
whlch has served as home to a toxlc spirit ever slnce the 
Schertng Pharma corporation surreptltlouslydumped t.ruck­
loads of bloenergetlc wasre lnto lts waters. The toxlc spirit 
rellshes these small offerlngs. maklng an efficient disposai 

system. 
Llfe lnsurance and penslon.s offer another field open 

to wldespread exploitation. Berlln's few private llfe lnsur• 
ers demand rremendous premlums. and upon the death 
of a client often avold paymenr lndeflnltely by dlsputlng 
whether thelr cl ient Is actually dead or Just contlnulng llfe 
on a hlgher plane of consdousness. Only occupants of the 
corporate enclaves quallfy for pensions. and the c.orpora• 
tlons dass1'1 as pensloners only those employees who 
Cc\llnot work under any drcumstances. Needles.s to say. 
few wé\geslaves quallfy for pensions under these cr1terla. 
Megacorps forced to conslder a worker as ellglble for a 
pension lnvari<1bly second the unfonunare slave to a 
unlverslty lab to fulfill a ·nnal asslgnment· as an cxpen­
mental subject. Understandably, workers avold faclng 

such a fate and prefer to die on the job. 

EDUCATION 
Because Ber1In's anarchlst ·govemment' abollshed 

the state schools. the educatlon a chlld recelves depends 
entlrely on the resources of hls or her parents. Ali schools 
ln Berlin are pr1vately owned and most charge hefty 
tultlon. Because the subject maner taught depends heavlly 
on demand. Berlln chlldren rarely recelve a well-rounded 
cducation. for example. If the so-called experts predlct an 

lmpendlng decker shorté\ge. many schools suddenly 
emphaslze courses such as Toeoretlcal Structure of the 
Matrlx 101 · or 'Information and How To Get lt 202 . 

>»»[Why, you ask? Vou guessed it: the parents. As 
soon as lhe rumor mill proclalms an upcoming demand 
for mages. say. the parents hunt for schools that offer 
nothing but magic. For l ive years I did nothing but magic. 
t hate magic. l'm a chemist, not a charlatan. Any mage 
sets foot in my restaurant. 1 throw him out.)«<« 

- Bernd Becker of H20 (17:07:44/13-MAY-54) 

>>»>(Shut Up)<<<« 
- Fatima ( t 9:18:26/25-JUN-54) 

Dependlng on how long parents can afford to keep 
thelr offsprlng ln school. srudents recelve a low-. me­
dium-. or hlgh-level cen1flcate upongraduadon. Of course. 
many Berlin chlidren have never seen a school from the 

ln.slde. 
The megacorps offer a free. general educatlon for the 

chlldren of ail employees. Not surprtslngly. these corpo­
rate schools overwhelmlngly stress that knowledge each 
corporation conslders valuable. Upon graduation. 80 
percent of the srudent.s flnd employment wlth the corpo­
ration: the remalning 20 percent are tossecl out of the 
endave as ·undeslrable. • Wlth no experfence to help them 
survive the harsh reallty outslde the endaves. these 
rejects almost always Join the ranks of the cltlz.ens llvlng 
below poverty leveJ. ln general. metahumans such as orks 
and dwarfs sc.rape by on a marginal educatlon. bec.ause 
few metahuman parents can afford school f'ees. 

EMPLOYMl NT 
Though the megacorps employ thousands of people. 

Berlin offers many other ways to make a llvlng. The dty has 
a constant need for workers to perform Jobs that else­
where would be c!asslfled as qua5I-lcgal. or even outrlght 

lllegal. Small companles take advantage of the lawless­
ness of the free dty to manufacrure Items lllegal every­
where else ln the wor1d, and regulMly hlre temporary 
workcrs dlslndlned to ask awkward questions. The c.ourt­
ers requlred to transpon rhls merch,1ndlse to forelgn 
markets, often at great persona! rlsk. are ln partlcular1y 
hlgh demand. Desplte the d<1ngers. many people wlll­
lngly take thls klnd of job: the greater the rtsk. the greater 
the rewMd. Of course. the companles prefer to offer 
contracts for a lot of money wlthout speclfylng the job 
untll after the prospective employee h<lS slgned on. 

»»>(l lost both kidneys and a piece of my liver. And ail 
the while I thought I had signed on for two years of hard 
labor at the Slippery.)«<« 

- Oie Seuche (23:27:56/22-APA-54) 
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ln addition to courlers, freelanœ mages can also flnd 

lucratfve poslt1oM with relative ease. Good mages can 

eam more money than any corporate manager ln Berlin: 
medlocre and even lncompetent mages can easlly flnd 

varlous small jobs. Good deckers are ln C0Mtant demand: 

lndusmal esplonage ls an everyday occurrence. and 
freelance deckers wllllngly provlde such services for an 

dppropr1ate {or lnflated, dependlng on thelr mood) fee. 

Orher megacorps employ most fTeelance deckers, who 
consldcr each plece of Information potentlal gold. No 

corporate wageslave decker cornes dose to the ablllty or 
lncome of a fTeelancer fTom Berlln's shadowmarket. 

»>»[Don't make me laugh l Where do you think the 
corps get their wageslaves, if not !rom the streets? 
Milksops like the so-called deckers outside Berlin couldn't 
hope to eut it here. The corps have no choice but to look 
for new people on the market.]<<«< 

- Hulk (22:01 :56/ 18-JUN-54) 

Chlp pushers and cybe,ware salesmen crowd the dty 

streets, selllng anythlng the hean deslres. espedally to 

tourists. Though the dty hospltals pos.sess top-of-the-llne 
cybertmplant stations. many t0urists prefer to have thelr 

new cyberheart. Internai radio recelver, or cybersex gad­

get (only avallable ln Berlln) lmplanted stralght .,way ln a 
nearby small caravan or run-down apartment. 

lllSURl 
After a demandlng day (or nlght) at work. people feel 

the need to relax and are wllllng to pay for that pr1vllege. 

Those wlth culture vlslt the opera: the perverse vlsl t the 

Sllppery to have thelr bralns blasted {metaphorlcally 
speaklng). 

»»>[Don't make jokes about brain-blasting. Il hap­
pened to a mate of mine not so long ago. He rented 
himself out, and they demanded he let someone blast 
his brains out. Ruined the carpe!, but it really turned 
those megacorp bosses on.]<<<<< 

-Mister Y (17 :38 :39/14✓UN-54) 

ln addition to shows of all klnds. Bertin supports an 
endlessly emertalnlng round of pubs. bars, bistros, and 

sportlng events. Every day of the week. crowds of Berlin­

ers watch varlous matches and toumaments held ln the 
Olympie stadlum bullt ln ZOOS. 

Amateur sportlng events lndude the Benin Pentath­

lon. ln whlch any d ttten 1s ellgible to compete. Every day, 

one hundred contestants tTy thelr luck at thls brutal. often 
fatal con test. nrst on the 11st of feats ls a swlm across the 

Te\Jf-elssee. home of a toxlc spirit. The lucky survlvors 

recelve treatment for thelr add bums from a mage waltlng 

on the opposite shore, then go on to the Wall Run. This 
event requlres the contesranrs to run four kllometers 

along the top of a two-meter-wlde wall in rwenty min­

utes. At the start or the run, every contestant recelves a 

club wlth whlch to knock down hls opponents along the 
way. Thelr numbers usually reduced to half by thls tlme. 

the remalnlng athletes must prove thelr sklll at subway 

surfing. Marks are given for lngenulty, courage, and 

dodglng earth spirits. The fourth event Isa run through the 
Grunew,,ld forest. one of the world's largest fTee-range 

genette tesllng areas. Piani crearures and other mon­

stroslt1es created ln vartous corporate labs do thelr best to 
stop contestants fTom gettlng mrough. Those few that do 
reach the finish llne end the conte.si wtth the so-<.alled 

GIRMANYmRBOœ( □ 



b.mana test; each athlete must convlnce a rather evll­
tempered chlmp to eat a banana wlthout uslng undue 
violence. The Rrst ten contestants who f-eed the chlmp 
theJr banana (and usually a f-ew of thel r Rngers ln the 
process) go on to the Rnal. The Rnal has no rules: the 
wlnner of thls free-for-all ls the lasr one standing. This dally 
contest ls shown live on trldeo and covered by sevcral 
radio stations. 

MEDIA 

The Berlin media scene has always offered more 
varfety than that of any other dty ln the world. save 
perhaps New York and London. These days, gangs. 
polldubs. ,md corporations ail enrfch the dlverslty of 
public opinion beyond our capablllty to make a qulck 
overvlew do Berlln's media justice. The followlng surveys 
of trldeo. mdlo, and prlnt media touch only the tlp of the 

Iceberg . 

TRIDEO 
Berlin has three long-runnlng trfdeo stations. The 

blggest station. B 1, serves as a forum for public discus­
sion, offer1ng a ZA-hour polltlcal br0<,dcast on whlch any 
group may buy tlme to air lts vlews. [very four hours, an 
expert panel of selected gang members. polldub repre­
sent,.ulves. corporation spokespersons. and randomly 
chosen audience members dlscuss the prevlous program. 
These discussions rate espedally hlgh wlth the vlewers, as 
they often take spectacular, unexpected rurns, qulte a 
conrrast to the often slmpllstlc propaganda of the acrual 
programs under discussion. Dependlng on the members 
of the J)<'nel , the discussion can develop lnto anythlng 
from subtle, verbal sparrfng to a physlcal Rght. 

The second station. Skreem. offers only enrertaln­
ment, everythlng from qulz shows to porn. The q ulz 
shows, offerfng such useful prfzes as kltchen equlpment. 
appeal malnly to the poorer segments of the population. 
Shows from the dty's red-llghr district. espedally the dally 
live show from the Sllppery, reaches ,, wlder audience, 
roughly 65 percent of the vlewershlp. 

»>»[The olher 35 percent are al lhe Slippery in 

person.]<<«< 
- Pinguln ( 16:25:07/13-JUN-54) 

Berlln's thlrd trfdeo station. Sender 44 (St.,tton 44), 

broadcasts movles, music. and live news reportS ,uound 
the d ock. lts programmlng ls generally consldered a 
welcome alternative to the polltlcal BI and the unrelent­
lngly low-dass attitude of Skreem. Berlin also supports 
two dozen 20 televlslon stations of varlous persuasions, 
and a wlde variety of addhlonal prograrm, can be accessed 
via satelllte. Ali thls adds up to complete freedom of 
cholce for rhe Berlin vlewer. 

>»»[By reading beiween the lines, one notices the 
interesting fact that Berlin's and most of Germany's 
telecom and media systems are technologically behind 
the times-households need diflerent feeds for different 
purposes. and so on. The national Matrix grid is simple 
to run and crack. Just like il is everywhere else. Private 
systems, however, are a very d1fferent story.]««< 

-Ludwig Vonn Tech (03:20:49/12-10-54) 

RADIO 
Radio ls stlll an Important source of Information ln 

Berlin. New stations take 10 the air and old ones shut down 
every day. makJng radio reportlng fresh .md partisan. 
lnterested ln uncoverlng the most lntlmate of detalls. The 
moment anythlng unusual happens ln Berlin (lt ls some­
tlmes hard to dlstlngulsh the standard unusual from the 
truly unusual). hordes of journallsts c:onverge on the scene 
to make the e.xperlenc:e of the newest scandai up dose 
and persona!. No mass murder occurs wlthout at least one 
reporter polntlng her mlke at the scene of unlmaglnable 
violence and robblng lt oflmp.Kt wlth a cynlcal comment. 
Thosc few Berllners not bombarded wlth the babel of 
volces from radio broadcasts ln the car. bus. or U-Bahn 
frequently wear an ultrallghr earphone radio tostay ln rune 
and ln touch. Anyone looklng for the whole story about 
any Incident must llsten to at least fourdlfferent stations to 
slft through the blas common on the Bertin alrwaves and 
get dose to the truth. 

Many stations aoss unwr1tten restrictions on subJect 
matter and broadcast everythlng they get. sropped only 
by thelr opponents' bully boys or a decker good enough 
to program thelr gear lnto trash. 
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PRINT MEDIA 
An almost Infini te number of newsf)<\pers and maga• 

zJnes bk1nkets Bertin, desplte the fact that the omnlpres­
ence and speed of radio news makes any lnform<1tlon old 

hat wlthln Rve minutes. Wlthln the last few months. the 
dty•zlne nmeouc has made lts mark: anyone openlng a 
new body an. slmsense. magie noir. or paln•palnt1ng 

show or exhlblt announces 11 ln nmeours fx'ges. nmeour 
glves plays. concerts. lecrures. readlngs. executlons. and 

every other event ln Bertin a glltzy layout: a chlp lncorpo· 
r,,ted lnto the magazine allows readers 10 boOk seats and 

pay ln advance. 
The LIiie (LIiy). a seml•electronlc newspaper thc1t 

readers c.,n download and pr1nt from rhe ~urtx every 

momlng. fearures want ads ln whlch ., prospective cus· 

tomer can flnd anythlng from an artlfldal canary to merce­

nary troops. The Ll//e's 'Heart seeks Heart" section has lots 
of enthuslastlc readers who respond 10 enrrles such as 

ï ender dwarf girl seeks elf•llke playmate who llkes muscles 

and halr. 
The remalnder of Berlln's prtnt media lndudes corpo• 

rate publlcatlons. gangzlnes. and the polldub pamphlets 
offered on every street corner. Pollclub magazines have 

hlgh prlnt runs. though almost no one reads them: the 
frtendly but Rrm manner ln whlch polldub sales agents 

lnsist that unlucky passers-by take a closer look c\t one to 
twenty copies of the latest Issue has qulte a lot to do wlth 
the polldub materl,'\l's ,,pparent popular1ty. Gangzlnes. a 

unique class of publlatlons. offer unique and often use fui 

,1rtldes th.11 would be consldered lllegal anywhere other 
than Bertin. Burylng them wlthln the unbearable propa• 

gandlstlc pralses of the gang's favor1te polltlcs. gangzlnes 

provlde hints for pcruslng the hldden areas of the Matrtx 

and tunlng your deck wlthout arrract1ng undue attention. 
helpful Information about var1ous corps. and other such 

Important toplcs. As gangzlnes have low prlnt runs and 

are lovlngly produced wlth great attention to dei.ail, they 

are Instant collectlbles. 

»»>(Continuing my comments lrom eartier, note that 
the Germans have not yet discovered the datafax. 
Though the Ulie cornes close, the Berlin telecomm net 
can't handle true datalax trafflc. That, plus the fact that 
few Bertin ers can aflord the multi-tunct1on home telecoms 
that connect phone, v1deo, tax, datalink, and so on, has 
slowed the city from using the potential of this lorm of 
expression. Just a matler ot lime, however. before they 
modernIze and gel 1t.)<«« 

-Ludwig Vonn Tech (03:39:41/12- 10-54) 

SHADOWRUNS IN BERLIN 

Runs ln Berlin. Anyone wlth good lnsurance has no 

problem: otherwlse. a Sl"n<l rt runner holds hls head down. 
st,,ys alert, and keeps hls Rngers aossed. To brave the 

tough secur1ty of some megacorps. c\ runner has to be flrst 
dass or own a BuMoNa conrract. If he cannot d aim elther. 

he should cut hls losses and leave well enough alone. 

unless he plans on galnlng welght by havlng bullets 

ford bly lnserted lnto hls Oesh. 
Bec.ause Berlin has no laws <lg,'\lnst the efforts of 

shadowrunners, corporations lnstall especlally tough se­
cur1ty arrangements. M.1ny smaller companles avold the 

hlgh cost of Matrlx secur1ry by purchaslng memory Md 
access 10 a large and well-protected malnfr,vne ln coop­

eratlon wlth others. and save money on physlcal securlty 
by senllng ln ,10 al ready protected area of Berlin. Breach­
lng such securlty and gettlng out allve poses great rlsks 

and requlres met1culous planning to accompllsh. Thesc 
conditions put Berlin sh,,dowrunners ln demand; anyone 

who can survive ln Berlin 1s almost Impossible to stop 

elsewhere. 

»>» [There was this one Stutlgart hero who thought he 
could waltz into the target corp via the Matrix, gel the 
data. and beat teet. 1 really tell sorry for the guy when 1 
heard what happened to him. He 901 away trom the black 
IC okay. but forgot to protect his meat body. He learned 
from his mlstake the hard way (for a spht second) when 
razor blades belonging 10 a friendly, corp-sponsored elf 
caressed his useless throat.)««< 

- Hulk (2 t :39:45/16-MAY-54) 

Though averdge Matrlx runs pose a relattvely mlnor 

rtsk of dlscovery and ofien ,,Jlow perpctrators to esc.c,pc 

unha.rmed. the rtsk of braln-bum rlses exponentlally wlth 

the sl z.e of the target corporation and the Importance of 

the Information. Only the hottest console cowboys or 
freaks wlth a death wlsh care to attempt most such 

pro)ects. 

»>»[Like it says, chummer. running's no go without 
some excellent insurance. Even that won'! guarantee 
you'II ever breathe the smog again. . )««< 

- Marrick Man (19:19:48/21-MAY-54) 

Deckers usu,1lly face fewer rtsks ln physlcal runs, 

where thelr job may be llmlted to tackllng site ala.rm 

systems. The securtty systems of smaller corporations 

may not be connected to the Matr1x, so deckers are less 

llkely to Rght corporate Matr1x cyberjocks. Small-corp 
security systems also tend to be less compllcated than the 
protections surroundlng sensitive dataflles. and requlre 

far less concenrrat1on 10 crack. Once the decker takes care 
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of rhese prellmlnarles. the mages and street samurai can 
get to work. 

Berlln's shddowmarket and gangzlnes represem ldeal 
sources of fleld-tested securtty bustlng tricks. From Inter­
faces 10 blueprfnt:S. rhe data ls there for the taldng. ln rerum 
for hard deutsche marks. Berlin offers lt aJl.--from cyberdeck 
tunlng to cyberlmplanrs to just about anythlng else of use 
10 a professlonal. However. sm<1rt runners always play Ir 
cautlous. Checklng sources before buylng or trylng any­
thlng is always a good ldea. 

>»»[Righi, unless you want to croak 
alter surgery because the doc didn't 
sterilize his instruments or forgot to 
adapt the implants to your physiologl­
cal specifications. A friand of mine 
almost met his Maker because he cul 
a deal ln a shady operating lheater 
down a dark alley in Kreuzberg. We 
couldn't find a trace of the quack after­
ward-but that's no surprise! My 
chummer Mark spent six weeks in a 
private clinlc jus! to get halfway back to 
normal. 11 took six more months for hlm 
to regain full contrai of his left 

side.)««< 
- Marrick Man l22:07:48/ 

26-JUN-54) 

>»»[Marrick. 1 owe you one. But the 
shop looked dependable ... Merdai 
And here I thoughl I could rely on my 
knowledge of human nature in Ber­
lin.)«<« 

-Mark Apache (23:53:13/ 
26-.JUN-54) 

Good contacts are as valu,,ble as 
good gear: ln Berlin, redprocity Is ev­
erythlng. and lone wolves are the flrst 
to be cul down. Sorne flxers and ln­
formers work for a cut of the profils: the 
runner gets the background lnform,,­
tlon he wants, and ln retum the ln­
former gets ,, percentage of the 
shddowrunner's paycheck. Contacts of 
all sons can also prove useful ln trac.k-
ing rumors, knowledge of whlch can protect a runner. 
Flxers and lnformers can flnd out whlc.h corps mlght be on 
a runner's tall. or how many enemles he m.1de by S""3· 
glng a well-paylng contract. or even how much profit a 
pendlng present contract ls worth accordlng to the word 
on the street. 

□ GaMANY soœœmc 

For runners who set off alarms ln the course of thelr 
work. Berlln's chaotlc traffic offers any number of getaway 
strategles once offcorp property. Between buses. taxis. 
the U-Bahn. and so on. plus possible help from a fixer 
llstenlng ln on corp pursult orders and tlpplng hlm off. an 
enterprlslng runner should find lt relatlvely easy to duck 
out ofd.mger. Because few corp troops or securlty teams 
malntaln connections ln the poorer quarters of Berlin or 
any areas not populated by corp excc.s or salarymen. a 
runner's trall can le,,d nowhere fast. 

Runners should understand. however. that Berlln's 
megacorps can exact revenge on a 
troublemaker ln more ways than one. 
Gettlng away from pursulng corp 
troops does not necessartly put the 
runner ln the dear. The corps keep 
tabs on everythlng and everybody ln 
Berlin, and so can respond swlftly to 
events. Thelr constant struggle to hang 
on 10 thelr share of power ln the dty­
state requlres them to suppon ftxers 
and lnformers ln all groups and quar­
ters who llsten ln and report on every­
thlng from board meetlngs 10 Street 
jau. 

>»>>[The corps aren'I always fast. 
but they're relenUess. They hunted 
Ragtime Blues lor al leasl a year. 
Circuits know what they stole from 
whom; rumor has il lhat they snuck 
ln10 Messerschmitt. technically a mis­
sion impossible. 0 1 course, the corp 
couldn't leave that unpunished. The 
execs pulled every lever they could 
10 bnng Ragtime Blues down.)<«« 

- Marrick Man (21 :38:27/ 
27-JUN-54) 

>»»[Personally, l'd say the Blues 
systematically crossed every impor­
tant corp we've got, until everybody 
wanted them dead.)<«« 

-Hulk (02:08:39/ 
30-JUN-54) 

PLACES Of INTEREST 

A day's act!Vlty ln the dty of Berlin pales ln compari­
son to the action after dark: that ls when the dty really 
wakes up. Restaumnts. bars, nlght dubs. and other estal>­
llshments open thelr doors and vie for customers. What 
momlng people see as a blank. concrete wall may spon 
a glltterlng neon slgn after sundown. advertlslng one of 



Bertln's many Orfnk- lnns. Lucky vlsltors who survive thelr 

flrst nlght on the rown may resort to the ever-popular 

skullflller to knoc.k out the hangover and let them repeat 
thelr nlghtllfe slghtseelng tour. What to do when your 

evenlng ls Just beglnnlng and you·ve alre.'\dy lost your 
date? Plck up a copy of Berlln's most popular dty-zlne. 
chummer. and start huntlng. nmeour offers more tlps 

about Bertin at nlght than anyone could use ln a month. 

»»>(Everything you are about 10 read is stolen from 
the Timeout Guide to Berlin. You can gel the scenezine 
on chip, too, if you know where to gel lhem bugs.]<«« 

-Pumuckel (18:09:28/ 17-JUN-54) 

HOTUS 

Oomhotel (Cathedr.i.l Hotel) 
Average Hotel Archetype/67 KJonenstraSe/Walter 

Murnau. Proprletor/LTG# 345 675 87. 
Once a first-dé\SS establishment. the Domhotel has 

seen bener days, lts dedlne partly due to lts location ln 

Ber11n's turbulent dty center. Currently, the Domhotel 

offers shady C\IStomers a place to spend the nlght. lndud­

lng those Just l)ê\SSlng through or for any redSOn lacklng a 
permanent place to stay. Spartari but ftinctlonaJ rooms 
lndude a bed. a water tap. and numerous Matrl.x and 

telecom Jacks. 
Most of the hotel s customers find lts cellars to be of 

f)<\rtlcular lnterest. hostlng as they do a conslderable 

volume of black-market trading. The cellars also provlde 
several exits lnto the dty's sewer system. 

Congress-Pm,e 
Luxury Hotel Archetype/9 JacobysuaSe/Manfred von 

Melersfeldt, Manager/LTG# 222 768 90. 
The Congress-Palace. frequented by respectable Ber­

lin vlsltors. lies only three minutes' walk from the glant 

DeMeKo Building. Patrons of thls hot el can almost feel the 

pulse of the dty generated by lts hyperactive media. The 

Congress-Palace ls among the safest locations ln Bertin; 
the hotel ls completely surrounded by corporate endaves 

guarded by topnotch corporate securfty services. 

Little Klng's 
Cheap Hotel Archetype/ 1 1 2 Malchower Weg/ 

Henrietta Spoert. Proprletor/ Blas Agalnst Humans/ LTGI 

140 144 35. 
A tlny boardlng house of the type found ln the 

suburbs of Hohensch0nhausen and Hellersdorf. Little 

Klng's hlghest-volume customers are metahumans and 

sorcerers. Humans rrylng to book a room generally re ­
celve a response ranglng from lndlfferent to downrtght 

unfrlendly, dependlng on the color of thelr money. Little 
Klng's offers subslstence-level food and lodglngs, and 

many of lts patrons are down on thelr luck. 

Metropolltan 
Luxury Hotel Archetype/251 FrtedrtchstraBe/Kendo 

Yamashlda. Manager/ LTG# 525 525 00. 
Corp e.xecs and other VI Ps vlslting Bertin conslder the 

lavish Metropolltan Hotel thelr persona! preserve. Sltu­

ated between Berlln's malor corporate enclaves. Just at 
the edge or 1he Tlergarten. the Met ls only minutes away 

from the Zoologlscher Ga.rten train station. This hotel's 
fame rests partly on the tremendous range of cullnary 

styles offered by lts kltchens, from brtlllantly prepared 

synthfood to Rne venlson to wlnes datlng back 10 the tum 
of the century. Suites are equally lmpresslve, each featur­

lng lts own Matrtx terminal and trideo wall. 

Zum Allen Sdft (Old Convent) 
Luxury Hotel Archetype/ 1 2 Zum WelBensee/ Dleter 

Llmpertch. Proprietor/Sllght Blas Agalns1 Non-E.lves/ L TGt 

786 564 89. 
This Inn stands ln Berlln's elven quarter dose 10 

WelBensee Lake. wlthln the venerable walls of a former 

abbey. EJven vlsltors ln from the western Uinder on long 

weekends or brlef vacations usually stay at thls lu.xury 
hotel. ln contrast to Z.um Alten S!1ft's centuries-old exte­

rtor, lts small apartments are ftimlshed wlth modem 

ftirnlture bought out:slde Berlin. 

RESTAURANTS AND BARS 

Gore 
51 SchumannstraBe/Men)o Henhl ro li, Proprletor/ 

LTGI 781 566 66. 
Dlnner at the Gore 1s an e.xperience that marks one for 

lif-e. To dine at thls unique establishment requlres a lot of 

nerve and plenty of hard cash. meantng deutsche mark 
chlts. E.cus and nuyen are not welcome at the Gore. lt hc'I.S 

no menu: you eat what you get. Anyone who falls 10 clean 

hls plate ls raken to the kltchen. ncver to rerum ln one 
plece. Diners at the Gore play Russlan roulette wlth 

nausea. but should keep eatlng steadlly; ro do otherwlse 

can cost you your llf-e. When you flnd the first ring or 

brooch ln your stew, or a pair of halry ork ears. Just keep 
eatlng and try not 10 thlnk about the poisons that collect 
ln body !issue. Do not try 10 sneak lnto the Gore through 

the back yard. Vou mlght become part of the goulash. and 

your eycballs may end up swlmmlng ln someone's drink. 

Always. always de.1n your plate! 

»>»[You've got to be kldding ... ]«<« 
- Dieter (19:53:32/09-MAY-54) 

»>»[They are kidding. ATTENTION, ALL READERSl!I 
The Gore does not, repeat not. exist. This whole entry is 
just soma fragger's ldea of a sick joke.]««< 

---Sollo Bollo (02:20:18/21 -JUN-54} 
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>>>>>(Are you sure?)<<<<< 
-Ace ot Aces (05:41 :20/21 -JUN-54) 

»»>(Dead sure. (Sorry, couldn't reslst the pun.) l've 
been to that address: 11's a dry cleaners run by a nice little 
tamily ot Turkish orks.)««< 

-Sollo Bollo (06:56:02/22.JUN-54) 

H20 
Small Restaurant Archerype/ 48 SchadowstraBe/ 

Bemd Becker, Proprietor/ LTGi 345 888 22. 
Propr1etor Bemd Becker prepares a.li the food served 

ln H10 . Once a chemlcaJ englneer deslgnlng artlAclal 
foodstuffs. Becker f-ell an lnstam afflnlry for a much slmpler 

method of creatlng food that gamered a well-known 

mage the Nobel Prlz.e for Magic. Wlthln a year or the new 
technlque's appearance, Becker qui t hls career and opened 

a restaurant servlng pure synthfood featur1ng the extrava­
gant color, td5te. and smell of real food . At H20. dleters 

can order dec.adently dellclous dlshes contalnlng zero 
calories. The restaurant does not dellver. but customers 

can order ta.ke-aw<,y meals by phone. These meals have 

an lndeflnlte shelf-llfe. as long as they do not get wet. Our 

favorite house specialry 1s sodlumblsuccylynate B 14 on 

green AgarAgar. complemented perfectly by a pleasa.nt 
P[GSOOO. 

If Becker 1s ln a good mood. he sometlmes entertalns 

the guesrs by playlng on an anclent, bartered trumpet. 
Mages should avold thls restc,urant; they may never 

leave. 

Medlkus 
133 LulsenstraBe/Peter Paul Wolff. r>roprletor/LTG# 

554 132 88. 
The Medlkus glves the srudents of Berlin Unlverslry's 

maglco-medlca.1 faculry the chance to make a f-ew ecus on 

the slde. lnstead of belng shown to a table. guestS ln thls 
restaurant lay down on a stretcher and the · waiters· 

connect them to an IV. lnsertlng the tube stralght lnto the 

portal veln to allow direct access to the llver. [ach 

member o f the constantly changlng staff speciallzes ln an 
lntravenous solution. and the guests take thelr chances. 

The students use the guests as exper1mental subjects for 

thelr partlcular specialty. and so every ·meal' 1s unique. 
After a 'me.il" at the Medlkus some diners· c.an no lon,ger 

tell up from down. Because they know they can never 

agaln exper1ence the s.m,e hc\lludnogenlc Hash. some 
customers fllng themselves ln front of a Transrapld when 

thelr meal beglns 10 wear off. Lud<y customers get 

aphrodlslacs. weak halluclnogens. and bralnfeeders: the 

unlud<y consume hcadcrashcrs. paralytlc agents. and 
dlslniegrators. The 'cooks" are well lnsured by the unlver­

slty. and recelve the llfe lnsurance of decea.sed customers 
asa salary. Ask for Ursel (pronounced Ourrsel). and cancel 

your llfe lnsurance before enterlng. 
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»»>[Alright. ail right. eut the simsensel Where·s a guy 
gotta go to find a real place to eat around here?]<«« 

-Sollo Boito (06:56:30/22-JUN-54) 

»»>(Will someone please get the sick jokers oit the 
board and give us some real addresses for a 
change?]«<« 

-Goethe (10:43:01 /22-JUN-54) 

BARS/PUBS 

far Sldc S 
Bar Archerype/30 Llndenufer/Johnny G .. Manager/ 

LTGf unavallable. 
Known for watery drinks and salry food . Far Slde 5 1s 

only worth a vlslt to hear the confessions of the Mutates 
Anonymous who meet here every other nlght. Poor 

unfommates bom wlth a mlxed genette herltage. mem­

bers lnclude elfs wlth troll beards. dwarfs wlth ork hands. 
and every o ther lmaglnable comblnatlon. ail who meet 

here ln peace. Peeplng Toms should keep to thelr well ­

hldden alcoves and keep thelr mouths shut: above ail. no 
eavesdropper should ever glve ln to the Impulse to laugh. 

Mutates Anonymous may sound llke a collectlon of 

whlners. but they can lnHid conslderable harm on people 

bold enough to lnsult them. lnterested vlsltors should ask 
,, trustworthy local for the tlme of the next meeting. 

lchova 
Bar Archerype/ 77 HlrtenstraBe/R.'\Shl Abumad. Pro­

pr1etor/L TGH 115 00 1 77. 
Rashl Abumad uses the jehova to gather followers 

who see the vrr AS catastrophes as evldence or the divine 

Rashnu's hand ln hlstory. Accordlng 10 thelr bellefs. the 
god Rashnu vlews the world as a glant. lnfected bacterla 

culture that has reached the end of lts existence. The 

VrTAS plague was the Great Dylng. caused by His lnflnlte 

power and wlll. Bellevlng that the end of the world Ls 
Imminent. Rashl Abumad offers the best beer ln the clty for 

free: he wanrs to use up the good brew before he 
progresses 10 hls next llfe, and has no need to make 

money. However. only those subscrtblng to the 'pure 

falth' may enter thls bar. Anyone lnterested ln Jolnlng the 

unendlng party should shave hls head and don a yellow 
caftan. Try peeling some onlons to get the watery eyes of 

the true bellever. 

Mcld ln 
Bar Archerype/ 1 2 GrenzstraBe/Vera Heinkel. Propri­

etor/LTGI 474 539 97. 
A specics-toleram bar. Meld ln ls the current meeting 

place of cholce for polldubs dedlcated to lmprovlng 

relations between humans and metahumans. Predlctably. 
thls dlenteJe makes Meld ln a frequent target of the radst 

Humanls pollclub and lts allle.s. 



»>»[We weren·1 even serious before. Death to ail 
goblin fraggers!J««< 

-Krupp ( 15:09:06/02-APR-53) 

>»»(Nice of you 10 moulh ott, Krupp. And here 1 
thought you were still worklng outside. Vou know how 
l've been dying to meet you again. nme to hand in your 
lunch pall.)<«« 

-Sigmund (18:11 :56/03-APR-54) 

Movtng 

Bar Archetype/Here and There/K. Fleblg. Proprletor / 
L TG, unknown. 

Movlng deserves lts name: the same place tums up 
ln a dlfferent loc.atlon every nlght. When asked how he 

manages to move an entire bar every nlghl. owner K. 

Fleblg only lifts hls eyebrows and grlns. Oddly enough. 
Movlng ls the preferred bar of Berlln's upper crust. To see 
and be seen here ls the only thlng that counts. Fleblg 

serves topnotch alcohollc lngredlents only avallable on 

thls slde of the galactlc core. and drinks are prlced 

accordlngly. Anyone lucky enough to flnd Movlng should 
seize the day. buy a drink. and damn the cost. He may 

never be so lucky agalnl 

Onestone 

Bar Archerype/2 77 Umer den Linden/ Enrico Marott1. 
Propr1etor/ LTGI 111 11 1 99. 

The Onestone took lts name from a fomous sdentlst 

who supposedly sald. 'You don't have to know every­
thlng. You Just have to know where to look lt up. • The 

Onestone meets thls a1terta. as the leadlng llghts of 

Berlln's Intelligentsia drop ln frequently at thls café. lnter­
ested tourlsts often rub elbows wlth WTAS researchers, 
Nobel Pr1ze-wlnnlng mages. and other lntellecrual VIPs. 

Anyone managlng 10 wheedle hls way lnto thls bar has the 

chance to en)oy genlus-level conversation about sudl 
esoterlc sub)ects as the concave nature of the space­

maglc-tlme continuum whlle slpplng watered-down 

drinks. Unless the tour1st can hold hls own ln debate. 
however. he Is advlsed slmply ro llsten. For those l0dlned 

to speak up. never state anythlng ln concrete terms and 

remember to lnclude at least elght subordlnate dauses ln 

every sentence. Also. never ask anyone to prove what he 
fust sald. He mlght be able to. 

Schril.pnell (Shrapnel) 

B,<'lr Ardletype/3 SchmldstraSe/Ollver Lenz. Proprl­
etor/L TGI 367 599 76. 

This lnslder bar offers extraordlnary drinks and eso­
terlc food at a bargaln-basement prtce. The exact deflnl­
tlon of ·esoterlc food dlanges dally; prospective noshers 

should be cautlous. Though located ln a sett1ed area. 

gettlng lnto Sc.hrapnell can be dlfficuh: the management 
sowed a mlnefleld a.round rhe premlses. A w,vped wooden 
plank marks the only safe path through thls no man's IMd. 

The management often uses the plank as a form of 

behavlor modification, as well as for defense. Whenever 
govemment officiais corne around or a brawl explodes 

lnslde, bouncers remove the plank. Untll they put lt back. 
bar patrons enter and leave at thelr own rlsk. 

Newcomers to Schrapnell should wear sunshades 

and try to look chlller. Staring at orher guests Is the worst 

klnd of bad behavlor, and nothlng betrdys the outsider 
faster. Those w ho vlolate the unwr1tten code agalnst 

starlng wlll not flnd the plank when they leave. 

Sohtlne 

Bar Ardletype/ 1 3 Brel te StraBe/Jullan Klnkers. Man­
ager / L TGI 354 453 88. 

Anyone looklng for an expertenced decker. a new 

deck. or cuttlng-edge cyberware can flnd lt any evenlng 
at the Softllne. Prospective buyers need to play lt cool: 

deckers and cyberdealers at the Softllne keep thelr as.sets 
very close to the chest. Relax. have a few of the house's far 

above average drinks. stay quiet. and walt for someone to 
make an offer. Though the steep prtces demanded mlght 

feel llke extortlon at llrst. dealers at the Softllne never offer 

less than top-quallty merchandlse: the place upholds lts 
reputatlon. 

Prospective buyers who are wllllng to walt c.an flnd 

anythlng they want: completely blologlcal designer pros­
thet1cs. hormone capsules. the latest slmsense. all klnds 
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of sophlstlcated technlcal accessorles. cuttlng-edge 

mluotechnology. and much more. To Rnd the best deal. 

enjoy a few drinks and pretend that nothlng holds any real 

lnterest for you. A frosry customer ls more dlfflcult 10 

,\55e:SS. and that makes prlces rumble. And do not ask 

awkward questions about guarantees or serlal numbers. 

Tarantel (Tar.uttula) 
Bar Archetype/36 Gômlner StraBe/Proprietor Un­

known/L TGI 778 998 7. 

Rumored 10 be the prlnd pal han gout for arms dealers 

from all over E.urope, the Tarantel looks llke a standard. 

nelghborhood. medlum-prlce bar. This bar's less danger­

ous amenlties lndude good pop music and decent snack 
food. Sophlsticated dress (jacket and tle) ls a must. 

»>»[Quark. Tie. Ali you need is an idea. 1 901 in by 

nibbling on the decorations.)«<« 

-Bumm ( 16:34: 12/02-APR-54) 

Wolfssch&nze (Wolf u.lr) 

Bar Archetype/6211efwerderweg/Klaus K0hnen. Pro­

prletor /L TGI 344 456 79. 

Anyone who favors recydlng non-Berllners ln gen­

eral and ail metahumans ln partlcular for raw materlals can 

Rnd plenty of like-mln°ded frlends ln thls cellar ba.r named 

for Hltler's Beriln bunker. An ulrra-rlght wlng dlentele 

gathers here to conspire ove, bowls of real Berlin meat 

and cablx\ge soup. Proprletor K0hnen ls one of the 

Humanls head honchos. and hls polldub guarantees the 

safety of the premlses and customers. Prlces, of course. 

reflect the cost lncurred by thls protection. Discussion 

groups form on some evenlngs. allowlng participants to 

show off the new and fasdnatlng ways they have found to 

rephrase thelr hatred and blgorry. On other nlghts. 

Wolfsschanz.e saeens an dent propa.ganda movles. a thrll l 

superseded only by the addltlonal opporrunlty to pass 

around .'Uld sawk at ·saued relies· of the Humanls move­

ment. People lncllned to drop ln should vtslt at a l,1te hour 

when the lntellectual level of conversation has reached 

rock bottom. Flttlng ln requlres dose-uopped halr and 

cllpped sentences. Do not. under any clrcumstances. use 

subordlnate clauses. Can' t afford to sound too educated. 

mann. Not ln thls place. 

NIGHTCLUBS 
Helter Skelter 

Nlght Club Archetype/3S RlssenbeckstraBe/ Hauke 

Behrens. Proprletor / L TG# S52 556 5 7. 

Frequent patrons of Helter Skelter need elther top­

quallty d<Vnpers or enol@l cash to alford a fresh pair of 

cyberears e-tery two weeks. The preferred hangout of 

deathcore crasher.;, the preml5es are suppo,ted by steel be:vns 

Chat keep the œss vibrations rrom r1pp1ng the p1aœ apan. 
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>»»[lt's so loud in there, and 1he smell of gunpowder 

is so strong, that you cou Id fîre a whole magazine wilhoul 

anyone on the fa.r side of the room notlcing. Setter bring 

some fnends in case trouble startsl)<«« 
-Fahrenheit (11 :08:57/03-APR-54) 

>»»[There's a machine-gun nest in the ruins of the 

second lloor, in case your friands aren't enough.)<«« 

- Bumm {16:52:01 /05-APR-54) 

Metropolls 
Nlght Club Archetype/ 199 Wllly-Brandt-Allee/Laura 

Parker, Proprletor/L TGII 252 252 25. 

Runners may want to glve the Metropolls a miss. 

Consldered the ln place for Berlln's ln uowd. Metropolls 

hosts trldeo and slmsense stars. hlgh-level corp execs and 

other members of 'hlgh snoblety' who gather for small­

talk orgies over hyper-expenslve. designer cocktails. A 

fair share of wannabes wlth 100 much cash and not 

enough prlde regularly Join the real hol pollol. However, 

not just anyone c.c:m walk lnco thls exduslve d ub. Well­

bullt doormen. sald to be unbrlbable, guard ail entrances 

and exits or Merropolls. and most dlentele rravel wlth the 

usual train of loyal sycophants and bodyguards. 

»>»(Lemme tell ya about those well-built doormen. 

Sorne chums and me needed to have a little talk with a 

corpboy spending some time inside there once ... an 

urgent kinda talk, you scan? By lhe time we got through 

with 'em, those doormen didn't look so well built no more. 

Vou really want in, you can get ml)<«« 

-Kamikaze Joe (21 :45:33/19-AUG-54) 

Môr11n 
Nlght Club Archetype/2 16 Kurf0rstendamm/jean 

GJrood, Proprletor/ LTGt 677 666 54. 
ln rhls unique ntghtclub, Maddln the M.\glclan shows 

off hls magic tricks to entertaln the champagne-slpplng 

customers. ,\SSlsted by varlous enthusla.stlc newcomers. 

Maddln's color-and-llght show ls unsurpassed. and he has 

a tremendous glft for maklng the audience feel llke pan of 

the show. His experlenced hand can qulckJy rum a simple 

champagne nute held by an unsuspealng customer lnto 

a gl.ass of blood-red water nu1ng wlth lumlnous. green 

bubbles. followed by a metamorphosls lnto a blue, sand­

crystal decanter that suddenly blows aJ)<lrt ln a sllent but 

colorful explosion. (Audience members subjected to rhls 

tric.k recelve a fresh drink. compllments or the house.) 

M,,ddln ls ,m exceptlonally skllled practltloner of the 

hermetlc arts. but the other performers sometlmes fall to 

meet hls standards. More th.m one trick has gone wrong, 

to the dellght of the customers who manage 10 stay out 

ofharm ·s way. For example. one amateur maglcJan tumed 

half the women ln the audience to female goats. much to 

the surprise of thelr dates. Other customers have found 
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themselves vlctlms of Internai metamorphoses. some of 
them qulte unpleasant. Small keepsakes the Môrlln has 
acddentally glven lts customers lndude knotted Intes­
tines, small balls of glass lodged lnslde the lungs. and a 
shot glass inside the llver. Prudent spectators always 
leave aher Maddln's show. The key thlng ro remember ls 
to never draw the ,mention or an lnexperlenœd mage by 
dapplng too loudly. He may lnterpret lt as encourage­
ment to try an espedally darlng spell, wlth potentlaHy 
appalllng consequences. 

U-8.lhn (Subw~y) 
Bar Archetype/46 Kurfürstendamm/ Joslyn Hank.s. 

Proprletor/LTG8 443 967 54. 
A good place to meet lnslders wlth good lnfo and 

connections. thls gansh bar and sometlme nlghtdub plays 
loud psychospeed and glves subway Jockeys a place co 
play. Two subway-car slmuiators let newbles train for 
subway surflng wlthout rlsklng their lives. E.xper1enced 
Jockeys llke to thrlll the crowd by trying out new tricks. 

»>»(lnsiders? Mann, that dive degenerated mlo a 
tourist attraction hall a century ago and never recovered. 
Forget it.)«<« 

--Opa Kurt (16:19:36/02-APR-54) 

TOURIST ATTRACTIONS 

kr11ner bt (kr11n Coundl) 

Platz der Republik/LTGt 100 100 99. 
Once the pivot of dty polltlcs. the Berliner Rat 

building remalns a showcase or sortS for Berlln s anarchlst 
pseudo-govemment. Located ln the turbulent and dan­
gerous dty center, the Berllner Rat r1ses above the spot 
once occupled by the Palast der Republlk. parllament 
building or the former Last German y. The old bulldlng was 
razed ln the rlot of 2032. along wlth the Reichstag. The 
newer building belongs to the modem. somewhat dull. 
technologlcal school or architecture common to the Rrst 
part of the 21 st œntury. Much more lnterestlng than lrs 
bland exterlor are the often heated discussions that go on 
lnslde the glgantk Scc1al der Anarchie (Anarchy Hall). The 
atmosphere ln the hall ls as unique as the dty lcself. 

Ber11n University 
Vlctor1aplatz (Kreuzberg)/LTG# 100 110 01 . 
After the violent confrontations between students 

and dey govemment ended ln trlumph for anarchy, no 
one bothered to rebulld any of Berlln's three unlvcrsltles, 
all damaged ln the strvggle. lnstead. the NAP and other 
promlnent anarchlst groups constrvcted Berlin University 
on Vlctorlaplatz ln the Kreuzberg qUAfter. building the 
new Institution around the exlst1ng buildings of Schult 
helB Brewery. Open to studenrs of any age or educatlonal 
experlence. the unlverslty offers courses ln an almost 

endless var1ety of subfects. Each dass becomes part or the 
curr1rulum as soon as each course'ssel f-prodalmed teacher 
gathers at least four students. To eam a dlploma from 
Berlin University. a student must study a subject for at 
least four semesters. As lnterest ln any glven subJect 
Huctuates wlldly on both sldes or the lectem. few subJects 
remaln ln vogue long enough 10 reach dlplom., level. 

»»>(Then again, you can buy an excellent forgery of 
any kind of diploma in any bar near the campus. Me. l'm 
a certified landlord-mage-cook-chemist-business ad­
ministrator-electrician ... )««< 

- King.Jones (11 :09:18/22-JUN-54) 

Though its students rarely graduate. Berlin University 
1s ramous throughout Germany and the world for the 
rremendous creatlvity that practlcally oozes from lts cam­
pus. At Berlln University. anythlng goes. For example. 1r 
a magic student wants to try summonlng a dragon. hls 
teacher usually encourages hls efforts. 

»>»[Too bad that the dragon never appears. lnstead, 
try to explain to your parents thal the girl with seven 
breasts refuses to leave your side because your thoughts 
strayed al the worst possible moment. When she claims 
you made her what she ls today, do people understand 
that she's not using a metaphor?)««< 

--Olivus Lenzus (23:18:51/18-JUN-53) 

Many rlsky but effective maglcal techniques ortgl­
nated at the unlverslty and were later copled by magldans 
around the wor1d. The field of computer technology boasrs 
slmilar accompllshmenrs. lndudlng breakthrough slmsense 
techniques hacked up for exams and llfe-threatenlng Ma­
truc excursions chat tested expertmental decklng style5. 

»>»(Thal bum Akbâr programmed my deck solid and 
left me hanging inside the Matrix. l've been here for years. 
Those fraggin' bone marchants on the medlcal faculty 
have long since carved up my body for monkey chow to 
feed the campus chlmp. Il Akbâr Jacks into the Matrix just 
once. 1'11 shred his lcon. And ail because Hasenula loves 
me and not him. Not that it matters anymore.)««< 

-Ingo-Dingo (19:45:45/ 16-JUN-54) 

»>»[Piss off, you old cyber zombie, and quil whin­
lng.)«<« 

- Akbâr (23:09:31/19-JUN-54) 

»»>!Gotchal)«<« 
-Ingo-Dingo (09:38:21/20.JUN-54) 

The best deckers money can buy usually begln thelr 
eoreers at the unlverslty by taklng decks apan and putt1ng 
them back together. Older deckers teach thelr tricks or the 
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trade to the klelner, and anyone caught snooplng on 
someone else's t\Jtorlal gets hls comeuppance ln the 

Matr1x. Accordlng to the most rellable sources avallable. 

no unlverslty-tralned decker has ever taken corp employ­
ment. As mlght be expected, these exceptlonal console 

cowboys prefer the hlgh pay and hlgh exdtement of 
shadowrunnlng. 

from a tourtst's point ofvlew, the unlverslty's unique 

buildings, deslgned by archltect Alfred von Josten­
Schlenck. are well worth a look. A descendant or the 

famous Berlin archltect Schlnkel, Josten-Schlenck trted to 

combine the feel of H. r. Lovecraft's stor1es w1th the 
optlcal Illusions of M . C. E.scher·s art. The archltect suc­

ceeded. Not a slngle llne ln any of these structures ls 

stralght. and the sum of the angles does not add up to the 

v,1lues of conventlonal geometry. One can go down a 
stalrway and end up upstalrs. or look out cl wlndow and 
see one·s own back. These blZMTe effects drive many a 

vlsltor Insane. The unlverslty generally tc\kes advantage of 

thls occurrence by lnstalllng the unfortunate loonles as 
caretakers for the chlmpanzee. The administration also 

uses these lncapadtated vlsltors as a cheap source of 

subfects for mlnor, mostly h,umless experlmentatlon. 

recelvlng familles· permission by representlng the experl­

ments as therapy: 

Deutsche Oper (German Oper• House) 
10 Rlchard-Wagner-StraBe/Markus Kdmper, Man­

ager/LTGS 34102499. 
Before the dawn or anarchy. gentlemen ln d lnner 

fackets and ladies ln exqulslte bc'\11 gowns fllled the opera 
house ,md promenaded on 115 grounds. Performances ln 

those days fearured both dasslcal and modem music 

expertly executed by the premier artlsts or the age, 
always enthuslastlcally revlewed ln the dally papers. 

Durtng the prtvatlz.atlon orgy ln anarchy's first days. media 

glant DeMeKo bought the opera house and now uses lt to 

s~e the gala known as the Bcu.clar of the Bizarre. For four 

hours every evenlng. famous mas1er of ceremonles Max 
RJeddorf presldes over the Deutsche Opera presentatlon 

of the most grotesque. perverted sldeshow known to 
man. The famous-names mud-wrestllng match hlgh­

llghts every show. ln thls event. top megacorp managers 

and execs bartle each other ln llvlng sllme spedaJly 

created for the Baz.aar by Schertng PharmaAG. The first 
contestant to throw hls opponent down on hls back and 

feed hlm a kllo of mud w1ns a nlght w l th O lga Schwarz. 

Bertln's most famous llngerte model. 

»>»[Rumor has il thal Olga chooses her lovers her­
sell. The mud is said to be in1elligenI as well as alive. 
making il more 1han jusl the contestants' business who 
wins the match.)««< 

- Max-Max (21 :49:48/ 17-JUN-54) 

>»»(Ali lt takes ls one kick ln the privates. Even a 
perverted. creeping slime can't change the winner of 
thal match. Have at it: Olga·s mine tonight.]««< 

-Kiffing John (01 :06:49/02-JUL-54) 

The second most popular event 1s exchange nlght. 
whlch always beglns by Max RJeddorf strolllng to center 

stage and offertng a fabulous prtz.e for the audlence-voted 

most bizarre ad performed by an audience member. This 

event rotates nlghts throughout the week, and the audi­
ence only knows they have hic the Jackpot when Max 

beglns the evenlng wlrh. "l've got a beautlful, functlonlng 

Fuchl cyberdeck valuect at 250,000deutschemari<stoglve 
away tonlght. What bizarre act would you perfurm to get 

lt7" The audience helps choose the three wlldest sugges­

tions, and the selected c.ontestants perform ln front of 

Cc'\ffieras that broadcast thelr efforts around the globe. 

»>»[One guy oflered to swallow alive all pets in the 
audience and excrete !hem again, still alive, at the end 
of the show. He gol three hamsters, a parakeet, four 
dachshunds, and a full-grown thorntail. The guy man­
aged to · return· all the pets alive, but the thorntall nearly 
shredded the chummer's Intestines ln the process.]««< 

-Slim Jim (18:19:45/02-JUL-54) 

The wee.kly freak show ho Ids a ftrm thlrd place ln box­
office hlts. This event ls open 10 anyone wllllng and able 

to perform a suffidently unwholesome ad. The best two 
of each nlght's twenty performers reach the finale. when 

they each select flve members of the audience wlth whom 

10 produce a living sculprure approprtate to the evenlng's 
theme. The wlnner gets the lncredlble amount of DM 

200,000: the w1nnlng sculprure ls covered ln dry lce and 

left on dlsplay untll the next freak show finale. As soon as 

the new sculpture Is chosen, the prevlous creatlon ls 
thawed out, untangled. and hopefully, resusdtated. 

»»>[I remember one unbelievable sculpture where 
no one could tell what body part belonged 10 whom. 
Bodies got twisted al impossible angles, and the three­
legged freak who built it just stood next to it grinning like 
a maniac, knowing full well that no one, and I mean NO 
ONE, could disentangle its component parts. When they 
thawed out the sculpture two weeks later. 1 was proved 
right. An uncle of mine was part of that experiment. and 
he's had three cyberlimbs ever since.)««< 

- Kerrunch 1 ( 11 :09 :39/23-MA Y-54) 

Seats at the opera mostly belong to seclSOn ticket 

holders. though sell-backs occaslonally show up on the 

shadowmarket. Only people who know the rlght people 
even find out about these few tickets. Tourtsts who c.an 
swing Il wlll deftnltely ftnd a vlslt worthwhlle: noother dty 

on earth offers a spectade qulte llke lt. Avold slttlng ln the 
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front flve rows. because most· audience participants are 

chosen from those seats. No cameras are allowed ln.slde 

the opera house; dress ls optlonal. and pets are welcome. 

ShAdowmarllet 

Fr1edr1chstraBe (usual.ly)/LTGN unavallable. 
Anyone staylng ln Berlin wlthout vlsltlng the 

shadowmarket cannot really clalm to have vlslted the clty 

at all. The best place to look for the shadowmarket Is 

Fr1edr1chstraBe, though lt sometlmes shows up else­

where. The area lt usually occuples on Fr1edrlchstraBe wa5 

once a flea and art market. over tlme transmutlng lnto the 
shadowmarket. Coverlng flve square kllometers w1th a 

wlldly var1ed mlx of stalls .. tents. lean-tos, dfld caravans, 

the shadowmarket ls the place for anyone wantlng to sell 

somethlng fast ln Berlin. Customers can flnd any klnd of 

merchandlse: Information. cyberware, tickets to the opera 
house. chips. exotlc llquors. talismans. unique slmsense 

sleare programs. and so on. Want to buy TerTech's 

secur1ty layout? The Humanls pollclub membershlp roll? 

A holochlp of the la test SIi ppery orgy stMr1ng DarcJ Lords 
Ill and Big Jlm Hlm? Berlln's shadowmarket offers these 

thlngs and more. espec.lally those Items consldered lllegal 

or subject to confiscation ln other Under. 

Ma.king a systematlc trip through the market to flnd 

any one Item ls vlrtually Impossible. Once lnto lts warren­

llke alsles. only luck or an exact knowledge of hls position 

allows a strolllng shopper to flnd a way out. The lanes 

between the sialis twist and spllt repeatedly. <md stalls 
shlft position a number of tlmes durlng the evenlng. On 

weekends. the market's buslest tlme. shoppers rarely 

need to walk: they Just flow w1th the masses. Vlsltors to 
the market should keep close tabs on thelr wallets and 

other valuables at all tlmes. Try to ,wold belng drawn lnto 

arguments-many vlsltors who lnvolve themselves ln 

disputes or scuffles end up ln the guttcr w1th a knlfe bur1ed 

ln thelr backs. 

Imaginative stall dlsplays make proRlgate use of magic. 

and customcrs should remember that anythlng that can be 
seen or touched ls most llkely worthless. lnterested buyers 

should ask ln a forthrlght but courteous manner to see the 
merc.hant's best wares, whlch every merchant can pro­

duce. Settle down w1th a decent cup of tea. look ,\t 

everythlng offered. and prepare to drive a hard bargaln. 

Once a customer decldes to make a pure.hase. the 

haggllng beglns. A merchant often dlgs deep lnto hls lx\g 
of s.1les tricks to get the pr1ce he wants. For example. he 

may clalm that the too-expenslve opera tickets w111 only 

end up ln the dustbln If the customer c.,nnot meet hls 

prlce. or cven fakc a heart anack. The buyer looklng to 
negotlate a decent deal should show no lnterest ln the 

mcrchant's falllng health or compllcated famlly si tuation, 

and try to Ignore the raz.or nudglng hls earlobe If the 
haggllng gets stlcky. Wlth luck. the buyer and seller wlll 

reach an agreement before elther makes a fatal mlstake. 

»»>[What's the point of all those elfing stupld hints? 

Those blockhead tourists are al our mercy anyway, and 
we do them for whatever we teel like. We gel their 

money, anyway. Either they give it up of their own 

accord, or we take il.]<«« 
- Beppo Fûrchtegott IV (07:22:29/18-JUN-54) 

Though owned by no one, the shadowmarket ls not 

avallable to everyone. Llke Berlin ltself. the market oper­
ates under a complex set of unwr1tten. unofficlal rules. 

Anyone maklng rrouble flnds out the hard way about the 

protectors the merch.ant:s pay to provlde securlty. These 

muscle men rarely make an appearance because a qulc.k 

knlfe brlngs most arguments to a swll't end. The faces of 

those who sell there change as frequently as the clty's 
radio stations, but the shadowmarket ltself remalns the 

ScllTle. 

»>»[Nice promerthanks. For the latest in hardcore 

simsense, corne and see Lissa. Flicks for the demanding 
customer who wants a totally real feel.]<<<« 

-Lissa (23:49:48/21 -JUN-54) 

The Sllppery 

1 12 KurfOrstendamm/Mclrlrta Olgowskl. Proprletor/ 

L TG# 666 666 66. 
The Sllppery grew out of Sexyland. one of Berlln's 

blggest peep shows and sex shops. lts doors open for one 

hour every evenlng. then close untll early the next mom­
lng. ln the lnterlm, thls establishment ,off-ers the most 

decadent sex show on earth. lncludlng b.anned slmsense 

screenlngs, llve orgies. and a varlety of shows st.1rrlng 

dwarfs. elves. orks. and othcr metahumans. 
ln exchange for enough deutsche marks, a vlsltor 

w1th a taste for advenrure c.,n enjoy the fully synthetlc 

mlr,,cle partners of the famous mage Bemd U. Satlsfled 

customers swear that Bemd's crcatlons make an encoun­
ter wlth any llvlng woman. m,m. ork. or other race pale by 

comparlson. Those who run out of money before the 

Sllppery opens lts doors agaln can rent themselves out 10 

the management. but must then endure other customers· 

wildest deslres. Many wealthy cltlz.ens vlslt ag,lln and 
agaln. spedflcally 10 enjoy thls pMlcular rule from both 

sldes. 

>»»[OK, call me boring and mundane, bul I think the 

Germans were pulling both legs with soma of those 

entries. Cannlbalism? Come onl]«<« 
- Rico (03:20:28/12- 16-54) 

»»>[Why don't you head on over and check il out. 

Rico? File a book repon or something.l«<« 
- Uncle Creepy (04:29: 17/ t 2-16-54) 
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Ll$ml Th.lt ls • purety AmerlCAn phe• 
nomenonl 

-8ertflold Vlsser, Dun, Oepartment of 
Thaumaturgy, Cologne Untverstty 

The flrsl people to practlce rT\,\glC ln Germany dfter 
the Awakenlng belonged to such so-c.alled ·marginal' 
groups as neo-pagans. femlnlsts, 
met.ahumans. and national mlnorl­
tles such as Serbs. Slntl. and Roma. 
The latter two groups espedally, 
known and persecuted for centu­
ries as gypsles. s.,w m<\glC as 1helr 
ftrst real chance 10 effeetlvely com­
bat lncreaslngly hostile German 
offidaldom. The mllltary govem­
men1 that ruled Germany from 
2.009 to 2.014 repeatedly trled to 
force the few remalnlng Sint! and 
Roma bands to settle ln 
shantytowns created for that pur­
pose. ostenslbly to preserve pub­
lic order. When a few Roma tr1bes 
used wltchcrdft to force en1ry lnto 
the Berlin govemment qutUter to 
present a petltlon demandlng an 
end to forced resettlement, thls 
llrs1 public use of ma.glc opened 
the puppet-Senate to such public 
ridicule that lts downfall became 
lnevltable. 

Llke the Roma. female ad­
herents of vartous femlnlst and 
ecologlcal movements lnltlally 
devoted conslderable energy to nature ITh'SIC. However, 
thls bfler ftowerlng of nature-related magic ended ln 
2.02.8. when Heidelberg University became the ftrst Ger­
man unlverslty to establlsh a hermetlc dlsclpllne. ln the 
mlnds of most modem-day Germ.ans. magic means her­
menc magic. This orderly dlsclpllne uses formulas, graphs, 
and ftgures. techniques that the ever-methodlc.al Ger­
mans seemed to take to llke ftsh to water. Not surprts­
lngly, German unlversltles offer1ng thaumaturglcal stud­
les elfe among the best ln the world. 
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»»>[Natural magic is nol absent lrom Germany; it has 
simply become less important. Mosl Germans think of 
hermetic magic as the principal accepted lorm of magic, 
and natural magic such as shamanism. druidism, witch­
craft, and so on as second-rate and of questionable 
validity. This attitude does not reflect reality, but is 
merely a public prejudlce.)«<« 

- Initia te of Hern (09:20: 10/ 
09-JUL-54) 

HERMETIC MAGIC 

After the ûech Republic. 
the German Alllance offers the 
world's best training and re­
search ln hermetlc magic. 
Scholars such as Albertus 
Magnus. Paracelsu s. and 
Agrippa von Netteshelm kept 
ma.glcal teachlngs allve dur1ng 
the ages before the Awaken­
lng. and Institutes such as the 
New Erfurt University, Heidel­
berg Universi ty. and the 
Langenz.ell lnstllute for 
Thaumaturgie.al Studles (LIITS) 
provlde spi end Id opporrunltles 
for modem-day thaumaturgie.al 
research. 

TRAINING 
Even ln thls Awakened age. 

true mages remaln scarce 
wlthln the German Alliance. 

Anxlous not to waste a single one or thelr rew magic.al 
resourœs. the ll\nder govemments requlre thelr school 
boards 10 screen ,,11 chlldren for maglcal aprl tude at 
puberty. when ma.glc.al glf'ts tend to ftrst appear. ln the 
ll\nder or Thurlngla. Brandenburg. and Westphalla. all 
chlldren also undergo mon1hly aura checks to determlne 
magic porentlal. If a chlld shows any slgns of magic.al 
talent. parents can expect a deluge of talent scouts eager 
to tender offers to educate the chlld. ln addition to the 
public magic schools. at least elght corp-owned boardlng 
sc.hoots offer spedal programs to entlce maglcally tdl· 
enred young.sters. 



This thorough examlnatlon of all chlldren ensures 
that few wlth magic.al talent remaln unexplolted. Even 
lesser talents are tralned. glvlng the German Alliance the 
wortd's hlghest percent.age per capllcl of maglcal adepts. 
Maglcally glfted chlldren whose parents are members of 
c1 narure cuit frequently become the subjecr of connlets 
c1bout care and custody; desplte growlng acceptance of 
the so-<.alled Welse ("wlse "). author1tles ln certain L.\nder 
and ln the megacorporatlons greatly pref'er to send these 
chlldren to hermetlc boardlng schools so thdt rhelr pow­
ers are not "wasted' on n.11ure magic. Boardlng-school 
educatlon almost lnvar1,,bly leads these chlldren 10 unl­
verslty and a career ln research: only a few mages escape 
unlverslty and then corporate control. The corps support 
most unlverslty magic programs wlth substantlal mon­
etary grants. and so the unlversltles tend to dance 10 the 
corporate rune. 

Even those who lclck talent for lts practlce can study 
the rheoretlcal slde of magic. At Gymnaslen (hlgh sc:hools) 
ln Thur1ngla. srudents may choose magic.al theory as a 
subject for thelr final exams even Ir they lack the falntesl 
shred of maglcal ablllty. 

HUlMCTIC UNIVlRSmlS 
8eglnnlng wlth Heidelberg University ln 2028. 

Germany's older, establlshed unlversltles Rrst founded 
departmentS of thaumaturgy. The ploneer1ng Heidelberg 
University paved the way for the colleges of Gôttlngen. 
T0blngen, Mclrburg. Cologne, and Bertin. Younger unlver­
sltles followed suit ln the 2030s. and after the Euro-Wars 
est.,bllshed the Fachhoch.schulen (pro~lonal schools). a 
thlrd wave of magic.al St\Jdles programs. These schools 
offer thaumarurgy courses orfented toward practlcal c.\p­

pllcatlons. 
An academlc degree from any unlverslry, partlcularly 

the most prestlglous lnstlrutlons. glves lts bearer much­
sought-after social recognition ln Germany. ln 2036, the 
Ali lance govemment estc1bllshed the system of clcademlc 
grades cuf'l'ently uscd throughout the German L...o\nder to 
lnclude recognition of magic.al academlcs. 

A ·or. /V\ag. Herm. often abbrevlated to ' Dr. Mag . .' 
denotes a scholar of hermetlc magic. The New Erfurt 
University also grants the tltle of 'Dr. Utr. Mag. meclnlng 
·doctor of magic.al theory; denot1ng a scholar of both 
hermetlc and shdmanlc maglcal theory. ln addition to 
these degrees, there exlst countless magister and bacl1· 
elor grades. most of whlch refer to theory rc1ther than 
practlca.l mastery of magic. 

»>»(Ouite correct. To earn a ·sac. Mag: trom, say, 
Auersbach. one need only be able to tell a fireball lrom 
a soccer ball and know why one should not kick the 
former ... )<<<<< 

- Prof. M. (21 :15:23/21-JUL-54) 

The "Dlpl. Mag.' certlOcates glven by many 
fachhochschulen. on the other hand. guaranree that the 
beruer pos.sesscs solld practlcal skllls. 

Not c.ountlng the few corporate--owned research 
establishments. the German Alliance today contalns 67 
departments of magic wlthln 46 unlverslties and 2 1 
fachhoch.schulen. The lnstlt\Jtlons best k.nown throughout 
che Alliance for the qudllty of thclr programs and/or 
research are llsted undcr Magic.al Sttes. pp. 139- 14 7 of 
thls section. 

Corps AstrAI~ Jenense 
Formed ln 2029 as pa_n of the Allgemelne Oeutsche 

Burschenschaft (General German Student Society) at 
Schiller University ln the town of Jena. thls fratemlty 
contlnues the cenrurtes--0ld tradition of srudent sodetles. 
As of 20S4. 26 cl1apters exlst at varlous unlversltles 
throughout the German Alllance. 

Type: lnltlatory 
M embers: 380 (approx.) 
Umlt.adons: Male hermerlc mages only. 
Sùictures: Bellef (see Customs. below). fratemlry. 
Obedlence (ro cl1apter superlors and alumnl). 
Resources/Ducs: Hlgh level. E.qulpment avallable 
to chdpter members at partldpatlng unlversltles ls 
generally good to excellent. desplte relatlvely low 
dues of 20 to 60 ecus per month. Ali members are 
honor bound to support the fratemlty w lth lc1rge 
grants once they finish thelr studles a.nd land a 
pdylng position. 
P.uron: Any members of the sodery s alumnl who 
hold lnftuentlal positions ln research and lndustry. 
Mclny alumnl occupy sucl1 positions: so many. ln 
fact. that somc people have hlnted ,lt a relc1tlonshlp 
between the Corps and the lllumlnatl. 
Customs: Members hold a.n anacl1ronlstlc vlew or 
the world cemered on proof of masc.ullnlry. roman­
tlclsm. vague nat1onallsm. and excessive beer con­
sumptlon. Hlgher-level Initiations often requlre 
r1tual duels. The scars left by these Rghts are 
c.onsldered marks or honor: somc c.hapters hdve a 
ranklng system based on the numbcr and location 
of facial K.arS. 

RESlARCH 
Unllke America and Japan. Germany supportS very 

few lruge. corporatlon-owned rescarcl1 Institutes. Wlthln 
the German Alllance. most researcl11s stlll performed at 
public unlversltles. 

»»>[Which are heavily lunded by the corps. For 
example. four-fi fths of Heidelberg University's budget 
cornes !rom AG Charnie.)««< 

- Prof. M. (04:09:22/13-JAN-54) 

The exception 10 thls rule are the lnstlrutlons estab­
llshed by forelgn corporations. Aztechnology has magic.al 
rese.ircl1 laborarorfes ln the Bavarlan Alps. ln Thur1ngla. 
and near Heidelberg. Though rumors frequently surface or 
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top-secret magic labs run by other corporations and 

devoted to comb.11 spell research, no rellable lnformanon 
exlst:s on thls subject. 

AJchemy 
Alchemy and lts related Re Ids form the main thrust of 

German magic.al research. B,oth bec.cluse of thelr dose 
relation 10 the physlc..11 sciences Md thelr enormous 

practlcal value. the enchantlng Md other use of maglcal 
mater1als and al'tlfacts holds a secure position at the top or 
thaumaturglcal research. Currently, Heidelberg and Co­
logne Unlversltles devote the mosl tlme and effort tow.vd 

researchlng the scientlfk approach 10 such m,'\glcal phe• 

nomena. 

»>»(Supposedly because of a lack of space. the 
alchemical departments of both universities recently 
moved to AG Chemle's client cilles of Leverkusen and 
Mannheim, respectively. Coincldence? 1 thinknot.J«<« 

- Prof. M. (08:55:3 t/31 ·MAR-54) 

Alchemlc.al research ls concentrated ln cwo areas: 
conversion or bctSe metals lnto gold. and the maglc..\J 
processes lnvolved ln enchantlng focJ. ln the latesl at• 
tempes to solve alchemy·s most famous puzzle. lnnumer• 
able mages are testlng andent reclpes for tranformlng 
t>ase materldl lnto gold. hoplng to nnd a wo.rklng rormul,,. 
The frustratlng lad< or results so fM has prompted many 
large research dep.urments to shirt thelr priorltles towMd 

focJ: many of those stlll lookJng for the alchemlcal gold 
formula .ve amateur occultlst5 labor1ng ln bad<yard l,tbs. 

Research lnto enchantlng focl poses a spedal prob• 

lem for the corporate sponsors of most unlverslty labs. 
Vlrtu,llly all focl and fetlshes only ald rhe use or magic, 

effectlvely llmltlng the market for these: producrs to 
maglcally acrlvc consumers. most of whom currently or 
wlll work for the corporations. A re<ll market breakthrough 

requlres researchers to dlscover substances that can be 
used by the vast majorlty or consumers who lack maglc..11 

abllltles. 

NATURE MACiJC 

Though simllar ln many ways to the Amerlc.."ln 
shamanlc tradition, German nature magic lncorporates a 
number of elements that make lt unique. The cwo tradl· 
tlons share a common concem for the spiri tual develop• 
ment of (meta)humanlty and lts relatlonsh lp ro nature, 

regardlng such questions as more lmport,1nt than the 
c.omplex theorles and abstract pr1ndples beloved of the 
hermetlc tradition. The tradltlonally dose assoc.l<1tion be­
tween narurc magic and certain polltlcal movements and 

andent religions makes nature magic less accepted chan 
hermetlc disciplines ln Germ.tny: accordlng to an INf AS 
poil conducted ln 2050, 78 percent of Germans regard 
hcrmetlc magic as respectable. but only 29 percent have 

the same respect for nc:1ture magic. 

The largest groups of chose who practlce nature 
magic lndude the Hexen (wltches') and Welse (·w1se·). 
These women and men were among the nrst to recognlz.e 
and use the newly Awakened magic. Var1ous drdes of 

maglcally active melahum,"lns, a few p.'\gan•nallonallst 
groups, and the maglcally glfted members of the Sint! and 

Roma crlbes round out Germany·s collecrlon or nature­
magic praccltloners. The maglcal pr aettces or the Sint! and 
Roma lie the dosest ro rradl tlonal shamanlsm. 

IDOLS 
The majorlty of German nature magldans practlce 

thelr craft wlth the help of entltles they call ldols, v lrtually 
ldentlc.ll ln bch,wlor ,1nd narure to Amer1can shamanlc 
totems. Most Germans, however. s.ee ldols as very dlffer­
ent from totems. generally conslder1ng animal spirits 

secondary to the humanlstlc lmagery of the !dols. Many 
German nature maglclans regc1rd the ldols as actual gods, 
best served by the erectlon of a temple and establishment 
of a cuit followlng: -Wise folk. thal corne from a vaguely 

Christian tradition p.refer to ec\JI thcse spirits saints or 
guardlan angels. The few animal totems followed by 
German magldans reflect c.reatures native to the German 
counrryslde. for example. Coyote h,ts no followers ln 

Germany: the German totem dosest ln nature to Coyote 

ls fox . 

>»»(Gods? Thal nature stuff some kinda church, with 
priests and such?)««< 

- Manfred (09: 12:31 /23-MA Y-54) 

»»>(Not quite. Soma see their chosen idol as the 
manifestation of an idea rather than a deity. By the way, 
no proof exists that a so-called "god" has ever influenced 
the real world.]«<« 

- Prof. M. (10:00:00/23-MAY-54) 

>»»fîhere ls llt1le point to arguing theology in these 
files. so I will not bother to bore or lnsult the readers by 
doing so. Suffice il to say that the beliefs (or Jack thereoij 
expressed in lhese files reflects the minority opinion of 
Germain and wortd society. Regardless ot what these 
writers would have you think. people still belleve. Their 
faiths take many forms and directions, and each spiritual 
path is as validas any other. Does "God" exist? Yes, in 
man y and varied ways. lt takes only a ctear mlnd and pure 
spirit to see proot of His existence ail around us.]««< 

- Penetant (20:28:27/19..JUL-54) 

f..c'\ch ldol ls assodated Wlth a da.sslcal delty. and ls 

represented by a variety or names. symbols, and legends 
ln vartous cultures. Gender 1s a much less slgnlRcant 
fe.1ture than lt appears: the male and female forms glven 

for the ldols llsted below refer 10 the gender asslgned to 
each ldol by the major1ty of f.uropean narure mages. The 

gender asslgned to an ldol doe.s not affect the magic or the 

person who follows lt. 
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>»»[Somelimes gender depends on language. Most 
European cultures, certainly the Roman and Greek tradi­
tions, see the sun as male and the moon as temale: their 
languages, If they include grammatical genders, renects 
this viewpoint. German tradition, by contrast, sees the sun 
as lemale and the moon as male: therefore, the sun ls 
"die" Sonne (femlnlne) and the moon ls "der" Mond 
(masculine). lnterestingly, though, most nature mages 
conform to the opposite, dasslcal ?nterpretation.)«<« 

-Prof. M. (11 :21 :09/15-JUN-54) 

Crutor (Der Sch6pfer) 
The anlsan of the gods. the Creator shuns the splen• 

dor of hls brethren, preferrlng lnstead to tlnker wlth hls 
own ueatlons. Though thls ldol dld not ueate the world, 
he dld create many of lts treasures. Even more than hls 
flnlshed handlwork. the Creator loves what has yet to be 
created. His mlnd ls so full of plans and ldeas that decelt 
and Intrigue have no place there: the many legends that 
tell of the Creator belng rrtcked by more cunnlng gods 
reflect hls dreamer's good nature. He does, however, 
leam from experlence. 

(mbodlments of the Creator lndude Wayland the 
smlth, the classlCc\l delty Hephalstos/Vulcan, and numer­
ous dwarf deltles from legend and fantasy llterature. 

Dragonsl.lyer (Der Dradlent6ter) 
This most herolc of the gods also loves fun the most. 

Though he flghts Joyously to protect hls own agè\lnst all 
dangers. even more than combat he loves a party. His 
followers see hlm as a big brother who takes ,, frlendly 
lnterest ln every aspect of thelr lives. Llke any young boy, 
he 1s open, frlendly, and oc.caslonally nalve: a s1.c1unc:h 
frlend. he makes a dangerous opponent. The dragons thc,t 
he slays have c:hanged wtth the tlmes: rather thdll attack­
lng the dracoforms of legend. the Dragonslaycr now 
flghts suc:h modem-day 'dragons· as crtme, pollution, Md 
corruption. 

Embodlments of the Dragonslayer lndude Thor of 
Nors.e myth, the dasslcal hero Herak.les/ Hercules, and St. 
George of Brttlsh tr.,dltlon. 

Great Mothe, (Oie Grosse Mutter) 
The Great Mother rcpre.sents life-glvlng n,1ture ln lts 

purest form: she glves her bounty freely to all who hcwe 
need. The farmer, the flsherman. and all others who make 
a living from nat\Jre's offerlng feel an afflnlty for thls ldol. 
Those who mlstake her gcneroslty for wec1knes.s. how­
ever. Invite upon themselves a world of trouble. Llke My 
mother. she flghts to death and beyond for endangered 
c:hlldren. 

The Great Mother's followers are hec"\lers, both of the 
body and the troubled psyc:he: thelr devotlon to thelr ldol 
requlres that they ald and succor anyone ln need. Short of 
beggartng rhemselves. they wlll share thelr possessions 
wlth thelr frlends. 

Typlc.al embodlmcnrs of the Great Mother lnclude 
the earth and fertlllty goddes.ses of ail limes and cultures. 

Gae.-1 or Gala remalns a p.\rtlcularly popular name for thls 
powerful ldol. 

Homed God (Der Gehftmte) 
The embodlment of procreatlve power and energy, 

the Homed God 1s the unfenered lord of the wlld. Andent 
,llld anlmallstlc, he 1s ruled more by Instinct than Intellect. 
Physlcal action and sens.1rlon shdpes hls world, whlc:h 
lndudes enthusl,utlc brawllng and lewd behavlor. Of all 
ldols. he ls the most tradltlonally masculine. Md attracts 
male-domlnated groups: hls foilowers tend toward das­
slc deflnlt1ons of mac:hlsmo and prefer action to patience. 
Many followers of the Homed God run the shadows for 
the dangers of the llfestyle and the chance to dlsplay thelr 
strength. The.se nature magldans appear frlendly and 
rell,\ble, If somewhat overpowerlng: they tend to pay 
extravagant attention to the opposite se.x. often more 
thi\Jl 1s strtctly wlse. 

Among the Homed God's best-known n.vnes are 
Pan. Ccmunnos. and Elc:hcnfOrst (Lord of Oaks). Wlthout 
doubt. thls ldol lnsplred the homed devll of the Christian 
tr,,dltlon. 

Moon MAlden (Oie Mondln) 
The Moon Maldcn. goddess of the nlght sky. symbol­

lzes ail the aspects tradltlonally ascrlbed to femlnlnlty. 
Moody. changedble, emotlonal. myste(lous, other cimes 
gentle and pleasant. sometlmes wtld and unlnhlblted. 
Moon Maldcn exlstS as one wlth nat\Jre. Her realm 
encompasses ail the world: the sky she lllumlnates. the 
fertile ground. and the water whose tldes she contrais. 
The Moon Mè\lden's foilowers draw on the.se almost 
dlc:héd aspects offemlnlnlty as sources of andent. potent 
power: for them. the Moon Malden represents the ultl­
mate superlortty of wom,,n's gentle and nurturlng nature 
over m,m's destructive Impulses. Not surprtslngly, male 
followers of the Moon Malden «re rare. Many establlshed 
moon goddesses exlst: the Roman Diana ls by far the 
current favorite name for the Moon Malden. 

Wlld Huntsman (Der WIide J• ser) 
An outsider among the !dols. the Wlld Huntsman 

roams the wortd consumed by rage. followed by hls 
enraprured entourage. He constantly wc1lks the thln line 
between sanlty and madness. but hls frenzy hldes an 
lntlmate knowledge of the unlverse's sacred mysterles. 
As the ldol who gave manklnd the lntoxlcatlng Cup of 
Knowledge. the Wlld Hunt:sman 1s the patron of numer­
ous secret, esotertc cuits. 

Typlcal embodlments of thls ldol lndude the Norse 
Odin. the Greek/Roman Dlonysus/Bacchus. and so on. 

ADE.PTS 
As ls true ln the shamanlstlc dlsdpline. certain human 

and metahuman practltloners of nature magic cannot 
wholeheartedly commit themselves to thelr magic.li art. 
The equlvalent of Amerlcan-style shamanlc adepts. suc:h 
persans are known as adepts of thelr ldol. 
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>»»[Keep that in mind, folks. An adept of the Great 

Mother is called that because she has anached herself 
to a single aspect of the Deity, not because she has 
received consecratlon. She ls not a priestess, or any­
lhing like one, and is usually far less proflcient in ritual 

than others of the Weise.]«<« 
-Gundel Gaukeley (00:05:44/05-APR-54) 

Bec.ause the adept lacks any other magic.al e.xperl­
ence apart from hls or her connectlon to the ldol, the adept 
can only leam certain magic assoclated specJRc.a.lly wlth 
that ldol. For example. an adept or the Homed God can 

use combat spells and conjure Spirits or the Land, only 
because the Homed God has a specJRc afflnlty for such 

magic.al activltles. 

DRUIDS 
Though conslderably fewer ln number than thelr 

brechren ln other lands. drulds of both shamanlc and 
hennetlc leanlngs practlce thelr craft ln Gennany. Drulds 
are among the few Gennan maglclans who follow totems 
rather than ldols. Both groups model themselves on thelr 
British counterparts ln tenns or the totems they follow. the 

regalla they we<u, and the Intrigues they sponsor. ln spi te 
of thelr slmllar1t1es, however, the German shamanlc and 

hennet1c drulds rarely get along. 

PATH MAGIC 
A whlrlwlnd of rumors has surrounded the elves or 

Pomorya ln the wake of the recent revelat1ons about the 
path magic practlced by the elves of TTr na nôg. Though 

the Duchy of Pomorya has proven connections to the TTr, 
no other faces about thelr relatlonshlp c.an be plnned 
down. Ali specul<ulon on that relatlonshlp has been 
edlted from these flles for lack of evldence. 

»>»[Really? How interesting. 1 wonder why such 

musings were exorcised, so to speak.)««< 
-Go Figure (02:17:51/20-NOV-54} 

BRANCHES OF NA TURE MAGJC 
The followlng grouplngs represent Germ.my·s major 

practitloners or nat\Jre mc1glc. 

Wltchuaft (Hexenwesen) 
Gennany's tradition or wltchcraft. or hexenwesen. 

dates back to anclent tlmes. Even ln antlqulty. people 
knew and feared the magic of the str1ga or maleflcla. 
Contra.ry 10 popular beller, however, bellef ln the exist­
ence or wltches was consldered heresy by the Church 

dur1ng the M iddle Ages. The ghastly wltch hunts thal 
c.aused thedeath oflnnumerable women and men through 
superstition and denunclatlon 10 serve ulterlor motives 
only began wlth the dawn of modern tlmes. Laner-day 

lnterpretatlons of wltch hunts lndude a derlcal hatred or 
women, c\ dellberate. methodlcal attempt to ellmlnate 
mldwlves knowledgeable ln herbai lore (lncludlng blrth 
control). and an attempt to eradlc.ate hldden cuits dedl-
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c.ated to the old gods or nature. The latter espedally 
became the focus of unreasonlng hatred around the 
mlddle of the 20th century. less because social sclentlsts 

ldentlRed them than because many among the Welse 
dared to go public before the Awakenlng. 

The blossomlng of w1tchaaft around the rum of the 
20th century began ln Br1taln and rhe United States ln the 

1960s, when femlnlst and ecologlcal movements dlscov­
ered and espoused the and ent. esoter1c nature worshlp. 
Practltloners of what they called "Wlcca. the Craft of the 
Wise' such as Gerald Gardner. Doreen Sanders. and 

Starhawk paved the way for the w1tchcraft explosion 
durlng the fast years of the 20th century and the flrst or the 
21 st. 

>»»(Those witches started rumors about real magic 
even then, more than a decade before the •official" 
return of magic to the world.)««< 

- Prof. M. (22:05:11/27-SEP-54) 

The term Wlcca ls derlved from the Anglo-Saxon 
·w1cce: or w1tch: native German groups as well as those 

ln America used lt orlglnally because the native tenn 
'he.xe· c.arr1ed too manynegat1veconnotatlons. The Amert­

can Wlcc.a movement. based pr1martlyon European myth, 
dedlned wlth the r1se of Native Amer1can power. The 
formation of the Native Amerlc.an Mtlons made many 

magic.al sites lnaccesslble to Anglos. because they lay 
wlthln NAN terr1tory. and the r1se or shamanlsm lured 

away many Wlccan devotees. 
Thesc days. only a rew Wlcc.an groups srlll practlce ln 

North Amer1c.a. most of them ln the Callfomla Free State. 
ln North Gennany. the wltchcraft movement produced 

nature m.1gic s most promlnent pract1tloners: even men 
and women who had consldered magic sheer fantasy or 
esc.,plsm before the Awakenlng wllllngly looked to wltch-



craft ln an anempt to understand thelr radlcally changed 
envlronment. The publldty generated by Native Amerl• 
can shamanlsm led to s.udden, brlef popularlty for such 
borrowed te.mis such as totem, medlclne loctge. and 
others. Gradually, however, Gemian nature magldans 
developed a tradition of1helr own, dropplng most Native 
Amerlcan temis and even replaclng the name "Wlcca' 
wlth the solldly Gemian ·wel.se.' 

»>»[l'd be more lnclined to trust a wltch who didn't 
style herself Magica de Spell, aven ln her German 
incarnation.)««< 

- ldle Savant ( 12:01 :02/02-NOV-54) 

The Welse almost always meet in covens, vlnually 
autonomous groups of thlrteen members. De5plte thls 
autonomy. however, Brocken Mountaln ln the Harz hllls 
has become the prlmary focal point for Gemian wltchcr,1h. 
Aslde from the Brocken. IWelve addltlonal sites ln spedflc 
are.as ofGemiany are used for powerful ri tuais. for certain 
ri tuais. the 'guardlans" of these thlrteen sites fomi a Hlgh 
Coven, a gathering that the Welse conslder the world's 
mlghtlest maglcal group. lnterestlngly. the Duke of 
Pomorya ls a member of the Hlgh Coven. 

for the Welse, the ldols, thelr bonds to nature, fomi 
the central rruth of existence. The Great Mother ls the 
principal delty, often palrcd wlth the Homed Goct. Seve.rai 
groups espedally venerate the Moon Malden ln the 
persona of Di Ma: of these groups, many espouse hostillty 
toward men. These groups sometlmes venerate ldols 
usually consldered male. such as the Dragonslayer or the 
Wlld Huntsman. ln f'emale fomi. The bellefs of the Welse 
are as varled as those who hold them. For example, some 
Welse oppose what they temi 'submlsslve veneratlon' of 
ldols as gods. and lnstead choose an anlma.l totem. These 
maglclans almost always choose Cat, Magple, or Snake. 

Most Welse vlew the ldols as overiords rather than 
gocts: among such people, worshlp of the delty more 
resemblesan exuberantcelebratlon than ,, subdued prayer 
meeting. Though ecologlc.1lly conservative. most Welse 
grant the necesslty of a responslble use of nature's re­
sourc.es, lncludlng the consumptlon of meat: thevegetarl­
anlsm common 10 many Welse cornes purely from per• 
sonal preference, and ls not maglcally slgnlfkant. 

Reusable fetlslles preferred by the Welse lnclude the 
rltual ~er known as the Athame, sllver challces. nec.k­
laces. bangles. and pleces of red string and doth. Expend­
able fetlshes lndude flammc'lble mixtures such as lncense. 
reslns. or CMnabls: consecrated sait; and small Items 
made from such organlc materlals as wood, wax. and 
leather. 

Roma Magjc 
Though even ln 2054 the gypsy's llfe ls not an entlrely 

happy one. the Awakenlng brought to the persecuted 
Slntl and Roma varlous ways 10 use magic aga.lnst thelr 
tomientors. The flrst documented uses of the newly 
Awakened magic ln Germany were recorded among the 

wtse women of several Roma trlbes: ln 2014. these 
women used magic spells to boldly walk lnto the head­
quarters of Gemiany's represslve mllltary govemment. 
That single Incident prompted most Germans 10 regard 
the Slntl and Roma wtth awe and even fear thelr power as 
maglclans. 

ln actual fact. the Slntl possess no p,artlcul.v talent for 
magic. Native toGemiany for centuries. the Slntl make up 
lust 18 percent of the total gypsy pop·ulatlon. and thelr 
maglcal proflle shows no slgnlflc..1nt dlfference from that 
of Gemians as a whole. Only the Roma, who came to 
Gemiany by way of E.astem Europe more recently. show 
a p,artlcul,,r prodlvlty for magic. The troubles ln the 
Balkansdurlng the 1990sand the Euro-Wars of the 2030s 
sent a massive Roma populatlon to Germany: as of 2054, 
roughly iwo million Roma live wlthln the German AJll ­
ance. 

Almost all Rom<1 mé\glc ls shamanlc and related to 
nature. Except for a few basic, general precepts, the Roma 
subsc.rlbe to no consistent world vlew: many Roma have 
Ct,thollc or Onhoctox Christian lec1nlng.s. others have an 
lslamlc bent. and a growlng number see:k to explore thelr 
people's lndlan roots. However. almost all tribes see the 
Great Mother as the most lmpon.ant power. By whatever 
name the dlfferent trlbes choose to caJI her, she 1s the ldol 
of most Roma magldans. The Dragonslayer and the Wlld 
Huntsman are the next most common. 

Most Roma fettshesare nature-orlented. though they 
also use tarot cards to forec..'\St the future. Thecltyof Berlin 
ls home 10 the Roma's most Important Institution. the 
lentralrat (Central Coundl). The Roma malntaln loose, but 
fr1endly connections to the Welse: natlonallstlc schools of 
magic such as the Runenthlng treat chem wlth open 
hostlllty. Wlth the slgnlflcant exceptions of Erfurt and 
Berlln unlversltles. ,,cademl,fs maglclans tend to Ignore 
the Roma. 

Refonned-Orthodox Church of Awû.enlng 
The Reformlen -Orthodoxe Klrche Der Erwec.kung ls 

M umbrella organlz.atlon establlshed ln Berlin by a num­
ber of maglcal sects of Christian orlgln. Shamanlc groups 
that developcd from the Russlan Onhodox Church wteld 
m,,jor power ln thls organlzatlon: lt also contalns a few 
Protestant Free churches. as well as pseudo-ûnhollc 
movement:s such as the Melster-Eckhard-Bewegung. 

Ali the.se groups sllare a mystlcal vlew of the world 
thM belleves mortals can reach a parttcular klnd of holl­
ness of whlch mundane power ls a falnt shadow through 
devotlon, love ofGod, and the pracrlce ofcerté\ln rites. The 
falthful of these churches use common objects from 
worshlp services as fetlshes. lndudlng such Items as 
lncense. holy water, altar candies. crudflxes. and other 
Chr1stlan-lnsplred lcons. 

Even though esr.,bllshed churches desplse and op­
pose the Refomied-Orthodox Church, growtng numbers 
of convens from tradltlona.lly plous segments of the 
population are jolnlng lts ranks. This ,church provldes 
devout Chrtstlans wlth the ml rades they only heard about 
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before. So appeallng ls rhls e.xpertenœ chat the govem­
ments of Bavarta. Saxony. and Westphalla. t'eartng a 
massive Infusion of members lntoa group overwhlch they 
have no control, have prohlblted membershlp ln the 
Reformed-Orthodox Church. This ban has falled toslow lts 
growth. The church-owned cable station Oie Stlmme des 
Herm (The Volce of God) propag<"\tes lts gospel and 
features prei'chers from ail churches. Needless to say. that 
partlcular cable channel ls not avallable wllhln Bavarla. 
Saxony. and Westphalla. 

Runenthlng (VerbAnd FQr V61klsche Zaubere.l) 
The Runenthlng. also called Assodatlon for National 

Sorcery (Verband Rlr Vôlklsche Zauberel). ls a small but 
specracular group of mages pr<"\ct1dng a pecullar br and of 
shamanlsm. The word ·1hlng" ln Runenthlng. pronounced 
tlng. means ·mcet1ng" ln old Norse: the group's ldols 
reflect lts veneratlon of the Norse herltage. Favored ldols 
lnclude Wotan the Wlld Huntsman. 0onar the 
Dragonslayer. and froh. the Grei\t Mother ln a male 
Incarnation. Sorne members also follow ceru\ln totems 
consldered suffidently Germanie. such as (agie. Bear. and 
Wolf. Runethlng members aggresslvely ·Germanl2:e· all 
maglcal expressions: for e.xample. they call asrral space 
-Stemk.larwelt. German for Still Bright Wortd: 

Most Runenthlng members combine patrlarchal. na­
tlonallst vlews wlth a romantld2:ed vlew of nature. lei\dlng 
some observers to name them eco-nationallscs. The 
Runethlng has dedared as lts enemy .,11 corporations 
pursulng envlronmentally harmful polldes. lnvar1ably con­
trolled by "forelgn' headquarters: however. they t\lso 
desplse femlnlsts. Chrlstlans. polltlcal llberals. and lclls.sez· 
faire capltallsts. 

So fat, the Runenthlng avolds a govemmental ban 
only because the maforlty oflts followers vent thelr hatred 
verbally rather than physlcally. Sorne Runethlng mem­
bers. however. appear to have been acttvely lnvolved ln 
recent attacks on thelr archenemy. the femlnlst secret 
sodery SIL as well as agalnst Installations belonglng 10 

vartous tapanese corporat1ons. 

Sp6 kenkJekerel 
The Spôkenklekerel. or Spirit Watchers. play arole ln 

tradltlonal North GerTTldll legends. As wlth many aspectS 
of andent tales of magic, what was tradlt1onally accepted 
as fact came true after the Awakenlng: many n.ulves of 
the German lowlands have proved remarkably sensitive 
to astrtll apparitions. However. such lndivlduals do not 
show any talent for spellcasting. conf urtng, or enchanting 
ln any form. The power to see spirits ls a1 leas1 psychologl­
cally assodated wlth the lndlvlduaJ's eyes: lfbllnded. they 
Jose the ablllty. 

»>»(How coma? Alter all. you scan with your head. 
not your eyesl)<«« 

- Mithrandir ( 12:54:31/31 -MAR-54) 
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»>»[Psychology; weren't you paying attention? Il you 
·saw• the spirits belore, you "know" you cannot do so 
with cybereyes. Therefore. you can't see them anymore 
because you believe you can't.]«<« 

-Streetwiu ( 15:23 :32/31-MAR-54) 

Spôkenklekerel corne e.xduslvely from old North 
Germany. an area almost ldentlcal to the current states of 
the North German League. Brandenburg. and Wesrphalla. 
However. the Bertin and Hamburg sprawls negatlvely 
affect Spôkenklekerel. and few ln those areas fulflll thelr 
potential as spirit watchers. 

>»»[Mind you, the general llight away from the coasl 
means Spôkenkiekers can be lound ail over Ger­
many.]<<<« 

- Prof. M. (20:09:44/IO✓UL-54) 



MAGICAL SITES 

Though present everywhere ln Germany. magic 5oeems 
easler to perform. or perl'laps Just e.."\Sler 10 percelve. at 
cen.,tn sites. Ancient citles. locales or legcnds and raJry 
tales. sites of worshlp belonglng to ancien, nature cuirs, 
and such recent lnstallattons as corporate and unlverslty 
sponsored centers for magic...,! research are among 
Germany's most maglc.aliy pote.nt are.as. Based on the 
I,mer two categortes, Il appears that the constant use of 
m,\glc ln a partlcular locatlon Imbues th,,t location over 
tlme wlth ever-hlgher levels or background cthertc en­
ergy. The followtng 11st of maglc.,lly slgnlflcant sites offers 
only a brlef selectlon of the best-known are.as. Many more 
llkely exlst. Just as potcnt but less well known. 

The entry for each maglec\l site lnciudes ltS location. 
accesslblllty. magic level. and background count. loc.i­
tton glves each slte's ~,nd. rollowed by the administrative 
district ln whlch the site lies. Ac.c.esslblltty lndlec\lcs the 
ea.se or dlfficulty of rc,,chlng the site. uslng the followlng 

codes: 
A: Generally accessible. Sorne of these sites may be 

tocated ln wlldemess areas. 
B1 Open to tourlsts. usu<'llly for ,, fee: closed ln the 

evenlng and sometlmes on weekdays. 
C1 Restrlcted access. These sites are on prtvate prop 

eny, andvlsfors must havetheowncf'spermls.slon. 
CC: SlgnlRcantly resrrlcted access. Most or these 

sites arc on fenced-ln or corp-owned prtvate 
property. 

CCC1 ln.Kcesslble. These sites arc on guarded pr1vatc 
or corp-owned property. 

Wlthln si tes thi'lt cover entlre sertlements or large 
.ue~. pc.lrtlcular bulldlngsor zones wlthln those MeùS may 
be more restrlcted than orhers or than the site as a whole. 

»>»[I have tal<en the liberty of adding to that last 
category the tollowing information. To wit, more than 
three Cs significantly lncreases the quality of the guards 
at ·_ccc· sites. For any listing with more than four Cs, 
deflnltely get permission to be there. Otherwise, have 
your pries! give you whatever passes for Last Rites in 
your faith before you go.J««< 

- Prof. M. (02:28:51I/11 -MAR-54) 

M.lglc refers co each slte's lnnate magic.al power. 
Most maglcal sites support magte,.,I actlvltles requlrlng a 
speclRc lever of magic: the hlghcr the number glven ln thls 
entry, the hlgher the lnnate magic level. Whenever these 
si tes poslt1vely affect certain types or magic. such a.ffinltles 
.ue also noted. If a site does not h.:we lnnate maglcal 
power, lt does not have a magic level. This Is true of many 
unlversltles and research areas. 

nnally. Ba,kground Count refers to the general level 
of amblent Innuences. maglcal or otherwlse, lhat can 
affec1 or dlsrupl the etheric medium ,md thus affect ail 
magic.al actlvlty. This bc"\ckground count ls especlally 

strong at the sites of hlghly emotlonal evencs or maglec,J 
happenings. and also ln polluted areas. 

The wrlters of thls Rie take no responslblllty for the 
correctness of the di'lta presented: unforcseeable magic..\! 
or other events may change accesslblllty, mc'\glc level. 
and/or background count at any of the llsted sites. 

DUCHY Of POMORYA 
ln contrast co the rcsr of the German Alliance, thls 

seml-autonomous Baltlc state stresses the value of nature 
magic over the hermetlc tradition. suppotrtlng 1hls vlew by 
resurrectlng andent. polythelstlc cuits and rebulldlng 
temples and sacred groves. Today, most of J>omorya·s 
elven and human lnhabltants follow the local nature 
rcllglon, whose hlgh prlests double as talented shamans. 

~P Aritona (ûpe Aritona) 
Loc.id on: Duchy or Pomorya. Sa6nlt2 Ctown Domain 
Acc.esslblllty: CCC 
Mqjc: (3) for conJurlng nature spirits 
Background Count: 4 (Nature cuit site) 
ln the exrreme nonh of R0gen Island, the white cllrfs 

of Kap Arkona rlse above 1he Wlttow penlnsula. For a 
thous.md years, thls cape has been the site of ,1 major 
remple or Svante.vit. Among the pagan gods, thls Slavlc 
delty and cuit deHed the Christian tnnuence the longest. 

The modcm•day temple. bullt by J>omoryan elves 
from living wood and namcd the Jaromarsburg ln honor 
of thelr duke. also rl!>eS from ,, Sclcred grove. Most or 
J>omorya serves Svantevl t . an lncarMtlon or the 
Dr,\gonslayer whose enemles are no longer monsters and 
demons. but the toxlc spirits of the polsoned Baltlc Sea. 

NeN Jaromdl'Sburg lies a site sacred to the Great 
Mother. where sham,ms and nature mages from Pomorya 
and beyond gather every month to parti cipatc ln ,, wor­
shlp rltual conducted by Duke Jaromi'lr. 

Ernst-Morta-Arndt Unlnrslty, Greifswald 
loc.atlon: Duchy or Pomorya, County Greifswald 
Ac.c.esslblllty: B 
Magic.: Hermetlc Library (8) 

Background Count: 1 (Research Institution) 
An Island of hermetlc mages surrou nded by a se,, of 

nature magic. that department a1 Greifswald University 
owcs ltScxlstence toltsovcrlord, Count Ki'\slmlrTymlnskJ. 
Untll the foundlng of Pomorya. the unlverslty dld not even 
h,we a dcpartment of m,\glC. But when the J>ollsh her­
metlc m<\ge Kasimir Tymlnskl beû.1me Grelfswald's rulcr 
hc pcrsonc'llly supporte<! the establishment of a magic 
departmcnt and worked dlllgently to recover the many 
manuscrlprs deallng wlth magic.al themes that had been 
moved from Centr,1I E.urope to Rus.si,, durlng the E.uro­
Wars. Slberla's metahuman population cooperated wlll ­
lngly ln thls effort. and Greifswald U. now boasts one of the 
best hermetlc llbrat1cs ln Europe. 
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>»»(And has constant trouble with the original own­
ers of the manuscripts to show for it.]«<« 

- Prof. M. (20:09: 12/26-DEC-52) 

NORTH AND EAST GERMANY 
This section covers mé\glcal sites ln the North German 

League. Brandenburg. Saxony. Bertin. and Hamburg. ln 
general. these ~'\nder regard magic ln a positive llght. 
usually supportlng research, rather than hlndertng le. Though 
most stgnlRcanr maglcal sites requlrt? an explant1tlon for 
thetr power. some sites ln north and easr Germany 
posse5sed legend,,ry Importance before the Awakenlng. 
For these sites. llsted at the end of thls Rrst geographlcal 
division. that lmport.-mce slmply sh!fted perspective. 

North Se• Shore 
Location: North German League, Kiel District 
Acusslbllhy: CC 
M.aglù (2) for conlur'lng toxlc sec, spirits 
Buksround Courm 5 .. (txtreme pollution and he<1vy 

death 10 11 after flash Rood) 
Formerly a productive agrtcultural area and tourlst 

destination, the North Sea shore north of the new mou th 
of the Elbe RJver has become a toxlc desert, where 
centlmeters of polsonous sludge cover much of the 
ground. Ladong the funds 10 perform expenslve revltal­
lzatlon. the district government slmply fenced ln the 
entlre area Md ,,bandoned lt. 

The shore's few lnhabltants lnclude scavengers spe­
clally llcensed by the govemment to plunder the rulns of 
Husum, He!de. and ltzehoc from the!r motorboats, as well 
as a few partlcularly stubbom Frtslans dlnglng 10 the· 
holms of Elderstedt and Neu-Westerland. The Fr1s1Ms 
conslsten tly report slghtlngs of a modern-day 
Schlmmelrelter. a ghostly llgure of German legend as50· 
clated wtth cursed places. ln 2054, the Schlmmelrelter 
represents a demonlc harblnger of doom. rldlng hls pale· 
horse across the stlnklng waves and polsoned llelds on 
st0rmy nlghts. attacklng everyone he meets. Among 
other thlngs. the Frtslans blame the Schlmmelrelter for the 
destruetlon of a farm on the holm of Dlthmarschen. 

»>»(Seems to be a malevolent storm spirit.]««< 
-Roland von Bremen (11 :24:29/09-AUG-54) 

Spreewald 
Lou.don: Brandenburg, Cottbus District 
Accesslbllhy1 A-C 
AUglù (2) for con1urt ng water and Forest spirits. ( 1) 

for hec,llng spells 
B.lcksround Counti 3 (Nature cuit sites) 
Southeast of Bertin lies the scenlc Spreewald. ai 

wetland full of smalt brooks and Islands that ls sometlmes 
called 'rural Venlce.'Though government author'ltles once 
planned to drain the Spreewald and grow crops on the 
swampland, the Lllnder re.tontng of 20 14 and the Awak­
enlng forestc1lled the project. The rez.ontng retumed con­
trol of the Spreewald to lts Sorblc natives, east Germans. 
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of Slavlc descent who carefully restored lt to lts original 
green splendor. Today. the Spreewald. or Blota as the 
Sorbs call lt, 1s once a.gain a peaceful. apparently un­
touched landsc.ape. lts lnhabltants travel across lt by boat 
or raft. and every Island farm malntalns lts own quay. The 
ma)or seulement of ljubenow (L0bbenau). a smalt town 
famous for varlous Sorblc cultur,ll Institutions, ~rves as 
theentrance tothe Spreewald. On the town's east slde lies 
the ri tuai site of an andent nature cuit. a pl,Ke consldered 
holy by the Welse. Seve-rai slmllar, though somewhat less 
powerful sites can be fou nd wtthln the pe,1eeful Spreewald's 
dens.e thlcket of Islands. 

»>»(lt's not always so peaceful. During their main 
festivals, witches and sightseers arrive lrom all over 
Saxony, Brandenburg, and Berlin; some of them cause 
reat chaos.]««< 

- Prof. M. ( 13:09:31128-0EC-52) 

Accordlng to legend, the Spreewald ls the rec,lm of 
the Snake King. a mlghcy creature resembllng a glgantlc 
snake wcar'lng a sllver crown, Possession of the crown 
supposedly confers good luck and riches. Though thls 
mythlcal creature has yet to make a physlc.al appearance, 
the Sorb natives of the Spreew,,Jd lnclude more Snake 
shamans than any other Central Europc,,n people. 

S.chsenr1ng of Verden 
Lou.d on: North German Ledgue. Bremen District 
Accesslblltty: A 

B.lcksround Count: 3 (Rltual site of Slegfrtedbund/ 
Runenthlng) 

Accordlng 10 tradition, the Franklsh conqueror 
Cha.rlemagne ordered 4 ,000 Saxons executed at Verden 
an der Aller because they refused to submlt to Franklsh 
mlsslonartes. To honor the Saxon dead. Adolf Httler's 
Thlrd Reich erected a monument of 4,000 Stones on the 
site ln 1937, Bullt ln the style of North German stone 
graves. the NazJs called lt the Sachsenrlng (Saxon Ring). 

Wlth the fall of the Thlrd Reich and lts virulent form of 
German natlonallsm, the Sachsenrtng should have 
dwlndled ln slgnlRcance to a mlnor embc,mmment. Un· 
fortunately. aher the Awakenlng, a few nature magldans 
of a natlonallstlc bent chose thls spot. el ther thro1.1gh 
Ignorance or mtsgulded patrlotlsm, for a central cuit site. 
The ceremonles and spells conducted and cast wlthln the 
stone drde for the p.'\St forty-odd years h<we glven ,he 
ring a certain maglc.,1 potency, enough 10 make lt notice­
able ln astral space. 

»>»(The real danger here lies wi th cer,aln nutcases 
considering this place thelr property and trying to "pro-
1ec1· it against trespassers, even though the area is 
owned by the Land and should be freely acces­
sible.]««< 

-Streetwizz (01 :44: 12/04-AUG-54) 



Worpswede 
loudoni Nonh German League, Bremen District 
Accesslbllltyl A-8 
Magic: (4) for conjurlng toxlc water spirits: no other 

conjurations possible 
Bukground Count: S (Severe pollution) 

ln contrast to most of Germany's maglû,I sites, thls 
small North German village does not belong to legend or 
host tradltlonal cuit act1vltles. Before the Great nood of 
20 1 1 swept over lt, Worpswede's location at the borders 
of the ldylllc. scenlc Teurelsmoor (Devll's Moor) attracted 
countless arrlsts. The vlll<\ge even gave lts name to a 
speclflc school of painting. 

»>»[l'd like to know how that moorgot ils name.)«<« 

-lnfomaster (23:45:21/21 · 0EC-52) 

»>»(Believe me. you would change your desire once 
you looked into 11. •• ]<«« 

-Roland von Bremen (23:54:05121-MAR-54) 

The flash flood of 201 1 drove the polsonous w,uers 
of the Nonh Sea all the way lnto the Teufelsmoor and 

bllghted lts former beauty. lt remalned a dreary place after 
the waters receded, but anlsts contlnued to corne. As 
befltted the vlllage·s changed surroundlngs. these new 
anlsts styled themselves dari< vlslonar1es, composers of 
morbld hymns to decay, dec.adent hedonlsts. and splritu· 
allsts. This last group belleved themselves glhed wlth the 

talents commonly a.scrfbed co medlums. and were among 
the flrst to call themselves mages followlng the Awaken· 
lng. 

»>»[Even though from a scientiflc point of view, they 
were all simply mentally or emotionally unstable dilet• 
1antes.)«<« 

-Prof. M. (04:57:29/19-FEB-54) 

»>»[Theystill are, but they're dangerous lools.)<«« 
-Streetwiu (05:04:34/ 19-FEB-54) 

Following the acquisition of a slmsense stud io by the 
anlsts' group Schwaner Zlr1<el Worpswede (Black Cirde 
Worpswede). these amsts' fantasles now reach a wlde 
audience via slm5ense. Thanks to the Worpswede artlsts' 
notorious reputatlon and a slgnlllûmt percent<\ge of the 

population wl th amaz.lngly bad taste. certain ln-drdes 
have made a trend of uslng the5e chips, ITlc\klng them 
expenslve Items on both the black and gray markets. 

MINOR NORTltlRN SITlS 
The followlng four magic.al sites offer power to those 

who worshlp wlthln thelr confines. Thelr magic.al potency 
derives from long use by falthful followers, rather than a 
single. remarkable event. 

Kloster loccum (loccum Clolster) 
location: Nonh German League. Hannover District 
Acc.esslbllhy: 8 
Buk,ground Count: 4 (Monastlc communlty) 

Hlldeshelm CathedraJ 
locatloni Nonh German League. Hannover District 
Accesslbllhy: A 
Bac.k,ground Count: 4 (Christian site) 

Puttos 
location: North German Lec\gue, LObeck District 
AccdSlbllltyl 8 

Background Count: 4 (Nature cuit site) 

llatzeburg C..thedral Island 
location: Nonh German League. LObeck District 
Acces.slblJltyl A 
Background Count: 4 (Sacred site of vartous 

rellglons) 

SOUTHERN GIJlMANY 
Most south German states vlew magic as a tool. 

when and If they conslder lt at all. W Orttemberg corpora• 

tlons use magic to further thelr own agendas. the govem­
ment of Franconla uses lt as a tourist attraction. Bclvaria 
dlstrusts magic. and tries to llmlt lts practlce to a few. 

t1gh1ly regulated research radlltles. The trolls of the Black 
Forest seem most com fortable wlth magic ln all of lts 
manifestations. but even they conslder magic a tool rather 
th.an a path for spiritual development. The loosety orga• 

nlz.ed, almost anarchie Marienbad Coundl holds a d lffer­
ent attitude toward magic from petty ruler 10 petty ruler. 
but lt ls lnterestlng to note that the Coundl numbers 
several mages among lts kJngs, princes. and statesmen. 
and a few ourrlght charlatans. 

N6rdllngen 
location: Free Stace of Franconla. Ansbach· 

Mlttelfranken District 
Accesslbllltyl 8 

Magic: ( 1) for con)ur1ng Rre splr1ts 
Background Count: 4 (Site of andent meteorite 

Impact) 
Bec.ause lt ls one or Germany's remalnlng medleval 

towns that stlll posses5e5 lts anclent clty wall. the former 
Free Oty of Nôrdllngen ls a ravor1te destination or over­

seas tourists. Nôrdllngen draws lts maglcal Importance 
from lts locatlon ln the center of the Nôrdllnger Rles. a I S­
mllllon-ye.v-old meteor crater 25 kllometers ln d lameter. 
Mages w ho attempt ro con Jure spirits ln the crater say th.-n 
the local eanh and Are elementals. as well as the forest 
spirits ln the area. dlsplay strange features and habits. 
compared to slmllar elememals summoned elsewhere. 
Many mages flnd lt as dlfficult to understand 1hese splr1ts 
as to comprehcnd a toxlc splrit's nature. 

Most explanat1ons for the pecullarity of these spirits 

speculate on whether or not the astral reverberatlons of 
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the meteorlte Impact had lasting effects on the spirits. A 

few sdentlst:s hold M opposlng. mlnorlty vlew. dc1lmlng 
that these odd splrltS hall from a dlfferent wortd and are 

only stranded on [arth. not native 10 lt. 

»>»[He forgets to mention thal the usual ·strange 
behavior" of lhese spirits is to suck you in no maner how 
potent you think your powers are.]««< 

--Streetwizz (21 :52:00/23-MA Y-54) 

>»»[Persona! experience?]««< 
- Roland von Bremen (22:0:00/23-MAY-54) 

>»»[Almos!. A mate of mine risked il once. and 
needed all my strength to gel out alive. Thal finie experi­
enceleh mewithawfullycutecybertegsandeyes ... ]«<« 

--Streetwiu (22:37:05/23-MAY-54) 

»»>[They lmproved your appearance. Trusl me.)<«« 
- Hartey "The Boss· Hog (23:01 :32/23-MAY-54) 

The Wlese of Bavarla. Franc.onla. and W0rnemberg 
conslder the town of lpfhlll on the border of the Nôrdllnger 

Ries an Important site. though none but the Welse know 
whether thls Importance cornes ln spi te of or because of 
the oddltles of the local spirits. 

wgenull lnstltvte 
Loudon: Bavarla. Nlederbayem District 

Accesslblllty1 B 
~glc1 Hermetlc Llbrary (6) 
Background Count: 1 (Magic.al research lnstlrute) 
The L.angeruell lnstltute for Thaumaturgie.al Studles 

(LIFTS) eamed rame for the lnnovatlve theoretlc.al and 
phllosophlcal lnterpretatlons oflt:s research. Acc.ordlng 10 

the lnstltute's leadlng scholar. Professor Jewgenl 
Artusc.henko, both the shape or magic and lts unex­
plalned genetlc expression c.orrelate wl th the background 

count and type of magic prevalent at a certain location. 
Though harmless-soundlng ln sdentlfk jargon, thls theory 
represenrs polltlc...\l dynamite. For the extreme right, lt 
points the way to stopplng the blrth of more metahumans; 
the far left, on the other hand. accuses Artusc.henko of 
espouslng dlstasreful, 0 blood and earth

0 

ldeology. Though 

resedrch 1s stlll ln lt:s lnfâncy. and no practlcal application 
1s ln slght. the Langenz.ell lnstltute hc\S alre,,dy been the 

target of several bomb threats. 

»>»[For EC 500,000, 1 will deliver a copy of the 
research.]<<<<< 

-Wichita Cathedra! ( 18:49:53/ 14-APR-54) 

>»»[Refrain from such jokes. mein junge, or you will 
soon take delivery of some1hing quite dif1erent.]«<« 

-Prof. M. (21 :07:32/14-APR-54) 

»>»(Ali right: for EC 1,000,000, I won·1 deliver il.]<«« 
- Wichita Cathedra! (22:06:39/14-APR-54) 
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Neuschwansteln 
Loatton: W0memberg. Friedrichshafen District 

Accesslbllltyl B 
Background Counti 1 (Tour1st attraction) 
Though the currenr remake of Bavarlan King Ludwig 

ll's famous ·ra1ry tale c.astle· 1s only 200 yea.rs old. lt 
nevertheless represent:s the archetypal German c.astle for 

mllllons of tourlsts from overse.\S. Every day. thousands of 
slghtseers wander through the throne room and feast 
halls. gawklng at the overdone lnterlor. Oddly enough. 
thls travesty of a c.astle appears to be haunted by a 
genulne ghost of a rather classlc type; for the past seven 
years, a translucent flgure ln rlch robes can be seen 
walk11'g through the halls at nlght and walllng. When 
acc.osted. lt dlsappears. No one has yet determlned the 

source of thls apparition. though a rec.ent trldeo fearure 
produced by a UCAS station c.onvlnced leglons of Igno­
rant tourlsts that lt ls the ghost of murdered. Mad King 
Ludwig. A loc.11 cnhancement of the tale daims the king 
walks and walls because hls beloved c.astle belongs to 

W0rnemberg. 

Schwan.koppe 
Loudon: Marienbc1d Coundl. Duchy of Furth 
Accesslblllty: CCCCC 
M.aglc1 (2) for c.onjuring mountaln spirits 
Background Counti 3 (Presence of a dragon) 
Loomlng over the southem end of the Councll re-

glon. the Schwarù<oppe Mount.aln rlses hlgh above the 
town of Furth lm Wald. Once a sccnlc spa town. lt:s tourist 
attractions lncluded an annual parade and the Drachenstlch 

(Dragon KIII). ln whlch a costumcd knlght rammed hls 
lance lnto a wood-and-paper drc\gon. This town custom 
pald bitter dlvldends a f'ew years ago. when a western 
dragon named SchwMzkopf appeared on the peak of the 
Schwarz.koppe. flew ovcr the town. and dedared hlmself 
lts new ruler. The Welse Duchess ofrurth trled to flght, but 

falled and Red before the dragon's wrath. 
The dragon Schwarzkopf now rules the mountaln. 

the town, and the surroundlng a.rea. He reportedly fl. 
n.1nces hls extravagant llfestyle by squeez.lng the country 
dry wlth exorbi tant taxes and demandlng hefty traffic tolls 
from drtvers on the Munlch-r>rague autobahn. Unable to 
flght Schwarzkopf, the almost-nonexlstent central gov­

emment ln Marienbad c.onceded hls soverelgnty over the 
duchy. Accordlng to rumor. however. the exlled duchess 
continues to plan ways ro retake her throne. 

»>»[The Schwarzkoppe used 10 be a major ritual site 
for 1he Weise, and the duchess is a member of the High 
Coven. Suggestive, no?)««< 

- Prof. M. (09:24:55/28-FEB-54) 



Dr. Faust UntversttAt Auerb.lc.h 
l o<.adon:Marlenbad Councll. Klngdom ofFalkensteln 

and Auerbac.h 
Acceu Jblllty: 8 
Background Count: 0 
Desplte lts famous name. Dr. fausrus University ls 

one of the least respeaed ln Europe. lnfamous among 
professlonal maglclans for lrs low competency requlre,. 
ments. fv\aglc ls the unlverslty's only course of study; the 
level of teac.hlng ls rumored to be no hlgher than that of 
cl hlgh-school semlnary ln Thurtngla. 

>»»(ln short. the Auerbach Cellar gIves you a ·or. 
Mag." for knowing the plural of the word "locus." For 
anyone dying to gel a fancy tille without much work, this 
ls the place. If you're too lazy to appear ln person, money 
alone can buy you an "H.C." degree.)«<« 

--Streetwiu ( 17:45:31/09-JUN-54) 

THURINGIA 
Muc.h of the mc"\glC a«rlbuted to Thurlngla ln legend 

proved real after the Awakenlng. and Thurlngla's reputa­
tton a.sa maglc-rlc.h Land draws many maglcal rescarc.hers 
to lts borders. 

E.ven ln hlstor1cal tlmes. a single ruler rarely preslded 
overThurtngla's 16,251 square kllometers. lnstead. dltfer­
ent rulers spllt rhls tlny Land lnto several. mlnlscule 
statelets where anempts by every ruler to outdo hls 
nelghbors ln subsldlllng palaces. llbrar1es, and thearres 
gave Thurlngla a rtc.h and var1ed culture. 

Thurlngla owes les multitude of ongolng rlk\glcal 
researc.h projects to polltlcal changes wrought ln 2026, 
when the coalition govemment of the llberal E.SP and 
l.DfP parties llberallz.ed mag1cal researc.h lawsand granted 
local polltlcal entltles cons.lderable administrative control. 
These days. areas or the Land the slz.e of a polltlcal county 
are lndependent ln fact, If not ln name. Sorne of thesc 
smaller entltles have been annexed by corporations or 
panly absorbed by large-scale soclologtcal experlmencs. 
and the Land govemment exerts llttle conrrol over elther. 

Thurtngla ls also unique for lts broad-based support 
or magic even at the elementary school level. and the 
surpr1slng succes.s of polltlcal panles based on maglcal or 
panthelst phllosophles. For example, the Landtag elec­
tlons of 2051 gave rhe Hollsrlc Ufe Party 8. 9 percent of the 
vote. glvlng 1t a place ln govemment alongslde the rullng 
E.SP. 

H.vz MountAlns 
locatio n: Thurtngla 
Acce.uJblJlty: A-6 
Magic: (4) for conlurtng forest and mountaln spirits 
Background Count: 5 (Saaed site of Central E.uro-

pean narure cuit) 
This famous mountaln range hosts one ofThurlngla's 

largest maglcal researc.h projects. Frele Erde (free Eatth) 
Han. This so-called ·maglc.;11-femlnlst fleld test: con-

trolled by a branc.h of the Mother Eatth pollclub known as 
the 8Iox8erg6und (866). covers the whole Upper and 
Middle Harz. and centers on the Brocken. 

»>»(Thuringia is a state of Weisel)«<« 
--Streetwiu (05:33:12/01-APR-54) 

>>>>>ISo?]«<« 
-Gundel Gaukeley (05:45:23/01 -APR-54) 

The B88 coundl holds lts meetings ln Bad Hanburg. 
publl.shlng center for the femlnl.s(/Wlccan magazines Art1dl,1 
and 8/Mca 

»>»[Wh1ch contain some useful info about witchcraft 
and Wicca, but also plenly ol feminist , ideological clap­
trap. Oh, and lashion hints. Ever so helpful.]«<« 

--Streetwiu ( 13:06:55/03-NOV-52) 

»>»[You chauvlnist jerks should try readmg the 
Faustian paper: 64 pages of club gossip and conflicts 
between board members. Ever so useful.)«<« 

-Gundel Gaukeley ( 13:45:00/03-NOV-52) 

The Brocken peak Is the most hallowed location 
wlthln the Harz. Mountains. site of seasonal festlvltles 
attended by Welse from aJI over E.urope. 

»>»(And despile persistent rumors. men are not 
banned from those occasions. On the contrary, they are 
welcome as lellow celebrants and followers of the Great 
Goddess.)<«« 

-Gundel Gaukeley (20:02:37/28-NOV-52) 
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The festivals only c1dd to the Brocken's lnMte power. 
So far, rellable reports hc1ve conflrmed the presence of 
nlne free forest and mountaln spirits on che peak. whom 
the Welse of the H'a.rz regularly contact. 

The comlng of the Slxth World also apparently reac­
tlvated some formerly exhausted Lodes ln the hlst.orlcally 
ore-rlch Harz. Ali minerais ever mlned from the Harz 
mountalns. such as sllver, copper, Iron. gold, and so on. 
are belng mlned agaln ln the tunnels of the Unterha.rz. 
Though many abandoned mines have been le~ to the 
Aw.akened creatures belleved to lnhc1blt them. a group or 
dw~vf women founded the project Montan- Projcct 
Sangerhausen to revlti\llz.e the mines ln the southeast or 
the mountaJn rang,e. 

The Sangerhausen pro]ect lncorporates a number of 
small towns and vlllages ln the Unterha1°4. The dwarf 
women who run lt regard the area as thelr own llttle 
country. and ln tend lt to balance the lngralned discrimina­
tion agalnst women ln the Grand Duchy of Wesrrhlne· 
Luxemburg. Thelr relations wlth pro)ects located ln the 
surroundlng localltles arc cooperatlvc. especlally so wlth 
the BloxBergBund ln charge of the nelghboring r rele trde 
Han. prolect. From the start. the 66B has offered the 
women of the Sangerhausen project advlce as well as 
physlcal and maglcal support. 

»>»[Small wonder. 1 know from rellable sources that 
the dwarfs are mining orichalcum; Just a little alchemy, 
and it's incredibly vatuable to mages.j«<« 

- Flint ( 18:22:58/21 ·AUG-54) 

»»>[Nonsense! Orichalcum cannot exist naturally. 
That tact has been conctusivety proven.j««< 

- Prof. M. (I8:46:35/21 -AUG-54) 

»>»[Careful, Prof. ln a power canter like the Harz, the 
"impossible" has been known to happen.)«<« 

-Streetwizz (20 :30:00/21 ·AUG·S4) 

>»»[Beg pardon for interrupting your theories, but 
guess who still owns those supposedly played-out in· 
stallatlons, and still reaps big profits from them? Good ot' 
Treuhand ... ]«<<< 

- Roland von Bremen (22:0S:42/21 ·AUG·54) 

Kyffhluser 
Loc.adon: Thuringla. Sondershausen District 
Accesstblltty1 B 
Maglci Undetermlned 
B.c.k,ground Count: 1 (Rltual si te) 
The KyffMuser. an undlstlngulshed range of hllls that 

lie south of the Goldene Aue, figures ln varlous legends. 
The best known of them daims that the 1 2th-century 
E.mperor Fr1edr1ch Barbarossa (frederlck 1. Holy Roman 
tmperor) sleeps beneath the hllls and wlll wake when 
Germany needs hlm. This partlcular legend prompted 
natlonallst groups such as the Runenthlng to take control 
of the pan of the mountaln that lndudes Frleder1ch's 
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monument. There they c1walt the Emperor's retum and 
practlce ·c.ermanlc magic.· 

>»»[LEGENDol Barbarossa? You chlldren can'tknow 
thls, of course. but during the Euro-Wars in 2032, I knew 
Friedrich von Staufen. a mercenary generat of the high• 
est order. He stopped the ayatollahs for us: without hlm, 
Germany would have drowned ln the tide of infidel 
hordes. Guess where he first made himself known and 
hlred his f1rsI soldlers? Bad Frankenhausen, next to the 
Kyffhâuser monument.)<«« 

-Crusader (04:58:36/ 18·OCT-53) 

»»>[l've heard a different story. This one says that a 
group of neo-Nazis waited for their redeemer at the 
Kyffhâuser ln the 2020s. One day the magicdoor opened, 
and a troll wilh red hair and a long beard strolled out. No 
gold, incense, and myrrh lor Barbarossa tha1 day: just 
lead, Molotov cocktails, and kerosene.)««< 

-Streetwizz (06:09:43/1 B·OCT-53) 

Wartburg 
Loc.atlon: Thur1nglc1, Eisenach Dlstrlet 
Accesslblllty1 B 
Ma,gl~: Hermetlc Llbrary (3) 
Background Count: 2 (Site of numerous maglcal 

acts) 
Even before the Awakenlng. Wartburg. towerlng 

hlgh above the town of Eisenach. was one of Germany's 
most lnterestlng u'-Stles. lts daims to fc1me lndude the 
SJngerkfleg and the place of M.,rtln Luther's exile. Nlne­
teen years ago, a man calllng hlmself Kllngsor von 
Ungarland bought the castle for S or l O million ecus and 
rumed lt lnto a refuge for maglcally glfted humans and 
metahumans. drawlng hls guests from throughout south­
ern turope. Over the years he purchased other large plots 
of land around Eisenach. untll he owned both town and 
county. 

Kllngsor hlmself remalns as mysterious as ever. News• 
papers and srreet ru mors call hlm an agent of dark powers. 
and sometlmes a gypsy king. Though Kllngsor .\pparently 
malntalns frlendly relations wlth the Roma. no one knows 
the truth of tl)(lt relatlonshlp. Most locals belleve hlm robe 
a shaman or n,,ture mage. cltlng as evldence the fact that 
he consecrated a cuir si te to the Wlld Huntsm.an and the 
Great Mother on the legendary H0rsclberg southeast of 
Eisenach. The Wartburg ltself Is reserved for seasonal 
festivals. vc1rlous types or shows. and othcrculturc1I events. 

Jen.i 
Loc.atton1 Thurlngla. jena 1Dlstr1ct 
Accesslblllty, A 
Ma,glo Hermetlc Llbrary (2) 
Background Count: 1 (Maglcal research site) 
Desplte the Impression created by Z.clssCorporatlon's 

advertlslng. the town of jena contalns conslderably more 
than the Z.clss optlcal works. Once called the ·depot of 
knowled.ge." jena Is stlll home to the long-establlshed 



Schiller University. whlch supports one of Germany's 
bes1-known magic depan:ment:s. 

Unllke many unlverslty research depamnems. whlch 
devo1e themselves to alchemy and enchantlng, Schiller 
focuses lts research on 1he wlde field of perception magic, 
lndudlng astral perception. Zeiss Opt1cal almost slngle­
handedly finances 1hls depamnent. glvlng allies fuel for 
1helr accusa1lons that Schlller ls a 1echnocratlc, corp­
owned unlverslty. The valldlty of these accusations aslde. 
lt 1s an open secret 1ha1 no research resull reaches the 
public unless Zeiss approves lts usefulness to the corpo­
ration. 

>»»IHere's a hint on their latest 
project. 1 hear they are working on a 
prototype of binoculars that can show 
traces of auras and reveal magically 
invisible objects.)««< 

- lnfomaster 
(02:32:22/27-APR-54) 

>»»[Ey, can you recognize indl­
v1dual perspiration wl th thal 
thing?]«<« 

- Har1ey "The Boss· Hog 
(03: 10:48/27-APR-54) 

»>»IShut up, you stupid peas­
antl)<<<<< 

- lnfomaster 
(03:43:29/27-APR-54) 

Bec.cluse so many s1uden1 sode1-
les sprlng from lts ranks, observers 
condude that Schiller University mus! 
hold conservative attitudes. whlch ls a 
falrly accurate a.ssessment. Among 01her groups, lt:s stu­
den1s founded 1he Astralla Jenense student sodety for 
mages. 

Weimar 
Loc.adon: Thur1ngla. Weimar District 
Accuslblllty: A 
Magic: Hermetlc Ubrary (8 ) 

Backs,ound Count 0 
Weimar, long known as the clty of Goethe, Schiller, 

and Herder. remaln.s a major cen1er or leamlng. AI the tum 
of the century, the German National Ubrartes of former 
Wes1 and E.as1 Germany. one ln rrankfurt and the 01her ln 
LelpzJg. merged to forma single lns1l tute ln Weimar. 

»>»[They didn't manage to finish the job. so now we 
have three ol them.)«<« 

- Prof. M. (17 :09:52/22~JUL·54) 

Today, the Unlversal Llbrary or Weimar contaln.s at 
leas1 one copy or nearty everythlng ever publlshed ln 
German, and 1s ramous for lt.svas1collectlon ofwr1tlngson 

magic.al 1heory and occull knowledge. datlng from the 
1lme before the Awakenlng through the present. lts 
prtceless collection and geographlcal position between 
the towns of jena and üfurt have made lt the official llbmry 
or 1he departments of magic at bo1h Schiller and New 
(rfurt unlverslt1es. Unfortunately, the tradltlonal rlvalry 
berween 1he tw0 lnstlrut1ons frequently dlsrvpts the work 
envlronment. 

»>»[That's putting it polllely. Nol 100 long ago, a lew 
witches and Irat members of the combat magic depart-

ments had al each other; they lelt 
one dead and rour severely injured. 
Fortunately, they limited lheir dam­
age to each other and spared the 
library.)«<« 

Erfurt 

- Prof. M. ( 11 :01 :00/ 
02-MAR-54) 

Location: Thurlngla. (rfurt 
Olstr1ct 

Accesslblllty: A 
Backs,ound C.ount: 1 (Site or 

m<"lglcal research) 
The former Land capital or 

Thurlngla. [rfurt retalns only the 
L.mdtag (state parllament) and a few 
administrative offices ln the decen­
rrall:ied state. One of the.se offices. 
the L<mdesam1 fOr Raumordnu11g. 
holds spedal lnterest for mages, be­
C<luse behlnd les drab facade. pr~ 
po.sed. large-scale maglcal projea:s 
recelve thumbs-up or rhumbs~own. 

The dty of (rfurt enjoys a long 
culrural tradition. This former blshoprlc, once pralsed as 
Tourlngla s most awe-lnsplrtng city, housed a unlverslty 
second ln sl:ie only to 1he Un!Verslty of Prague ln ûech~ 
slovakla. That unlverslty closed ln the 19th century, but 
wlthln the last half-century 1he Neue Unlversltiit Erfurt 
(New Erfurt University) took lts place. occupylng the same 
bulldlngs scattered throughout the dty. (rfurt University 
placed major emphasls on magic.al research beglnnlng 
wlth the Awakenlng, bul because Il devo1es equal re­
search and teachlng tlme 10 nature magic and hermetlc 
magic. the unlversliy's repu1a1lon among many conserva­
t1ves ls poor. Sorne drcles der1de the unlverslty as a 
medlcine hut. 

(rfurt's tradltlonal rival. Schiller University at Jena. 
offers a purely hetmetlc curriculum. whlch only adds fuel 
10 the academlc flre. ln addition 10 the unlver.slty. vartous 
natur~maglc circ.les exlst ln Erfurt that make rhelr splrttual 
homes ln the saoed groves and slmllar sites that lie wlthln 
1he clry's numerous parks. Oty fathers planned Jubllee 
Park. bullt ln 2038 to celebrate 200 years of gardenlng 
expositions. ln dose cooperatlon wlth local nature magl­
dans. 
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loadon: Thurlngla. Suhl District 
Acce.uJbllltyi S--C 
lackg,ound Count: 1 (Magic.al researc.h site) 
Almos1 every town ln Thurlngla has maglcal researc.h 

projects related 10 thelr maJor lndUStry or lncome source. 
and Suhl ls no exception. As a center of annaments 
production. espedally huntlng guns, Suhl s maglcal re­
searc.h centers on projectile and other huntlng weapons. 
for example. the famlly-owned Hc\rtel company makes an 
old-fashloned huntlng knlfe known as a Hlrschr.inger, or 
Slc\g•c.atc.her. out ofvlrgln materials under the supervision 
of a company-employed anlAcer. However. fervently 
reponed lnslder Information on developmems suc.h as 
SMGs that ecm Arc or1chdlcum bu Ilets and so on appear to 
be no more than hot air. 

>»>>(The knives are bloody expansive, for anyone 
considering buying one.j«<« 

-Streetwiu ( 19:06:26/03-SEP-54) 

Atttnburg 
loadon: Thurlngla. Altenburg District 
Accesslblllty: A 
lackground Countl I T (Si te of maglc..11 

experiments} 
The site of the Altenburg-Stralsunder Splelkarten 

(ASS) factorles. Germany·s major manufacturer of playlng 
cards. has galned d reputatlon for magic.al slgnlAc.ance ln 
the Slxth World. The Treuhand tumed over conrrol of the 
factorles to the Roma ln accordance wlth the Rep..uatlon 
Ldw of 2039, and the Romcl p romptly expanded the 
production llne of standard 32, 54, and 64-card decks 10 
lndude tarot decks, whlc.h have become the standard tool 
for dlvlnlng the future ail over Europe. 

ln addition to the standard tarot sel. used by many 
mages as a medlt.atlon tool or fettsh. ASS also producesan 
expenslve. delu.xe tarot deck that acts as a magic.al focus 
for certain perception spells. /\'laryam Salvlcz-Meyer. a 
nature magldan of some repure. supervises product 
development. 

WESTUtN Gf.RMANY 
This section descrlbes magic.al sites ln the L..mder of 

Northrhlne-Ruhr. Hesse-Nassau. Westrhlne-Luxemburg. 
Greater Frankfurt. and the Badenslan Palatlnate. Germany's 
western States lndude two glant meuoplexes as well as 
more rur<ll areas. leadlng to an lnterestlng mlx of magic.al 
styles. ln western Germany. academlc mages compete 
wl th wltches, and recluslve nature magldans live r1ght 
next door to well-funded herme1lc researc.h fadlltles. 

Loreley 
Loc..ulon: Hesse-Nassau. Llmburg District 
Acce.ulbOlty: B 
MA.gtc: ( 1 ) for ail actions by followers of the Moon 

Malden 
lackground Count: 2 (Rltual site of the Welse) 
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Desplte popular daims to the conrrary. the story of 
the beautlful but deadly Loreley who sat on the Rhine dlff 
of the same name. comblng her long tresses and lur1ng 
boatsmen to thelr doom. ls not ·a legend from andent 
tlmes. When the poet Heinrich Heine wrote that famous 
Une, the story of thls lmposlng dlff was only a fewdec.ades 
old. wrltten by one Clemens von Brentano. 

Wlth the Awakenlng. even a romantlclst falry tale c.an 
become real, and ln the 21 st century, the Loreley ls lndeed 
a place of magic. The 20th-century concerts and falrs held 
on the dlffs summlt gradually gave way 10 Wlcc.an and 
other magic.al gatherlngs. ln facr. the burgeonlng Wlcc.a 
moveme_nt held one of les llrst mass assemblles at the site 
ln the early 2 1 St century. Slnce that event. thousands of 
the falthful regular1y gather at Loreley for sedSOnal festi­
vals. enhandng the sl te's magic through thelr rltuals. 
Loreley ls consecrated to the Moon Malden, Md many 
festlvltles held there are open 10 women only. Bec._,use 
the groups that attend these festivals sometlmes harbor 
openly hostile attitudes toward men, some festivals have 
become the target of attack.s by opposlng movements. 

Emscher River 
loc..ulon: Northrhlne-Ruhr. ( ssen District 
Ac.cesslblllty1 A 
MAglc: ( 1) for conJuring toxlc river spirits 
lackground Courm 5 (Severe pollution) 
Untll two hundred years ago. the lmscher Rtver was 

an ldylllc tr1butary of the Rhine. Beglnnlng ln the mlddle 
or the 19th century. however. lndustr1al development 
progressed swlrrly ln the Ruhr area, tumlng the lmscher 
lnto an lndustrlal sewer. The Awakenlng of magic created 
new dangers ln what had become the Ruhr's ces.spool. ln 
2026. people began report1ng anack.s by a creature living 
ln the Emscher thdt resembled a crlppled klller whale. To 
date, author1tfes blame thls crearure for the deaths of 
dozens of people and 50 mllllon ecus worrh of damage to 
boats and buildings. 

The local population promptly as.sumed that the 
lmscher monster was the klller whale Ore.a that dlsap­
peared from the nearby Duisburg dolphlnarlum ln 202A. 
and gave Il the S.\f'fle name. So far. all artempts to klll the 



crearure have falled. The most recent hunt by the river 
pollce resul ted ln 14 deaths and damage worth I m111Ion 
ecus. Though the Emscher's hlghly corrosive waters eat 
away at other living belngs. rhey appdrently have no effect 
on Orca. 

»>»(Dolphinarium. hahl I was there when we freed 
the killer whale ln '24 and brought it to the shore.)«<« 

- Waldschrat (23:34:48/17-JUN•54) 

>»»(Where lt must have laced a horrible death. you 
fraggin' b!eeding·heart Idiot! Anyone know anything 
else?)<<<« 

- Roland von Bremen (23:54:04/17-JUN•54) 

>»»[One o· those wuchmen once told me that him and 
his drekhead mate tried to conjure a river spirit from the 
Emscher years ago, but something went wrong.)«<« 

- Dator (00:04:28/ 18-JUN•54) 

»>»[The real fun w1II start as soon as this Orca gets 
interested ln the Rhine•Daneln Canal. wh1ch runs right 
baside the Emscher . .. )««< 

-Kumpel Anton (00:32:43/ t 8·JUN•54) 

Vogel$berg 
loadon: Hesse-Nassau. GleBen District 
Acc:.es.slblllty: A-8 
Magjo ( 1 J for con]urlng mountaln and Rre spirits 
Badtg,ound Counti 2 
The 820-meter Vogelsberg (Blrd Mount.a.ln) ts adrcu• 

larvolcano. always belleved 10 be dormant untll lt erupted 
exploslvely on the nlght of March 6. 2042. Accordlng to 
eyewltnesses. a column of ftre rose 10 the sky: Desplte 
the staggerlng power of the erupt1on. the surroundlng 
Med sustalned far less damage than expected. leadlng 
some 10 speculate that the appdrent eruprlon was actu• 
ally the manifestation of a Rre elementa.l. 

WESTPHALIA 
Antl•maglc Wcsrphalla seems an unllkely reglon to 

acknow1edge lts maglcal sites. but c\ few do exlst for the 
use of the Land s tlghtly controlled hermetlc mages. 
Nature magic Md shamanlsm. of course. are prohlblted ln 
Westphalla as heresy. 

WestptwlAn Wllhelm University, MOnster 
loadon: Free State ofWestphalla. Landamt M0nster 
Acceulblllt)'l A-8 
M.lglci Hermet1c Llbrary (3) 
Badtg,ound Count1 2 (Research Institution) 
Desplte rumors to the conrrary. the University of 

M0nster does offer a chair of theurgy wlthln lts theologlcal 
dep.irtment. Wlthln thls spedallz.ed maglcal group, se­
lected students of theology srudy so-called w hite: or 
·dlvlnely approved" magic. less to leam the use of such 
powers than to ldentl(y and repel all heretlcaJ Influences. 
Only the hlghest•level srudents may conjure splr1ts. and 

the whole body of leamlng ls severely res1rlcted: theurgy 
students are taught only such metama.glc techniques as 
dlspelllng, shleldlng, combat. and heallng spells, though 
they begln 10 leam these ln thelr Initial dasses. 

»>»[To whom il may concern: watch out. They·re not 
the weaklings one m1ghl expecll)«<« 

- Roland von Bremen ( 14:09:52/04-OCT •54) 

Vlsbeker Grlber (Vlsbek Tombs) 
Loadon: Free State of Westpha.lla. Landamt C 

loppenburg 
Accesslblllty: CC 
Background Count: 1 
Near the small vllli\ge of Vlsbeck. by Westphalla s 

border wlth the North German Lea.gue. stand the Vlsbeker 
Braut (Bride) and the Vlsbekcr Brliutlgam (Groom). rwo 
mysterlous grave mounds dated as early as the late Stone 
Age. The Vlsbeker Brau1 ls 82 meters long. and the 
Vlsbeker Br.iutlgam Is 108 met ers long. What cou Id (and 
probably does) serve as a sactlfldal stone lies near the 
Vlsbeker Braut. maklng lt pan1cutarty lnterestlng to magl• 
dans. Spirit forms materlallz.e frequently at the tombs: 
once belleved to be heathen souls, today most people 
belleve them 10 be nature spirits trylng to communlcate. 
The repeated and cnthuslasric effortS of some Welse 10 
contact these spirits has recently led the Westphallan 
authorltles to fcnce off the rwo monumenrs. 

lxtem5telne 
locatloni Free Stare of Westphalla. Landamt 

raderbom 
Accesslblllty: CCCC 
~glc: (2) for conJurlng nature splflts 
Bac.kg,ound Cou nt? 4 (Saaed site of var1ous 

rellglons) 
The E.xtemstelne, a serles of jagged. xU1ds1one ci Iffs. 

served as a pagan shrlne ln prehlstorlc limes and bec.ame 
a Christian pllgrlma.ge site durlng the Middle Ages. ln 
modem tlmes. a w1de specrrum of groups ranglng from 
natlonallsts to occultlstS treat them as a popular cuit sire. 

Though sltuated ln Westphallan terrltory. the 
E.x1emstelne stand w1thln slght of the North German 
League border. As wlth the Vlsbek Tombs, thls proxlmlty 
leads 10 a sometlmes dellc.ue slruatlon. The Westph.,llan 
ûthollc Church consecrated the site and regards 1t as 
lnvlolate: however. var1ous lndlvldl.ldls and groups. from 
the Mother Lvth pollclub to Slegfi1edbund. regularly 
attempt to rec,ch the Stones ln order to conduct magic.al 
rituals on the site. ln a concerted effort 10 avold any type 
of Incident, the Westphallan govemment has fcnced ln 
the en rire area and the Wesrphallan Bishop s Guard keeps 
a sharp eye out for lntruders. 

>»»[Yep. And if they catch youse, they'II na1I you with 
their Holy Hand Grenades of Anlioch . .. )««< 

-Sir Galahad (02:12:54/21-JAN-54) 

1:1 .- . ~- ' ' 1.1 . .• IBMANY soœœml □ 
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( hls section lncludes spedRc ru les For gamemasterlng the 

pecullarttles oFGerman magic descrtbed earller ln thls source book. 

The gamemcuter should revlew that materlal thoroughly and 

conslder the consequences or uslng unique German magic beFore 

addlng these rules to hls or her game. 

IDOLS 

Except for the dlfferences ln lmagery. the German ldols 

desafbed ln thl.s sourcebook hmctlon exactly llke totems. The 

gamemaster should roleplay and o therwlse use ldols ln the same 

way as totems. ~eeplng Interactions berween the:se mysterlous. 

aloof. cnlgmatlc belngs and thelr monal Followers at a symbollc 

level. Note that the Advantages and Dlsadvantages ln the desafp­

tlons below work the same w,,y for ldols ,u For totems. Also note 

thc1t an ldol-adept charaaer uses the same rules as a sh.\manlc 

adept (p. 124-25. SRII). 

CREATOR 
The artisan of the gods. the Creator shuns the splendor of hls 

brethren. preferrlng lnstead 10 tlnker w lth hls creatlons. Though 

thls ldol dld not create the world. he dld create many of lts 

treasures. ( ven more than hls Rnlshed handlwork. the Creator 

loves what has yet 10 be created. His mlnd 1s so full of plans and 

ldeas that decelt ,md Intrigue have no place there: the many 

legends that tell of more cunnlng gods rric.klng the Creator reflecrs 

hls dreamer's good Oc\tvre. He does. however. leam from expe(l­

ence. 

Favored Cnvtronment: Small c.ltles or woods. 

AdvMt.iges: + 2 dlce for enchantments: + 1 die for conjur1ng 

heanh and dty spirits. 

DlsadvMt.lges: Llke thelr ldol. followers of the Creator often Rnd 

deallng whh people awkward and uncomfonable. Though trust­

lng by nature. they make bitter and determlned enemles when 

wronged. ln combat. they prefer to rely on focl and fetlshes rather 

than thelr own powers. and surfer a penalty of-1 die when casrlng 

combat spells. New aftlfacts fasclnate followers of the Creator: 

when confronted wlth somethlng unusual or unique. thls adept 

must make a Wlllpower (4) Test. If the test ls unsuccessful. he 

lmmedliltely moves lnto astral spc1ce to examine hls lind for a 

number of rums equal to 3 minus the number of successes rolled. 

regardless of the current situation. 

DRAGONSLA YlR 
This most herolc of the gods Is also the most fun-lovlng. 

Though he Joyously flghts to protect hl.s own agalnst ail dangers. 

even more than combat he loves c\ good P<Vty. His followers see 

hlm as,, big brotherwho takes a fr1endly lnterest ln everythlng they 

do. Though sometimes nalve. he makcs a staunch fr1end and a 

deadly opponem. 

The dragons that he slays have changed wlth the times: rather 

than ,macklng the literai dragons of legend. the Dragonslayer now 

flghts such modem-day dragons as crime. pollution. and corrup­

tion. 

Favored lnvlronment: Any dry land. 

Advant.iges: + 3 dlce for combat spells: + 1 d ie for conjur1ng heanh 

spirits. 

Dlsadvant.iges: The Dragonslayer's followe.rs are direct and above­

board. even ln combat. and suifer a penalty of -Z dlce when 

reslstlng. They also tend to belleve what they sce. hear. or read. 

and so suffer a penalty or - 1 when rcslstlng perceprlon-related 

spells and Illusion spells. Thelr Impatience and lmpulstveness can 

brlng down the most carefvlly constructed plans ln no cime at all. 

Llke thelr ldol. the Dragonslayers followers fight twd and str1ke 

fast, preferr1ng toend battlesqulckly. A followerofthe Dragonslayer 

wllllngly sacrifices hlmself For a fr1end. because he feels respon­

slble for people he knows. Bec.ause he hc1tes 10 be contradlcted. 

the Dragonslayer's follower may doubt the honesty of anyone who 

dlsagrees wlth hls opinions or actions. He has no room for self­

doubt ln hls mlnd. 

GREAT MOTHER 
The Great Mother represents llfe-glvlng Mture ln lts purest 

form. givlng her bounty freely to all who have need of her. Tho.se 

who mlstake her generoslty for weakness are asklng for trouble. 

Llke any mother. she Rghrs to the death to protect her chlldren. 

r ollowers of the Great Mother are healers. both of the body and the 

trou bled psyche: they cannot refuse ald ,\nd succor to anyone who 

needslt. 

Favored Cnvlronment: (verywhere. 

Advantages: t Z dlce for aJI he<\llng spells: • Z dlce for conjuring ail 

Reid and forest spirits as well as Spirits of the Waters. 

Dlsadvantages: Of ail nature mages. the followers of the Great 

Mother obey the str1ctest moral code. They ail know and hate 

corruption. deflnlng lts existence dependlng on the situation ln 

whlch they flnd themselves: for example. envlronmental poilu• 
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tlon, war or other violence, cert,,ln forms or sexuallty, and so on. 

Such corruption so dlsrurbs them that they suffer a 2-dlce pencilty 

for all tests made ln the presence or corruption. 

HORNEOGOO 
The embodlment or prOC1ea1lve power and energy, the 

Homed God ls the unfenered lord or the wlld. Andent and 

anlmallsrtc, he 1s ruled by Instinct rather than Intellect. Physlcal 

action and sensation shapes hls world, lncJudlng brawllng and 

lewd beh.wlor. 

Of .,11 ldols, he 1s the most tradltlonalty ma5eullne: and male­

domlnated groups rend to venerate hlm. Llke hlm , hls rollowers 

oftcn tend roward a classlc anlrude of machlsmo clnd prefer action 

to p.atlence. 

F,1vored Envlronment: Any dry ground. 

Advant.\ge.s: +2 dlce for all combat spells: + 2 dlce for conlurlng ail 

Spirits of the Land. 
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Olsadvant.\ges: The Homed God's followers tend to be vain, 

arrogant, and often aggresslve. If a Hght occurs anywhere near 

hlm, a follower of lhls ldol must make a successful Wlllpower (6) 

Test to kecp from lolnlng the bmwl, Any t1me he meets an 

attractive member of the opposite sex, c\ follower of the Homed 

God must make a Wlllpower Test agalnst a Ta.rget Number equal 

10 10 minus hls new love lnteres1's Charlsma. 1r 1hc 1es1 ls 

unsucœssful, the follower deslres thls panlcular person and must 

constnntly try to lmpress her. 

MOON MAIOEN 
The Moon Mcllden, goddcss of rhe nlght sky. symbolltes all 

the aspects tradltlonally a.sa1bed to femlnlnlcy. Moody, change­

able, emotlonaJ. mysrcrlous, sometlmes gemle and pleas.mt and 

other tlmes wlld and unlnhlbltcd, the Moon /v\c1ldcn exlsts as one 

wlth narurc. To her followers, the Moon Malden represents the 

ultlmate superlorfity or woman's gentlc, nurturlng nature over 

man's desrrvctlve Impulses. Not surpr1slngly, few men follow 

Moon Malden. 

favored Envlronmenti E.verywhere. 

Adv•n~ges And OlsadvAnt.\ges: A follower or Diana accepts no 

rules and regulatlons Selve for her pers.onal convictions and the 

laws of Nature. 

WILO HUNTSMAN 
An outsider among the ldols, the Wlld Hunrsman roams the 

world ln a rage. followed by hls enraptured disciples. He con­

stantly walks a thln llne berween sanl cy and madness. but hls 

frenty hldes an lntlmilte knowledge of the unlverse·s SclCJed 

mysrerles. As the ldol who gave manklnd the lntoxleiltlng Cup of 

Knowledge, the Wlld Hunt:sman 1s the p.arron of numerous secret, 
esoter!c cuits. 

F•vo~d Envlronmenti Woods, mount~llns. heath. 

Adv~ges: +2 dlce for perception and llluslon spells: +2 dlce for 

conJurlng st·orm spirits. 

Ols.advAn~ges: The Wlld HuntSman·s followcrs are unprcdlet­

able, and can be as fr1ghtenlng ln thelr foy c\S ln rhelr anger. 

Sometlmes apparently hillr w 1z.y, and often unkempt. they may 

not eat or sleep for days when ln the thrall or a parttcular ldea 01 

emotlon. When fuced wlth a partfculMly galllng setbclck (at the 

gamemdSter's dl.scretlon), they may lose control and fty lnto a 

berserker rage. ln thls sltvatlon, the player must mal<e a WIii power 

(4) Test. If the test 1s unsuccessful, the follower or the Huntsman 

remillns out or control for a number or tvrns equal 10 3 minus the 

number of successes rolled. Durlng that rime, the gamemaster 

h,,ndles the player char acter. Typlcal actions he may 1akc whlle our 

of conrrol lndude sen.seless bclbbllng. attacks on fr1ends or lmag1-

nary foes, or sud.den Jilunts lnto astral ispacc. Occ.aslonally, If the 

gamemaster deems lt 10 be ln che best lnterest of the advenrure's 

progress, the player charactcr may even man"8e 10 do somethlng 

uscful ln hls or her mMIC Sldle. 
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SPÔKENKIEKERIN 

Shadowrun char,,cters of Arst- or second-generatlon [ uro­

pean descent may be spokenklekerel (see German Maglc. p. 

138). This status allows them to use the followlng optlonal rules 

a1 the gamemaster's dlsaetlon. Durlng chnracter generatlon, a 

player may asslgn a Prlorlty of ·o· to hls M.'\glC ca1cgory ln order 

to glve that character rudlmentary astral perception. Wlth thls 

level of ablnty, the character only gains astral perception. and 

Cd/Inor astrally project. cast spells. conjure spiri ts, enchant ob· 

jects. be lnltlated lnto a maglcal group, or use metamaglc. Note 

that a player c.annot asslgn multiple pr1or1tles 10 one category, 

such as asslgnlng both prlorltles ·s · and ·o· 10 hls M.\glc category 

ln order to glve astral perception to an adept thc,t normally cannot 

have that power. 

A spôkenkleker's astral perception works ln the same way as 

standard astral perception (see p. 1 45-46, SRll) e.xcept that the 

char acter must spcnd I point of Good Karma (sec p . 190. SRII) to 

use the ablllcy. Once expended. the K,mna 1s lost. Ali normal rules 

for astral perception apply: the character Is astrally present and 

therefore vulnerable. and so on. Note 1ha1 an Mtrally perceptive 

character dlso gains an effective l'v\aglc Attrlbute. and only re1alns 

hls astral perception ablllty as long as hls l'v\aglc Ratlng remalns 

hlgher than O. Rules pertalnlng to magldans ,,nd Deadly wounds 

(see p. 1 1 5, SRII) also apply to spôkenklekerln. 

MAGICAL SITES 

The followlng text provldes rules for uslng the Actlonal 

lnfonn,ltlon on m..,glcal sites (see ~ Magic. p .. 139). 

MAGIC 
The Magic level given for each maglc..,I si te actually lndlcates 

the number of bonus or penalty dlce a player recelves when hls or 

her character practlces certain klnds of magic at 1.hat site. The 

gamemdSter d etennlnes wherher the player adds or subtracts the 

dlce lndlcated, and wlthln what area of the site the bonus or 

penalty applles. 

BACKGROUND C.OUNT 
The Background Count rerers to the game concept dlscussed 

on Jx'\gC 89 of the second edlrlon G.rtmolre. Characters whosc 

magic.al affinltles and abllltles do not agree wlth thosc of the si te 

suffer a penalty to thelr dStral target numbers equal to the value 

glven for Bad ground Count ln e,,ch entry. Becc,use the Welse 

lnAuence so many maglcol sites, the 1><,~ound count affects all 

magic.al tests. For more Information. see Background Count and 

Druldlc ""'sJc. p. 32. Grimoire Il. 
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Ba(8hests, hMples. lncubt, th.1t's <Ill mlnor stuffl The 

onty pred,1tor t h.1te ro lue ls hum.1ns. 

-Sebastian Krvll, Big-Game™ hunter 

Many of Germany·s paranormal animais are the sa.me crea­

nires found ln the rest of lurope and ln North America. though a 

few reglonal variants live ln the Allled German States. Only the 

wolpertlnger ls of purely German orlgln. and even wlthln Germany 

lt lives only ln the BavarlM Alps. Slmll.u 10 most hlghly lndustrl­

allzed nations. Germ.my's Mimai population ls dedlnlng both ln 

number and ln dlverslty. whlch largety accounts for the dearth of 

exd uslvely GermM pë1ranlmals. Legally. hunters ln Germdfly must 

hold an official hunring llcense. but such controls grow lax ln the 

Alllance·s lonely wlldemess areas. Amateur hunters should be 

aware. however. that they rlsk confrontations wl th mllltant envl­

ronment,"\J lsts ln such places. and therefore may become the 

hunted. 

AWAKENED CREATURES 

The followlng brlef desc.rlptlons refer to creatures from SRII 

Md PM.&normal Animais of North Amertc.a (PA). More detalled 

descriptions of Germany's paranormal animais ca.n be found ln 

SRII, PA . and the PMMIOrrnAI AnlmAls of Europe sourcebook. For 

addltlonal Information on mlnotaurs and ogres. gamemasters who 

own the Pv.t.normal Anlmal.s of E.urope sourcebook should refer 

10 Metahuman Variations. Appendlx 2, page 122 ln that book. 

ln the followlng desc.rlptlons. the German na.me of each 

creature appears ln the text after the f.ngllsh name. As the only 

creature of solely German origln and habitat llsted. the wolpertlnger 

appears ftrst ln the listing of par animais and has been glven a more 

complete. detalled description. 

WOLPERTINGIR 
Mythobestld &w.vlCd 

tdendflc.adon: Though most wolpertlngers v,\guely resemble 

large rodems such as squlrrels or manens. paraz.oologlsts stlll 

cannot s..,y deftnltlvely wh,u they look llke. The wolpertlnger 

appears 10 be one of the most variable paranormal spedes ln 

existence: documented cases exlst ln w hlch the young of a dutch 

bear only a superfldal resemblance 10 each other or 10 thelr dam. 

Most wolpertingers reach a helght of 30 to 50 centlmeters and are 
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bullt llke small rodents. but have no other common features. One 

or another of such addltlonal charclcterlstlcs as chamois or deer 

antlers. wlngs, cockscombs. and so on may or may not appear 

from lndlvldual to lndlvldual. 

tkblut: Woodlands and mountalns. 

~gjc ûpAl>llhy: lnnate. 

H.û>lts: Nocturnal creatures. wolpertlngers live ln packs of up to 

ten lndlviduals. most or whom are omnlvorous. A few lndivlduals 

behave like herbivores or predators. for reasons as yet unknown. 

RAnge: Bavarlan Alps. 

Commenury1 The wolpertlnger's pre-Awakened precursor ls 

unknown. though most paraz.oologlsts conslder the squirre!. the 

tree marten. and var1ous other mustellds as the most llkely 

contenders. An opposlng but largly fr1nge theory. notlng the 

wolpertinger's place ln Bavarian rolklore. holds th<ll these animais 

are ,, completely allen specles. 

Powers: Confusion. Fear. 

Weaknesses: None. 

BANDrT 
Called wc'.l.schbar ln German. thls Awakened form of the 

raccoon has almost completely supplanted lts pre-Awakened 

precursor. Bandits can be found near the r rankfun Metro Area and 

along the Middle Rhine valley. 

BARGHf.ST 
Large barghest populations exlst throughout Germany's for­

ested hllls. The govemment of Westrhlne-Luxemburg has de­

ciared a bountyon these dangerous, wolf-llke predators. So far. no 

one has successfully domestlcated a barghest. 

BAT 
The pre-Awakened precursor or the paranormal bat. or 

necterm:lus. almost dled out ln Germany before the Awakenlng. 

Germany 1s home to vatlous ftedermAuse. among them the 

dangerous spel0edermaus (Myotls saxf). related to the 

stonelolnder. and two specles or glant bats. or rlesenftedermaus 

(lpteslcus SISéllltus). Ali bats prefer dark rulns and caves dose 10 

human dvlllzatlon. Rumors of vampire bats a.bound but so fa, 

remaln unconftrmed. 
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BLACK ANNIS 

Known ln Germany as the grosser mandrill. 20 or so of these 

German varlants o f the black annls live ln the HunsrOck and Taunus 

hlll reglons. Loc.il people do not lnterfere wlth them. and they 

have never been known to anack humans. 

BlOOD KfTI 

This Awakened hawk spedes. known colloqulally as the 

feuerfalke. ls mostly native 10 Germany·s hlll reglons. So rar. no one 

has attempted 10 tame one. 

BOGIE 

ln addition to the barghest. the bogie ls one or the mos, 

common Awakened dog spedes on German soli. fi ls not. 

however. nearly as bloodthl rsty as ils German name, schwarzer 

bluthund (black bloodhound) suggests. Bo­

gies are most common ln northem Ger­

many. 

BRACKWASSERQUALLE 

An lnvertebrate slmllar but not ldentl­

cal to the Amerlcan fldeal. the 

brackwasserqualle ravors ponds and sm,lll 

lakes left by the Great rJood of 2003. lts 

affinlty for these talnted waters has l'Tlclde 11 

immune to poisons. 

CHIMlRA 

Found exduslvely wlthln the SOX. 

these serpentine monsters have e.1med the 

colloqulal name of SOX-chlmJre. Though 

slmllcU to lts Amerlcan cousin. thls German 

variant can reach a length of up 10 5 meters 

and 1s Immune to radloactivlty. Only four of 

these lndlvlduals have been slghted so far, 

each llghr brown ln color. 

COCKA TRICf. 

The cockatrice 1s not native to Germ.,n soli. Sorne German 

corporations own tralned coc.katrices (schreckhahn): a few es­

caped coc.katrlces may have settled ln southem GermMy. 

CORPSUIGHT 

Cc\Jled lrrllcht ln German. these rare and dangerous belngs 

frequent sw,\J'Tlps and bogs. Accordlng 10 several reports. the 

corpsellghts or the toxlc marshes are espedally aggresslve. 

DE.Vil RAT 

The devli rat. or riesenraue. was one of the flrs1 Awakened 

belngs to Rourlsh ln Germany. Becween 20 12 and 2015. these 

animais spread throughout the federal Republic of Germany: 

these days. most r,u colonies live ln the Rhine-Ruhr megaplex. 

Berlin. and other major urbéln sprawls. An aquatlc variant ls 

common ln Hamburg and most marshy clfeas. 

DRACOFORMS 

The only dracoforms native 10 Gcrmany are western dragons 

(Drtlco ocddenralls). or whlch pcrhaps a doz.en lndlVlduals e.xlst. 

Ali or these known dragons live ln wooded hlllsldes or the foorhllls 

of the Alps. The most promlnent of rhe great dragons. Lofwyr. ls 

the major shareholder of Saed~r-Krupp and also holds smaller 

blocks of shares ln varlous other corporations. Though Lofwyr's 

hoard ls sald 10 lie somewhere ln the Wei 

hllls. the dragon hlmselfwanders far ,\field. 

DZOO-NOO-QUA 

Approxlmately 200ofthese HM HW ­

lnfected trolls live ln the Black Forest and ln 

the Marienbad Coundl. Wlthln the Troll 

Klngdom . these unfortunate. so-Cdlied 

grottentroll' are recognlz.ed as full d tlz.ens. 

but kept under dose watch by rhelr heahhy 

cousins. ln the Bohemlan Forest reglon of 

the Cz.ech Republic near Marienbad. they 

have formed small tT1bes. The German states 

of Saxony and Westphalla have declared a 

bounty on these crearures. 

ELIMENT Al SPIRITS 
German elemental spirits sometlmes 

manlfest as salamanders (Rre). gnomes 

(eanh). sylphs (air). and undlnes (water). 

Though countless slghtlngs of elemental 

spirits have been reported. none have yet 

been sdentlflcally conArmed. nor has My 

Instance of conjurlng a salamander. For a description of the powers 

or the.se spirits. see p. 224. SRII. 

f.MBRACUl 

Slghted several tlmes ln the [ If-el reglon and ln the Vogelsberg 

and Kalsersruhl hllls. embracers are belleved to have a unique 

sensltlvlty to sel$mlC act1vlty. Local people cal l them nacktgorlllas. 

,1nd leave them unmolested. So far. none h.1ve been known 10 

attack humans. 
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nRfDRAKI 
This smallest of all known dracoforms, known locally as the 

vulkanwurm, has so far only been slghted wlthln the Wei hllls. A 

populadon of approxlmately 100 lndlvlduals reportedly exlsts ln 

the bcmen hlll country. 

FRlSHWAITR SlRPE.NT 
Two or these animais, called seeschlange ln German. suppos• 

edly live ln Lake Constance. So far, author1tles have not conflrmed 

a slghting. 

GARGOYLE. 
lndivlduals and pairs of gargoyles have been stghted ln the 

6avar1an Forest and the Alps. and the frequenc:y of such slghtlng.s 

ls lncreaslng. 

GHOUL 
So loathed are these gruesome hu­

manolds that the confederate govemment 

has dedared a bounry or EC t 0,000 for a 

de.,d or captured ghoul throughout the 

German Alliance. Accordtng to rumor, 

ghouls !urk ln Berlin. the Rhine-Ruhr 

megaplex. and ln Germany's toxlcmarshes. 

GLOAMING OWl 
This Awakened spedes of common 

owl, known locally as the gros.se eule. 1s 

round throughout the Hunsr0ck and 

Sauer1and reglons. 

GRE.AnR UNICORN 
The.se creatures' predllecrlon for the 

Alpine reglon eamed them thelr German 

name of bergelnhom (mountaln unlcom). 

An estlmated 200 lndlvlduals llve ln a pro­

tected habitat ln the Alps. So far. all reportS 

or greater unlcoms belng tamed and rldden 

remaln unconRrmed. 

GRlfflN 
At present, tw0 pairs o f grlfflM. or grelf's, llve on the Nebelhom 

and Watzmann mountaln peaks. Despltc the protests of some 

Alpine farmers. grlfflns have eamed govemment protection. 

HARl'Y 
So far. harpies have been slghted almost exduslvely ln the 

Black rorest and the Alps. Ali are reponcd to be savagely 

aggre:sslve. 
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HEU HOUND 
These animais functlon as watchdogs ln Germany. As far as 

anyone knows. no free populations or hell hounds (hollenhund) 

exlst ln the German Alll<mœ. 

INCUBUS 
This octopus spedes. known as kanalkrake ln German, can 

llve ln any type of water: fresh. sait. evcn polluted. lts amazlng 

adaprlblllry has allowed the lncubus to spread throughout aJI or 

Germany s r1vers and lnto almost all dry sewer systems. Unllkc lts 

North Amer1can counterpan. the European variant 1s res!stant to 

toxlns. 

!CE.DRAKE. 
The only reporrs or lcedrakes, or elsW\Jrm, have so far corne 

from lsolated Alpine valleys and are therefore consldered unrell· 

able. A rew para.toologlsts theorlLc that lcedrakes. If they exlst, 

may be related to Rredrakes. 

llSHY 
Called waldgelster (forest ghosts) or 

waldmenschen (forest people) ln German, 

about a doi,en famll!es of leshy are sald to 

llve ln the HunsrOck. Sauer1and. and Han 

reglons. These shy crearures avold human 

contact whenever possible. 

MANTlCORE 
rreferrlng a he.1lthy. unpolluted en­

vlronment. these monsters are extremely 

rare ln the lndustr1al German Alliance. Ac· 

cordlng to rumor , however, a few 

manticores have been slghted ln the 

Spreewald and Han reglons. 

ME.RROW 
These ocean dwel!ers have !WO Ger­

man names: wassermann ls the male rorm, 

nixe the female. So far, only unconflrmed 

rumors hint at the existence of several 

merrow dans ln the revltallLed parr:s or the 

Baltlc Sea: supposedly. they are cooperating wlth the romoryan 

elves to restorc the sea·s damaged ecosystem. 

MIST LYNX 
The mlst lynx. known as gelster1uchs (ghost lynx) and 

nebelluchs (mlst lynx) ln Germany. ls native to the Bavarlan Forest 

and HunsrOc.k rcglons. Some of these animais allegedly seek the 

company or humans. wlth whom 1hey stay for an ex1ended per1od 

of tlme. So far. no mlst lynx has been reponed anacklng humans. 
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NA TURl SPIRITS 

The followlng text llsts nature spirits common 10 Germany 

and surroundlng nations. Unles.s otherw1se lndlc.ated. these spirits 

are the Sdme as those llsted on pp. 22.8-U9 of SRn. Any 

dlfferences berween the followlng spirit forms and those de­

sa1bed ln the standard ShAdown.in rules are noted ln the text. 

ctty Splrtt 

Powersl See p. 228. SRII. 

Appe..u.ance: The appearance of German dry splr1tS depends 

very much on thelr surroundlngs: slgnlflc.ant dlfferences exlst 

berween spirits of vast sprawls and those of small. rural towns. 

Durlng one well-documented conjuration ln Rothenburg ob der 

Tauber. the clry spirit appeared as a Japanese tourlst complete wl th 

loud shirt. sunglMSeS. and a crivtdeo camera. 

Note that the domalns of a dry spirit are the streets. alleys. 

and squares of a town or dey. The actua.l bulldlngs 'belong' to thelr 

partlcular hearth spirits. parl<s 10 rhc forest 

spirits, and so on. 

n eld Splr1t 

Powers: See p. 228. SRII. 

Appur.ance: See p. 228. SRII. Ger­

man fleld splrltS may be conjured from any 

land used for agrlcultural purposes. such as 

f)<\Stures. fruit orchards. omamental gar­

dens. and so on. Accordlng 10 dt least one 

report. a mage has successfully conJured a 

Reid spirit ln ,, rrec nursery. ln Germany. 

Reid spirits apparently conslder the llne 

between field and forest a llttle vague. 

Forest Splrtt 

Powers: See p. 228. SRII. 

A.ppur•nce: German Forest spirits 

resemble thelr North Amertcan cousins (see 

p. 228. SRJI) on the rare occasions when 

they manlfest. They are native ro Germany's 

forest reglons, partlcular1y ln the hllls of the 

Mlttelgeblrge. 

He.ùtl Spi rit 

Powcrs: Accident. Allenatlon. Confusion. Guard. Search 

Appev.tnce: Heath splrltS, a term referring to all spirits of 

heath. moor. and fen reglons of northem Germany. replace the 

desert and prairie spirits common to North America. They most 

o~en appear as colorful heather or broom bushes. thelr twlgs 

dancing ln the wlnd. lfforced 10 take human shape, they resemble 

chlld-slz.ed shepherds dad ln long. green coatS and green f'elt hats. 

Hurth Splrtt 

Power,: See p. 228. SRII. 

Appear.ance: Though most appear as noted on p . 228 of SRJI. 

a few unusual spedmens look strlklngly dlfferent. For example, the 

hea.rth spirit of the Thyssen hlghrlse ln D0sseldorf appears mlr­

rored from top 10 toe. 

Note that for game purposes. all bulldlngs erected by 

(me1<1)humans have a hearth. 

Lake Splr1t 

Powers: See p. 228. SRII. 

Appe..u.ance: See p. 228. SRII. l..lke splrirs only exlst ln the 

few la.kes wlth ll ttle or no pollutl on. 

M lst Splrtt 

Powers: See p . 228. SRJI. 

Appurclnce: See p. 228. SRII. 

Storm Splr1t 

Mounuln Splrtt 

Powers: See p. 228. SRII. 

Appu.rclnce: See p . 22.8. SRII. Ger­

man mountaln spirits live only on the hlgh­

est slopes of the Alps. above the tree llne. 

Rl\-er Splrtt 

Powers: See p. 229. SRJI. 

Appe.vclnce: See p. 229. S.RII. Up 

untll recently. river spirits could not exlst ln 

the heavlly polluted German rivers. Recen1 

cleanup efforts. however. may permit the 

conJurlng of river spirits at the gamemaster's 

dlscretlon. 

Su. Splrtt 

Powers: See p. 229. SRJI. 

Appu r•nce: See p . 229. SRII. 
Germany's sea spirits exlst only ln the cieaned­

up portion of the Balttc Se:, off rhe Pomoryan 

coast. Ali other sea areas around Germany 

remaln 100 polluted to sustaln them. 

Powers: See p. 229, SRII. 

Appurance: See p. 229. SRII. 

Swamp Spirit 

Powers: See p. 229. SRJJ. 

Appearllllce:See p . 229. SRJJ. Swamp splr1tS ltve ln Germany's 

only remalnlng Intact swamp. the Spreewald (see ~glal Sites. 

p. 139). 
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NEW BOAR 

Troops of new boars (r1esenwlldschweln) occaslonally appear 

ln eastem Germclfly. crosslng the Oder River from Pol and to search 

for food. New boars are favorite prey for the f'ew remalnlng 

amateur hunters ln Germany. 

ROCKWORM 

Common ln southern Germany. the stonc-consumlng 

rockworm (srelnwurm) ls blamed for a number of collapsed 

buildings and landslldes. 

SABER-TOOTH CAT 

Though they resemble mountaln li­

ons more than tlgers. the term sabre-tooth 

tlger, or ~ belzahntlger. refe.rs to the large 

cats native to the Bavarian Forest and 

SchwAblsche Alb hlll country. 

SHADOWHOUND 

Speclmens of the shadowhound 

(schattenhund) exlst ln the dtles of Ham­

burg clfld Berlin. and the beasts are also 

sald to be common ln the Rhine-Ruhr and 

Frankfurt sprawls. rarazoologlsts belleve 

that some of these animais may carry a 

virus slmllar to rables. 

SHAPESHlfllR 

Reports about shapeshlfters. 

werewolves. and slmlla, creatures abound 

ln Germany's backwater reglons. though 

none of these slghtlngs of the so-called 

gestalt wandler have been conflrmed. De­

splte thls lack of conflrmatlon. most people 

remaln convlnced that several wolf and 

bear shapeshlfters operate ln Ali lance ter­

ri tory. 

SIRIN 

Germany's few. documented slrens 

live ln southem Germany and at the edges of the Germ.111 hlll 

ranges. 

STORMCROW 

Though common throughout Germany. the stormcrow 

(sturmkrAhe) avolds smoggy areas. 

TAUS CAT 

The talls c.at. called alpkatz.e ln German. has so far been 

sponed only ln southem Germ.111y near large metro are.c'\5 such as 
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MOnlch and Nuremberg. Parazoologlsts belleve that no more tha.n 

two doz.en of them exlst wlthln the German Alliance. 

TOXIC SPIRITS 

ln any lndustriallz.ed country wlth correspondlng levels of 

pollution. toxlc spirits clppear. The number of these belngs wl thln 

the German Alliance. however. goes far beyond the statlstlcal 

mean. Toxlc water spirits populate the en rire North Sea. and toxlc 

water and eclrth spirits lnhablt many of Germany's coastal areas. 

Toxlc water. ea.rth. and air spirits frequent 

the Ruhr area. the reglonaround thecheml­

cal-produdng dty of Leverkusen. and the 

lndusrrtal reglons surroundlng Halle and 

Lelpz.Jg ln the state of Saxony. Almost all 

roxtc spiri t slghtlngs 10 date have been of 

free spirits: no one has conjured these 

entltles. nor dlscovered techniques for do­

lng so. So far. al least. Central Europe 

seems 10 have escaped the l0u:'1 equlva­

lent of the North American toxlc shaman. 

TROGLODYTI 

Gtoups ofthese humanold creatures. 

known locally as gronenschrat. h,we been 

reported ln the Eri.geblrge Mountains and 

ln the dlsused mine shafts of the Ruhr 

reglon. 

UNICORN 

Called elnhom ln German. meanlng 

·one hom: few of these noble beasts exlst 

ln Germany. A wandering herd of ten 

lndivlduals allegedly rclflges berween the 

LOneburg Heath ln northem Germany and 

nelghborlng areas ln Polclfld . but the herd 

has so far avolded human contact. 

VAMPIRE 

Though lndlvlduals affllcated wlth the 

dlsease of vampirlsm must be reported 10 the hecllth authorlties. 

c1Jl estlmated twenty active vampires exlst ln Germ,my and move 

about the Alliance unmolested. 

WYVUlN 
This possible relative of the dragon. called llndwurm ln 

German. reportedly exlsts ln the Alplne foothllls. the Rlesengeblrge 

mountaln range. and the Eifel hlll reglon. A few also live wlthln the 

lrradlated SOX. 
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